
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care 

Sent: 09 September 2021 19:11 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care  

Cc: News Desk ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser)[redacted 38(1)(b)]  ) Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special 

Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Mackintosh Emily [redacted 38(1)(b)]   Chief Medical Officer 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  DCMO Health COVID19 [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Leitch J (Jason Chief 

Nursing Officer  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   DG Health & Social Care  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Minister 

for Public Health, Women's Health & Sport  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   Minister for Mental 

Wellbeing & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE - media query - Ambulance waiting times - Daily Record  

 

Thanks, Cab Sec is content to clear.  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Deputy Private Secretary to the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care – 
Humza Yousaf 
Scottish Government  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
From [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 09 September 2021 17:48 

To: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)]   Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Drummond C [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  ; 

Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser)  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special 

Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Chief Medical 

Officer [redacted 38(1)(b)]  DCMO Health COVID19 [redacted 38(1)(b)]   Leitch J (Jason) 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]   Chief Nursing Officer [redacted 38(1)(b)]  DG Health & Social Care  

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Minister for Public Health, Women's Health & Sport [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Minister for Mental Wellbeing & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

 Subject: FOR CLEARANCE - media query - Ambulance waiting times - Daily Record  

 

Hello [redacted 38(1)(b)]  /PO colleagues 
 
We’ve been asked about a specific case of a patient having to wait for an 
ambulance. 
  
The journalist has also approached SAS and their draft line is below for info, 
 
Grateful for clearance on lines below which have been agreed with policy colleagues 
and spads 
 
Thanks 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
 



(Duty comms colleague [redacted 38(1)(b)]  cc-ed)  
 
 
LINES TO CLEAR 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
  
“We are sorry that Mrs and Mr Anderson had to go through this and for the added 
anxiety that this will have caused them at an already stressful time. It is vitally 
important there are no unnecessary delays for ambulances taking patients to 
hospital and we continue to work closely with the Service and with Health Boards 
across Scotland to ensure ambulances are cleared as quickly as possible. 
  
“Like all areas of our NHS, our ambulance service faced significant challenges as a 
result of the global pandemic. Despite the pressure coronavirus has brought upon 
our ambulance service, which serves some of the most rural areas in the UK, in 
2020-21 crews responded to over 70% of highest priority calls in under 10 minutes 
and more than 99% in under 30 minutes. 
  
“The ambulance service is carrying out a national review of demand and capacity to 
ensure it has the resources in place to meet current and projected future demand. 
This review resulted in an additional £20m is being invested in the service.” 
  
Background: 
The Scottish Ambulance Service’s ongoing national review of demand and capacity 
will also help to ensure it is working as efficiently as possible and has resources in 
place to meet both current and projected future demand. We are committed to 
supporting this work with £20 million additional funding for the Service this financial 
year. 
  
 
 
FOR AWARENESS 
A spokesperson for the Scottish Ambulance Service said:  

“The NHS as a whole is experiencing significant sustained pressure across Scotland, 

as a result of pressures exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic, and this is 

regrettably causing lengthy hospital patient handovers. Our staff are working 

incredibly hard during this challenging time to ensure the sickest patients are 

prioritised first. While we can’t provide further details due to patient confidentially, 

we’d like to apologise to Mrs Anderson and her husband for the delay.  

"In response to these pressures, we have escalated in line with our plans to 

maximise resource provision, placed all clinically trained staff on frontline duties, 

sought support from partners whilst working with health boards across Scotland to 

minimise delays."  

 

Query 
Good morning. I spoke to a man this morning whose wife waited 20 hours for an 
ambulance and then spent a further three hours in the back of an ambulance on 



Tuesday morning to wait to get inside the hospital. Sheila Anderson of Flat 3/3 704 
Dumbarton Road, Thornwood, Glasgow, G11-6RB first called for an ambulance at 
1.20pm on Monday. 
She did so on the instruction of medical staff at the Golden Jubilee Hospital from 
where she had been discharged two days previously after having a hip replacement 
operation. She had called them  
Medical staff thought she was having a severe reaction to a nerve blocking injection 
and said she should dial 999. 
The family were told there was a large volume of calls and she may have to wait a 
while but they did not expect that long a wait. 
And her husband, George, was upset when he called back at 6am to be told very 
abruptly: "Unless her condition has changed don't call back, This is an emergency 
service." 
The ambulance arrived at 9.20am on Tuesday and she was transported to the 
QEUH where she spent more than three hours waiting in the back of the ambulance. 
George says the current triage system is not working because symptoms can be 
interpreted in different ways depending on which administrator is spoken to. 
Looking for  a Scottish Government comment. 
  
 

Ambulance waiting times unacceptable, Sturgeon admits 
  

  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  PA Scotland 
  

  

13:47 - 9 Sep 2021 
  

  

Nicola Sturgeon has admitted that wait times for ambulances are “not good 

enough”, with patients now waiting an average of six hours. 

Challenged by Scottish Conservative leader Douglas Ross over deteriorating 

response times for the emergency service, the First Minister argued that 

problems had been “significantly exacerbated” by the coronavirus pandemic. 

Speaking at First Minister’s Questions, Ms Sturgeon acknowledged that the 

long waits being reported were “not acceptable” and insisted the Scottish 

Government were working with the Scottish Ambulance Service to improve the 

situation. 

“We know the pressure the ambulance service is under right now because of 

many of the other pressures in our National Health Service that have been 

caused and indeed exacerbated in some respects by the pandemic,” she said. 

“While any individual wait is unacceptable – and we need to work to resolve 

that – it is worth bearing in mind that, despite all of the challenges and despite 

our ambulance service serving some of the most rural areas in the UK, over 



2020-2021 our crews responded to over 70% of the highest priority calls in 

under 10 minutes and over 99% in under 30 minutes.” 

Douglas Ross argued that problems “started long before Covid-19”, citing 

Scottish Ambulance Service surveys from 2018 and 2019 suggesting a fifth of 

the workforce believed there were not enough staff. 

“Just yesterday, the Unite convener of the Scottish Ambulance Service said 

serious adverse events have been on an upward trajectory; since the start of 

the year they have gone through the roof,” Mr Ross said. 

Ms Sturgeon replied: “There were pressures before Covid but I don’t think 

anybody can or should deny that those pressures have been significantly 

exacerbated by Covid.” 

Quoting the figures for the week ending September 5, Ms Sturgeon said 

ambulance crews responded to 10,435 emergencies and the response time for 

immediately life-threatening incidents was nine minutes and 30 seconds, 

describing it as “not good enough”. 

Emergencies in the “amber” category of risk experienced an average wait of 21 

minutes 26 seconds, Ms Sturgeon added. 

She said: “That’s slightly higher than we want it to be – the target is seven 

minutes – so the ambulance service is working hard under incredibly 

challenging circumstances. 

“My job and the Health Secretary’s job is to support them through funding and 

other support to make sure that they can meet these challenges for the sake of 

the patients.” 

Mr Ross gave examples of a patient in Dumfries who called for an ambulance 

at 2.30pm after suffering a suspected stroke but paramedics did not turn up 

until 4.45am the following morning, as well as a father whose son collapsed on 

a roadside and, with no ambulance in attendance within half an hour, drove the 

17-year-old to the hospital himself. 

In response, Ms Sturgeon addressed the father and said: “I’m extremely sorry 

that the wait you had happened and I don’t think that’s acceptable.” 

She continued: “We know that our Accident and Emergency (departments) are 

under pressure, we know that is a backlog of treatment so one of the issues 



that the ambulance service faces is longer turnaround times which then puts a 

lot of pressure on ambulance resources. 

“I recognise all of this and we are working hard with the ambulance service to 

address that.” 

Prior to FMQs, Scottish Labour health spokeswoman Jackie Baillie said: 

“Paramedics, nurses and doctors are doing the very best that they can but the 

NHS is in crisis. 

“The Scottish Government has lost control and the Cabinet Secretary is 

nowhere to be seen. 

“Patients and staff deserve so much better than this.” 
    

  
Thanks 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]    
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Senior Media Manager  
Newsdesk 
M: [redacted 38(1)(b)]    
Scottish Government | news.gov.scot  
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 11 September 2021 20:18 
To: McAllister C (Colin) First Minister  
Cc: McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser) Hynd JS (James) Marshall R (Robert) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Rogers D (David) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Primrose J (John) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel 
and Tenants’ Rights; Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity; Nicolson S (Stuart) 
Subject: RE: CLEARANCE - Media query on Green Party/anti-Semitism - The Scotsman 

 

For the benefit of the copy list I have discussed with Colin McAllister and he is 
content for us to issue on his clearance. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
From: McAllister C (Colin)  
Sent: 11 September 2021 18:36 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  First Minister  

https://news.gov.scot/


Cc: McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser) Hynd JS (James) Marshall R (Robert) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Rogers D (David) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Primrose J (John) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel 
and Tenants’ Rights; Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity; Nicolson S (Stuart) 
Subject: RE: CLEARANCE - Media query on Green Party/anti-Semitism - The Scotsman 

 

Adding Stuart N. 
 
C 
 
 
Sent with BlackBerry Work (www.blackberry.com) 

 
From: "McAllister C (Colin)"  

Sent: 11 Sep 2021 17:57 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  First Minister  

Cc: "McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser) Hynd JS (James) Marshall R (Robert) [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rogers D (David) 

"[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 
38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Minister for 

Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel and Tenants’ Rights; Minister for Green Skills, 

Circular Economy and Biodiversity  

Subject: RE: CLEARANCE - Media query on Green Party/anti-Semitism - The Scotsman 

Dear All 
 
For awareness, after discussion with FM, her view is that the position of the SG on 
this issue does not fall into an exempt area. While appreciates and understands the 
logic regarding international relations, she believes this issue is broader than 
international relations.  As such, all ministers, irrespective of party, are bound by the 
definition (although their party obviously is not). 
 
I have made the Greens aware of the position above without any objection being 
raised. 
 
I will leave FMPO to come back on the line once FM has considered it. 
 
Thanks  
 
Colin 
 
 
Sent with BlackBerry Work (www.blackberry.com) 

 

http://www.blackberry.com/
http://www.blackberry.com/


From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 11 Sep 2021 16:26 

To: First Minister  

Cc: McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser) Hynd JS (James) Marshall R (Robert) [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Rogers D (David) 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  Primrose J (John) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Director for Equality, Inclusion and 

Human Rights [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel and Tenants’ Rights; Minister 

for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity; 

Subject: CLEARANCE - Media query on Green Party/anti-Semitism - The Scotsman 

FMPO, 
  
We’ve been approached by The Scotsman and The Sun for comment on a news 
release, pasted below, from the Scottish Conservative Party on the issue of the 
Green Party agreement and anti-Semitism. 
  
The news release calls on the First Minister to remove Green MSPs from 
government unless the Green Party endorses the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of anti-Semitism. 

Grateful for clearance of the following lines agreed with policy colleagues and spads. 

