
Document 1 
 
From: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>  
Sent: 19 October 2018 08:36 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@sfc.ac.uk; [redacted]@hes.scot; [redacted]@hes.scot 
Subject: Statement from the GSA re the west gable work to be issued this morning 

 

Dear all 

 

Please find below the statement that we will issue this morning regarding the west gable 

work. I understand that the CCA met with Glasgow City Council yesterday and that the CCA 

have now shared the news on social media that they will begin a phased reopening on 

Saturday 

 

[redacted] 

 

 

News Release 

Workers braved the elements to complete work on west gable 

 

  

Image: the west gable of the Mackintosh Building showing the specially-designed restraint 

system over the library tower 

  

Workers braved the elements last weekend, including working for hours in the pouring rain 

on Saturday, to complete the stabilisation of the Mackintosh Building west gable it was 

revealed today, 19 October 2018. 

  



The team from Reigart Construction, SGB and Mabey Total Solutions pulled out all the stops 

to make up time lost due to the previous week’s high winds, and have now finished the work 

on the west gable. 

  

This work has included completing the installation of the retention scaffolding on the north-

west corner of the building and also on a specially-designed restraint system over the library 

tower on the south west corner. 

  

Work has also been completed on a protective passageway on the west side of Scott Street 

which the GSA has created as an additional level of protection for the fire exit from the CCA. 

  

“This has been a challenging time for all the residents and businesses who have been 

affected by the fire in the Mackintosh Building,” says Muriel Gray, Chair of the Board of 

Governors of The Glasgow School of Art. "We are truly sorry for the impact it has had 

and want to thank everyone for their patience,”  

  

"We also want to say a big thank you to all the people who have been working seven days a 

week since July for their commitment to get the work completed, and in particular for pulling 

out the stops over the last few days so that the businesses which continue to be affected by 

the fire can get back into their premises." 

  

“We hope that the CCA and all the organisations based in the building - the cultural tenants, 

shops and cafés – as well as Bagel Mania and News 4U will be able to reopen as soon as 

this weekend.” 

  

 Ends 

  

For further information contact: 

[redacted] 

[redacted] 

press@gsa.ac.uk 

  
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:press@gsa.ac.uk


Document 2 
 
From: [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk]  
Sent: 06 August 2018 12:05 

To: [redacted] 
Subject: Fwd: Open letter from Sauchiehall street businesses to Tom Inns 

 

Hi [redacted],  
 
Here is the original letter - our reply and the response from [redacted]. His response 
suggests he is not happy with GSA, but he doesn’t really ask any additional 
questions so we don’t plan to reply to his latest email.  
 
I hope that’s helpful 
 
Best wishes 
 
[redacted] 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

 

  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 3 
 
From: [redacted]  
Sent: 17 September 2018 16:18 
To: [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Culture Committee Thursday 20th September 
 

Thanks [redacted].  

 

Copying to our comms team and others internally for information.  

 

Kind regards,  

[redacted] 

 

[redacted] 

 

From: [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk>  
Sent: 17 September 2018 16:14 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com> 
Subject: Culture Committee Thursday 20th September 
 
Dear All 
 
Just to keep you in the loop. 
 
As we discussed on Friday the Culture Committee is holding a hearing on Thursday 
at which the Mackintosh Building will be discussed.  The invite witnesses are Stuart 
Robertston – Mackintosh Society; Roger Billcliffe – Mackintosh expert; Malcolm 
Fraser – architect (who has never worked on a Mackintosh Building) and Eileen Reid 
(former GSA employee as Head of Widening Participation who’s role did not involve 
any aspect of managing the Mackintosh Building). 
 
We anticipate that there will be a degree of media interest in the Committee and we 
will not be doing any interviews and just issue a statement 
 
A spokesperson for The Glasgow School of Art said: 
  
"Parliamentary Committees invite individuals and organisations with an interest in a 
subject to contribute to a process of information gathering, and the four witnesses 
who took part into today’s hearing have shared their particular perspectives.   



