
Attachment 1 – Minister Neil Gray visit to Belgium 
 

WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER 

Meeting Vasco Alves Cordeiro, President of European Committee of the Regions 

Meeting Nathalie Loiseau MEP, Chair of UK-EU Parliamentary Partnership 
Assembly 

Speaking: Vanguard Ministerial meeting 

Meeting Jan Witold Waszczykowsi, Chair of European Parliament EU-Ukraine 
delegation 

Meeting Vsevlod Chentsov, Ukrainian Ambassador to the EU 

Meeting Jan Jambon, Minister Prsident of Flanders 

Scottish Government St Andrews Concert and Reception 

THURSDAY 1 DECEMBER 

Meeting Pascal Smet, Secretary of State, Brussels Government 

Meeting Cees Loggen, President of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 

 
 
Speech at the Arctic Futures Symposium  
 
A useful opportunity to tailor our Arctic messaging for an EU-focused audience. 
References to Scotland’s commitment to the EU and European Territorial 
Cooperation, as well as wider Arctic engagement were well-received. NG delivered a 
in a session with five other speakers. This was the first time an SG Minister has 
addressed the AFS and it enabled officials to continue dialogue over the remainder 
of the two-day conference. NG’s speech covered: 
 

• An introduction to Arctic Connections, Scotland’s Arctic policy framework  
• Scotland’s commitment to EU cooperation, including on the new EU Arctic 

strategy. 
• Welcomed EU action on climate change and set out Scotland’s renewable 

energy and hydrogen ambitions. 
• Emphasised the importance of European Territorial Cooperation programmes 

such as Northern Periphery and Arctic and set out the SG’s position on calling 
for continued investment from the UK government. 

• What the SG is doing to maintain close links with the Arctic – particularly on 
the Arctic Connections Fund, increased engagement with the University of the 
Arctic network, funding the Scottish Arctic Network and supporting Arctic 
Science Summit Week in Edinburgh in 2024. 

 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 29 NOVEMBER 

Arctic Futures Symposium 

Meeting Will Macfarlane, Deputy UK Ambassador to the EU 

Meeting with Seamus Boland, European Economic and Social Committee 

Meeting with Northern Sparsely Populated Areas group 

Meeting with Clara Ganslandt, European External Action Service Arctic Envoy 

Scotland Europa St Andrew’s Day lecture 



Meeting with Will Macfarlane, Deputy UK Ambassador to the EU 
 
Minister Neil Gray (NG), Martin Johnson (MJ) UKMIS: Will Macfarlane, [redacted 
under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
A useful briefing session led by Will Macfarlane (WMF), supported by colleagues 
covering Ukraine related issues.  
 
WMF reflected on EU-UK relations and took stock of progress on the NI Protocol. 
[76 words redacted under section 32(1)(a))]. NG set out the SG position and a 
desire to take the Bill off the table and focus on mutually agreed solutions which 
were sustainable. He noted the importance of restoring the NI institutions, but also 
the difficulty of achieving that.  
 
On Brussels business WMF noted proposals on the Waste Packaging Directive were 
due this week – of interest to Scotland eg spirits industry – and generally the EU 
policy machine would be working hard between now and around end 2024 (ahead of 
EP elections in Spring 2025 and a new Commission at the end of that year).  
 
On Ukraine WMF gave some background [142 words redacted under section 
32(1)(a))]. In practical terms, there had been good joint working on military support; 
sanctions; humanitarian aid; solidarity lanes; economic support. On reconstruction 
NG set out Scotland’s desire to play a role, including through the European 
Committee of the Regions structures. WFM mentioned the recovery summit in June 
2023 to be held in London. [redacted under section 38(1)(b)] set out further details 
on the coordination with the EU on areas like medical stockpiles, refugee response 
and energy generators. UK was a big donor. There was work ongoing on 
‘winterisation’, but also on long-term development support to Ukraine. NG set out 
Scotland’s commitment to play its part, through the ‘Warm Scots Welcome’ to 
refugees, and more widely.              
 
 
Meeting with Seamus Boland, European Economic and Social Committee  
 
Minister Neil Gray (NG), Joni Smith (JS), Seamus Boland (SB) 
 
A friendly and constructive introductory meeting between Minister Neil Gray [NG] 
and Seamus Boland [SB], president, European Economic and Social Committee.  
 
SB began by providing an overview of the work of the EESC and its three pillars 
representing civil society, the employers and the employees.  
 
SB set out his views on the role of civil society in supporting the delivery of, and 
improving, post-Brexit arrangements specifically the TCA. SB particularly interested 
in programmes that can support the sharing of skills and support young people.  
 
Discussed role of Scottish civil society in the working of the Domestic Advisory 
Group and importance of maintaining connections in the post-Brexit context.  
 



NG thanked SB for his continued interest and support for Scotland. NG also thanked 
SB for his views on future opportunities to increase connections between Scottish 
and European civil society.  
 
NG committed to making connections between EESC and Scottish counterparts 
(SCVO, Chambers, STUC etc).  
 
NG keen to explore opportunities for enhanced engagement in margins of future 
DAG. Action: SHB to ensure introductions are made and consider future activity to 
take place at same time as DAG.  
 
 
Meeting with Northern Sparsely Populated Areas group  
 
Minister Neil Gray (NG), Supporting officials: [redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
Nils Kristian Sørheim Nilsen [NN] (North Norway), Kari Aalto, (East and North 
Finland), John Kostet [JK] (North Sweden) 
 
An interesting introductory meeting for NG with a group who have a long-track record 
of collaboration with Highlands & Islands Enterprise and Scotland Europa. 
 
Energy: NN began by reflecting on a visit he took to Orkney two years ago and 
highlighted the opportunity that Orkney and Scotland more widely has with the 
growth of the hydrogen industry. NG agreed it is an important opportunity and we 
have ambitions to not just produce hydrogen for domestic use, but also for export. 
 
