
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity 

COMMS : Ministerial Private Offices 

Lorna Slater MSP 

 

T : [Redacted] 

E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

[Redacted] 

[Redacted] 

 
Our Reference: 202100260051 
Your Reference: Orbital update 
 
14 December 2021 
 
Dear [Redacted] 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 1 December to Lorna Slater, Minister for Green 
Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity, asking to meet her to discuss Orbital Marine 
Power's current activities and future plans. 
 
Ms Slater would be delighted to accept your kind invitation subject to parliamentary 
business and diary availability. 
 
Please contact the Minister's Diary Secretary- [Redacted] by email at 
[Redacted] to make the necessary arrangements. 
 
Kind regards 
[Redacted] Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the 

Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See 

www.lobbying.scot 

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
 
 
 
 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 08 November 2021 09:56 
To: [Redacted] 
Cc: Cabinet Secretariat inbox 
<CabinetSecretariat3@gov.scot>;[Redacted];[Redacted];[Redacted];Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, 

mailto:scottish.ministers@gov.scot


Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot>; [Redacted];[Redacted] 
Subject: RE: Copy of letter to Michael Matheson MSP from[Redacted], CEO of Orbital Marine Power 

 
[Redacted] 

 
Thanks for your e-mail below. 
 
Cabinet Secretariat notes that Ms Slater’s entry on the Register of Members’ 
Interests includes the following: 
 

“Remuneration and related undertaking 

Until 18 June I was an Engineering Project Manager with Orbital Marine 

Power Ltd, a firm concerned with the design, build and deployment of tidal 

turbines (of Exchange Place 2, 5 Semple St, Edinburgh EH3 8BL). I received 

remuneration of between £60,001 and £65,000 per annum and spent 

approximately 3 days per month on the role until my departure, on 18 June 

2021. I received a final payment of £1451.75 on 28 June 2021. (Amended 

interest 30 June 2021]” 
 
Given the closeness of Ms Slater’s past and recent relationship with Orbital Marine 
(as acknowledged in Private Office’s note) we do not consider, should Mr Matheson 
be minded to accept the invitation, that the Minister should be involved in any such 
meeting.  For the same reasons any action, be that internal or external, Ms Slater 
may take as part of any future interaction between Orbital Marine and the 
Government is open to perception as lobbying for or advocating the position of the 
company.  On that basis we would recommend that Mr Matheson should lead on 
this correspondence and any future engagement with Orbital Marine.    
 
On the question of Ms Slater’s involvement in work to “support the tidal industry 
in Scotland and work on this with Mr Matheson, as appropriate”, provided this work 
treats all companies involved in the sector even-handedly, we don’t consider that 
should pose a problem.  However, we would recommend that the Minister carefully 
considers the need not to appear to favour her former employer or former business 
colleagues. 
 
Kind regards 
 
[Redacted] 

 
[Redacted] 

Parliament and Legislation Unit 
Cabinet, Parliament and Governance Division  

 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 03 November 2021 16:59 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
Cc: [Redacted] 

mailto:CabSecNetZET@gov.scot


Subject: FW: Copy of letter to Michael Matheson MSP from [Redacted], CEO of Orbital Marine 
Power 

 

Hi, 
 
I’m looking for some advice regarding the attached invite to meet with Orbital Marine 
Power. As you can see from the conversation below, Ms Slater is keen to provide 
support for the tidal sector. 
 
Would this be something which Mr Matheson would be content with? 
 
Would this be prohibited due to Ms Slater’s registered interest and connections with 
the company? 
 
Any assistance you can provide would be much appreciated. 
 
Thanks 
 
[Redacted] 

 
From: [Redacted] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport 
Sent: 02 November 2021 13:18 
To: [Redacted] 
Cc: [Redacted]; [Redacted]; [Redacted]; [Redacted]; Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and 
Biodiversity <MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Copy of letter to Michael Matheson MSP from[Redacted], CEO of Orbital Marine Power 

 
[Redacted], [Redacted] 
 
Can you please note the email from Ms Slater’s Private Office below on this correspondence.  
 
Regards 
 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] to Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport – Michael Matheson 

Scottish Government | St Andrews’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
Email: CabSecNetZET@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request 

or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not 

keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 

 
From: [Redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity 
Sent: 02 November 2021 12:04 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport <CabSecNetZET@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity <MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Copy of letter to Michael Matheson MSP from[Redacted], CEO of Orbital Marine Power 

 

mailto:MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecNetZET@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:CabSecNetZET@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot


Hi 
 
Ms Slater has been sent a copy of the attached letter from[Redacted], CEO of Orbital Marine Power 
to Mr Matheson and she wanted to register her interest here in that Orbital Marine Power is her 
former employer and the CEO is her former boss who she’s known and worked with for many years.  
 
Ms Slater asked if you can check with your officials that you’ve sent this onto for response, whether, 
given her register of interest, that she’s not allowed to comment on this at all?   The Minister 
commented that if she is allowed to be involved she would very much like to support the tidal 
industry in Scotland and work on this with Mr Matheson, as appropriate. 
 
 
 
[Redacted]- [Redacted]to Lorna Slater MSP, Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and 
Biodiversity 

Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG | Mob: [Redacted]| 
Email: MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request 

or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not 

keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 

 
 

 
 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 29 October 2021 16:46 
To: Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity <MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted];[Redacted] [Redacted]  
Subject: Copy of letter to Michael Matheson MSP from[Redacted], CEO of Orbital Marine Power 

 

Dear Minister 

 

For information, please find attached a copy of a letter that has been issued to  the Cabinet 

Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport from[Redacted], Chief Executive of Orbital 

Marine Power; regarding tidal stream energy in the UK. 

 

Should you or your officials require any further information or clarification on the issues 

raised, [Redacted]will be very happy to provide this. 

Kind regards, 

 

 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
Invicta Public Affairs 

 

[Redacted] 

mailto:MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot


 

T: [Redacted] 
E: [Redacted]  
W: www.invictapa.co.uk    

 
This email (including any attachments) may contain confidential and/or privileged information.  It is intended for the use of the addressee. If you are 

not the addressee, disclosure, copying or delivering of this to anyone else is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
If you receive this email by mistake, please notify[Redacted], [Redacted], Invicta Public Affairs (Group) Ltd 

immediately by e-mail: [Redacted]or by telephone: [Redacted]. 
Invicta Public Affairs (Group) Ltd is a company registered in England. Registered number: 09559801. 

Registered office: Muckle LLP, Time Central, 32 Gallowgate, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 4BF. 

http://www.invictapa.co.uk/


 