To note: James Hynd has advised that while the IHRA issue was not specifically 
discussed during the negotiations, logically, it would fall to be treated as part of the 
international relations exclusion. On that basis, collective responsibility would not 
apply to Green ministers for these matters. Lines copied to Green Minister’s POs for 
awareness only. 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“As the First Minister made clear anti-Semitism is utterly unacceptable and there is no place 
for it in Scotland.”  
  
Background 

  
In June 2017 the Scottish Government formally adopted the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) definition of anti-Semitism - and that position has not 
changed. 
  
  
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Subject: Fwd: EMBARGO: Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government roles 

  

As discussed - release below. Any response most gratefully received! 

  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   



[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

The Scotsman 

  

  

  

Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government 
roles 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Saturday, 11 September, 2021 
FAO: all newsdesks 
Embargo: 0.01am, Sunday, 12 September, 2021 
  
Nicola Sturgeon has been urged to force the Greens to abandon their opposition to the globally 
recognised definition of antisemitism – or remove them from government. 
  
Jewish organisations have said that the Greens have adopted positions that are contrary to the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism. 
  
When Jewish groups raised concerns last week, the Scottish Conservatives said the Green stance was 
“shameful” and wrote to the First Minister urging her to take action.  
  
However, it has now emerged that Nicola Sturgeon hasn’t even discussed the issue with her coalition 
partners. 
  
Scottish Conservative MSP for Eastwood, Jackson Carlaw, said: “If the Green party won’t sign up to 
a globally recognised position on antisemitism, backed by every other party in Scotland, they’re not 
fit to serve in the Scottish Government. 
  
“The Greens, especially their government ministers, must endorse this mainstream position or be 
removed from office. Their views are beyond radical. They are downright dangerous. 
  
“Nicola Sturgeon cannot turn a blind eye to this extreme view held by her new coalition partners.  
  
“It’s of real concern that she hasn’t even bothered to discuss this issue with the Greens, despite 
Jewish groups and the Scottish Conservatives putting it to the First Minister directly. 
  
“Antisemitism is still rife and we all must send a clear message that it’s wrong, especially those in 
positions of power. 
  
“Scotland’s Jewish communities will be aghast if Nicola Sturgeon is willing to tolerate such extreme 
views in her government. She must act immediately.” 
  
Notes 
  
In an interview with ITV late on Friday, Nicola Sturgeon said she had not discussed the issue with the 
Greens: https://twitter.com/PeterAdamSmith/status/1436627816544616452 
  
ENDS 

 

https://twitter.com/PeterAdamSmith/status/1436627816544616452


 

 
 
From: McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser) 
Sent: 11 September 2021 16:18 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Cc: Hynd JS (James) Marshall R (Robert) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted[redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 
38(1)(b)]  Rogers D (David) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 
38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Director for Equality, Inclusion 
and Human Rights [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted[redacted 
38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 
38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   McAllister C (Colin)  
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - Media query on Green Party/anti-Semitism - The Scotsman 

 

Content – thanks  
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 11 September 2021 16:03 
To: McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser)  
Cc: Hynd JS (James) Marshall R (Robert) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 
38(1)(b)]  Rogers D (David) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 
38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Director for Equality, Inclusion 
and Human Rights [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted[redacted 
38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 
38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]   McAllister C (Colin) 
Subject: SPAD VIEW - Media query on Green Party/anti-Semitism - The Scotsman 

 

Hi John, 
 
As you are aware we’ve been approached by The Scotsman and The Sun for 
comment on a news release, pasted below, from the Scottish Conservative Party on 
the issue of the Green Party agreement and anti-Semitism. 
  
The news release calls on the First Minister to remove Green MSPs from 
government unless the Green Party endorses the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of anti-Semitism. 

It follows comments made by the First Minister in an interview with ITV in which she 
said: “I would hope everyone would sign up to the [IHRA] definition. The Scottish 
Government’s position on anti-Semitism is clear and that’s the one all Ministers are 
expected to sign up to and agree to.” 

Grateful for views on the following lines agreed with policy colleagues. 

James Hynd has advised that while the IHRA issue was not specifically discussed 
during the negotiations, logically, it would fall to be treated as part of the international 
relations exclusion. On that basis, collective responsibility would not apply to Green 
ministers for these matters. 



James further advised that the lines should be copied to Mr Harvie’s and Ms Slater’s 
POs for awareness when it goes to FM for clearance under the “no surprises” 
approach. 

[redacted s30(b)(i)] 
  
  
  
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: Fwd: EMBARGO: Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government roles 
  

As discussed - release below. Any response most gratefully received! 

  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

The Scotsman 

  

  

  

Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government 
roles 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Saturday, 11 September, 2021 
FAO: all newsdesks 
Embargo: 0.01am, Sunday, 12 September, 2021 
  
Nicola Sturgeon has been urged to force the Greens to abandon their opposition to the globally 
recognised definition of antisemitism – or remove them from government. 
  
Jewish organisations have said that the Greens have adopted positions that are contrary to the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism. 
  
When Jewish groups raised concerns last week, the Scottish Conservatives said the Green stance was 
“shameful” and wrote to the First Minister urging her to take action.  
  
However, it has now emerged that Nicola Sturgeon hasn’t even discussed the issue with her coalition 
partners. 
  
Scottish Conservative MSP for Eastwood, Jackson Carlaw, said: “If the Green party won’t sign up to 
a globally recognised position on antisemitism, backed by every other party in Scotland, they’re not 
fit to serve in the Scottish Government. 
  
“The Greens, especially their government ministers, must endorse this mainstream position or be 
removed from office. Their views are beyond radical. They are downright dangerous. 
  
“Nicola Sturgeon cannot turn a blind eye to this extreme view held by her new coalition partners.  
  
“It’s of real concern that she hasn’t even bothered to discuss this issue with the Greens, despite 
Jewish groups and the Scottish Conservatives putting it to the First Minister directly. 



  
“Antisemitism is still rife and we all must send a clear message that it’s wrong, especially those in 
positions of power. 
  
“Scotland’s Jewish communities will be aghast if Nicola Sturgeon is willing to tolerate such extreme 
views in her government. She must act immediately.” 
  
Notes 
  
In an interview with ITV late on Friday, Nicola Sturgeon said she had not discussed the issue with the 
Greens: https://twitter.com/PeterAdamSmith/status/1436627816544616452 
  
ENDS 
 

 

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 11 September 2021 14:20 
To: McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser)  
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION: Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government 
roles - The Scotsman 
 

I’d imagine this falls under excluded from the cooperation agreement under the 
international relations topic given it’s about the Greens view on Israel rather than 
specifically anti-Semitism. 
 
This will be a particularly tricky one to clear with officials I think. Will need to go to 
hate crime leads for the anti-Semitism aspect and Cabinet Secretariat colleagues to 
confirm this is outwith the agreement. I’d also keep [redacted 38(1)(b)] , [redacted 
38(1)(b)]  and [redacted 38(1)(b)]  copied for awareness. If this is outwith the 
agreement Green Ministers shouldn’t be sighted.  
 
I’ve suggested a response below can someone take forward for clearance? 
 
Would send to: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Hynd JS (James) Rogers D (David) (Constitution and 
Cabinet Director) <David.Rogers@gov.scot>; 
 
[redacted s30(b)(1)] 

 
From: McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser) 
Sent: 11 September 2021 14:11 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION: Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government 
roles - The Scotsman 

 

Possibly but FM’s interview did talk about a SG position. Can we prepare a SG line. Thanks  

 

https://twitter.com/PeterAdamSmith/status/1436627816544616452
mailto:David.Rogers@gov.scot


Sent with BlackBerry Work 

(www.blackberry.com) 

 

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Date: Saturday, 11 Sep 2021, 1:53 pm 

To: McFarlane J (John) (Special Adviser) 

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION: Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government 

roles - The Scotsman 

 

John are the party already dealing with this given the interview was done in a 
political space?  
  
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 11 September 2021 13:38 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: FOR ALLOCATION: Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government roles - 
The Scotsman 

  

Duty colleagues 

  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  at the Scotsman has asked for a comment regarding a news 

release the Scottish Conservatives have issued. 
  
It’s about FM being ‘been urged to force the Greens to abandon their opposition to 
the globally recognised definition of antisemitism – or remove them from 
government’. 
  
I think this is the first ask on this today?  
  
Full news release copied below, 
  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   

  
[redacted 38(1)(b)] | Senior Media Manager | Communications Justice & Constitution, External Affairs and Culture / 

Scottish Government 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  Mobile: [redacted 38(1)(b)] Desk: [redacted 38(1)(b)] @ScotGovJustice 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 11 September 2021 13:35 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: Fwd: EMBARGO: Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government roles 

  

Hi 

As discussed - release below. Any response most gratefully received! 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

http://www.blackberry.com/


The Scotsman 

  

  

  

Greens must agree to IHRA on antisemitism – or lose government 
roles 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Saturday, 11 September, 2021 
FAO: all newsdesks 
Embargo: 0.01am, Sunday, 12 September, 2021 
  
Nicola Sturgeon has been urged to force the Greens to abandon their opposition to the globally 
recognised definition of antisemitism – or remove them from government. 
  
Jewish organisations have said that the Greens have adopted positions that are contrary to the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism. 
  
When Jewish groups raised concerns last week, the Scottish Conservatives said the Green stance was 
“shameful” and wrote to the First Minister urging her to take action.  
  
However, it has now emerged that Nicola Sturgeon hasn’t even discussed the issue with her coalition 
partners. 
  
Scottish Conservative MSP for Eastwood, Jackson Carlaw, said: “If the Green party won’t sign up to 
a globally recognised position on antisemitism, backed by every other party in Scotland, they’re not 
fit to serve in the Scottish Government. 
  
“The Greens, especially their government ministers, must endorse this mainstream position or be 
removed from office. Their views are beyond radical. They are downright dangerous. 
  
“Nicola Sturgeon cannot turn a blind eye to this extreme view held by her new coalition partners.  
  
“It’s of real concern that she hasn’t even bothered to discuss this issue with the Greens, despite 
Jewish groups and the Scottish Conservatives putting it to the First Minister directly. 
  
“Antisemitism is still rife and we all must send a clear message that it’s wrong, especially those in 
positions of power. 
  
“Scotland’s Jewish communities will be aghast if Nicola Sturgeon is willing to tolerate such extreme 
views in her government. She must act immediately.” 
  
Notes 
  
In an interview with ITV late on Friday, Nicola Sturgeon said she had not discussed the issue with the 
Greens: https://twitter.com/PeterAdamSmith/status/1436627816544616452 
  
ENDS 
  

 

https://twitter.com/PeterAdamSmith/status/1436627816544616452


From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 14 September 2021 15:05 

To: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care  

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care  

Subject: GPs debate 

 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)] , thanks for your help with the interview earlier, it seemed to go 
well. Afterwards the cab sec spoke with me about the Conservative debate in 
Parliament tomorrow and specifically the motion calling for more GP face to face 
consultation. 
 

Motion ref: S6M-01217 

Asked by: Annie Wells 

That the Parliament recognises that patients have a right to treatment by GPs, and 

calls on the Scottish Government to set a target date for a return to normal activity in 

practices, including face-to-face consultations. 
 