JK highlighted the high number and diversity of new energy projects underway in 
Sweden, with nuclear being developed in the south of the country. 
 
Population: NN spoke about some of the aims of the NSPA, highlighting that some of 
the regions they represent have population densities as low as 0.5 people per 
square km. It is not a lack of jobs their member regions face, it is a lack of people.  
NG is keen for Scotland to learn from what they have been doing, as parts of 
Scotland have similarly low population densities. 
 
International cooperation: JK mentioned some other groups SG might be interested 
in engaging with, including CPMR and the Arctic Mayors Forum. NG keen to 
maintain links with Europe following Brexit and happy for officials to explore the most 
appropriate way for Scotland to engage with these groups, which may be at local 
authority level. 
 
NG highlighted the role Scotland is playing in international cooperation through the 
Under2 Coalition, and with 13 regions represented by NSPA, suggested they might 
be interested in hearing more about it. Suggestion was received with interest and 
officials to follow-up with more information. 
 
JK asked about Scotland’s plans for involvement in European programmes such as 
Horizon and ETC. NG set out the SG’s current position on Horizon and  [redacted 
under section 38(1)(b)] or ETC. [redacted under section 38(1)(b)] expanded on 
other initiatives SG is taking to promote collaboration with the Arctic – the Arctic 



Connections Fund (and will share details on how NSPA partners might become 
involved), establishment of Scottish Arctic Network and increased engagement with 
UArctic. 
 
NN offered to arrange engagements with NSPA partners in Tromsø during the Arctic 
Frontiers conference in Jan/Feb. They work clusters of innovators, including on 
hydrogen. Officials to follow-up. 
 
Programme for Government: NN asked about the constitutional situation in Scotland. 
NG set out the current position following the recent Supreme Court ruling. 
 
 
Meeting with Clara Ganslandt, European External Action Service Arctic Envoy-  
 
Clara Ganslandt [CG], [redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Supporting officials: [redacted under section 38(1)(b)], Joni Smith [JS] (EUD). 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] attended on behalf of UKG 
 
A short introductory meeting following CG’s appointment in September to continue 
the constructive relationship SG has had with her predecessors. 
 
NG welcomed CG to her new role and provided an overview of the importance of 
Scotland’s relationship with the Arctic and continued engagement with the EU. 
 
CG reflected on the year since the new EU Arctic policy was published. She was 
positive about the impact it has had, but Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has delayed 
the discussions they had hoped to have with Member States following publication. 
TP highlighted increased engagement with Greenland, with an EU office due to open 
there next year. 
 
JS raised the Arctic Frontiers Abroad event SG will be hosting in Aberdeen in March 
and that this could be an opportunity for CG to visit Scotland. [redacted under 
section 38(1)(b)] will follow up with more details. Action: JS to extend an invitation to 
future SHB events, e.g. Burns Night. 
 
 
Tuesday evening: Scotland Europa St Andrew’s Day lecture.  
 
Minister Gray gave the opening speech before this event. The lecture was delivered 
by Uzma Khan, Vice-Principal of Economic Development and Innovation at the 
University of Glasgow. The lecture focused on the Scottish Government’s approach 
to inclusive growth and a Wellbeing Economy. 
Meeting with Vasco Cordeiro, Chair of European Committee of the Regions  
 
Attendees: Vasco Cordeiro (VC), Anne Morin, Martin Johnson (MJ), [redacted 
under section 38(1)(b)]. 
 



An introductory meeting between Vasco Cordeiro and Minister Gray and to agree SG 
joining the European Alliance of Cities and Regions for the Reconstruction of 
Ukraine.  
 
The Minister began by thanking VC for meeting him.VC responded that it is 
important to preserve the EU’s relationship with Scotland. NG responded that SG 
continue to seek avenues to engage with EU, despite NIP negotiations. 
 
NG announced SG’s intention to join the Alliance which VC welcomed. NG followed 
up by asking about other projects the Alliance is involved in. VC gave a brief 
overview of the Alliance’s foundation in peer-to-peer partnerships. He mentioned that 
a Portuguese region is involved in a project to build a Kindergarten in Kherson.  
NG expressed Scotland’s solidarity with Ukraine at region and national level, nothing 
that Kiev is twinned with Edinburgh. VC expressed that the CoR stands ready to 
support Scotland in efforts to support reconstruction in Ukraine.  
 
NG highlighted that 22,000 refugees have been welcomed in Scotland.  
MJ asked if actions are happening now or post-war, VC responded that peer-to-peer 
projects already.  
 
 
Meeting with Nathalie Loiseau MEP, Chair of UK-EU Parliamentary Partnership 
Assembly  
 
Attendees: Minister Neil Gray, Nathalie Loiseau MEP (NL), Martin Johnson (MJ), 
Helene Nurvala (HV) and  [redacted under section 38(1)(b)]. 
 
An introductory meeting between the Minister and Nathalie Loiseau MEP. 
 
NL opened the meeting by talking about the Parliamentary Partnership Assembly’s 
(PPA) last session. She noted that the PPA is about the whole of the UK, Devolved 
Parliaments should have a chance to express their views. 
 
She gave a run through of the main subjects explored at the PPA including citizens’ 
rights and touring artists. 
 
The Minister thanked NL for her work and asked how she felt the current EU-UK 
relationship was. [144 words redacted under section 32(1)(a))]. 
 
NG raised REUL and highlighted that SG wants to remain aligned with EU law. 
 
Finally, NL noted that she is going to Ukraine in the next few days 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Speaking: Vanguard Ministerial meeting  
 
Minister Gray attended the Vanguard Initiative’s Annual Political Meeting and gave 
the keynote speech of the public session.  The Vanguard initiative brings together 39 
European regions who are focussed on delivering growth and jobs through industry-
led interregional cooperation, co-creation, and co-investment, on the basis of smart 
specialisation.  Scotland was (re)appointed to the Governing Board during the 
meeting. 
 
