
Extract of First Minister Questions (FMQ) contribution to Ministers – 27 February  
 
A private jet flew from Inverness to Russia on the morning of 
Saturday 26 February, long before the CAA’s Siren notification to 
airports was received by HIAL at 1915 that day.   
• Although the destination of the aircraft was Russia, it was Estonian 

registered.  We do not know who chartered the aircraft or the nature 
of their connections with Russia   

• The handling company at Inverness, being aware of the NOTAM 
issued on Friday, in advance of the CAA’s SIREN Notification, liaised 
with UK agencies (Border Force and Special Branch) to satisfy 
themselves that the flight could depart given the destination and the 
rules on aircraft chartered by persons connected with Russia.  

• On the day of departure, the air traffic controller on duty at Inverness, 
sought and received confirmation from NATS Centre at Prestwick that 
the aircraft could depart.  GDPR prevented disclosure of the names of 
passengers but we understand it was a family of three.   (  
update, 27 Feb) 
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a company incorporated or headquartered in Russia and therefore did not fall within 
the scope of the ban. 
 
10.  Highlands and Islands Airport have confirmed that their handling companies do 
not have any Russian registered aircraft booked in, or any aircraft with a Scotland-
Russia or Russia-Scotland flight plan booked in.  Of course, the flexibility offered by 
private jets mean that bookings can be made at very short notice.  HIAL (and 
Prestwick) will keep us informed of any intended departure to Russia.  Any inbound 
flights from Russia will of course have been given permission to enter UK airspace 
before they arrive at any Scottish airport. 
 
 
Next Steps 
 
12.  In relation to the departure from Inverness, it is clear that the team at Inverness 
did the right thing by seeking and obtaining agreement from NATS before allowing 
the flight to depart.  There does not seem to be any follow up required.  As noted 
above HIAL will keep us informed about any further flights to/from Russia as they are 
booked in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From:   
Sent: 22 March 2022 14:52 
To:  < > 
Subject: Russian Flight 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links 
or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

 
 

  
Thanks for your help earlier. Inglis mentioned previously that he was going to ask 
you to transcribe the transcript from the Inverness Tower in relation to the aircraft 
that departed for Russia last month. Do you have that transcript? I’ve got to respond 
to an enquiry about the flight and it would be helpful to see the transcript before I do 
so. 
  
Thanks 
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D:  Now, the aircraft is coming in, it’s an Estonian aircraft, it’s coming in from, umm, 
Amsterdam, however it is flying to Russia, umm, with a Russian family (pause) is that 
allowed, I don’t know? 

ITA:  I have absolutely no idea. 
D:  Umm, will that be allowed to leave here, because basically, obviously, this Russian family has 

chartered the aircraft? 
ITA:  I have absolutely no idea, umm, it’s not a Russian registered aircraft? 
D:  It’s not a Russian registered aircraft, no, it’s Estonian. 
ITA:  Umm, (pause) do you know, I don’t know.  I’ll have a word with the Scottish Supervisor and 

see if they have any idea and I’ll call you back shortly. 
D:  Okey Dokey, this aircraft is due in in half an hour. 
ITA:  Yeah, I’ve got… I’ve seen the flight plan.  I’ll have a word with the Scottish Supervisor and see 

what they say. 
D:  OK, Cheers then, bye bye 
ITA:  Bye 
 
 

Transcript 2 of audio recording AUD-20220311-WA0002.m4a. 
Conversation between Prestwick Centre (PC) and Inverness Tower Assistant (ITA)  

Saturday 26th February 08:18am 
 
 
(Dial tone, phone dialling and phone ringing) 
 
PC:  Prestwick Centre. 
ITA:  Inverness Tower Assistant.  Umm, I wonder perhaps, I wonder if you could possibly give us 

some advice.  
PC:  Go ahead. 
ITA:  OK, I have just had a phone call from one of the housing agents, I’ve got a Spanish registered 

aircraft coming in, in about half an hour, to take a Russian family to Moscow. 
PC:  Umm… uhh… yeah, I think I know the aircraft you’re referring to… 
ITA:  Yeah, it’s…umm… Solar One or something Solar one Charlie umm yeah they’ve seen a 

NOTAM saying no Russian registered aircraft are allowed to fly through or out of UK air 
space, does that apply to Charter do you know?  

