
Annex B – Internal Communications sent to the Cabinet Secretary for Net 
Zero, Energy and Transport and/or the Minister For Transport from 16 
February 2021 to 11 October 2022 in relation to timeline, funding, 
construction and delivery of the A96 Inverness to Nairn (Including Nairn 
Bypass) scheme.
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From: [REDACTED] > On Behalf Of Minister for Transport
Sent: 20 January 2022 12:45
To: [REDACTED] >; Minister for Transport
<MinisterFT@gov.scot>
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance and Economy <CabSecFE@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero
<DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; Chief Executive Transport Scotland 
<ceo@transport.gov.scot>; Transport Scotland Directors <DLECONPTSD@transport.gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] ; Shackman L (Lawrence) <Lawrence.Shackman@transport.gov.scot>; [REDACTED] ; 
[REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; 
[REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: Routine - A96 Review Update - January 2022

Hi [REDACTED] 

Minister wants to be crystal clear that Inverness to Aldearn would not be subject to 
EAP?

Many thanks

[REDACTED] 

[REDACTED] 
Private Secretary to the Minister for Transport – Graeme Dey
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |
Tel: [Redacted]|BB: [Redacted]| Email: MinisterFT@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of



such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot

From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 19 January 2022 14:54
To: Minister for Transport <MinisterFT@gov.scot>
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance and Economy <CabSecFE@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero
<DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; Chief Executive Transport Scotland 
<ceo@transport.gov.scot>; Transport Scotland Directors <DLECONPTSD@transport.gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] ; Shackman L (Lawrence) <Lawrence.Shackman@transport.gov.scot>; Brown F 
(Fiona) (TS) <Fiona.Brown@transport.gov.scot>; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; 
[REDACTED] >; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; 
[REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] >
Subject: RE: Routine - A96 Review Update - January 2022

[REDACTED] 

In answer to the Ministers query re ‘Mr Ewing asked a question in Parliament some 
weeks/months back about re-running aspects of the work done on the dualling 
proposal.’

The question raised by Mr Ewing was:   ‘I ask the minister to confirm today, in his 
closing speech, that we will deliver on our promises on the A9 and the A96. I am 
talking specifically about the revised promise, if you like: that the dualling of the 
stretch of the A96 from Inverness to Auldearn, including in particular the Nairn 
bypass, will go ahead and will not be subjected to the environmental test. That last 
point is a fine distinction, but an important one, and I will finish on this. The project 
should go ahead, as it has already gone through the public local inquiry process. 
That, for me, is a matter of honour.

To which the Minister stated: ‘On Fergus Ewing’s ask in relation to the A96 stretch 
from Inverness to Aldearn, which includes the Nairn bypass, the project is already 
excluded from the environmental assessment process, because it has already



gone through a formal process. I hope that that provides the clarity that is sought’.

We can confirm that the Minister’s statement does not contradict the update 
provided in the paper in relation to progress on the A96 Review. As per the Bute 
House Agreement, the Scottish Government will take forward a transport 
enhancement programme on the A96 corridor which will include dualling from 
Inverness to Nairn as well as a bypass of Nairn.

An update on the A96 Dualling Inverness to Nairn (including Nairn Bypass) will be 
provided to the Minister in the coming weeks.

If the Minister requires anything else please let us know.

Kind Regards

[REDACTED] 

[REDACTED]
Project Manager
Major Projects 
[REDACTED] 

[REDACTED] 
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From: [REDACTED]  On Behalf Of Minister for Transport
Sent: 18 January 2022 17:48
To: [REDACTED]  Minister for Transport
<MinisterFT@gov.scot>
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance and Economy <CabSecFE@gov.scot>; DG Net Zero
<DGNetZero@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] ; Chief Executive Transport Scotland 
<ceo@transport.gov.scot>; Transport Scotland Directors <DLECONPTSD@transport.gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] ; Shackman L (Lawrence) <Lawrence.Shackman@transport.gov.scot>; Brown F 
(Fiona) (TS) <Fiona.Brown@transport.gov.scot>; [REDACTED] >; [REDACTED] 









Many thanks
[REDACTED] 

E CTE | Private Secretary to the Minister for Transport – Jenny Gilruth
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |

E CTE  | Email: MinisterFT@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot

From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: 25 February 2022 15:11
To: Minister for Transport <MinisterFT@gov.scot>
Cc: [REDACTED] >; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED] >; [REDACTED] ; Shackman L (Lawrence)
<Lawrence.Shackman@transport.gov.scot>; [REDACTED] ; [REDACTED] 
Subject: A96 Dualling Submission Call with Minister - Further update request

Hi [REDACTED] ,

Thank you to the Minister for taking the time to meet with us today as requested to 
discuss the A96 Dualling submission.

We would be grateful if we could be kept informed on the discussion you have with 
[REDACTED]  on the green SpAds interpretation.

Kind regards
[REDACTED] 

[REDACTED] 
Project Administrator
Major Projects Design Team
Transport Scotland Major Projects
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Sent: 12 May 2022 18:23
To: Minister for Transport <MinisterFT@gov.scot>
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] Subject: Briefing for Minister meeting with Nairn BID, 
Community Councils, [REDACTED] and Fergus Ewing - Date of visit 19th of May 2022

Good afternoon, 

Please see attached combined briefing for the Ministers visit to Nairn on the 19th 

of May to meet with Nairn BID and Community Councils and further meeting with 
[REDACTED] and Fergus Ewing.

As requested speaking note also attached separately from the briefing as per 
Ministers preferences on saltire.

As you should be aware we are still awaiting the finalised Nairn BID attendees 
from yourselves so changes to brief may still be required once this is finalised. 
Please let us know once you have received the final Nairn BID attendees so that 
we can make any changes as required.

I am also aware that Nairn BID have also included councillors within the meeting, 
we have added an Annex which includes information on the A9 Dualling 
Programme and Inverness and Highland City Region deal for the Ministers 
information in case these are raised at the meeting by the councillors.

We will be in touch if any further changes are required to the brief. 

Thanks 
[REDACTED]

[REDACTED]
Project Administrator
Major Projects Design Team
Transport Scotland Major Projects

transport.gov.scot

Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF

Transport Scotland, the national transport agency
Còmhdhail Alba, buidheann nàiseanta na còmhdhail

*Our logo may not display properly on some computer systems




