FOI/EIR REQUEST - Documents for Release
FOI case reference number: 202200311410

1)

From: [@gov.scot]

Sent: 20 July 2015 11:48

To: [sff.co.uk]

CC: [@sefpa.com] [@btconnect.com] [@clydefish.org] [@ukgateway.net]
[@scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Subject: Inshore MPA/SAC management- Phase 1 measures- estimated area of
fishing grounds affected

[information redacted] et al
Apologies for the delay in completing this as | was away on leave.

This analysis uses the footprint of activity within territorial waters as defined by VMS
data in 2009 to 2013. There will be a slight spill over effect caused by the smoothing
from the original non-parametric density analysis.

Happy to discuss

[information redacted]
Marine Scotland — Marine Planning and Policy
Scottish Government | Area 1A South | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ

Tel: [information redacted]

Mob: [information redacted]

e: [information redacted]

w: www.gov.scot/MarineProtectedAreas

From: [@sff.co.uk]

Sent: 01 July 2015 09:43

To: [@gov.scot]

Cc: [@sefpa.com] [@btconnect.com] [@clydefish.org] [@ukgateway.net]
Subject: Follow up to MPA meeting on 17 June

[information redacted]
You will recall that at the meeting held at VQ on 17 June, [information redacted]

agreed that Marine Scotland would provide [SFF] with information that would clarify
the impact of restrictions on both Scallop Dredging and Nephrop Trawling. Figures


http://www.gov.scot/MarineProtectedAreas

presented in the Consultation report simply provided a % of Scottish Territorial
Waters that would be protected from these activities. We were of the opinion that it
would be more relevant to present the figures in relation to the actual areas fished in
Scottish Territorial Waters as, clearly, these fishing methods are deployed on
specific habitat type and not across all Scottish Territorial Waters.

You indicated that this would take a few days to produce. Can you provide these
figures as agreed?

Thanks
[information redacted]

[information redacted]

Scottish Fishermen's Federation
24 Rubislaw Terrace

Aberdeen

AB10 1XE

Tel: [information redacted]
Fax: [information redacted]
Website: www.sff.co.uk

2) Attached document #2.
3)

From: [@gov.scot]

Sent: 03 July 2015 12:45

To: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

CC: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@gov.scot] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Subject: Inshore MPA/SAC management- Phase 1 measures- estimated area of
fishing grounds affected

[Information redacted]

[Information redacted]

From: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Sent: 03 July 2015 08:46

To: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]; [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk ]; [@gov.scot]
Cc: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]; [@gov.scot] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Subject: RE: Follow up to MPA meeting on 17 June

Importance: High


http://www.sff.co.uk/

[Information redacted]

Thanks for this. | am really grateful.

[Information redacted],

Would you have time to have a quick look at this this morning?
Happy to have a word on the phone if that would help.
[Information redacted]

From: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Sent: 03 July 2015 08:27

To: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Cc: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]; [@gov.scot] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Subject: RE: Follow up to MPA meeting on 17 June

Morning,
[Information redacted]

[Information redacted]

VMS-estimated Nephrops trawl
grounds within Scottish territorial 22,455 sq km
waters

MPA management measures with
year round prohibition on bottom
trawling within these estimated
Nephrops grounds 1,259 sq km

% of Nephrops trawl grounds
prohibited all year by new measures | 5.6%

VMS-estimated Scallop dredge
grounds within Scottish territorial 31,129 sq km
waters

MPA management measures with
year round prohibition on

mechanical dredging within these
estimated Scallop grounds 1,531 sq km




% of Scallop dredge grounds
prohibited all year by new measures

4.90%

From: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Sent: 02 July 2015 17:23

To: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Cc: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]; [@gov.scot] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Subject: RE: Follow up to MPA meeting on 17 June

[information redacted]

[information redacted]

My estimations are in the table below. There is of course the caveat that the areas
are estimated from activity by predominantly vessels >15m overall length.