  
“We anticipate being to be invited to participate in a future hearing as part of the 
process of enabling the panel to achieve its stated aim of ascertaining how we got to 
the current position and what lessons were learned.” 
  
“As regards the future of the Mackintosh Building, we have already declared our 
intent. The Glasgow School of Art will rebuild the Mack and bring it back as a fully 
functioning Art School as Mackintosh himself envisaged.  
  
The Mackintosh Building was conceived as a place where art and innovation would 
flourish. Its unique design has attracted generations of students to Glasgow, many of 
whom have stayed on and helped to make the city one of Europe’s leading centres 
of creative production. The Glasgow School of Art will ensure that  Mack continues to 
play a key role in the life of the School, of Garnethill and of Glasgow for generations 
to come. 
 
[redacted]  
[redacted]   
[redacted]  
[redacted]  
[redacted]  
@GSofA 
www.gsa.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gsa.ac.uk/


Document 4 
 
From: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>  
Sent: 23 August 2018 14:42 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister visit - 01 
September 
 
Things are moving at speed on this as you can imagine, so the meet and greet group will be able 
to update the DFM on all on this during the first part of his visit. 
 

[redacted] 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
 
Recent and current projects include: 
Bard in the Botanics, CAMPLE LINE, Critics Awards for Theatre in Scotland, Campbeltown 
Picture House, The Cumnock Tryst Festival, Deveron Projects, Drake Music Scotland, The 
Glasgow School of Art, sound Festival of New Music, Vanishing Point 
 

From: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Date: Thursday, 23 August 2018 14:35 
To: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com> 
Subject: RE: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First 
Minister visit - 01 September 
 

This looks great [redacted], thanks.  

[redacted] 
 
Sent with BlackBerry Work 
(www.blackberry.com) 

From: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com> 
Date: Thursday, 23 Aug 2018, 1:51 pm 

To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister visit - 01 September 
 

[redacted] 
 
Info below. Hope this helps, but do say if you need anything more 
 

[redacted] 
 
Impact on student uptake 

 As of today the impact on take up of student places / returning students has been 
negligible and at recruitment events already held for the 2019/20 academic year the level 
of  interest has been as we would expect, with the fire seemingly not an issue. 

 
Getting back up and running 
 

http://www.blackberry.com/


 The phasing programme for re-occupation of Reid Building by should be available by end 
of week next week (access is dependent on when GCC reduce the size of the security 
cordon which will hopefully be this weekend). The building will need to be deep cleaned 
and equipment pat tested, but should be ready for reuse in October 

 Mackintosh School of Architecture will be decanted from the Bourdon Building to Charles 
Oakley House (formerly City of Glasgow College premises). SFC has helped negotiate a 
flexible lease for GSA so we can use it for a s long we we need. MSA will be there for at 
least one academic year. 

 First two weeks of term will see students from Design School disciplines temporarily 
working in Breckenridge House and Civic House before returning to the Reid 

 School of Fine Art will remain in the Tontine Building in the Merchant City and in 3 
buildings on the Garnethill campus (JD Kelly Building, Richmond Building and Barnes 
Building). The move to the Stow Building, (which will be the home for the whole of the 
School of Fine Art from Sept 2019), will probably begin in early 2019 with plans for it be 
opened officially at Degree Show in June 2019 

 School of Simulation and Visualistion stays at the Hub on Pacific Quay 
 Innovation School stays in the Haldane Building on the Garnethill campus 
 Open Studio and Widening Participation including portfolio preparation classes continue 

as usual in Fleming House and McLellan Galleries 
 We are hopeful that the Library (north part of the Bourdon Building) can be reopened by 

the beginning of October with additional computing and study spaces set up in 
Blythswood House and the Tontine Building 

 We are also working with the Student Association to make sure that the Vic can reopen 
as soon as possible after Glasgow City Council reduce the size of the security cordon 

 
 

[redacted] 
[redacted] 
 
Recent and current projects include: 
Bard in the Botanics, CAMPLE LINE, Critics Awards for Theatre in Scotland, Campbeltown 
Picture House, The Cumnock Tryst Festival, Deveron Projects, Drake Music Scotland, The 
Glasgow School of Art, sound Festival of New Music, Vanishing Point 
 

From: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Date: Thursday, 23 August 2018 12:44 
To: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com> 
Subject: RE: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First 
Minister visit - 01 September 
 

Marvellous, thanks! 