PC: So… umm… I’m being careful with what I’m saying it’s… umm… the information at our end 
has been… umm…it’s not that it’s been sketchy, it’s just that obviously people reacting very 
quickly to what’s been happening… 

ITA: Yeah 
PC: Umm… the…uhh…we’ve been chatting about a few and…umm… the one out of Inverness 

we’d…umm… looked at earlier this morning as well.  Umm…my understanding is that it 
would only be scheduled aircraft…umm…, we had a list of operators yesterday in terms of 
scheduled…umm… 

ITA: Yeah… 
PC: …operators that we could potentially exclude, this would be a kind of a Euro controlled level 

in applying, essentially, a regulation to mean that they were unable to… umm… fly or 
through UK air space… 

ITA: Yeah… 
PC: …but…umm, I don’t believe at this time…that it… I guess ultimately… umm…us at Prestwick 

in terms of on-route… umm…it’s difficult to… I think we try not to get drawn in to that role 
of policing in anyway… 

ITA: OK, well if we were to get airborne… 



PC: Yeah, I would say in the case of a private…umm…eh… charter like that… if it was a private 
charter or just a private aircraft…umm…based on where it’s registered and the fact that the 
only clear cut thing for us is if it’s a schedule flight or not… 

ITA:  Right 
PC: … I believe that you are, based on everything that I have in front of me…umm…I would 

certainly have no reason to intervene and I’m aware of the flight planned to depart from you 
later today… 

ITA;  OK 
PC: …umm…in terms of our instructions as well, the only other thing we’ve 

had…umm…is…umm…yeah just saying about…uhh…well essentially that…umm…that we 
would expect contact from the DFT if there was anything specific… 

ITA: Right. 
PC: And in the absence of that…umm…we shouldn’t take any action, basically 
ITA: OK, that’s fine, I’ll pass that onto the handlers. 
PC: No problem. 
ITA: If you’ve got anything else…umm…just feel free to let me know and we can always…umm… 

pass it on to our flow team and we’ll get them to give you a call back, to provide further 
clarity. 

ITA:  Yep, it’s just that one. 
PC: Sorry that’s not definitive, it’s…uhh…unfortunately our end it’s quite fluid as well, even in 

terms of…uhh…I was asking the question yesterday as to…umm…what the NOTAM is 
actually referring to by reference to…uhh…UK airspace, because it talks about…uhh…umm… 
UK airspace, including UK territorial seas…umm…and then…uhh…certainly my interpretation, 
bearing in mind that it included that, was, ‘OK, that makes it sound like it’s just the land 
mass of the UK and the seas immediately around it’ because if it was the UK (inaudible) 
you’d would think it would just say that…umm… I think it’s certainly an evolving picture, but 
…umm…to reiterate, I don’t have anything in front of me to suggest that…umm… you’d be 
doing anything wrong at the moment by… 

ITA:  Right… 
PC: …umm…by allowing that to depart 
ITA: OK then. 
PC:  OK. 
ITA: OK, that’s great, Thanks for your help 
PC: Thanks very much 
ITA:  Thanks 
Both:  Bye 
 

Transcript 3 of audio recording AUD-20220311-WA0001.m4a. 
Conversation between Scottish Assistant (SA) and Inverness Tower Assistant (ITA) 

Saturday 26th February 09:31am 
 

 
SA: Hello, Scottish Assistant. 
ITA:  Hello, It’s Inverness.  I’m requesting a Solar one. 
SA: Solar One, Okey dokes… What 1424? 
ITA:  1424 and our spot 6173. 
SA: 6173 for your spot. 
ITA Um hmm (affirmative) 
SA: Thank you 
ITA:  Cheers 
SA:  Bye 
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Dear  
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 4 March 2022 to the Jenny Gilruth MSP, Minister for Transport, about 
the flight that took place between Inverness and Russia on 26 February 2022. I have  been asked  
to reply. 

 
The flight in question was permitted to depart Inverness as it was assessed as not being covered 
by the restrictions in place at the time. Both HIAL and the handling company at Inverness Airport 
were aware of the NOTAM that was issued on 25 February 2022. Given the destination of the  
flight, air traffic control staff at Inverness checked with NATS at Prestwick to confirm if the flight 
could operate. As you will be aware, the NATS Centre at Prestwick handles air traffic across 
northern England, Scotland and out into North East Atlantic. NATS confirmed that the flight could 
depart. The ground handling company at Inverness also confirmed that they had consulted UK 
Border Force and Special Branch, both of which confirmed that there was no issue with allowing 
the aircraft to depart. 

 
It should be noted that the aircraft in question was Estonian registered and that the restrictions in 
place at the time related to Russian registered aircraft or aircraft registered elsewhere but owned, 
chartered or operated by a person “connected with Russia”. There was nothing in the restrictions 
in place at the time that prevented an aircraft not covered by the NOTAM from flying to Russia. 

 
Since the flight took place further restrictions have been introduced which would ensure that a 
similar flight can no longer be undertaken. The restrictions introduced are a matter for the UK 
Government and the Scottish Government has no power to dictate what services may operate 
from an airport in Scotland, including airports operated by HIAL. 

 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Aviation Policy 

 
 
 

w ww.transport.gov.scot   
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