PERCENTAGE OF AREA
PROHIBITED BY MPA

SQUARE MANAGEMENT
AREA KILOMETRES MEASURES
VMS-estimated Nephrops
trawl grounds within
territorial waters 22,602 13.47%
VMS-estimated Scallop
dredge grounds within
territorial waters 31,129 9.78%
MPA management
measures with year round
prohibition on mechanical
dredge or bottom trawling | 3,045

Happy to discuss further.
[information redacted]

[Information redacted]

Scottish Government | Area 1A South | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh EH6 6QQ
T: [information redacted] | M: [information redacted] | E: [information redacted]

W: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/science/data



http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/data

From: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Sent: 01 July 2015 16:10

To: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]

Cc: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]; [@gov.scot] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Subject: FW: Follow up to MPA meeting on 17 June

Importance: High

[Information redacted]
[Information redacted]
[Information redacted]

From: [@sff.co.uk]

Sent: 01 July 2015 11:53

To: [@scot.gov.uk]

Cc: [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk] [@ scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Subject: FW: Follow up to MPA meeting on 17 June

[Information redacted]

| sent the email below to [Information redacted] but it has bounced back telling me he
is out of office.

[Information redacted] had been asked by [Information redacted] to provide SFF with
some figures on amount of area available for certain activities and he indicated this
would take 2 or 3 days. We have not yet received this information.

Can you tell me if we are likely to get this information as agreed at a meeting on 17
June?

Regards

[Information redacted]

From: [@sff.co.uk]

Sent: 01 July 2015 09:43

To: [@gov.scot]

Cc: [@sefpa.com] [@btconnect.com] [@clydefish.org] [@ukgateway.net]
Subject: Follow up to MPA meeting on 17 June

[information redacted]

You will recall that at the meeting held at VQ on 17 June, [information redacted]
agreed that Marine Scotland would provide [SFF] with information that would clarify



the impact of restrictions on both Scallop Dredging and Nephrop Trawling. Figures
presented in the Consultation report simply provided a % of Scottish Territorial
Waters that would be protected from these activities. We were of the opinion that it
would be more relevant to present the figures in relation to the actual areas fished in
Scottish Territorial Waters as, clearly, these fishing methods are deployed on
specific habitat type and not across all Scottish Territorial Waters.

You indicated that this would take a few days to produce. Can you provide these
figures as agreed?

Thanks
[Information redacted]

[information redacted]

Scottish Fishermen's Federation
24 Rubislaw Terrace

Aberdeen

AB10 1XE

Tel: [information redacted]
Fax: [information redacted]
Website: www.sff.co.uk



http://www.sff.co.uk/

Inshore MPA / SAC management — Phase 1 measures

Proportion of inshore fishing grounds affected by proposed management

measures

At the time of the announcement of the measures on 11 June 2015 a table showing
the proportion of Scottish Territorial Waters (STW) which would be managed was
published. Concerns were raised by the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation that this
was not an accurate reflection of the potential impacts. This is because not all of

STW are fished by trawl or dredge methods.

The following assessment estimates the proportion of known fishing grounds
affected by the measures. The following methodology was used to identify fishing

grounds.

1) Using the fishing intensity layers on NMPi which are based on VMS data from
2009 to 2013* extract the 0.01 contour for scallop dredging and nephrops
trawling. This means that 99% of potential activity is included.

2) Convert these layers to polygons, clip to Scottish Territorial Waters, and erase
coastline using OS Meridian 2 (1:50k coastline)

3) Remove all existing year round closed areas from the polygons

4) Calculate total fishing ground area? within the polygons, and area affected by
the new proposed measures.

Fishing gear

VMS estimated
fishing grounds
within STW (KM?)

Area of estimated
fishing grounds
affected by new

% of estimated
fishing grounds
affected by new

measures (KM?) year round

proposed

measures
Nephrops trawl 22,455 1,259 5.6
Scallop dredge 31,129 1,531 4.9

! Kafas, A., Jones, G., Watret, R., Davies, |., Scott, B., 2012. Representation of the use of marine
space by commercial fisheries in marine spatial planning ICES CM 1:23
2 All areas are calculated using ETRS89 datum with Lamberts Azimuthal Equal Area projection, as

recommended in INSPIRE directive
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