
From: stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk <stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk>  
Sent: 11 April 2022 21:07 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot> 
Subject: INTOG application criteria (Case Ref: SF8871) 

 
 
Dear Michael,  
 
I am writing to you with regards to the INTOG application criteria.  
 
A constituent working within the sector has been in contact with my office with concerns that there are 
a number of disconnects between the INTOG information from Crown Estate Scotland (CES) and the 
outcomes set out in the North Sea Transition Deal (NSTD). This centres primarily around the inclusion 
of supply decarbonisation, supply chain transformation and hydrogen production.  
 
Firstly, my constituent feels that schemes should be assessed namely in terms of emissions 
reduction, but that the INTOG process is centred on how much a prospective project is able to pay 
CES per km2 of seabed. My constituent feels the scoring criteria should be amended to reflect that 
principle and that if seabed lease costs are passed through to the same oil and gas companies the 
NTSD is designed to support then it will potentially incentivise earlier withdrawal from the North Sea.  
 
Secondly, it is felt that the scale and speed of delivery is not weighted properly in the criteria set by 
INTOG, particularly given the purpose of INTOG is to enable the industry to reduce emissions at the 
greatest level possible in the time available. In that respect, my constituent believes that basin-wide 
schemes reaching the largest number of platforms and achieving the most significant emissions 
reduction should be the preference.  
 
Thirdly, I understand that my constituent feels there is a clear difference between INTOG and NSTD 
in respect of hydrogen production. INTOG present the chance for a significant expansion of green 
hydrogen production and my constituent believes that the evaluation process and weighting criteria 
should reward projects that integrate offshore platform electrification with such hydrogen production.  
 
Finally, my constituent has outlined what he feels is a conflict of interest in the INTOG process in that 
operators of platforms can apply for seabed rights in order to electrify their platforms and that as part 
of INTOG, applicants are required to submit a letter of intent with platform operators for power offtake. 
Therefore, should an operator intend to submit a proposal to INTOG, my constituent is concerned that 
they would have no interest in negotiating a letter of intent to support an applicant with a competing 
scheme.  
 
I would be grateful if you could give consideration to these points raised and I look forward to hearing 
from you in due course.  
 
Kind regards, 
Stephen  
 
Stephen Flynn 
MP for Aberdeen South 
 
To keep up with the work I’ve been doing as your local MP, then please subscribe to my 
monthly newsletter here. My most recent newsletter can be viewed here.  
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Stephen Flynn MP
stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Reference: 202200294729
 
 
Dear Stephen,
 
 
Thank you for your correspondence sent on 11/04/2022. Your query will be passed to the relevant area
for consideration and has been given a reference number of 202200294729. Please quote this number
in all correspondence. The Scottish Government aim to respond, where necessary, as quickly as
possible and within the stated timescale as indicated on our website (http://www.gov.scot/Contacts/).
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely
MiCase
Correspondence system for SG and partner agencies 

The Scottish Government takes your privacy seriously. You may have written to us because you have a question or want to make a complaint. Our privacy
notice (https://beta.gov.scot/publications/contacting-the-scottish-government-handling-your-data), available on our website, sets out how we use your personal
data, and your rights when communicating with us. It is made under Article 13 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot



To: stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk  
 
Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner 
agencies - 202200294729  
 
Date: 16/05/2022 16:24  
 
Good afternoon,  
 
Please find attached a letter from Mr Michael Matheson, Cabinet Secretary for Net 
Zero, Energy and Transport.  
 
Regards  
 
[REDACTED] 
Assistant Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport 
– Michael Matheson  
Scottish Government  
Email: CabSecNetZET@gov.scot 



Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and
Transport
Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Net Zero, Cumhachd agus
Còmhdhail 
Michael Matheson BPA/MSP

a b c d

T : 0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot
 
Stephen Flynn MP
stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Reference: 202200294729
Your Reference: SF8871
 
16 May 2022
 
Dear Stephen,
 
Thank you for your recent correspondence, dated 11 April 2022, raising your constituent’s concerns
about the INTOG leasing process and the possible disconnects between INTOG and the North Sea
Transition Deal (NSTD).

The INTOG planning process and upcoming leasing round is a new and significant opportunity to drive
forward the decarbonisation oil and gas sector whilst enabling Scotland to further capitalise on our huge
offshore wind, and particularly, floating wind potential. I welcome the feedback from your constituent
regarding their concerns for the INTOG scoring criteria and the further opportunity for hydrogen
production.

The INTOG planning process has been specifically focussed on the targeted decarbonisation of oil and
gas infrastructure in Scottish waters.  This is the first time an offshore wind plan and leasing process
has been taken forward with that specific purpose in mind.  As such, projects progressing through the
plan must adhere to specific conditions to ensure they are meeting this objective.  There is also a
balance to be struck between new offshore wind opportunity and the increased likelihood of cumulative
negative impact resulting from a much-expanded sector. Accordingly, each project must demonstrate
that they are directly reducing emissions through the electrification of one or many oil and gas
installations. INTOG does not exclude the use of offshore wind to deliver hydrogen conversion or the
use of other fuels to assist with this decarbonisation. In fact, there has also been interest in the use of
ScotWind projects for hydrogen production that will further enable Scotland to develop a hydrogen
capacity, and may naturally lead to a mix of solutions to help meet our net zero commitments.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus Rùnaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot
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Crown Estate Scotland have a responsibility to ensure a fair value for the assets they manage.  As
such, the scoring, price mechanism and the competitive leasing process have been designed to
manage and accommodate a number of different competitive solutions.  Crown Estate Scotland have
recently undertaken a period of engagement with potential applicants on the nature of the leasing
proposals and if your constituent has not already fed into that process I would encourage them to
contact Crown Estate Scotland directly (enquiries@crownestatescotland.com) to ensure that their views
are considered, especially the suggestion to pass lease fees to the oil and gas operators directly.
 Whilst basin-wide solutions may be possible, the nature and spread of oil and gas installations does
not make an easy case for one single solution. As such, the leasing process should not exclude the
opportunity for smaller projects that equally meet our net zero commitments.

