
From: [redacted]@gov.scot  
Sent: 09 September 2021 08:47 
To: Marshall R (Robert) <Robert.Marshall@gov.scot>; Hugh Gilbert <hugh.gilbert@bcos.org.uk> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: In confidence - COP26 
 

Thank you Robert. 
 
Bishop Gilbert – I’m delighted to be in touch. I’d be grateful if we could have a 
conversation when you had time. 

 
Best regards, 
 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted] |[redacted] |Directorate for External Affairs|Scottish Government, Victoria Quay, 
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ |Tel [redacted] 

 
From: Marshall R (Robert) <Robert.Marshall@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 September 2021 11:06 
To: Hugh Gilbert <hugh.gilbert@bcos.org.uk> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: In confidence - COP26 
 

Dear Hugh 

 
We discussed the possible visit of His Holiness the Pope to COP26. I undertook to 
put you in touch with colleagues here in the SG who lead on our international 
relationships. They of course have extensive links with the UK Gov FCDO too. To 

that end I am copying in [redacted].  
 
Perhaps you can keep [redacted] and our team here in the loop on any discussions.  
Kind regards 

Robert 
Robert Marshall 
Head/Deputy Director | Connected Communities 
Robert.marshall@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
WfH on [redacted] or Mob: [redacted] 
 
 



From: Primrose J (John) <John.Primrose@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 September 2021 09:35 
To: Wightman S (Scott) <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Official - Sensitive - Pope - visit to COP26 
 

Thanks Scott, from a quick google it looks like Pope Benedict met Salmond when he 
visited in 2010. I’ll liaise with [redacted] on same.  
 
From: Wightman S (Scott) <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 September 2021 08:55 
To: Primrose J (John) <John.Primrose@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Official - Sensitive - Pope - visit to COP26 
 

You may want to be part of the conversation. [redacted] 
 
SCOTT WIGHTMAN 
Director for External Affairs 
 
Scottish Government, Victoria Quay (Area 2H South) 
Leith, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ  
 [redacted] / [redacted]  

 
@Scott_Wightman1 @scotland @scotgov 

 

 
 
From: <[redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 September 2021 08:09 
To: Wightman S (Scott) <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Official - Sensitive - Pope - visit to COP26 
 

For info. 
 
From: [redacted]@gov.scot  
Sent: 07 September 2021 08:06 
To: Marshall R (Robert) <Robert.Marshall@gov.scot> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot>; 
<[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Official - Sensitive - Pope - visit to COP26 
 

Hi Robert 
 
Thanks very much for this. Yes, do please connect me with the Bishop. I’ll of course 
handle this sensitively. 

 
All the best, 
 
[redacted] 

 
[redacted] |Team Leader, International Relations |Directorate for External Affairs|Scottish 
Government, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ |Tel [redacted] 
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From: Marshall R (Robert) <Robert.Marshall@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 September 2021 16:12 
To: <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: <[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot>; 
<[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot>; <[redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Official - Sensitive - Pope - visit to COP26 
 

Hi [redacted] 
 
I have just spoken to Bishop Hugh Gilbert OB, President of the RC Conference of 
Bishops. In short: [redacted] 

 
[redacted] 
 
Robert 

Robert Marshall 
Head/Deputy Director | Connected Communities 
Robert.marshall@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
WfH on [redacted] or Mob: [redacted] 
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