In his speech, the Minister outlined the importance that we attach to continued 
collaboration with EU partners, Scotland’s forthcoming innovation strategy, and the 
need for Vanguard to focus on promoting co-investment and concrete deliverables 
through its pilots.  The Minister also explained how we link our Vanguard work in the 
(new) Hydrogen and Advanced Manufacturing (ADMA) pilots to existing Scottish 
initiatives and ambitions.  He concluded the speech by reiterating the importance of 
mutual interest and openness given that no single country can address all of the 
challenges we face alone. 
 
Other ministers in the room, led by Mr Eddy Van Hijum (Regional Minister Province 
Overijssel, Member of the EU Committee of Regions and Chair of the Vanguard 
Initiative), reiterated the importance of collaboration between Vanguard members 
and openness.  Commission Director Landabaso (JRC) then spoke about the crises 
that Europe face and the importance of investing limited resource in areas which limit 
duplication through strategic cooperation between regions and the need for a 
particular focus on scale-ups by policy makers. The South Netherlands stressed the 
need to establish closer EU regional connections and European ecosystems; the 
East and North Finns recalled the specific challenges sparsely populated regions 
face; the Welsh echoed our calls for inclusion and openness; and, Asturias and the 
Basque country discussed the importance of smart specialisation strategies (S3) and 
the links to Partnerships for Regional Innovation (PRI).  Finally, Director De Michelis 
(DG REGIO) spoke about the importance of a bottom up approach when seeking to 
develop new innovation policies and the role that Interreg (European Territorial 
Cooperation) programmes play in delivering them transnationally. 
 
 
Meeting with Witold Jan Waszczykowski, Chair of European Parliament EU-
Ukraine delegation  
 
Witold Jan Waszczykowski [WJW] provided Minister Neil Gray [NG] with an overview 
of the work of the European Parliament on Ukraine. Also in attendance: Joni Smith 
(JS) 
 
WJW also provided NG with his assessment of current situation in Ukraine including 
what it will take to win the war, and what would constitute a victory (the return of 
Ukraine to its pre-2014 borders). 
 
[18 words redacted under 32(1)(a)]. WJW highlighted the importance of European 
energy security and the route to securing it in his view.  
 



NG put on record the SG and Scotland’s unequivocal support for the people of 
Ukraine. NG then provided an overview of the support currently being offered by 
Scotland from a humanitarian perspective. Detailed 22,000 Ukrainian refugees 
currently living in Scotland. NG detailed the recent agreement with the Committee of 
the Regions, joining the Alliance for the Reconstruction of Ukraine.  
 
NG highlighted his visit to Poland and paid tribute to the work of the Polish people 
and Polish government in supporting Ukraine – from a foreign policy/defence and 
humanitarian perspective.  
 
[58 words redacted under 32(1)(a)]. 
 
NG confirmed that the SG would continue to do all that it could to support Ukraine, 
linked in particular to humanitarian and support for reconstruction.  
 
 
Meeting with Vsevlod Chentsov (VC), Ukrainian Ambassador to the EU  
 
Attendees: Minister Neil Gray (NG); Ambassador Chantsov (VC); [redacted under 
section 38(1)(b)], Martin Johnson (MJ)  
 
NG welcomed VC to Scotland House for the first time, and noted we had today 
confirmed the Scottish Government participation in the Alliance on Ukraine 
Reconstruction with the European Committee of the Regions – as VC had suggested 
to MJ in the summer. VC welcomed this and asked about Scotland’s specialism or 
niche. NG noted that Scotland had provided resources for humanitarian aid, but was 
open to seeing that could be provided on reconstruction, where material resources, 
specialist services or other items. There could be a role for town and regions as well 
as SG centrally.  
 
VC mentioned that people in the UK had a particular historic understanding of what 
his country was going through due to the history of WWII in particular and bombing 
of UK cities. VC also encouraged Scottish authorities to talk directly to people in 
Kyiv, Zaporizhzhia and elsewhere, and see what resources and support is needed.  
VC offered to share contacts in Kyiv if that was helpful. MJ raised the issue of the 
balance between recovery work starting now and post-war – whenever that was.  
VC confirmed the importance of starting as soon as possible – eg vital infrastructure 
and buildings – while also planning for further reconstruction once Russia’s 
aggression is defeated. VC also mentioned the ‘Fast Recovery Plan’ and suggested 
we receive a copy of that.  
 
NG set out that around 22,000 Ukrainian refugees have now come to Scotland with 
more arriving. This is around 20% of the UK total to date. They are receiving a warm 
Scots welcome and will be looked after as long as is needed. NG said he saw the 
scale of the challenge in June in Warsaw. VC asked how Ukrainians could find work 
in Scotland. NG noted the access to visas as part of the arrangements.        
 
NG talked about the work of the Halo Trust; an international charity headquartered in 
Scotland helping clear landmines. NG had recently seen first-hand how they do this. 
VC talked about innovative new companies in Ukraine who were developing new 



prototypes for machines to identify and clear landmines (eg using drones and 
scanning). Might they work with Halo Trust?  We agreed to share info on this.  
 
MJ mentioned that the forthcoming ceilidh on Schuman Roundabout would be held 
in support of the Scottish Refugee Council, whose work has a strong focus on 
Ukrainian refugees. The Scotland House staff party auction would also raise funds to 
support the same charity. This would build on the fund raising event earlier in the 
year (jointly with North-Rhine Westphalia) and the event around the Scotland-
Ukraine WC football match. VC welcomed this and thanked the team.  
 
