
ANNEX – Information regarding the data being released and regarding the 

exceptions being applied to the remainder of the request. 

Updated salmon catch data are published annually as Official Statistics (usually 

in late April. Catch information are reported to Marine Scotland by fishery 

occupiers using a paper catch return form distributed to all known fisheries at the 

end of the fishing season. Catch returns are checked for errors and the data 

uploaded to the Scottish national salmon and sea trout catch database. 

Aggregated data (1952 to the most recent fishing season) are then published 

annually for 109 Salmon Fishery Districts by Marine Scotland 

(https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-publications-collecting-salmon-and-

sea- trout-fishery-data/). Salmon Fishery Districts are a single catchment, or a 

group of neighbouring catchments, together with areas of associated coastline. 

From 1952-2015, fishery occupiers could make a single return for all of their 

fisheries located in a single Salmon Fishery District; data from such returns 

cannot be disaggregated to individual fisheries. 

Since 2016, Marine Scotland have annually assessed the conservation status of 

salmon stocks in 173 areas (mainly individual rivers) and the Scottish Parliament 

has introduced measures to protect stocks through annual Salmon Conservation 

Regulations. To enable these stock assessments, fishery occupiers are now 

required to report catches for fisheries located in different assessed areas 

separately, even if they are located within the same District. Fisheries from within 

the same assessed area can still be reported on a single form. Fishery Districts 

contain one or more assessed areas, estuaries and associated coastline; in some 

cases they may also include areas that are not assessed and which may or may 

not be fished currently. Occupiers of fisheries not located in an assessed area can 

continue to report multiple fisheries on a single form if those fisheries are located 

within one District. These reporting requirements do not apply to fisheries that do 

not catch salmon. 

Information on salmon catches (2017-2021) for assessed areas were published in 

the last release of Official Statistics on salmon catches 

(https://data.marine.gov.scot/dataset/salmon-rod-fishery-statistics- 2017-2021-

reported-catch-assessment-area). These include data from a number of the rivers 

included in your request (rivers Lochy, Nevis, Leven, Coe, Awe, Etive, Scaddle, 

Fyne, Array (presumed to mean the River Aray), and the Kinglass Water, 

Carradale Water and Iorsa Water). 

For returns made in 2011-2015, some fishery occupiers were retrospectively 

asked to apportion salmon catch numbers to the new assessment areas in order 

to allow stocks to be assessed in those areas for the first Salmon Conservation 

Regulations to be enacted in 2016 (the assessment process requires catch data 

for the most recent five years). (For information on conserving salmon stocks, see 

https://www.gov.scot/policies/salmon-and-recreational-fisheries/conservation/ and 

links therein to the list of 173 assessment areas). The 2011-2015 data will be 
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released as part of the next publication of salmon catch Official Statistics and for 

rivers included in your request, these data are included in our response. 

We do not hold data for rivers that are not assessed areas, nor for rivers prior to 

2011 (regulation 10(4)(a) – information not held - applies). Other data that we may 

hold have not been geolocated to assessment areas and are only geolocated to 

the level of the Salmon Fishery District and to the individual beat(s) listed on the 

return. The national salmon and sea trout catch database does not have a field 

within it to allow identification of fisheries or catch returns to “river” or “assessment 

area”. For us to geolocate fisheries’ returns to assessment areas for years prior to 

2011 would be creating information that we do not hold; the EIRs do not require an 
authority to create information in order to respond to a request.

We do hold individual catch returns which may include data for some of the rivers 

listed in this request. However, identifying if we do hold individual catch returns 

relating to any of the rivers that are not assessed areas is a lengthy process 

involving significant levels of skill and complex judgement. 

Experience of doing so in response to two recent requests has demonstrated that 

attempting to identify catch data that may be held for individual rivers (and 

subsequently compiling, quality checking and, where necessary, redacting it) can 

be a significant burden upon the organisation and, in this case, would not be 

proportionate. Regulations 10(4)(a) (Information Not Held) and 10(4)(b) (Manifestly 

Unreasonable) therefore apply to the parts of this request that are for data from 

rivers which are not assessed areas and for data from before 2011. 




