From: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]

To: Eirst Minister

Cc: [redacted - s38(1)(b)]

Subject: Concerning developments in Denmark
Date: 12 August 2021 16:02:00
Attachments: [redacted - s25(1)]

Dear Sir/Madam

| hope this email finds you well. Further to the First Minister and Scottish Government’s
leadership on race equality, | should be grateful if you would please draw the First Minister’s
attention to this message.

On behalf of the Open Society Justice Initiative, please find attached a copy of our recent
submission to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(“CERD”) regarding Denmark’s plans to expand upon its “Ghetto Package” of laws. Building upon
a significant pattern of measures targeting minorities, the proposal seeks to expand the usage
and impact of Denmark’s state-made and racialised categorisation known as “non-Western”
background.

By way of brief summary, in 2018 the proportion of residents of “non-Western” background
became the determining factor in Denmark’s designation of certain residential areas as
“ghettos.” The stated aim of the legislation is to “eradicate” “ghettos” by 2030 and such areas
are subjected to special laws which are leading to evictions across the country. Litigation is
ongoing and three United Nations Special Rapporteurs have lodged an urgent appeal to
Denmark, citing concerns of discrimination, stigmatisation and marginalisation. These concerns
echo the findings of other monitoring bodies, including the United Nations Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Nonetheless, the Danish government’s usage of the “non-
Western” background criterion has continued in both policy and legislative developments since
2018 and the Ministry of Interior and Housing has now announced its intention to limit the
percentage of residents of “non-Western” background in any designated housing estate to a
maximum of 30% within the next ten years.

Denmark’s goal of eradicating “ghettos” by the year 2030 stands in stark contrast to the Scottish
Government’s vision of a fairer Scotland by the same year. As you will see, we have asked CERD
to urgently take action, including by issuing a decision recommending that the proposal is
immediately and permanently withdrawn. Similarly, we should be grateful if the First Minister
would kindly consider calling upon the Danish government to drop its proposal and repeal the
existing “Ghetto Package.”

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like any further information or if it would be
helpful to have a meeting to discuss this issue.

Yours faithfully
[redacted - s38(1)(b)]

[redacted - s38(1)(b)]

(she, her)
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