 
The cab sec was asking if we could make BMA and RCGP aware with a view to 
them putting out their own statement on this. I understand this is something PO 
would facilitate? FYI, the Tories have issued a news release trailing the debate 
tomorrow which we are devising lines for. So BMA and RCGP may have been 
approached on that. 
 
Also, on the interview this morning, the journalist has come back asking how he 
should  describe the   cab sec’s “knee scooter thing.” Just incase anyone knows 
what it’s called? If not I’ll go back and tell him that. 
 
Many thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Senior Media Manager | [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

The Scottish Government | www.gov.scot 

 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 19 September 2021 17:06 

To: Humza.Yousaf.msp@scottish.parliament.uk; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social 

Care <[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ahmad N (Naureen) 

<[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S 

(Sean) <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 



s@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; News Desk <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care 

<[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: For clearance: GP pressures - Dr Gulhane comments - Herald / Daily Mail 
 

For the benefit of the copy list – the Cab Sec has cleared the line and I have issued. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Senior Media Manager  
Communications: News (Net Zero & Energy) 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  

e: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
m: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 19 September 2021 16:59 

To: Humza.Yousaf.msp@scottish.parliament.uk; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social 

Care  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) Ahmad N (Naureen) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: For clearance: GP pressures - Dr Gulhane comments - Herald / Daily Mail 

 

Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care 
 
Good afternoon Cabinet Secretary, 
 
The Herald and the Daily Mail have approached us for a response to comments by 
the Conservative MSP Dr Sandesh Gulhane on BBC Scotland’s Sunday Show 
today.  
 
He said that that GPs are under overwhelming pressure, demand for appointments 
has almost doubled and they need help to cope with unprecedented demand. The 
story is running online on the Herald website. 
 
This is the same issue that the BBC were speaking to you about today. 
 
Comms and SpAds suggest re-issuing the following lines, which we gave to the 
Herald on Friday.  
 
I’d be grateful if you can confirm you are content to re-issue the below. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]                                     



 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“We recognise GP practices have remained open and are a key part of the 
community services dealing with non-Covid medical care throughout the pandemic. 
 
“We’ve invested £20 million in GP practices to cover Covid-19 related expenditure 
and to help sustain GP services during this time.  In addition, in 2021-22 the Primary 
Care Fund is increasing from £195 million to £250 million in direct support of general 
practice and will see expansion of multidisciplinary teams in and around practices to 
ease GP workload and support access to a wide range of services for patients. 
 
“We now have a record number of GPs working in Scotland with more per head in 
Scotland than in the rest of UK.  
 
“We are pleased that trainee recruitment this year has so far been the most 
successful year of any of the last five with 99% of GP training posts having been 
filled so far, with one recruitment round remaining, and we are on track to deliver on 
our commitment of 800 additional GPs.” 
 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Senior Media Manager  
Communications: News (Net Zero & Energy) 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  

e: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot 
m: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 19 September 2021 16:13 

To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Ahmad N (Naureen) <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; News Desk <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care 

<[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: For SpAd views: GP pressures - Dr Gulhane comments - Herald / Daily Mail 
 

Hi Stuart, 
 
The Herald and the Daily Mail have approached us for a response to comments by 
the Conservative MSP Dr Sandesh Gulhane on BBC Scotland’s Sunday Show 
today. 
 
He said that that GPs are under overwhelming pressure, demand for appointments 
has almost doubled and they need help to cope with unprecedented demand. I have 
requested a full transcript and will share as soon as I have it. 
 
This is the same issue that the BBC are speaking to Cab Sec about today. 



 
I suggest re-issuing the following lines, which we gave to the Herald on Friday. 
Policy officials are content. I’d be grateful for your further views. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]                                     
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“We recognise GP practices have remained open and are a key part of the 
community services dealing with non-Covid medical care throughout the pandemic. 
 
“We’ve invested £20 million in GP practices to cover Covid-19 related expenditure 
and to help sustain GP services during this time.  In addition, in 2021-22 the Primary 
Care Fund is increasing from £195 million to £250 million in direct support of general 
practice and will see expansion of multidisciplinary teams in and around practices to 
ease GP workload and support access to a wide range of services for patients. 
 
“We now have a record number of GPs working in Scotland with more per head in 
Scotland than in the rest of UK.  
 
“We are pleased that trainee recruitment this year has so far been the most 
successful year of any of the last five with 99% of GP training posts having been 
filled so far, with one recruitment round remaining, and we are on track to deliver on 
our commitment of 800 additional GPs.” 
 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Senior Media Manager  
Communications: News (Net Zero & Energy) 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  

e: [redacted 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot 
m: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 19 September 2021 12:25 

To: Humza.Yousaf.msp@scottish.parliament.uk; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social 

Care  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ahmad N (Naureen) [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

News Desk Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ;[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

Minister for Public Health, Women's Health & Sport Minister for Mental Wellbeing & Social 

Care First Minister  

Subject: RE: BBC bid for Health Secretary - GP pressures 
 

Cabinet Secretary, 
 



As discussed, you have agreed to undertake this interview this afternoon at 3pm, via 
Skype. I will arrange logistics with the BBC and your private office. 
 
In addition to the FMQ brief I sent across earlier, please find attached the briefing 
pack for the debate last Tuesday which covers mental health, dentistry and 
optometry as well as GP data in the annex in case that’s needed. 
 
I will send across the transcript of Dr Gullane from this morning as soon as I receive 
it. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Senior Media Manager  
Communications: News (Net Zero & Energy) 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  

e: [redacted 38(1)(b)] @gov.scot 
m: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 19 September 2021 11:42 

To: Humza.Yousaf.msp@scottish.parliament.uk; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social 

Care  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ahmad N (Naureen) 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; Minister for Public Health, Women's Health & Sport Minister for Mental 

Wellbeing & Social Care First Minister [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: BBC bid for Health Secretary - GP pressures 

 

Good morning Cabinet Secretary, 
 
BBC Scotland have bid to speak to you today on the back of concerns around GP 
appointments. The full query is below, but in summary they are looking for reaction 
to comments from Dr Iain Kennedy in today’s Herald and Dr Sandesh Gullane on 
The Sunday Show. I have requested a transcript for the latter. 
 
This would be a virtual interview for this evening’s bulletin, and they are flexible on 
timings. If an interview is not possible they would accept a written statement. 
 
Comms and SpAds recommend that you accept the bid, on the basis it will be a 
short interview and shows we are not hiding from the issue.   
 
For awareness, below are lines we gave to the Herald on Friday. 
 
I’d be grateful if you could let me know if you are available and content to accept this 
bid. 



 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“GP practices have remained open and are a key part of the community services dealing with 

non-Covid medical care throughout the pandemic. 

“We’ve invested £20 million in GP practices to cover Covid-19 related expenditure and the 

continuation of GP services and in 2021-22 the Primary Care Fund is increasing from £195 

million to £250 million in direct support of general practice – providing support for delivery of 

the new GP contract and for wider Primary Care reform. 

“Specific guidance to general practices was issued on Tuesday 7 September  making clear that 

there is no longer a need to triage every patient, although they should continue to screen 

patients for Covid before seeing them face-to-face.” 

 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Senior Media Manager  
Communications: News (Net Zero & Energy) 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  

e: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot 
m: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 19 September 2021 11:35 

To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ahmad 

N (Naureen) <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) 

<[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

s@gov.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  

Cc: News Desk <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care <[redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ;[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: BBC bid for Health Secretary Humza Yousaf 
 

Thanks Stuart. 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Senior Media Manager  
Communications: News (Net Zero & Energy) 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  

e: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
m: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
From: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 19 September 2021 11:33 



To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ahmad N (Naureen) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] s [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  

Cc: News Desk <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care <[redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ;[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: BBC bid for Health Secretary Humza Yousaf 
 

 
 
I’m ok with accepting if Cab Sec can accommodate it.  
 
Thanks  
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 19 September 2021 11:20 

To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ahmad N (Naureen) [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: News Desk Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ;[redacted 

38(1)(b)]  

Subject: BBC bid for Health Secretary Humza Yousaf 

 

Good morning Stuart, policy colleagues, 
 
BBC Scotland have bid to speak to the Cab Sec today on the back of concerns 
around GP appointments. The full query is below, but in summary they are looking 
for reaction to comments from Dr Iain Kennedy in today’s Herald and Dr Sandesh 
Gullane on The Sunday Show. I have requested a transcript for the latter. 
 
This would be a virtual interview, and they are flexible on timings. If an interview is 
not possible they would accept a written statement. 
 
I am minded to accept, on the basis it will be a short bulletin and shows we are not 
hiding from the issue. I would be grateful for a further views.  
 
We issued the below to the Herald on Friday - do we have anything further to add to 
help strengthen our position? 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“GP practices have remained open and are a key part of the community services dealing with 

non-Covid medical care throughout the pandemic. 



“We’ve invested £20 million in GP practices to cover Covid-19 related expenditure and the 

continuation of GP services and in 2021-22 the Primary Care Fund is increasing from £195 

million to £250 million in direct support of general practice – providing support for delivery of 

the new GP contract and for wider Primary Care reform. 

“Specific guidance to general practices was issued on Tuesday 7 September   making clear that 

there is no longer a need to triage every patient, although they should continue to screen 

patients for Covid before seeing them face-to-face.” 

 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Senior Media Manager  
Communications: News (Net Zero & Energy) 
Scottish Government, St Andrew's House  

e: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  @gov.scot 
m: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] @bbc.co.uk>  

Sent: 19 September 2021 10:48 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: BBC bid for Health Secretary Humza Yousaf 
 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]  – as discussed, BBC Scotland would like to bid for Health Secretary 

Humza Yousaf today. This would be an interview over Skype/Zoom/Facetime and we’d aim 

to discuss issues raised this morning over GP appointments. 

 

Specifically, The Herald has quoted Dr Iain Kennedy, an Inverness GP and medical director 

for the Highland Local Medical Committee. He says face-to-face GP appointments will have 

to be rationed permanently to ensure that the most urgent patients are prioritised amid staff 

shortages and surging workloads. He also said that there would be "no going back to business 

as usual" and that telephone triage of patients "is here to stay". 

 

We would also like to discuss comments from the Conservative MSP Dr Sandesh Gulhane. 

He told the Sunday Show that GPs are under overwhelming pressure, demand for 

appointments has almost doubled and they need help to cope with unprecedented demand. 

 

If Mr Yousaf is unavailable for interview we would hope that the Scottish Government would 

provide a statement addressing these concerns.  

 

Reporting Scotland is due to broadcast at 1750 tonight. In order for us to fully work in a 

Scottish Government response we would be grateful to receive this by 3pm. 