Actions  

• Share the Ukrainian fast recovery plan – [redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 

• Offer to link to contacts in Kyiv – VC 

• Share into on the Halo Trust – NG/officials 

• Swap info on related companies working on land mine clearance – VC/NG 
 
 
Meeting with Jan Jambon (JJ), Minister-President of Flanders  
 
Attendees: Jan Jambon (JJ); [redacted under section 38(1)(b)]; Minister Neil Gray 
(NG); Martin Johnson (MJ)   
 
NG welcomed Minister-President JJ to Scotland House for the first time – noting his 
second visit would also be later today for the St Andrew’s Night concert.  
 
On the economy JJ noted economic pressures. In Belgium wages are automatically 
indexed to inflation so will rise 10-11% in January. This will have to be reflected in 
budgets. NG noted that SG was also facing a range of financial and cost of living 
related pressures. The economic outlook is challenging.     
 
NG and JJ had an exchange on the political context. JJ noted there would be 
elections in Belgium in 2024 – at regional and federal level in May (plus European 
Parliament), and local level in October. Discussion touched on the Supreme Court 
judgement and NG noted that any constitutional change process would need to be 
legitimate, and internationally recognised. NG stressed the importance of upholding 
democracy though, and people being given the chance to express a view on key 
issues on their future.    
  
JJ updated on plans for Flanders Trade and Invest to open a new Edinburgh office. 
This will be going ahead in the new year, and we should look to have Scotland 
involved in the launch plans and events. NG welcomed this. 
 
JJ mentioned the MoU work between Flanders and Wales and suggested something 
similar with Scotland. This could encompass a range of areas, such as: environment, 
economy, trade, higher education, and cyber security. NG agreed officials should 
explore this.      
 
On culture, JJ explained that Flanders had some funding from the EU Brexit 
Adjustment Reserve (c. €4-€5m) which had to be spent in 2023.  



His officials were keen to discuss options for linking to Scotland, whether touring 
artists, exhibitions etc. NG agreed that officials should have further discussions soon 
to explore this.  
 
[55 words redacted under 32(1)(a)]. 
 
NG also mentioned attendance at the Burns Supper in January. Officials agreed to 
be in touch on that.   
 
On digital health officials noted they were in touch about a policy round table and 
exchange of views between relevant officials on what we could learn from respective 
developments in Scotland and Flanders.  
 
Actions  

• Explore MoU 

• Explore scope for cultural exchange, utilising Flemish funding from the Brexit 
Adjustment Reserve 

• [3 words redacted under 32(1)(a)]. 

• Explore a round table on digital health 

• Invite JJ and Zuhal Demir formally to the VIP Burns Supper on 24 January.  
 
 
Wednesday evening: Scotland House Brussels St Andrews concert and 
reception 
 
The Minister gave the keynote speech before the concert, outlining the importance of 
St Andrew’s Day to Scotland, the importance of continuing to support the Scottish 
cultural industry as well as artists in this difficult economic period. Musicians who 
played at the concert were Scottish musicians, provided by charity Live Music Now 
Scotland.  
 
The Minister gave the keynote speech before the concert, outlining the importance of 
St Andrew’s Day to Scotland, the importance of continuing to support the Scottish 
cultural industry as well as artists in this difficult economic period. Musicians who 
played at the concert were Scottish musicians, provided by charity Live Music Now 
Scotland.  
 
Pascal Smet, Secretary of State, Ville de Bruxelles  
 
An introductory meeting between the Minister (NG) and Pascal Smet (PS) to discuss 
joint priorities and ways of working and to further consolidate Scotland’s relationship 
with the Ville de Bruxelles. Also in attendance was [redacted under section 
38(1)(b)]. 
 
NG opened the meeting by welcoming Pascal to Scotland House Brussels.  
 
PS asked about the supreme court process to which NG gave an update. PS made 
the distinction between Scotland and Catalonia in this process. 
 



NG mentioned that he had met with the Committee of the Regions President and 
that Scotland had joined the European Alliance for the Reconstruction of Ukraine. PS 
updated that Brussels has taken more refugees than previously agreed. He further 
highlighted that Flanders is building special villages that will host Ukrainians 
refugees. Longer term these villages will host asylum seekers.  NG said that in 
Scotland we have been looking at module units, PS said he would send information 
about the Flemish and Brussels projects. 
 
NG rose city regions, PS said it would be good to collaborate with Scotland on such 
a project. Action: explore this further as to what the collaboration could look like and 
would it be Brussels-Edinburgh or Glasgow or elsewhere? PS mentioned that 
Flemish MPs had a delegation visit to Edinburgh. 
 
Finally PS mentioned his aim to create more car-free spaces to improve quality of life 
in the city. 
 
Meeting with Cees Loggen, President of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 
Regions  
 
An opportunity to learn more about the activity of CPMR and their engagement with 
Scotland. 
 
Cees Loggen [CL], Eleni Marianou [EM] (Secretary General, CPMR), Drew Hendry 
[DH] (MP and former CPMR Vice-President) 
Supporting officials: Martin Johnson (EUD), [redacted under section 38(1)(b)]. 
 
NG opened with the importance of maintaining relationships with partners in Europe 
and reflected on his visit so far. 
 
CPMR membership: CL highlighted the importance of working internationally on 
areas of common interest. CPMR has 4 Scottish members (Highland, 
Aberdeenshire, Aberdeen and Fife Councils) and he is keen to ensure this can be 
maintained, despite financial pressures. 
 
DH emphasised it’s important to maintain relationships that have been built and that 
the benefits of membership continue to be recognised now that Scotland is no longer 
in the EU. 
 
NG reassured CL that SG values the relationship Scotland has with CPMR and is 
keen to work closely together. Respecting local authority autonomy, that remains the 
most appropriate level of Scottish membership – SG would not be in a position to 
join. However, officials will engage with local authorities to understand any concerns 
they have around continued membership. 
 