  

[redacted]| [redacted]/ / [redacted]// [redacted]@gov.scot 

  

From: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>  
Sent: 23 August 2018 12:55 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister visit - 01 
September 
  
Hello [redacted] 
  



I’m just on my way into the GSA and expect to have that info in the next hour 
  
[redacted] 
  
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On 23 Aug 2018, at 12:37, <[redacted]@gov.scot> wrote: 

Many thanks [redacted], I know you must be extremely busy so I appreciate you 

getting this to me.   

  

Do you think that you will be able to get me the up to date position on expected 

student numbers by tomorrow?  I’d plan to send the briefing (minus the students’ 

names for now) and I can update at a later stage once you have that information to 

hand.  

  

Kind regards,  

[redacted]  

  

[redacted]| [redacted]/ / [redacted]// [redacted]@gov.scot 

  

From: <[redacted]@newcenturypr.com>  
Sent: 23 August 2018 10:23 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister visit - 01 
September 
  
[redacted] 
  
Attached is the outline schedule for the visit on 1 September and I am pulling together the other 
information as requested. 
  
As soon as I have more information on the students who Mr Swinney will meet / their work I will 
send that over. 
  
All the best 
  
[redacted]  
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
 
Recent and current projects include: 
Bard in the Botanics, CAMPLE LINE, Critics Awards for Theatre in Scotland, Campbeltown 
Picture House, The Cumnock Tryst Festival, Deveron Projects, Drake Music Scotland, The 
Glasgow School of Art, sound Festival of New Music, Vanishing Point 
  

From: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Date: Wednesday, 22 August 2018 14:28 
To: <[redacted]@newcenturypr.com> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gov.scot>, <[redacted]@gov.scot> 



Subject: RE: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First 
Minister visit - 01 September 
  

Many thanks [redacted],  

  

If I have the bare bones I can then negotiate better with Private Office about timings 

for a final pack.  

  

Kind regards,  

[redacted] 

  

[redacted]| [redacted]/ / [redacted]// [redacted]@gov.scot 

  

From: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>  
Sent: 22 August 2018 14:29 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister visit - 01 
September 
  
Hi [redacted] 
  
I’ll try my best. People I need confirmations from are either in back to back meetings about the 
Mack or doing student assessments and the students are going through the assessment 
process.At this point I’m sure I can get you the bare bones of the programme,  but details of 
which students he will be meeting/what work he will see is still a work in progress. 
  
I’ll see what I can get in terms of the business readiness / impact of fire on student numbers as 
well 
  
All the best 
  
[redacted]  
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
 
Recent and current projects include: 
Bard in the Botanics, CAMPLE LINE, Critics Awards for Theatre in Scotland, Campbeltown 
Picture House, The Cumnock Tryst Festival, Deveron Projects, Drake Music Scotland, The 
Glasgow School of Art, sound Festival of New Music, Vanishing Point 
  

From: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Date: Wednesday, 22 August 2018 13:33 
To: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>, <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First 
Minister visit - 01 September 
  

Thanks [redacted],  

  



I think I’ll need to ask you for at least a draft tomorrow so that we can give DFM’s 

office and our comms colleagues a flavour of the programme.  Would that be ok?   

  

There are a couple of other aspects it would be helpful to cover:  

?         An update on business-readiness & contingencies 

?         Your assessment of any impact of the fire on expected student numbers.   

  

None of this needs to be very detailed, but it would be helpful to be able to give the 

up to date position.  