 

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Senior Journalist 

BBC Scotland 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 



 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 20 September 2021 18:19 

To: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care Yousaf H (Humza), MSP 

<Humza.Yousaf.msp@parliament.scot>; [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Cc: First Minister Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) Minister for 

Public Health, Women's Health & Sport Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) Mackintosh E 

(Emily) McCallum R (Richard) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Mcdonnell T (Tim) 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  News Desk <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ahmad N 

(Naureen) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Communications Health & Social Care  [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DG Health & 

Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications 

Health & Social Care  

Subject: FOR CLEARANCE - media query - ambulance funding - covid pressures NHS - 

Cons NR - various 
 

PS/Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social,  
 
 
Latest ambulance query below, although this also touches on a number of other 
areas – Conservatives calling for SG to “call off the cuts” SAS has been asked to 
make in terms of efficiency savings. See full query and NR below.  
 
SpAds, Policy and Comms agreed the below response.  
 
With thanks, grateful for the Cab Sec’s clearance by the EOP today, if possible.  
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
SG RESPONSE  
 
A Scottish Government Spokesperson said:  
 
“Efficiency savings are how health boards ensure they are making the best possible 
use public money – every penny of efficiency savings stays with the ambulance 
service. The ambulance service is making savings through a number 
initiatives  including, for example, introducing more electric vehicles and saving 
money on fuel as well as positively impacting on climate change. These savings are 
then reinvested by the ambulance service in delivering their frontline services for the 
people of Scotland. 
 
“The Scottish Government has invested over £1 billion in the Scottish Ambulance 
Service in the last four years alone. And since 2011 we have boosted the Service 
resource budget in real terms by 17.7%. 
 



“We continue to do everything possible to help the Scottish Ambulance Service cope 
with current pressures and are investing an extra £20 million to fund almost 300 
additional Ambulance Service staff.” 
 
 
FULL QUERY 
 

Sandesh Gulhane is highlighting £15.3million efficiency savings which have to be made by 

the ambulance service in Scotland – and he is calling for SG to ‘call off the cuts’. 

Can you respond? 

 

 

Dr Gulhane: focus on saving lives, not saving cash 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Monday, 20 September, 2021 
FAO: all [redacted 38(1)(b)] s 
Embargo: for immediate release 
  
Dr Sandesh Gulhane MSP has said the SNP Government should call off planned efficiency savings in 
the Scottish Ambulance Service. 
 
The Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Health has challenged Humza Yousaf to take 
a series of actions to tackle the NHS crisis and said the focus must be on “saving lives, not saving 
cash.” 
 
He urged the SNP to “call off the cuts” after a Scottish Ambulance Service financial performance 
report revealed they had been set a £15.35 million efficiency savings target for this year. 
 
Ahead of the First Minister’s Covid update on Tuesday and Humza Yousaf’s long-awaited statement 
on ambulance services, the Scottish Conservatives called for the SNP to: 

 Halt planned efficiency savings in the Scottish Ambulance Service. 

 Announce an emergency funding package for the Scottish Ambulance Service, since the 
funding increase announced to date only just makes up for the planned efficiency savings. 

 Admit that the ambulance service is in crisis and declare major incident status. 

 Deliver a proper NHS Recovery plan to increase patient flow through NHS services. 

 Produce a new strategic plan for maximising UK Armed Forces assistance. 

 Publish new weekly ambulance response time data so progress can be measured in every 
region. 

 Establish a network of Long Covid clinics to ease the pressure on frontline services. 

 Set a target date for the return of in-person GP appointments for everyone who needs one, 
so that more people get medical treatment before they need an ambulance or need to 
present at A&E. 

 Reopen the Louisa Jordan or establish another major facility for non-critical cases, to further 
help to prevent frontline services from being overwhelmed. This would increase surge 
capacity if necessary. 

 
Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Health, Dr Sandesh Gulhane MSP, said: “The 
focus of the SNP Government right now must be on saving lives, not saving cash.  
 



“Despite the heroic efforts of frontline staff, we have already seen too many patients let down by a 
government without a real plan and systemic failures in Scotland’s NHS that are now spiralling out of 
control. 
 
“Our ambulance service should not be expected to devote energy to finding efficiency savings when 
it’s at breaking point. And Scotland’s NHS is in crisis, even if Humza Yousaf and Nicola Sturgeon 
won’t admit it. 
 
“So call off the cuts now and let’s focus on solutions.  
 
“You don’t try to fix the roof in the middle of a storm and the health secretary has said himself that 
Scotland’s NHS is facing a “perfect storm” right now. 
 
“I am sure that the SNP Government will try to justify these stealth cuts – these “efficiency savings” 
– with PR friendly excuses.  
 
“But we need substance now, not spin. Humza Yousaf cannot credibly claim that the ambulance 
service should be focused on finding ways to cut back in the middle of a crisis. 
 
“The Scottish Conservatives are bringing solutions to the table based on what would help frontline 
NHS Scotland services and I hope the SNP Government will listen.” 
 
Notes 
 

The Scottish Ambulance Service has been given a £15.35 million efficiency savings target 
this year. The services’ July financial performance report stated: ‘Efficiency savings target for 
the financial year is £15.35 million…The Best Value Programme has identified over £9.6 
million of plans and ideas against our £15.35 million target. Plans of £4.1 million (full year) 
have already been implemented and are expected to deliver in full. (Scottish Ambulance 
Service, Board Finance Report July 2021, pg.3 &4, 28 July 2021, link). 
 

 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Media Manager 
 
Health & Social Care Communications 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh EH1 3DG  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
@ScotGovHealth 
Out of hours: 0300 244 4000 
 

 
 
 
 
 



From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 20 September 2021 18:13 

To: Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) Nicolson S (Stuart) 

(Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Mackintosh E (Emily)  

Cc: McCallum R (Richard) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Mcdonnell T (Tim) 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  News Desk Ahmad N (Naureen) [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DG Health & Social Care 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: FOR SPADS VIEWS - media query - ambulance funding - covid pressures 

NHS - Cons NR - various 
 

Thanks a million Ross,  
 
I’ve moved Davie’s amended lines to the top - if no further comments I will send to 
POs shortly.  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
From: Ingebrigtsen R (Ross)  

Sent: 20 September 2021 18:02 

To: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special 

Adviser) Mackintosh E (Emily)  

Cc: McCallum R (Richard) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Mcdonnell T (Tim) 

<[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Ahmad N (Naureen) [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DG Health & Social Care 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: FOR SPADS VIEWS - media query - ambulance funding - covid pressures 

NHS - Cons NR - various 

 

Was also actually just feeding back – I would actually put Davies para on efficiency savings 

first to knock that point on the head. 

 

Can we ensure cab sec/FM have briefing on all of the points raised for statements tomorrow.  

 

Thanks 
 
Ross 
 
 

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 20 September 2021 18:07 



To: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; Mackintosh E (Emily) Ingebrigtsen R (Ross)  

Cc: McCallum R (Richard) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Mcdonnell T (Tim) 

<[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ahmad N 

(Naureen) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) <[redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Communications 

Health & Social Care  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DG Health & Social Care  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: FOR SPADS VIEWS - media query - ambulance funding - covid pressures 

NHS - Cons NR - various 

 

Thanks a million Davie!  
 
From: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser)  

Sent: 20 September 2021 18:00 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) Mackintosh E (Emily) 

Ingebrigtsen R (Ross)  

Cc: McCallum R (Richard) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Mcdonnell T (Tim) 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Ahmad N (Naureen); [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social 

Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DG 

Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: FOR SPADS VIEWS - media query - ambulance funding - covid pressures 

NHS - Cons NR - various 
 

Amended. 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 20 September 2021 17:42 

To: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) 

Mackintosh E (Emily) Ingebrigtsen R (Ross)  

Cc: McCallum R (Richard) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Mcdonnell T (Tim) 

<[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Ahmad N (Naureen) [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 

; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Neill S (Sean) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; News Desk Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DG Health & Social Care 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: FOR SPADS VIEWS - media query - ambulance funding - covid pressures NHS - 

Cons NR - various 
 

 
Hi SpAds,  
 



Latest ambulance query below, although this also touches on a number of other 
areas – Conservatives calling for SG to “call off the cuts” SAS has been asked to 
make in terms of efficiency savings. See full query and NR below.  
 
Policy and Comms agreed the below response.  
 
With thanks, grateful for SpAds clearance as soon as you can.  
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
SG RESPONSE  
 
[redacted 30(b)(i)] 
 
 
FULL QUERY 
 

Sandesh Gulhane is highlighting £15.3million efficiency savings which have to be made by 

the ambulance service in Scotland – and he is calling for SG to ‘call off the cuts’. 

Can you respond? 

 

 

Dr Gulhane: focus on saving lives, not saving cash 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Monday, 20 September, 2021 
FAO: all [redacted 38(1)(b)] s 
Embargo: for immediate release 
  
Dr Sandesh Gulhane MSP has said the SNP Government should call off planned efficiency savings in 
the Scottish Ambulance Service. 
 
The Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Health has challenged Humza Yousaf to take 
a series of actions to tackle the NHS crisis and said the focus must be on “saving lives, not saving 
cash.” 
 
He urged the SNP to “call off the cuts” after a Scottish Ambulance Service financial performance 
report revealed they had been set a £15.35 million efficiency savings target for this year. 
 
Ahead of the First Minister’s Covid update on Tuesday and Humza Yousaf’s long-awaited statement 
on ambulance services, the Scottish Conservatives called for the SNP to: 

 Halt planned efficiency savings in the Scottish Ambulance Service. 

 Announce an emergency funding package for the Scottish Ambulance Service, since the 
funding increase announced to date only just makes up for the planned efficiency savings. 

 Admit that the ambulance service is in crisis and declare major incident status. 

 Deliver a proper NHS Recovery plan to increase patient flow through NHS services. 

 Produce a new strategic plan for maximising UK Armed Forces assistance. 



 Publish new weekly ambulance response time data so progress can be measured in every 
region. 

 Establish a network of Long Covid clinics to ease the pressure on frontline services. 

 Set a target date for the return of in-person GP appointments for everyone who needs one, 
so that more people get medical treatment before they need an ambulance or need to 
present at A&E. 

 Reopen the Louisa Jordan or establish another major facility for non-critical cases, to further 
help to prevent frontline services from being overwhelmed. This would increase surge 
capacity if necessary. 

 
Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Health, Dr Sandesh Gulhane MSP, said: “The 
focus of the SNP Government right now must be on saving lives, not saving cash.  
 
“Despite the heroic efforts of frontline staff, we have already seen too many patients let down by a 
government without a real plan and systemic failures in Scotland’s NHS that are now spiralling out of 
control. 
 
“Our ambulance service should not be expected to devote energy to finding efficiency savings when 
it’s at breaking point. And Scotland’s NHS is in crisis, even if Humza Yousaf and Nicola Sturgeon 
won’t admit it. 
 
“So call off the cuts now and let’s focus on solutions.  
 
“You don’t try to fix the roof in the middle of a storm and the health secretary has said himself that 
Scotland’s NHS is facing a “perfect storm” right now. 
 
“I am sure that the SNP Government will try to justify these stealth cuts – these “efficiency savings” 
– with PR friendly excuses.  
 
“But we need substance now, not spin. Humza Yousaf cannot credibly claim that the ambulance 
service should be focused on finding ways to cut back in the middle of a crisis. 
 