EM explained it can be possible for Ministers to engage with CPMR, or officials to 
attend events, without necessarily having membership. She highlighted that Wales is 
a member and Quebec are increasing their involvement. 
 



CPMR activity: EM talked about the wider activity of CPMR. 80% of their members 
are from EU states, with 20% not, so there is opportunity for non-EU actors to play 
an important role. 
 
Asked about CPMR’s policy priorities, EM highlighted the Arctic as a growing area of 
interest, climate, renewable energy and emphasis on hydrogen. NG noted the 
crossover with SG priorities, highlighting participation in the Under2 Coalition, 
renewable energy potential and hydrogen ambitions, emphasising the need to 
cooperate rather than compete on hydrogen. 
 
NG asked about CPMR’s North Sea strategy. EM explained they have been tasked 
by Belgian members to develop a macro regional strategy and will bring Scottish 
members into this work. DH highlighted this is an important opportunity to for 
Scotland to be involved in maritime policy development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minister Neil Gray visit to India 
 
SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER (DELHI) 

Visit Humayun’s tomb and Sunder nursery 

Meeting with GlobalScot  

 
MONDAY 5 DECEMBER (DELHI) 

Speaking engagement at Hydrogen conference 

Lemon Tree Hotel Visit & presentation on business model 

Presentation by the Skills Council for people with Disabilities 

Ministerial Meeting with Meenakshi Lekhi, Minister for External Affairs and 
Culture 

Renewable Energy Roundtable discussion  

 
 
TUESDAY 6 DECEMBER (MUMBAI) 

Meeting with Tata Consultancy Services at Air India Building 

AIFF/WIFA event – at WIFA Offices 

SWA Roundtable Discussion at Deputy High Commissioners Residence 

Reception at Deputy High Commissioners Residence 

 
WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER (DELHI) 

Piramal Meeting 

Meeting with Peter Cook 

Gujarat Biotechnology University Event  

Education Roundtable with British Council 

St Andrews Day reception with Deputy High Commission 

 
 
Meeting with Mr Munjal – Sunday 4 December 2022 
 
Attendees: 
Mr Munjal (MM) 
Minister Gray (NG) 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Support: 
 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Summary 
Positive discussion on the opportunities for investment and collaboration in Arts, 
Culture, and Renewable. 
 



Mr Munjal provided Minister Gray with an update on his current investment programs 
and hopes for future work in both the for profit and not for profit arenas. 
India is 3rd largest Start-Up ecosystem in the world – providing good opportunities for 
future partnerships/collaborations/investment in Scotland.   
  
Discussion 
NG thanked MM for the meeting and his hospitality on a Sunday – stressing the 
importance of a strong Global Scots network and the importance of the work they do 
promoting Scotland. MM updated NG on the for profit and not for profit work he is 
doing – current 70/30 split. MM informed NG that his not for profit work is focused in 
5 key areas: Arts & Culture, Education, Gender, Water, and Healthcare.  
 
MM spoke about the Arts and Culture foundation – 14 institutions in one location 
focusing on all areas of Arts and Culture to bring everything into one place, including 
skilling, research, catering, and restoration. The vision is to build something to 
connect India to the world through culture. NG discussed the Culture aspect of his 
portfolio and the importance of Scotland/India partnerships in Culture – on not just 
the G2G level, but with business. Arts and Culture foundation is working with the 
Lincoln Centre, Tate, V&A, British Museum, and more.  
 
MM informed NG that the India High Commissioner had asked for his foundation to 
be involved in festivals in the UK. When MM spoke with Edinburgh – some confusion 
about duration of stay for participants, being told they must be there for the full 4 
weeks – Officials to investigate this and come back to MM.  
 
NG spoke with MM about the India Independence Celebration in September he 
attended at Usher Hall, commenting on the variety of performances. NG discussed 
the festivals in Scotland that would provide great opportunities for more cultural 
performances. MM offered to invite someone from Scotland, involved in the 
Festivals, over to India to see festivals – opportunity for shared learning.  
NG asked what Scotland can do to assist culture performers to study or perform in 
Scotland. MM suggested culture performer exchanges, support artists to visit India 
and find places where Indian projects can be hosted in Scotland – officials to work 
with MM on this.  
 
MM informed NG of the Start Up position in India – that India is the 3rd largest eco 
system in the world for start-ups. MM offered to connect [redacted under section 
38(1)(b)] to SDI. Approx. 280 Space Tech Start Ups – presenting good opportunities. 
MM to connect with CM on Space Tech and Agriculture contacts. NG updated MM 
on the potential Scotland holds for investment, and keen to help MM achieve his 
goals for investing in Scotland. NG invited MM to Scotland for a visit and offered to 
connect MM with people for start-ups – Chambers, Scottish enterprise. MM 
discussed the modification India did to the whole sale index two years prior with goal 
of more sustainable economic opportunities.  
 
MM discussed India’s Clean Energy ambitions and the key for India being Green 
Hydrogen. Mapping was recently completed in some of the coastal areas of India for 
offshore wind – Tamil Nadu and Gujarat – NG highlighted Scotland’s expertise in this 
area.  
 



Actions 
DEXA Officials to check on the Festivals requirements for MM.  
MM and CM to connect on contacts in Space Tech & Agriculture. 
DEXA officials to work on invite for MM to Scotland – intro to Chambers, and 
Scottish Enterprise. 
 
 
Presentation – Lemon Tree and Skills Council for People with Disabilities – 
Monday 5 December 2022 
 
Attendees 
Lemon Tree Hotels: 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Skill Council for Persons with Disability team: 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
NGO Partners: 
Muskaan NGO: partner for Intellectual & Developmental Disability, including Down 
Syndrome, UKIERI is focused on this. 
Action for Autism  
Heritage Xperiential School 
Evoluer Solutions all 3 partners for Autism 
Sai Swayam Society partner for Speech & Hearing Impaired 
 
Discussion 
Minister Neil Gray attended a presentation at Lemon Tree Hotels in Delhi, that was 
delivered by Lemon Tree and the Skills Council for People with Disabilities.  
 