  

Kind regards,  

[redacted]  

[redacted]| [redacted] / / [redacted]// [redacted]@gov.scot 

  

From: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>  
Sent: 22 August 2018 13:15 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister visit - 01 
September 
  
Thanks [redacted] 
  
[redacted] all being well I have have an outline schedule tomorrow but I’m still chasing students 
to get the flesh to put on the bones 
  
[redacted]  
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
 
Recent and current projects include: 
Bard in the Botanics, CAMPLE LINE, Critics Awards for Theatre in Scotland, Campbeltown 
Picture House, The Cumnock Tryst Festival, Deveron Projects, Drake Music Scotland, The 
Glasgow School of Art, sound Festival of New Music, Vanishing Point 
  

From: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Date: Wednesday, 22 August 2018 12:45 
To: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gov.scot>, <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First 
Minister visit - 01 September 
  
Hi [redacted] 
  
As discussed earlier, if you are able to share the agenda/programme for the visit and 
who will be in attendance at the earliest opportunity that would be great.  As I am 
finishing up today I have copied in my colleagues [redacted] and [redacted] team to 
take this forward. 



  
Thanks, 
  
[redacted] 
[redacted]| [redacted]/ ext. [redacted] 

Higher Education Governance and Widening Access Policy Officer 
DALS: Higher Education and Science Division | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | 
G2 8LU 

  
From: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>  
Sent: 17 August 2018 14:52 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister visit - 01 
September 
  
As the visit coincides with a time when most of the press photographers will be covering football I 
am going to make sure that the GSA has a photographer on hand so we can syndicate photos 
and make them available to you 
  
I will certainly issue a news release and aim to get you an overview of the student work we will 
present to the DFM asap so that he is able to say something about this in a quote on the release 
should he so wish. 
  
I’ll liaise with the DFM's press team on the text of the press release 
  
With kind regards 
  
[redacted]  
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
 
Recent and current projects include: 
Bard in the Botanics, CAMPLE LINE, Critics Awards for Theatre in Scotland, Campbeltown 
Picture House, The Cumnock Tryst Festival, Deveron Projects, Drake Music Scotland, The 
Glasgow School of Art, sound Festival of New Music, Vanishing Point 
  

From: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Date: Friday, 17 August 2018 14:45 
To: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>, [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gsa.ac.uk> 
Subject: RE: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First 
Minister visit - 01 September 
  
That’s great, thanks [redacted]. 
  
[redacted]| [redacted]/ ext. [redacted] 

Higher Education Governance and Widening Access Policy Officer 
DALS: Higher Education and Science Division | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | 
G2 8LU 

  



From: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>  
Sent: 17 August 2018 14:42 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk 
Cc: [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister visit - 01 
September 
  
Hello [redacted] 
  
[redacted] has asked me to pull this information together for you. I need to triple check some 
things and will then come back to you with as much information as I can on Monday. 
  
With all good wishes 
  
[redacted]  
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
 
Recent and current projects include: 
Bard in the Botanics, CAMPLE LINE, Critics Awards for Theatre in Scotland, Campbeltown 
Picture House, The Cumnock Tryst Festival, Deveron Projects, Drake Music Scotland, The 
Glasgow School of Art, sound Festival of New Music, Vanishing Point 
  

From: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Date: Friday, 17 August 2018 08:00 
To: [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gsa.ac.uk>, [redacted]@newcenturypr.com> 
Subject: Glasgow School of Art Degree Show - Deputy First Minister 
visit - 01 September 
  
Hi [redacted] 
  
I thought I’d check to see if you were able to share an agenda/programme for the 
Deputy First Minister’s visit to the GSA Degree Show on Saturday 1st September.  In 
particular it would be great to have the following: 

?         Agenda and breakdown of timings for the visit 

?         Names and brief bio of key people Mr Swinney is likely to meet 

?         Confirmation of arrival point and who will greet Mr Swinney 

?         Details of any media/comms arrangements proposed for the visit (even if 

simply internal photography or press release) 

?         Details of any parking arrangements at the location 

  
I appreciate some of the above may not be confirmed at this stage, however if you 

have anything to share in the meantime that would be much appreciated.  Happy to 

discuss anything if unclear. 