“The Scottish Conservatives are bringing solutions to the table based on what would help frontline 
NHS Scotland services and I hope the SNP Government will listen.” 
 
Notes 
 

The Scottish Ambulance Service has been given a £15.35 million efficiency savings target 
this year. The services’ July financial performance report stated: ‘Efficiency savings target for 
the financial year is £15.35 million…The Best Value Programme has identified over £9.6 
million of plans and ideas against our £15.35 million target. Plans of £4.1 million (full year) 
have already been implemented and are expected to deliver in full. (Scottish Ambulance 
Service, Board Finance Report July 2021, pg.3 &4, 28 July 2021, link). 
 

 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Media Manager 



 
Health & Social Care Communications 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh EH1 3DG  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
@ScotGovHealth 
Out of hours: 0300 244 4000 
 

 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 September 2021 16:45 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Communications Education & Skills 

Subject: RE: Scottish Conservatives comment on SQA Attainment Statistics 
 

Thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Senior Media Manager  

Communications Education & Skills 

Desk: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Scottish Government | news.gov.scot  

 

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 September 2021 16:41 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Communications Education & Skills  

Subject: FW: Scottish Conservatives comment on SQA Attainment Statistics 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)] . Attainment gap widening and SG lacks ambition to close it 
according to Conservatives. Deadline asap unfortunately. 
Thanks. 
 

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 21 September 2021 16:37 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: FW: Scottish Conservatives comment on SQA Attainment Statistics 

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 21 September 2021 15:54 

Subject: Scottish Conservatives comment on SQA Attainment Statistics 
External Sender~~ 

Please find our comment on the SQA Attainment Statistics published today - Statistics 2021 - 

SQA 

Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Education Oliver Mundell MSP 

said: “After 14 years of failure the SNP have lost all ambition to close the widening 

attainment gap.  



“Pupils have already had to adapt to disrupted learning, and these latest figures confirm they 

are also coming up against an education system that delivers equity in name only. 

“Without further investment to help pupils catch up and a clear plan to restore consistent 

standards in our education system, this generation are going to be left behind with fewer 

opportunities available to them. 

“For those growing up in our most deprived communities, the SNP’s broken promises risk 

irreparable damage to their future prospects. The lack of progress and priority from SNP 

Ministers falls far short of what young people across Scotland deserve.” 

ENDS 

Thanks,  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]   

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Press Officer 

Scottish Conservative & Unionist Party 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 

Sent: 21 September 2021 17:03 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills  

Cc: News Desk; Communications Education & Skills [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Head SFIO 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Wilson M (Mick) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

Anson S (Sam) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Pentland MK (Malcolm) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Taylor A (Alison) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; Minister for Children & Young People  Minister for HE, FE, Youth Employment 

and Training  

Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE: Media query - SQA stats/Labour NR - PA, Telegraph, 

The Sun, The Scotsman  

 

Thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)] , Ms Somerville has cleared. 

 

 

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  (he/him) 
Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 

T: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  | M: [redacted 38(1)(b)] | E: cabsecES@gov.scot  
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, EDINBURGH EH1 3DG 

 

 

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 September 2021 16:51 

To: Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills  

Cc: News Desk Communications Education & Skills [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Head SFIO 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 

38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Wilson M (Mick) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Anson S (Sam) 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Pentland MK (Malcolm) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 



[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Taylor A (Alison) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Ingebrigtsen 

R (Ross) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

Minister for Children & Young People Minister for HE, FE, Youth Employment and 

Training  

Subject: FOR CLEARANCE: Media query - SQA stats/Labour NR - PA, Telegraph, The 

Sun, The Scotsman  

 

PO/Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
 
Various media have approached us on SQA stats today that show a local authority 
and state/independent school breakdown of this year’s results. Most of the criticism 
is on the widened attainment gap. The Telegraph in particular, is contrasting the 
results between state and independent schools. Grateful for clearance on the 
following lines. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“We remain committed to closing the attainment gap and ensuring every young 

person has the chance to fulfil their potential.  

“This year’s SQA results saw a narrower poverty-related attainment gap 

compared with 2019, and the number of university acceptances from the 20% 

most deprived areas in Scotland reached a record high for SQA Results Day. 

“Progress has been made but we know there is more to do. That’s why we are 

investing a further £1 billion over the course of this Parliament to help to close 

the attainment gap. 

“The attainment gap between pupils in state and independent schools for passes 

in Highers and Advanced Highers was narrower in 2021 than in 2019.” 

QUERY – PA, Scotsman  
Commenting on today’s SQA statistics, Scottish Labour’s Education 
spokesperson Michael Marra said: “The statistics out today confirm once again 
that the SNP and SQA designed a system this year which widened and engrained 
Scotland’s already substantial attainment gap.  
 
“We have seen the most privileged pupils benefit, and the poorest lose out by 
design.  
 
“Far from closing the gap – as was supposed to be their ‘defining mission’ – they 
have made it worse, and it is the poorest pupils in Scotland who pay the price of the 
Government’s failure.  
 



“As we look ahead to next year, we must ensure that the mistakes of the past two 
years are not repeated, but once again we are in a situation where there seems to 
be little-to no detail in the Government’s plans. Urgent clarity is needed, to avoid a 
third year of disaster for Scottish pupils.” 
 
QUERY – The Telegraph, The Sun 
Just looking for ScotGov lines on this year's SQA attainment stats - particularly the 
figures highlighted here showing a widening of the attainment gap between pupils at 
private schools and pupils at state schools: 
https://twitter.com/DSanderson_85/status/1440260362813665286 
 
Query – Daily Mail, Herald 
Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Education Oliver Mundell MSP 
said: “After 14 years of failure the SNP have lost all ambition to close the widening 
attainment gap.  
 
“Pupils have already had to adapt to disrupted learning, and these latest figures 
confirm they are also coming up against an education system that delivers equity in 
name only. 
 
“Without further investment to help pupils catch up and a clear plan to restore 
consistent standards in our education system, this generation are going to be left 
behind with fewer opportunities available to them. 
 
“For those growing up in our most deprived communities, the SNP’s broken 
promises risk irreparable damage to their future prospects. The lack of progress and 
priority from SNP Ministers falls far short of what young people across Scotland 
deserve.” 
 
 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Senior Media Manager  

Communications Education & Skills 

Desk: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Scottish Government | news.gov.scot  

 

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 21 September 2021 16:44 

To: Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) [redacted 38(1)(b)] Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: News Desk; Communications Education & Skills [redacted 38(1)(b)] Head SFIO  

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Wilson M (Mick) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Anson S 

(Sam) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Pentland MK (Malcolm) [redacted 38(1)(b)]   ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Taylor A (Alison) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: SpAds views: Media query - SQA stats/Labour NR - PA, Telegraph, The Sun, 

The Scotsman  

 

https://twitter.com/DSanderson_85/status/1440260362813665286
https://news.gov.scot/


Thanks Ross. 
 

For awareness, the Conservatives have now issued their reaction. The Daily Mail 
and Herald have asked for our lines. 
 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]   

 

Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Education Oliver Mundell MSP 
said: “After 14 years of failure the SNP have lost all ambition to close the widening 
attainment gap.  
“Pupils have already had to adapt to disrupted learning, and these latest figures 
confirm they are also coming up against an education system that delivers equity in 
name only. 
“Without further investment to help pupils catch up and a clear plan to restore 
consistent standards in our education system, this generation are going to be left 
behind with fewer opportunities available to them. 
“For those growing up in our most deprived communities, the SNP’s broken 
promises risk irreparable damage to their future prospects. The lack of progress and 
priority from SNP Ministers falls far short of what young people across Scotland 
deserve.” 
 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Senior Media Manager  

Communications Education & Skills 

Desk: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Scottish Government | news.gov.scot  

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 30 September 2021 16:06 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Cc: News Desk Communications Education & Skills  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: Media query - Calls for SQA CEO resignation - The Scotsman 

 

Yes, thanks, [redacted 38(1)(b)] . I’ll sort. 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Senior Media Manager  

Communications Education & Skills 

Desk: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Scottish Government | news.gov.scot  

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 30 September 2021 15:30 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: News Desk Communications Education & Skills [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: Media query - Calls for SQA CEO resignation - The Scotsman 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)] ,  

https://news.gov.scot/
https://news.gov.scot/


 
Got a query from The Scotsman about the SQA/ EHRC story – one for your team 
perhaps?  
 
Kind regards,  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]    
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: 30 September 2021 15:33 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Subject: Calls for SQA CEO resignation 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)] , 

 

As discussed, looking for an SG line in response to the calls from Scottish Labour for the 

CEO of the SQA to resign following the EHRC agreement today. 

 

EHRC PR: https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/scottish-qualifications-

authority-signs-legal-agreement-improve-equality-practices?utm_source=e-

shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBnewsletterSeptember2021 

 

Michael Marra's tweet here: https://twitter.com/michaeljmarra/status/1443579782088646662 

 

Best, 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

--  

Best wishes, 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
The Scotsman 

Phone: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Mobile: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 22 September 2021 19:06 

To: First Minister; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cabinet Secretary for Health 

and Social Care  First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M (Michelle) Hutchison D 

(David) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care 

Permanent Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd 

JS (James) Cabinet Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Permanent Secretary [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: LINE TO CLEAR PLEASE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 
 

Thanks [redacted 38(1)(b)]  – I will issue the lines 
 
 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/scottish-qualifications-authority-signs-legal-agreement-improve-equality-practices?utm_source=e-shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBnewsletterSeptember2021
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/scottish-qualifications-authority-signs-legal-agreement-improve-equality-practices?utm_source=e-shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBnewsletterSeptember2021
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/scottish-qualifications-authority-signs-legal-agreement-improve-equality-practices?utm_source=e-shot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GBnewsletterSeptember2021
https://twitter.com/michaeljmarra/status/1443579782088646662


From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  On Behalf Of First Minister 

Sent: 22 September 2021 19:04 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cabinet Secretary for Health 

and Social Care First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M (Michelle) Hutchison D 

(David) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care 

Permanent Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd JS (James) Cabinet 

Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

Permanent Secretary [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: LINE TO CLEAR PLEASE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
The First Minister is content to clear the lines as drafted. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Deputy Private Secretary 
Private Office to the First Minister 
5th Floor| St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 22 September 2021 18:23 

To: First Minister [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cabinet Secretary for Health 

and Social Care First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M (Michelle) Hutchison D 

(David) (Special Adviser) Mackie C (Christopher) Communications Health & Social Care 

Permanent Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd 

JS (James) Cabinet Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Permanent Secretary [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: LINE TO CLEAR PLEASE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 
 

Copying my colleague [redacted 38(1)(b)]  who is on duty tonight to issue when 
cleared. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  On Behalf Of First Minister 

Sent: 22 September 2021 17:27 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cabinet Secretary for Health 

and Social Care First Minister FMQs  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M (Michelle) Hutchison D 

(David) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care 

Permanent Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd 



JS (James) Cabinet Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) News Desk; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Permanent Secretary  

Subject: RE: LINE TO CLEAR PLEASE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 
 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
The FM is still to clear so it will need to wait a bit longer. 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Deputy Private Secretary 
Private Office to the First Minister 
5th Floor| St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 22 September 2021 17:25 

To: First Minister [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cabinet Secretary for Health 

and Social Care First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M 

(Michelle) Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications 

Health & Social Care Permanent Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd JS (James) Cabinet Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) News 

Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Permanent Secretary  

Subject: RE: LINE TO CLEAR PLEASE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  and colleagues, 
 
My apologies here. 
 