[redacted under section 38(1)(b)]provided an overview of Lemon Tree’s work with 
people with disabilities, how this has been supported by the UKIERI funded 
partnership with Glasgow Kelvin College and the SCPWD which started in 2016. 
walked the Minister through the reputational impact the programme has on the 
business, the brand, and the nation. explained that it is not only working with 
disabled persons, but also those from Economic and Socially deprived backgrounds.  
 
and the NGO partners presented the training process for employees with different 
disabilities and how they have been tailored specifically. Al described the role of job 
coaches providing support to the disabled person, but also to other employees on 
how to interact effectively. highlighted that between different disabilities there needs 
to be understanding on how to communicate effectively and understand the 
differences.  
 
Presentation on how the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) manuals are created 
for each role, and bespoke to each disability. For example for Autism the SOP is 
structured with tasks in a specific order, using tailored language. Discussion on 
lessons learned from the start of the model, where there were conflicting SOPs that 
had not been considered, until the situation arose, and need to then review and 
ensure that SOPs are prioritised.  
 



Presentation on the importance of job mapping – each job has the requisite elements 
mapped, and the NGO partners work with HR and the trainers to determine which 
role can be fulfilled by a person with a specific disability. Highlighting the importance 
of running trials and pilots, adapting the training to be specific to the disability. 
explained that one of the successes of the model is that the company has low 
attrition – and the inward promotion is high.  
 
Skills council for people with disabilities gave presentation on job mapping, how they 
adapt training courses depending on the disability. Highlighting the importance of 
industry support in piloting programmes.  
 
 
Meeting with Minister Meenakshi Lekhi  – Monday 5 December 2022  
 
Attendees: 
Minister Lekhi (ML) 
Minister Gray (NG) 
British High Commissioner Alex Ellis (BHC) 
 
Support: 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Summary 
Positive discussion on the renewable energy, culture, education, and future work on 
artefacts.  [16 words redacted under section 32(1)(a))] 
 
Hydrogen and offshore wind are key areas of development for India and would 
welcome engagement/partnerships/collaboration in this area. Joint Venture 
opportunities could further support this.  
  
Discussion 
NG thanked ML for the meeting and her hospitality. ML commented the need for 
greater interaction, particularly given G20. NG discussed the areas of focus for his 
visit – culture, education, equality, and the environment. Expressing the desire to 
expand collaboration and partnerships in Hydrogen and offshore/onshore wind.  
 
Renewables 
ML asked about transportation of Green Hydrogen, as this is a key area India wishes 
to gain knowledge. NG discussed the current situation in Scotland, and the desire for 
when producing it at scale the pipeline transition from Oil/Gas to Hydrogen will be 
completed. ML asked about the pressure measures and requisite strength of pipes 
for pipelines. NG offered knowledge sharing on this, and the potential investment 
opportunities in Scotland. BHC offered that there is great research being done in 
blue hydrogen – a lot of potential for other countries.  
 
[82 words redacted under 33(1)(b)] 
 
 
 



Culture 
ML expressed that Culture is a very diverse and interesting portfolio. NG updated ML 
on his recent visit to Humayun’s Tomb and Sunder Nursery – the importance of 
recreational spaces in cities. NG expressed desire in Scotland for history to be 
properly interpreted in museums. ML noted and appreciated Scotland and the 
Ministers sensitivity on this, expressing that there are many artefacts India would be 
keen to see returned. NG offered to share update on the Glasgow Life repatriation 
and discussed the possibility of linking up with the Archaeological Survey of India to 
invite experts to Scotland to look at artefacts in store and how to best curate exhibits. 
NG and ML had a positive and frank discussion on the repatriation of artefacts. 
 
NG discussed festivals in Scotland and India, and the opportunities these provided 
for more links between the two countries – that Scotland is interesting in expanding 
opportunities to see greater representation of Indian Performers in Scotland, and see 
increased Scottish Performers in India. ML offered to prepare a list of key performers 
and make recommendation on who best to invite to Scotland. ML offered to fit in 
Scottish Performers if she is made aware of any that wish to visit. Officials to take 
this up with Culture/Festivals. ML discussed the possibility of cost sharing for each 
exchange.  
 
[70 words redacted under section 32(1)(a))] 
 
FTA  
[38 words redacted under section 32(1)(a))]. 
 
Inward Investment 
NG spoke about the potential for increased investment into Scotland – with Scotland 
being the 2nd largest destination in the UK. NG requested any  advice ML could offer 
on making connections. ML highlighted that Green hydrogen, cost of storage and 
transport/transfer would be a key area. ML informed NG that India is a huge market 
for Hydrogen, production costs are lower, and there are very few players currently in 
the market. ML discussed the potential for Joint Ventures in India to open up the 
market. NG discussed sharing knowledge, skilling, training, and upskilling in the 
sector from Scotland.  
 
ML thanked NG for meeting with her, and for visiting India – informing the 
importance of building partnerships between the two countries. NG thanked ML for 
the meeting and invited ML to visit Scotland to continue these important discussions. 
 
Actions 
Details of the objects being repatriated to India by Glasgow Life Museums to be 
shared with Minister Lekhi’s office.  
Virtual meeting to be setup with Archaeological Survey of India and Minister Gray.  
Festival contacts to be shared with Minister Lekhi’s office.  
Update agencies/festivals and culture colleagues on the offer of collaboration from 
Minister Lekhi.  
Colleagues to look into the Joint Venture opportunities for Renewable Energy and 
Water. 
 