I note with interest the comment about a potential for a conflict of interest in the INTOG leasing process
that your constituent has raised and I have asked officials to speak to Crown Estate Scotland on this
matter and seek confirmation that they are confident that the potential conflict has been addressed.
 However, as you have rightly pointed out, the aim of INTOG is the decarbonisation of oil and gas
through offshore wind.  An oil and gas operator who bids into the process is unlikely to support a
competitor in the same way they may not be willing to buy electricity from a competitor.  A project that
cannot demonstrate it will contribute to the decarbonisation of oil and gas installations would fall out of
the targeted oil and gas component of INTOG.

While I hope that the information above provides your constituent with the assurances that INTOG is
designed to enable decarbonisation of oil and gas installations, through offshore wind, and play its part
in the NSTD, many of the points discussed are specific to the leasing aspect of INTOG.  As such, I
have also asked officials in Marine Scotland to relay these concerns to Crown Estate Scotland directly.
 
Yours sincerely

 
MICHAEL MATHESON

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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From: stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk <stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk>  
Sent: 17 August 2022 15:25 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot> 
Subject: Seagreen - Scottish Manufacturing Capacity - Offshore Wind (Case Ref: SF9806) 

 
 
Dear Michael, 
 
I have been contacted by a constituent with concerns around the manufacturing of turbines for the 
Seagreen project. 
 
My constituent is concerned that no contracts for the turbines were won by Scottish firms and has 
raised concerns that Scotland is not in a position to secure much of the manufacturing work that will 
come with our expansion into offshore wind. 
 
I would be grateful if you could outline what the Scottish Government is doing to drive up 
manufacturing capacity in Scotland and any further information that you can provide to address the 
concerns of my constituent,. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you in due course.   
 
Kind regards, 
Stephen  
 
Stephen Flynn 
MP for Aberdeen South 
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Stephen Flynn MP
stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Reference: 202200316252
 
 
Dear Stephen Flynn MP,
 
 
Thank you for your correspondence received on 17/08/2022. Your query will be passed to the relevant
area for consideration and has been given a reference number of 202200316252. Please quote this
number in all correspondence. The Scottish Government aim to respond, where necessary, as quickly
as possible and within the stated timescale as indicated on our website (http://www.gov.scot/Contacts/).
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely
MiCase
Correspondence system for SG and partner agencies 

The Scottish Government takes your privacy seriously. You may have written to us because you have a question or want to make a complaint. Our privacy
notice (https://beta.gov.scot/publications/contacting-the-scottish-government-handling-your-data), available on our website, sets out how we use your personal
data, and your rights when communicating with us. It is made under Article 13 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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To: stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk  
Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner 
agencies - 202200316252  
Date: 25/08/2022 12:25  
 
Good afternoon, Please find attached a letter from Mr Michael Matheson, Cabinet 
Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport.  
 
Regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
Assistant Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport 
– Michael Matheson  
Scottish Government  
Email: CabSecNetZET@gov.scot 



Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and
Transport
Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Net Zero, Cumhachd agus
Còmhdhail 
Michael Matheson BPA/MSP

a b c d

T : 0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot
 
Stephen Flynn MP
stephen.flynn.mp@parliament.uk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Reference: 202200316252
Your Reference: Ref: SF9806
 
25 August 2022
 
Dear Stephen,
 
Thank you for your email of 17 August 2022 regarding your constituent’s concerns around the lack of
turbine contracts being awarded to Scottish firms with the expansion of Offshore wind.

The responsibility for contract award decisions rests with the company and previous awards made
would have been as part of a leasing round prior to Crown Estate Scotland becoming accountable to
Scottish Ministers.

On 17th January this year, Crown Estate Scotland announced the winners of the ScotWind leasing
round. This is the first devolved leasing round for offshore wind development in Scottish Waters, and
the first leasing round in Scotland in a decade. ScotWind is the world’s largest commercial round for
floating offshore wind and puts Scotland at the forefront of offshore wind development globally.

The introduction of a Supply Chain Development Statement by Crown Estate Scotland as part of the
ScotWind leasing round will help to release economic benefits for the Scottish economy. Each
ScotWind application was required to include a Supply Chain Development Statement (SCDS) setting
out its supply chain goals and committing developers to meet those goals through the various stages of
their projects. These commitments amount to billions of pounds of investment to the Scottish supply
chain and economy and, while lease awards were not contingent on the content of the Development
Statements, I expect developers to honour their commitments.
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As more large scale windfarms are built throughout this decade, I expect developers to be engaging
early with companies based in Scotland to ensure that key manufacturing contracts do not go to yards
overseas and I want firms based in Scotland to be well equipped to bid effectively for supply chain
contracts so that they become the preferred choice for developers.

I hope this is helpful and reassures your constituent that I am fully committed to utilising every lever
within our devolved competence to support and grow domestic supply chain.
 
Yours sincerely,

 
MICHAEL MATHESON
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