We’ve got media chasing for this line. 
 
Would FM be content for us to issue please? 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] | [redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Scottish Government | news.gov.scot l Mobile: 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 22 September 2021 15:54 

To: First Minister  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cabinet Secretary for Health 



and Social Care First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M 

(Michelle) Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications 

Health & Social Care Permanent Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd JS (James) Cabinet Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) News 

Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Permanent Secretary  

Subject: LINE TO CLEAR PLEASE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 
 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  and FMPO colleagues, 
 
Re the letter to FM from Mr Kerr about Mr Yousaf and a subsequent Conservative 
news release on this issue (please see below for the release) … 
 
Would FM be content please for this line to issue? 
 
SG spokesperson: “Mr Yousaf has given a given a formal, in-person apology to the 
Chamber of the Scottish Parliament and to the Presiding Officer. As such we 
consider the matter closed.” 
 
With best wishes, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] | [redacted 38(1)(b)]  l  Newsdesk | Scottish Government | news.gov.scot l 

Mobile: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 

 
  

Humza Yousaf reported over Ministerial Code breach 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Wednesday, 22 September, 2021 
FAO: all [redacted 38(1)(b)] s 
Embargo: for immediate release 
  
The Scottish Conservatives have reported Humza Yousaf to the First Minister over his breach of the 
Ministerial Code. 
  
Chief Whip Stephen Kerr has written to Nicola Sturgeon after the Health Secretary admitted he 
revealed details of a statement on Scotland’s ambulance crisis to the Daily Record first, rather than 
to Parliament. 
  
Paragraph 3.5 of the Ministerial Code states that “When the Parliament is meeting, Ministers should 
ensure that important announcements of Government policy are made, in the first instance, to the 
Parliament.” 
  
The breach has also been reported to the Chair of the Parliament’s Standards, Procedures and Public 
Appointments Committee. 
  



Stephen Kerr has asked Nicola Sturgeon what measures will be taken in response to Humza Yousaf’s 
breach and if she still has confidence in his ability to retain Ministerial office. 
  
Scottish Conservative Chief Whip Stephen Kerr MSP, said: “Humza Yousaf has shown complete 
disregard for the Ministerial Code by announcing the details of this statement to the media first. 
  
“When challenged on his actions in Parliament, he responded arrogantly and took umbrage at being 
held to account. He has held Parliament in total contempt which is why this must be investigated 
further by Nicola Sturgeon.  
  
“Her Ministers have a duty to respect and abide by the Ministerial Code at all times. That clearly 
hasn’t happened here and she must confirm whether she still has confidence in Humza Yousaf’s 
ability to hold office. 
  
“Nicola Sturgeon was at pains to tell Parliament that this statement on Scotland’s ambulance crisis 
would be delivered to the chamber at the earliest opportunity.  
  
“Serious questions must be answered as to why her Health Secretary thought it was appropriate to 
reveal it to the Daily Record on the same morning first. 
  
“A thorough investigation must guarantee that any SNP-Green Minister never disrespects the 
Scottish Parliament in this way ever again.” 
  
Notes: Stephen Kerr’s letter to Nicola Sturgeon is attached. 
  
ENDS  
   

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Sent: 22 September 2021 15:25 

To: McAllister C (Colin) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Cc: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cabinet Secretary for Health 

and Social Care First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M 

(Michelle) Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications 

Health & Social Care Permanent Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 

[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd JS (James) Cabinet Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) News 

Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Permanent Secretary  

Subject: RE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 

 

Thank you Colin, 
 
Unless there are any other views from colleagues, I’ll send this line to FM to clear. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] | [redacted 38(1)(b)]  l  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  | Scottish Government | 
news.gov.scot l Mobile: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 



 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  On Behalf Of Communications Health & Social Care 

Sent: 22 September 2021 15:14 

To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First 

Minister  

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

McAllister C (Colin) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M (Michelle) Hutchison D (David) 

(Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care Permanent 

Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd JS (James) 

Cabinet Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 

38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: RE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 
 

Copying in [redacted 38(1)(b)]  and health comms leads. 
 
From: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser)  

Sent: 22 September 2021 13:44 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister  

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care First Minister FMQs [redacted 38(1)(b)]   

McAllister C (Colin) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Rennie M (Michelle) Hutchison D (David) 

(Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care Permanent 

Secretary Mackintosh E (Emily) [redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hynd JS (James) 

Cabinet Secretariat inbox Ingebrigtsen R (Ross)  

Subject: RE: Letter from Stephen Kerr - Ministerial Code 

 

 
 
 
The Tories have, predictably, have issued a news release on this, below for info, and 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  from the Herald is asking for a comment.  
 
Can we get a final cleared line which can go to him at address below pleas e- I’m 
assuming there will be other queries: 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
Thanks  
 
 

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 1:02 PM 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Subject: Humza Yousaf reported over Ministerial Code breach  

  

Humza Yousaf reported over Ministerial Code breach 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Wednesday, 22 September, 2021 
FAO: all [redacted 38(1)(b)] s 



Embargo: for immediate release 
  
The Scottish Conservatives have reported Humza Yousaf to the First Minister over his breach of the 
Ministerial Code. 
  
Chief Whip Stephen Kerr has written to Nicola Sturgeon after the Health Secretary admitted he 
revealed details of a statement on Scotland’s ambulance crisis to the Daily Record first, rather than 
to Parliament. 
  
Paragraph 3.5 of the Ministerial Code states that “When the Parliament is meeting, Ministers should 
ensure that important announcements of Government policy are made, in the first instance, to the 
Parliament.” 
  
The breach has also been reported to the Chair of the Parliament’s Standards, Procedures and Public 
Appointments Committee. 
  
Stephen Kerr has asked Nicola Sturgeon what measures will be taken in response to Humza Yousaf’s 
breach and if she still has confidence in his ability to retain Ministerial office. 
  
Scottish Conservative Chief Whip Stephen Kerr MSP, said: “Humza Yousaf has shown complete 
disregard for the Ministerial Code by announcing the details of this statement to the media first. 
  
“When challenged on his actions in Parliament, he responded arrogantly and took umbrage at being 
held to account. He has held Parliament in total contempt which is why this must be investigated 
further by Nicola Sturgeon.  
  
“Her Ministers have a duty to respect and abide by the Ministerial Code at all times. That clearly 
hasn’t happened here and she must confirm whether she still has confidence in Humza Yousaf’s 
ability to hold office. 
  
“Nicola Sturgeon was at pains to tell Parliament that this statement on Scotland’s ambulance crisis 
would be delivered to the chamber at the earliest opportunity.  
  
“Serious questions must be answered as to why her Health Secretary thought it was appropriate to 
reveal it to the Daily Record on the same morning first. 
  
“A thorough investigation must guarantee that any SNP-Green Minister never disrespects the 
Scottish Parliament in this way ever again.” 
  
Notes: Stephen Kerr’s letter to Nicola Sturgeon is attached. 
  
ENDS  
 
  
 From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 24 September 2021 12:36 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: News Desk; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION PLEASE - media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 



 

Thanks, [redacted 38(1)(b)] . 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
COVID-19 Communications – Finance & Economy 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Working from 
home - M: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 24 September 2021 12:35 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION PLEASE - media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
I’ll add [redacted 38(1)(b)]  from the Daily Mail to your list for this. She’s just sent in 
this query. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
The Scottish Hospitality Group is warning that firms face losing 40 per cent of their turnover 

due to vaccine passports - and that’s just on decreased footfall.  

They are also concerned about staff safety following incidents of violence/harassment from 

some when staff would ask to put masks on - they fear it’s worse with passports.  

Would you like to say anything on this? 

 

 

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 24 September 2021 12:04 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION PLEASE - media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 

 

No probs at all, [redacted 38(1)(b)]  did a line re the legal challenge just the other day 
so it may just be a tweak on that. I’ll ping round officials. 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
COVID-19 Communications – Finance & Economy 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Working from 
home - M: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 24 September 2021 12:02 



To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: News Desk; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION PLEASE - media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
It would help if you could pick up. I’ve got a messy budget query and the Fergusons 
lines need changing before the Mr McKee interview at 1pm. 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 24 September 2021 11:57 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION PLEASE - media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 

 

Adding [redacted 38(1)(b)]  who is on reactive for us today. 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  – that’s a couple in on this. I can pick up if you want? 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
COVID-19 Communications – Finance & Economy 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Working from 
home - M: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 24 September 2021 11:54 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care  
Subject: RE: FOR ALLOCATION PLEASE - media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 

 

Sorry [redacted 38(1)(b)]  – more re hospitality grumbling 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 24 September 2021 11:38 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: News Desk [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social Care  
Subject: FOR ALLOCATION PLEASE - media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
Another one just in for allocation please. 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 



From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 24 September 2021 10:35 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: Fwd: Scottish Conservatives comment on UKHospitality Scotland saying the industry is not 
ready to adopt vaccine passports 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

I would also be grateful for a comment on this 

 

thanks 

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]   

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Date: Fri, 24 Sept 2021 at 11:32 

Subject: Scottish Conservatives comment on UKHospitality Scotland saying the industry is 

not ready to adopt vaccine passports 

To:  

 

Please see below our comment on Executive Director of UKHospitality Scotland, Leon 

Thompson’s appearance on Good Morning Scotland, this morning. Mr Thompson told 

listeners that the industry did not feel ready to implement the SNP Government’s vaccine 

certification scheme next Friday, and that the system ‘is not completely secure and will be 

open to abuse’. 

 

Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy, Liz Smith 

MSP said: “Scottish hospitality groups are clear that the SNP’s shambolic vaccine passport 

plan is not ready. 

 

“Businesses are in the dark about a scheme they’re expected to administer in just a week’s 

time.  

 

“The SNP are still failing to provide the necessary information for businesses.  

 

“The flimsy proposals they have set out are open to abuse and fraud is likely to be rife. 

 



“Just as businesses are getting back on their feet after a difficult 18 months, the SNP are 

knocking them back down again with a scheme that could cost them a lot of money to 

implement.” 

_ 

 

Notes: Please see below a transcript of the interview, which took place at 6:44 am on Good 

Morning Scotland, Friday 24th September. 

 

Laura Maciver: Leon, good morning to you, do you feel ready? 

Leon Thompson: Good morning Laura. Does the industry feel ready? No, it really doesn't. 

We are seven days from this coming in, we haven't seen the regulations that the government 

are still drafting, we haven't seen any guidance from the Scottish Government and the 

government hasn't produced any business impact assessment or indeed a quality impact 

assessment either, so we are really still very much in the dark and with only seven days to go 

that is a real concern for businesses that are going to have to implement this policy on the 

doors of their premises on a Friday night.  