 



Energy Roundtable - 5 December 
Regency 4/5, The LaLit New Delhi, Barakhamba Avenue, Connaught Place, New 
Delhi  
 
Attendees: 
20 senior officials from Indian Renewable Energy/Hydrogen Industry and senior 
officials from Scottish companies operating in India.  
Ketan Pednekar, Senior Trade Specialist, Scottish Development International 
 
Energy roundtable with senior industry leaders in Renewable Energy and Hydrogen 
sector. 
 
Event began with welcome speech by Ketan Pednekar, outlining SDI’s engagements 
in the Indian Energy Sector. 
 
Discussion followed on a facilitated discussion with industry leaders from India on 
areas of collaboration [redacted under section 33(1)(b)] 
 
 
Meeting with Tata Consultancy Services – Tuesday 6 December 2022 

Attendees: 
Nandan Mehta – Corporate Affairs - EMEA 
Ankur Mathur – Vice President & Business Unit Head, Education 
Minister Gray 

Support: 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Summary: 
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) are one of the largest Indian investors in 
Scotland.  TCS started business in Scotland in 1982 and has grown to around 30 
clients and more than 2.5k associates located in Scotland itself. 
 
TCS recently announced a major applied engineering and research partnership with 
The National Robotarium, the UK’s largest and most advanced AI and robotics 
research centre at Heriot-Watt University’s Edinburgh campus. 
 
The meeting provided an opportunity to acknowledge TCS presence in Scotland and 
to reinforce SG/SE/SDI’s commitment to support TCS’s growth in Scotland. 
 
The minister received a positive feedback from TCS acknowledging the strong 
engagement between SG/SE/SDI and that TCS are keen to continue to work with 
Team Scotland in future projects. 
 
Discussion: 
Minister Gray thanked Nandan Mehta & Ankur Mathur for the meeting and 
acknowledged TCS investment in Scotland. 
 



 
Nandan Mehta provided insights on the Tata group and TCS business. 
The discussion touched upon the recent partnership with the National Robotarium. 
TCS and The National Robotarium will work together with experts from Heriot-Watt 
University and the University of Edinburgh on applied engineering and joint research 
across multiple disciplines. 
 
Ankur Mehta appreciated Scotland’s initiative in the digital sector and expressed 
interest  in working together on technology adaptation in the education sector. 
 
Minister Neil Gray expressed SG/SE/SDI are keen to continue work with TCS to 
support TCS future expansion in Scotland and will provide a feedback to the Scottish 
Government on TCS’s interest in the education sector. 
 
Action: 
SG/SE/SDI to continue to engage and support TCS locally. 
 
Minister Neil Gray will feedback to the Scottish Government on TCS’s interest in 
working with education sector. 

 
Meeting with Western India Football Association – Tuesday 6 December 2022 
Attendees: 
Wendy D’Costa (WD) 
Minister Gray (NG) 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Support: 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Summary 
Discussion on the work WIFA is doing to increase female participation in Football, 
and the promotion of the sport in general across Maharashtra and India.  
 
Discussion 
NG thanked WIFA for meeting and expressed interest in hearing about the work 
being done to increase female participation in the sport. WD discussed the work 
being done, particularly with women and girls from lower income backgrounds, and 
the links with UNICEF on this work. NG asked how many participants in the 
programmes so far, WD informed NG that 10,000 to 15,000 children in Mumbai 
across 3 locations. WD discussed that AIFF have taken over the programme now. 
NG asked about the impact the programme is having. WD explained the impact has 
been positive, significant numbers of participants – one of the girls’ teams became 
champions this year. WD explained the level of education involved and the need to 
adapt it to the learning requirements of participants.  
 
 
 
 



NG asked whether Rangers were involved on the ground in the AIFF programme, 
WD informed it is an online learning platform that has been created. NG expressed 
hope for more Scottish Clubs to get involved in similar programmes and asked about 
school involvement. WD explained that the programmes are club based for women 
and under 17, but grassroots programmes that go by school and community needs 
to assess and then implement. NG inquired about parent involvement. WD informed 
that it varies depending on the community – the lower income, it is more difficult for 
parental involvement given the demands on their time, but the interest and support is 
there.  
 
Discussion on the impact of the Euros and World Cup women’s competitions has 
helped to develop more interest in Football. NG inquired as to level of female 
involvement in other sports. CM the work with children with learning disabilities and 
autism that Rangers does and the possibility of this being shared with WIFA and 
AIFF. WD expressed interest in this as Just Play was adapted for India, it would be 
helpful to see their programme and how to best adapt for India and needs of 
communities NG highlighted his visit to Lemon Tree hotels and the work they are 
doing with disabled persons, and how the training has been adapted. WD keen to 
know more.  
 
Discussion on leasing arrangements of the ground, and the use of the grounds for 
further funding.  
NG thanked WIFA for their time and hospitality.  
 
Actions 
Officials to check possible SFA involvement with Sports colleagues.  
 
 
Scotch Whisky Association (SWA) Roundtable – 6 December 2022 
Deputy High Commissioner’s Residence, Mumbai 
 
The Roundtable was hosted and convened by Alan Gemmell, UK Trade 
Commissioner for India, with the key guests being Neil Gray and Ian McKendrick, 
Director International for the SWA. It was attended by India based members of the 
SWA.   
 
Mr Gray addressed the Roundtable, highlighting the importance of Scotch whisky to 

the Scottish economy.  

 

The roundtable discussion focused on tariffs, [382 words redacted under section 

32(1)(a))].  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meeting Note – Minister Gray meeting with Piramal - 7 Dec 2022 
 
Meeting Attendee 
Peter DeYoung 
Minister Neil Gray 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Support: 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Summary: 
Piramal are one of Scotland’s largest investors in the Pharma sector and continue to 
grow their operations in Scotland. The company’s Grangemouth site has expertise in 
the development and manufacture of antibody drug conjugates (ADCs) and employs 
179 people in Scotland. 
 