  
Thanks, 
  
[redacted] 
[redacted]| [redacted]/ ext. [redacted] 



Higher Education Governance and Widening Access Policy Officer 
DALS: Higher Education and Science Division | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | 
G2 8LU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 5 
 
From: [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk>  
Sent: 29 August 2018 14:24 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Glasgow School of Art/SG catch-up 
 
[redacted] 
 
The latest statements and comms on the downtaking are all listed here 
http://www.gsa.ac.uk/about-gsa/key-information/mackintosh-building-fire-15-june-
2018/  
As promised, I attach the progress report on works from 27 August, which shows 
that the works are still progressing to schedule. 
We’ll issue another statement on progress of works next week and will copy you in. 
 
Do let me know if there’s anything further. 
 
Best 
 
 
[redacted] 
 
 
[redacted] 
Communications Manager 
The Glasgow School of Art 
 
From: "[redacted]@gov.scot" 
Date: Wednesday, 29 August 2018 at 12:20 
To: "[redacted]@gov.scot", [redacted]@newcenturypr.com>, 
[redacted]@gsa.ac.uk>, "[redacted]@gsa.ac.uk>, "[redacted]@gov.scot", 
"[redacted]@gov.scot"  
Subject: RE: Glasgow School of Art/SG catch-up 
 

Hi all,  

  

I’d suggest a very brief agenda for our catch up today.  Happy to include anything 

else as necessary.  

  

1) Update (GSA)  

2) Ministerial Engagement (SG)  

3) AOB 

  

Kind regards 

[redacted]  

  

[redacted]| [redacted]/ / [redacted]// [redacted]@gov.scot 

http://www.gsa.ac.uk/about-gsa/key-information/mackintosh-building-fire-15-june-2018/
http://www.gsa.ac.uk/about-gsa/key-information/mackintosh-building-fire-15-june-2018/


  

-----Original Appointment----- 
From: [redacted] 
Sent: 14 August 2018 14:31 
To: [redacted]@newcenturypr.com'; [redacted]; [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk'; [redacted]; 
[redacted]; [redacted] 
Subject: Glasgow School of Art/SG catch-up 
When: 29 August 2018 13:30-14:00 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, 
London. 
Where: AQ 5th Floor Meeting Room 5.3 (6) VC 
  
Dial-in details for GSA: 
[redacted] 
  
Purpose: To ensure open communications between SG and GSA, with focus on 
GSA business continuity and student experience.  
  
Agenda TBC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 6 
 
From: [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk>  
Sent: 18 June 2018 19:31 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted]@sfc.ac.uk; [redacted]@newcenturypr.com> 
Subject: The Glasgow School of Art/Mackintosh Building 
 
Dear [redacted] 
 
It was good to see you today.  We will be in a position to provide you with the 
detailed Q&A for reference for the Cabinet Secretary for Parliament tomorrow. 
 
In terms of what has been happening since Friday night and the various work 
streams we have had in place to deal with the fire: 
 

1. The GSA’s Incident Management Plan came in to effect at approximately 11.20pm when the 
fire alarm was raised.  [redacted], myself and [redacted] were on the scene in approximately 
10-15 minutes with the GSA’s Incident Management Team (the GSA Executive Group plus 
estates, IT) and the Chair of the Board were on site shortly after and an incident room set up 
in Blythswood House.  This has been the locus of the GSA since that time. 

2. The team remained on site until approx. 3am returning on Saturday at 9 and Sunday at 10 
3. During this time we have issued 3 public statement – the first by social media and two 

subsequent statements on Saturday evening – a very factual statement recognising that our 
immediate priority, while the Mackintosh Building remained in the control of SFRC, was to 
ensure the continued operation of the GSA and the second on Sunday evening, reinforced 
this position but was a more personal statement from the Muriel Gray and Tom Inns. 