 

LM: What kind of a difference do you imagine that that this is going to make then? Will it 

require, first of all, premises to have somebody on the door? 

LT: Yes, absolutely and that is a challenge at the moment in terms of the numbers of door 

stewards that are working because there is a shortage of those skilled staff right now. So, it is 

going to put a lot of additional pressure on businesses where they have door stewards, but 

some businesses that are going to be captured by this policy don't have door staff at all, so 

they are going to move bar staff to the doors to check QR codes as people enter the premises. 

LM: And is there any indication of how those QR codes would be checked. Would there be 

some kind of machine to scan them, or would it be the case of casting an eye over them and 

those staff having to make that judgment themselves about whether that is genuine? 

LT: Well, that is a very good question. Basically, the Scottish Government has been clear 

that they won't be supplying any kit to scan the QR codes, so businesses will have to supply 

their workforce with mobile phones to scan QR codes. There's the possibility that there may 

be an option to have just a visual check, so basically the code wouldn't be scanned, the person 

on the door would simply be shown the QR code and would just accept that that is a valid 

vaccination passport. So, that is another option which would obviously speed things up, but I 

mean clearly the scheme is not completely secure and will be open to abuse if people want to 

go down that route.  

 



LM: You didn't know it was coming, notice was given, but in your view how much longer 

would you need in order for this to be implemented in your eyes properly? 

LT: Well, I think the challenge is that the Scottish Government consistently said that they 

had no intention to introduce vaccine passports and then suddenly out of the blue one was 

being talked about at the start of this month and then obviously then it had to go to parliament 

to be approved. So, the period of notice has been very short, and we are obviously working to 

very compressed timescales as well now. The issue is that the hospitality businesses that are 

going to be impacted by this are already just trying to get back on their feet so this is another 

burden that they will have to manage, which isn't great. But also, the other side of this is 

where is the public information campaign? Where is the information telling people what will 

be required- 

[...] 

 

ENDS 

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Press Officer | Scottish Conservatives 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Daily Telegraph 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 
From:  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 24 September 2021 15:20 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery 
Cc: News Desk; Communications Finance & Economy; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and 
Briefing; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Sadler E (Elizabeth); First Minister Covid Briefing 
Unit; Communications Education & Skills; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cameron J 
(Jonathan); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
Covid-19 Public Health DSU; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross); 
Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser); McAllister C (Colin); Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy 
Subject: RE: For DFM clearance - Media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
Many thanks for confirming. Issuing now. 
 



[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
COVID-19 Communications – Finance & Economy 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Working from 
home - M: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid 
Recovery 
Sent: 24 September 2021 15:17 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery   
Cc: News Desk; Communications Finance & Economy; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and 
Briefing; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Sadler E (Elizabeth); First Minister Covid Briefing 
Unit; Communications Education & Skills; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cameron J 
(Jonathan); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
Covid-19 Public Health DSU; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross); 
Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser); McAllister C (Colin); Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy 
Subject: RE: For DFM clearance - Media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine 
passports - Telegraph 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)] , 
 
The DFM is content to clear the line.  
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Sent: 24 September 2021 14:24 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery; 
Cc: News Desk; Communications Finance & Economy; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and 
Briefing; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Sadler E (Elizabeth); First Minister Covid Briefing 
Unit; Communications Education & Skills; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cameron J 
(Jonathan); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
Covid-19 Public Health DSU; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross); 
Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser); McAllister C (Colin); Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy 
Subject: For DFM clearance - Media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine passports - 
Telegraph 
 

Hi PO 
 
We’ve been asked for comment by the Mail, Express and Telegraph on vaccine 
certification following an interview on GMS from UK Hospitality Scotland (transcript 



below). The Telegraph has also highlighted comments from the Conservatives (also 
below) following the interview.  
 
The following response has been agreed with policy colleagues and SpAds. It is a 
slight tweak to the line cleared by DFM earlier this week in response to the legal 
challenge, to reflect that updated information was published yesterday. I’d be grateful 
if you could confirm if the DFM is content to clear. 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“We want to keep businesses open and trading over what may be one of the 

most difficult winter periods in history. Vaccine certification is in use in many 

countries, often with a much wider scope than planned in Scotland, and we 

believe they are an essential and proportionate measure to reduce the risk 

posed by coronavirus. 

“We are engaging with stakeholders on the roll out of the certification 

scheme. More information was recently published and further details will be 

announced shortly.” 

Background 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): vaccine certification update - 23 September 2021 - 

gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

Thanks 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
COVID-19 Communications – Finance & Economy 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Working from 
home - M: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

 

Subject: Scottish Conservatives comment on UKHospitality Scotland saying the industry is 

not ready to adopt vaccine passports 

To:  

 

Please see below our comment on Executive Director of UKHospitality Scotland, Leon 

Thompson’s appearance on Good Morning Scotland, this morning. Mr Thompson told 

listeners that the industry did not feel ready to implement the SNP Government’s vaccine 

certification scheme next Friday, and that the system ‘is not completely secure and will be 

open to abuse’. 

 



Scottish Conservative Shadow Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy, Liz Smith 

MSP said: “Scottish hospitality groups are clear that the SNP’s shambolic vaccine passport 

plan is not ready. 

 

“Businesses are in the dark about a scheme they’re expected to administer in just a week’s 

time.  

 

“The SNP are still failing to provide the necessary information for businesses.  

 

“The flimsy proposals they have set out are open to abuse and fraud is likely to be rife. 

 

“Just as businesses are getting back on their feet after a difficult 18 months, the SNP are 

knocking them back down again with a scheme that could cost them a lot of money to 

implement.” 

_ 

 

Notes: Please see below a transcript of the interview, which took place at 6:44 am on Good 

Morning Scotland, Friday 24th September. 

 

Laura Maciver: Leon, good morning to you, do you feel ready? 

Leon Thompson: Good morning Laura. Does the industry feel ready? No, it really doesn't. 

We are seven days from this coming in, we haven't seen the regulations that the government 

are still drafting, we haven't seen any guidance from the Scottish Government and the 

government hasn't produced any business impact assessment or indeed a quality impact 

assessment either, so we are really still very much in the dark and with only seven days to go 

that is a real concern for businesses that are going to have to implement this policy on the 

doors of their premises on a Friday night.  

 

LM: What kind of a difference do you imagine that that this is going to make then? Will it 

require, first of all, premises to have somebody on the door? 

LT: Yes, absolutely and that is a challenge at the moment in terms of the numbers of door 

stewards that are working because there is a shortage of those skilled staff right now. So, it is 

going to put a lot of additional pressure on businesses where they have door stewards, but 



some businesses that are going to be captured by this policy don't have door staff at all, so 

they are going to move bar staff to the doors to check QR codes as people enter the premises. 

LM: And is there any indication of how those QR codes would be checked. Would there be 

some kind of machine to scan them, or would it be the case of casting an eye over them and 

those staff having to make that judgment themselves about whether that is genuine? 

LT: Well, that is a very good question. Basically, the Scottish Government has been clear 

that they won't be supplying any kit to scan the QR codes, so businesses will have to supply 

their workforce with mobile phones to scan QR codes. There's the possibility that there may 

be an option to have just a visual check, so basically the code wouldn't be scanned, the person 

on the door would simply be shown the QR code and would just accept that that is a valid 

vaccination passport. So, that is another option which would obviously speed things up, but I 

mean clearly the scheme is not completely secure and will be open to abuse if people want to 

go down that route.  

 

LM: You didn't know it was coming, notice was given, but in your view how much longer 

would you need in order for this to be implemented in your eyes properly? 

LT: Well, I think the challenge is that the Scottish Government consistently said that they 

had no intention to introduce vaccine passports and then suddenly out of the blue one was 

being talked about at the start of this month and then obviously then it had to go to parliament 

to be approved. So, the period of notice has been very short, and we are obviously working to 

very compressed timescales as well now. The issue is that the hospitality businesses that are 

going to be impacted by this are already just trying to get back on their feet so this is another 

burden that they will have to manage, which isn't great. But also, the other side of this is 

where is the public information campaign? Where is the information telling people what will 

be required- 

[...] 

 

ENDS 

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 24 September 2021 14:11 
To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser); Ingebrigtsen R (Ross); McAllister C (Colin) 
Cc: News Desk; Communications Finance & Economy; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and 
Briefing; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  Sadler E (Elizabeth); First Minister Covid Briefing 
Unit; Communications Education & Skills; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Cameron J 
(Jonathan); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
Covid-19 Public Health DSU; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 



Subject: SpAd view - Media query - Scottish Conservatives comment on vaccine passports - 
Telegraph 

 

SpAds 
 
We’ve been asked for comment by the Mail, Express and Telegraph on vaccine 
certification following an interview on GMS from UK Hospitality Scotland (transcript 
below). Simon at the Telegraph has also highlighted comments from the 
Conservatives (also below) following the interview.  
 
The following response has been agreed with policy colleagues. It is a slight tweak to 
the line cleared by DFM earlier this week in response to the legal challenge, to 
reflect that updated information was published yesterday. I’d be grateful if you could 
confirm if you’re content for it to go to DFM for clearance (cc’ing Ms Forbes). 
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“We want to keep businesses open and trading over what may be one of the 

most difficult winter periods in history. Vaccine certification is in use in many 

countries, often with a much wider scope than planned in Scotland, and we 

believe they are an essential and proportionate measure to reduce the risk 

posed by coronavirus. 

“We are engaging with stakeholders on the roll out of the certification 

scheme. More information was recently published and further details will be 

announced shortly.” 

Background 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): vaccine certification update - 23 September 2021 - 

gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

 
Thanks 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
COVID-19 Communications – Finance & Economy 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Working from 
home - M: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 27 September 2021 17:01 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery; Cabinet Secretary for Health and 



Social Care  
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy Communications Finance & Economy 
Communications Health & Social Care; News Desk; Sadler E (Elizabeth); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister Covid 
Briefing Unit; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser); Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser); McCaig C (Callum); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 
; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations 
Parliament and Briefing; Cameron J (Jonathan); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid 
Legislation; Coull AJ (Alison); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Lines to clear - Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport 
scheme 

 

Thanks all,  
 
For completeness final SG line I’ll issue below with requested addition in red. SpAds 
I’ll send you email addresses separately of who has requested a response.  
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: “Vaccine certification is a proportionate 
measure which can help reduce transmission risks, cut the risk of serious illness 
and death and in doing so alleviate pressure on the healthcare system, while also 
encouraging uptake of the vaccine.  
 
“We are putting in place a very limited scheme and we hope this will allow higher 
risk settings to remain open and prevent any further restrictions as we head into 
autumn and winter. Certification is in use in many countries, often with a much 
wider scope than planned in Scotland. 
 