Piramal are building a new anti-cancer drug manufacturing facility in Scotland to add 
to their existing expertise. 
 
The meeting provided an opportunity to acknowledge Piramal’s expansion in 
Scotland and to reinforce SG/SE/SDI’s commitment to support Piramal’s growth in 
Scotland. 
 
The minster received a positive update on the progress of the new facility in 
Scotland. 
 
Discussion: 
Minister Neil Gray thanked Peter DeYoung for the meeting and acknowledged 
Piramal’s investment in Scotland building on the existing expertise for antibody-drug 
conjugates (ADC) at Grangemouth.  Minster Neil Gray mentioned SG/SE/SDI are 
keen to continue our engagement and support Piramal’s growth in Scotland. 
 
Mr Peter DeYoung spoke about the progress of the new facility in Scotland. 
Particularly mentioned the new facility is looking good and Piramal have initiated 
recruitment for this facility.  Peter DeYoung acknowledged the support received from 
SG/SE/SDI. 
 
Minister Neil Gray expressed SG/SE/SDI are keen to continue work with Piramal to 
support Piramal’s future expansion in Scotland. 
 
The meeting ended at a positive note with Peter DeYoung particularly mentioning the 
structured and constant support provided by SGI/SE/SDI. 
 
Action: 
SG/SE/SDI to continue to engage and support Piramal locally 
 
 
 
 



Meeting with Peter Cook, Deputy High Commissioner for Gujarat and 
Rajasthan – Wednesday 7 December 2022 
 
Attendees: 
Deputy High Commissioner Peter Cook (DHC) 
Minister Gray (NG) 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Support: 
[redacted under section 38(1)(b)] 
 
Summary 
Positive briefing by Deputy High Commissioner on the opportunities in Gujarat for 
Scotland.  
 
Discussion 
NG thanked DHC for the meeting and for coming to Mumbai to participate in the 
Gujarat Biotechnology University event.  
 
DHC explained that Gujarat provides huge opportunities [419 words redacted 
under section 33(1)(b)] 
 
Actions 
DHC to send list of suggested names for future visits between Scotland and India.  
 

 

Presentation/Roundtable – Gujurat Biotechnology University – Wednesday 7 
December 2022 
 
Attendees 
Professor Peter Doerner - Academic Director to GBU 
Indre Petrauskaite - Head of International Operations, School of Biological Sciences 
Amrita Sadarangani - Executive Director, Gujarat Biotechnology University – 
University of Edinburgh project 
Professor Subeer Majumdar - Director General 
Peter Cook – Deputy High Commissioner Gujarat and Rajasthan 
Minister Neil Gray 
 
Discussion 
Minister Neil Gray attended a presentation and roundtable discussion with Edinburgh 
University and Gujarat Biotechnology University staff to learn about the partnership, 
and possibility to promote future partnerships.  
 
Amrita provided background to the partnership between Edinburgh and Gujarat, 
highlighting the support received from the Deputy High Commissioner, as well as the 
Government in Gujarat.  
 
 
 



Peter Doerner detailed how the partnership came about, and the development of the 
programmes – particularly the focus on Industry, and the need to educate students in 
a way that encourages problem solving, employability, and fulfils industry needs for 
employment.  
 
Minister Gray heard from a student and a professor about the positive experience 
they have had so far, and how the programme, being so focused on problem solving 
and industry, has benefitted them already.  
 
Minister Gray heard about the challenges in setting up a partnership between 
universities across countries, but that the model from Edinburgh/GBU can serve as 
inspiration but also road map for future collaborations in Gujarat particularly, but also 
India more broadly.  
 
Peter and Amrita discussed how the partnership and the programme can be 
promoted at home as well as abroad, and Peter Cook discussed the opportunities in 
Gujarat for further collaborations with Scottish Universities.  
 
 
British Council – Education Roundtable 

Mumbai, 7 December 2022 

 

Seven Scottish and nine Indian universities attended a roundtable organised by the 

British Council looking at the themes of science research partnerships and 

Transnational Education.  

 

The Minister gave the opening address, highlighting the degree of collaboration 

between Indian and Scottish universities as well as the fact that almost 6,000 

students now study in Scotland. He was able to announce two new research 

partnerships between Scottish and Indian universities funded by the Scotland-Asia 

Partnerships for Higher Education Research (SAPHIRE) fund (Edinburgh Napier and 

Aberdeen Universities being the Scottish partners working with institutions in 

Bengaluru and Delhi respectively, on climate change and brain tumours). The 

roundtable consisted of two parts: 

• Increasing science research collaboration 

• Increasing co-operation in the field of TransNational Education 

 

Key discussion points/ recommendations: 

1. Science research: 

• Build on solid foundations of the British Council’s UKIERI and Newton Bhabha 

and the Scottish Government’s SAPHIRE funds to encourage more research 

collaboration 

• Encourage smaller universities to apply (often as part of larger consortia)    

• Encourage early year researchers to apply 

• Use research to maximise impact on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

• Look at the benefits beyond academia – encourage more applied research  



• Welcomed the involvement of the state in providing research funds 

• Encourage funders to look for match funding 

 

2. Transnational Education: 

• Learn from the example of Gujarat Biotechnology University/ Edinburgh 

University partnership 

• Universities to look for opportunities for twinning 

• Encourage joint supervision of PhDs  

• Develop opportunities to move from academic research to practical 

application and entrepreneurship 

• Building on meeting SDGs, think of social entrepreneurship and the potential 

for research to lead to the development of NGOs to tackle social issues such 

as women’s rights 

 

3. Across both themes: 

• Organise a follow-up event in the first half of 2023, bringing the universities 

represented here back together and exploring future partnerships, including 

how many of the above issues can be addressed. 

 
 

 