4. Our focus while the site remains in the control of SFRC and a live incident (as was 
demonstrated this afternoon the information is very much live and constantly changing) has 
been on the building, the continued academic provision and communication – internal and 
external (each with an Executive Lead).  We have been issuing regular communication to 
staff and students to both reassure and update them what we know regarding the building 
(very little) and the business continuity plans 

5. The building group has been focused on working with Glasgow City Council and Historic 
Environment Scotland alongside our own Mackintosh Project Team of project architects, 
engineers and with input from the GSA’s own School of Simulation and Visualisation in terms 
of 3D scanning and provision of drone footage to give us detailed information to make a 
collective and strategic consideration of the way forward for the building.  As you heard 
today, this information has been key to the assessment by Building Control that the building 
is in no imminent danger of collapse but it remains under the review of our Engineers and 
Building Control benefitting from the work we are doing but also the vast building 
knowledge based with the Building Information Management Model which has been 
developed over the past 4 years.  The Mackintosh Building is one of the most surveyed and 
understood buildings and we are collectively – GSA/GCC/HES using this information to 
inform their decision making and ensuring that decisions taken now do not prejudice any 
future decisions on the building.  The Group are also responsible for assessing the  

6. The academic group has been focused on the immediate continued academic experience of 
our students still on campus primarily our Postgraduate Taught and Research Students (c. 
450) (our undergraduate student have completed their academic year) and our Open Studio 
Students (around 1500 over the summer) who comprise our summer programmes for adults 
and children and our Pre-sessional English Students.  We also have approximately 100 GSA 



students from our campus in Singapore who are with us for 3 weeks on their Overseas 
Immersion Programme.  This group has work over the past 3 days on ensuring that we have 
everything in place to ensure students can return to the Campus on 2 July to complete their 
programme of study.  The Overseas Immersion Students and English Language Students due 
to the nature of their programme have been immediately moved to ensure their programme 
can continue 

7. The Communication Group has been limited in what we can issue both because the site and 
therefore communication remains the purview of  SFC and because there is actually a 
limited amount of information we can add.  Equally the complexities of the situation i.e. the 
building was in the management of the contractor has limited what we feel we have been 
able to say publically.  Further the Group has been very conscious on ensuring the 
communication we have issued focuses on the student and staff experience as much as the 
building.  To date we have only issued statements but tomorrow we will do a media call 
hopefully adjacent to the incident site and release some of the drone and scanning footage 
we have.  We are working on the messaging of this but it will focus on the work of the 
building group and touch on the student experience continuity 

8. While we will continue to manage the messaging on the building we also need to keep our 
core communications live around the life of the School and show the world that we are very 
much open for business.  Activities happening over the next couple of weeks include: 

a. Our 2018 UG graduates will continue with their plans to exhibit in London at New 

Designers, Free Range, East London Comics and Arts Festival and at the Candid Arts 

Trust over the summer  

b. The Graduate Degree Show will take place although in a new venue to be 

announced later this week by GSA and Glasgow Life 

c. We are continuing to recruit students for entry 2018 – particularly at PGT level 
d. Our Open Studio programmes are running and will open shortly for recruitment to 

Portfolio Preparation and also our autumn programme from September 
e. Our Widening Participation Team are currently out in various Schools running a 

programme of activities supporting our commitment to achieve our targets for 
recruiting students from students from SIMD20 

 
Hopefully this helps.  We will send you the Q&A and the media release for tomorrow 
morning so the Cabinet Secretary has this. 
 
Best wishes 
 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
@GSofA 
www.gsa.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gsa.ac.uk/


Document 7 
 
From: [redacted]@gsa.ac.uk>  
Sent: 08 November 2018 16:24 
To: [redacted]@gov.scot>; [redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Culture. Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee - The Glasgow 
School of Art  
 
Dear [redacted] and [redacted] 
 
Please find attached the GSA’s submission to the Scottish Parliament Culture, 
Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee. 
 
I am sending this to you confidentially and prior to the Parliament putting these 
documents on-line which will happen on Monday at c. 3pm and for sharing with the 
Cabinet Secretary. 
 
Happy to answer any questions on this. 
 
With best wishes 
 
[redacted] 
 
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
[redacted] 
@GSofA 
www.gsa.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gsa.ac.uk/