“The Scottish Parliament already voted in favour of a vaccine certification scheme 
earlier this month.” 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid 
Recovery 
Sent: 27 September 2021 16:53 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery; Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Social Care 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy; Communications Finance & Economy; 
Communications Health & Social Care; News Desk; Sadler E (Elizabeth); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister Covid 
Briefing Unit; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser); 
McCaig C (Callum); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DL for COVID-19 
Vaccinations Parliament and Briefing; Cameron J (Jonathan); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 
; SGLD Covid Legislation; Coull AJ (Alison) ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Lines to clear - Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport 
scheme 

 



[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
DFM is content. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 27 September 2021 16:38 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery; Cabinet Secretary for Health and 
Social Care  
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Economy; Communications Finance & Economy; 
Communications Health & Social Care; News Desk; Sadler E (Elizabeth); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister Covid 
Briefing Unit; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser); 
McCaig C (Callum); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DL for COVID-19 
Vaccinations Parliament and Briefing; Cameron J (Jonathan); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] 
; SGLD Covid Legislation; Coull AJ (Alison) ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
Subject: Lines to clear - Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport scheme 
Importance: High 

 

DFMPO, Cab Sec PO,  
 
We have been approached by a number of media outlets (Express, Daily Mail, 
Telegraph) looking for an SG response to the Conservative news release below. 
Policy colleagues and SpAds have agreed this draft response. Can you confirm DFM 
and Cab Sec are content? 
 
Many thanks,  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted s30(b)(i)] 
 
 

Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport 
scheme 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Monday, 27 September, 2021 
FAO: all [redacted 38(1)(b)] s 
Embargo: 00.01 Tuesday, 28 September, 2021 

  



The Scottish Conservatives will push the SNP’s vaccine passport scheme to a vote in 

Parliament this week in a last-ditch attempt to halt the scheme.  

  

The party will bring forward a debate and vote on the scheme this Wednesday, calling for it 

to be scrapped.  

  

Businesses have hit out at the lack of detail and flaws in the scheme.  

  

With just days to go until it comes into force, businesses have said they’re not ready to 

administer it. 

  

Several hospitality groups have claimed the scheme will affect more premises than originally 

claimed, with estimates that it could impact 2,000 businesses. 

  

Judith Robertson of the Scottish Human Rights Commission has also warned the case for 

vaccine passports has not been made. 

  

Last week the SNP refused to debate the plans. 

  

Scottish Conservative Shadow Covid Recovery Secretary Murdo Fraser MSP, said: 
“The SNP’s vaccine passport scheme comes into force in just a few days but it’s a shambles. 

  

“Businesses say this scheme is flawed. It will drive up their costs. It’s ripe for fraud. They 

will get no help to administer it. 

  

“They’re still waiting for essential information and guidance because once again, the SNP has 

left it to the very last minute. 

  

“The SNP’s poor planning has scuppered this scheme before it even begins. 

  

“They have refused to debate the flaws, so we will use our own Parliamentary time to make 

them face scrutiny.  

  

“The Greens used to have serious concerns about this scheme, before they were bought off by 

government positions. None of their concerns about vulnerable people have been fixed. 

  

“This unworkable scheme must be scrapped before it damages businesses and costs Scottish 

jobs.” 

  
Notes:  

  

Judith Robertson from the Scottish Human Rights Commission has said the case for 

vaccine passports has not been made: “From our perspective that case has not been made at 

the moment or if it has, it is not in the public domain and that is one of the key aspects in 

relation to those human rights considerations that the evidence upon which decisions are 

being made, be placed into the public domain, so that not only the basis on which decisions 

are being made is clear, but that can be interrogated by a wider element of the population.” 

(The Scotsman, 23 September 2021, link). 



  

Gavin Stevenson of the Night Time Industries Association Scotland has warned the 

‘nightclub definition’ will affect 2,000 premises:  “It is not a definition of just nightclubs 

because it includes about 2,000 pubs and bars across Scotland in addition to the 100 

nightclubs that are actual nightclubs. It would be fair to say that it has not in any way been 

communicated well by the Scottish government with only nine days to go until this policy is 

implemented.” (BBC, 22 September 2021, link). 

  

ENDS 

  

  

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 27 September 2021 16:01 
To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser); Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser); McCaig C (Callum)  
Cc: Communications Finance & Economy; Communications Health & Social Care; News Desk; Sadler 
E (Elizabeth); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister Covid Briefing Unit; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] 
; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and Briefing ; Cameron J (Jonathan) <[redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation ; Coull AJ (Alison); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: MEDIA QUERY - : Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport 
scheme- The Telegraph 

 

Thanks Stuart will put up your version 
 
From: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser)  
Sent: 27 September 2021 15:57 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser); McCaig C (Callum)  
Cc: Communications Finance & Economy; Communications Health & Social Care; News Desk; Sadler 
E (Elizabeth); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister Covid Briefing Unit; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] 
; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and Briefing ; Cameron J (Jonathan) <[redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation ; Coull AJ (Alison); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: MEDIA QUERY - : Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport 
scheme- The Telegraph 

 

 
 
 



Ok – tweaked slightly.  
 
 
[redacted s30(b)(i)] 
 
 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 27 September 2021 15:24 
To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser); Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser); McCaig C (Callum)  
Cc: Communications Finance & Economy; Communications Health & Social Care; News Desk; Sadler 
E (Elizabeth); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister Covid Briefing Unit; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] 
; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and Briefing ; Cameron J (Jonathan) <[redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation ; Coull AJ (Alison); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: MEDIA QUERY - : Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport 
scheme- The Telegraph 

 

Thanks Liz I wasn’t aware we’d issued lines yesterday so apologies. SpAds are you 
content with these lines in response to the Conservative news release at the foot of 
this chain? We’ve had approaches from Telegraph, Express and Mail so far.  
 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted s30(b)(i)]  
 

 
 
From: Sadler E (Elizabeth)  
Sent: 27 September 2021 15:12 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D 
(David); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister Covid Briefing Unit ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and Briefing; Cameron J 
(Jonathan); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation; Coull AJ (Alison); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: Communications Finance & Economy <[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health & Social 
Care]; News Desk  
Subject: RE: MEDIA QUERY - : Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport 
scheme- The Telegraph 

 

We are keen to have a consistent message that covers all 4 aims of the scheme so 
should also add in alleviating pressure on the healthcare system  
 



The liens below were agreed with SPADS yesterday  
 
[redacted s30(b)(i)] 
 

 

Elizabeth Sadler: Deputy Director: Covid Ready Society: Scottish Government 

 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 27 September 2021 15:12 
To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) ; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser); McCaig C (Callum)  
Cc: Communications Finance & Economy; Communications Health & Social Care; News Desk; Sadler 
E (Elizabeth); [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; McPhee D (David); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; First Minister Covid Briefing Unit; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; Grieve DA (Derek); [redacted 38(1)(b)] 
; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; DL for COVID-19 Vaccinations Parliament and Briefing ; Cameron J (Jonathan) <[redacted 
38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; SGLD Covid Legislation ; Coull AJ (Alison); 
[redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: SpAd View - MEDIA QUERY - : Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine 
passport scheme 

 

Fine for me [redacted 38(1)(b)] . SpAds are you content with the below? We’ve been 
approached by the Express, Telegraph and the Mail so far looking for our lines in 
response to the Conservative release at the foot of this chain.  
 
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted s30(b)(i)] 
 
 

 

 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]   
Sent: 27 September 2021 11:17 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Cc: News Desk; [redacted 38(1)(b)] ; [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: FOR ALLOCATION - MIDNIGHT EMBARGO: Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to 
halt vaccine passport scheme- The Telegraph 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)] ,  
 
Please see below a Tory news release on the vax pass, given its overall focus, could 
you please pick this up on the DFM desk.  



 
 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted 38(1)(b)]  [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Media Manager 
 
Health & Social Care Communications 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh EH1 3DG  
[redacted 38(1)(b)]   
@ScotGovHealth 
Out of hours: 0300 244 4000 
 

 
 
 
 
From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Sent: 27 September 2021 09:57 
To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  
Subject: Fwd: MIDNIGHT EMBARGO: Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine 
passport scheme 

 

Hi [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

I would be grateful for a comment on this 

 

thanks 

 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Date: Mon, 27 Sept 2021 at 10:46 

Subject: MIDNIGHT EMBARGO: Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt 

vaccine passport scheme 

To: [redacted 38(1)(b)]  

 

Scottish Conservatives in last-ditch attempt to halt vaccine passport 
scheme 

  
Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party press office 
Monday, 27 September, 2021 
FAO: all [redacted 38(1)(b)] s 
Embargo: 00.01 Tuesday, 28 September, 2021 



  

The Scottish Conservatives will push the SNP’s vaccine passport scheme to a vote in 

Parliament this week in a last-ditch attempt to halt the scheme.  

  

The party will bring forward a debate and vote on the scheme this Wednesday, calling for it 

to be scrapped.  

  

Businesses have hit out at the lack of detail and flaws in the scheme.  

  

With just days to go until it comes into force, businesses have said they’re not ready to 

administer it. 

  

Several hospitality groups have claimed the scheme will affect more premises than originally 

claimed, with estimates that it could impact 2,000 businesses. 

  

Judith Robertson of the Scottish Human Rights Commission has also warned the case for 

vaccine passports has not been made. 

  

Last week the SNP refused to debate the plans. 

  

Scottish Conservative Shadow Covid Recovery Secretary Murdo Fraser MSP, said: 
“The SNP’s vaccine passport scheme comes into force in just a few days but it’s a shambles. 

  

“Businesses say this scheme is flawed. It will drive up their costs. It’s ripe for fraud. They 

will get no help to administer it. 

  

“They’re still waiting for essential information and guidance because once again, the SNP has 

left it to the very last minute. 

  

“The SNP’s poor planning has scuppered this scheme before it even begins. 

  

“They have refused to debate the flaws, so we will use our own Parliamentary time to make 

them face scrutiny.  

  

“The Greens used to have serious concerns about this scheme, before they were bought off by 

government positions. None of their concerns about vulnerable people have been fixed. 

  

“This unworkable scheme must be scrapped before it damages businesses and costs Scottish 

jobs.” 

  
Notes:  

  

Judith Robertson from the Scottish Human Rights Commission has said the case for 

vaccine passports has not been made: “From our perspective that case has not been made at 

the moment or if it has, it is not in the public domain and that is one of the key aspects in 

relation to those human rights considerations that the evidence upon which decisions are 

being made, be placed into the public domain, so that not only the basis on which decisions 



are being made is clear, but that can be interrogated by a wider element of the population.” 

(The Scotsman, 23 September 2021, link). 

  

Gavin Stevenson of the Night Time Industries Association Scotland has warned the 

‘nightclub definition’ will affect 2,000 premises:  “It is not a definition of just nightclubs 

because it includes about 2,000 pubs and bars across Scotland in addition to the 100 

nightclubs that are actual nightclubs. It would be fair to say that it has not in any way been 

communicated well by the Scottish government with only nine days to go until this policy is 

implemented.” (BBC, 22 September 2021, link). 

  

ENDS 

  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Scottish Conservatives 

  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]   

Twitter: @[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

Daily Telegraph 

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  

[redacted 38(1)(b)]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


