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Annex A 

 
The following items of information are emails received by the Scottish Government 
between 7 May 2021 and 16 September 2021 where the correspondent explicitly 
expresses a personal opinion on Scottish independence. The letters received by the 

Scottish Government on this matter within the same timescale are enclosed 
separately with this letter. 
 
For Independence: 

 
Item 1: 
 
From: [Website@firstminister.gov.scot] 

Sent: Wednesday, 09 June 2021 23:28:03 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London 
To: First Ministers Website Mailbox 
Subject: Economic Strategy 
 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Subject: Economic Strategy 
 
Message Body: 

Congratulations on the recent election and your re-appointment as FM. 
 
As a long time, 50years, supporter of Independence I am very keen to see the country move down that 
road and not miss the opportunity we lost in 1979. But I am concerned that I do not hear a long term 

strategy being articulated by yourself and your ministers that will convince people that we can 
overcome the deficit and subsidies that are so frequently trotted out by the unionist press. I have read 
the latest manifesto and it points to a number of areas like moving to zero carbon and building on our 
energy expertise but I do not know of a co-ordinated plan building on our great universities, legacy 

industries, tourism, energy, tech jobs and green ambition that clearly lays out how we will transform 
our economy and hence our country. The absence of such a plan leaves the door open for the constant 
negative assessments of the press and will play to the fear of the huge change that Independence will 
be and therefore is a huge risk that we will once again fall short. 

 
If the comprehensive plan exists accept my apology and point me to it, if it doesn’t then please advise 
what is being done to pull it together. Thanks, [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 

Item 2: 
 
From: [Website@firstminister.gov.scot] 
Sent: Monday, 28 June 2021 13:32:05 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London 

To: First Ministers Website Mailbox 
Subject: Independence/security 
 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

Subject: Independence/security 
 
Message Body: 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] I have been intending to support you in your independence any way I can 

anyway as soon as I could get relocated, [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
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Item 3: 

 
From: [Website@firstminister.gov.scot] 
Sent: Thursday, 15 July 2021 19:51:01 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London 
To: First Ministers Website Mailbox 

Subject: Independence 
 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Subject: Independence 

 
Message Body: 
Dear first minister, 
 

                   I would like to ask you a straight forward question why have you and your government 
fallen silent on independence I voted for snp in the last election because you promised us you would 
fight to get it for us I am [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] and last July that came to an end. I cannot see any 
future for myself and our country unless your government gets the finger out, all your mps down in 

Westminster talk a good game but that’s all it seems to be,I just hope that all your promises about 
independence where not just an excuse to get re-elected  , I await your reply, Yours [Redacted – 
S.38(i)(b)] 
 

Item 4:  
 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

Sent: 07 September 2021 19:16 
To: Sturgeon N (Nicola), MSP <Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Independence and students who studied in Scotland 
 

Dear ms Sturgeon, 
I am an English citizen but I am pro-independence. [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] I was very impressed 
with the university’s handling of the pandemic compared with those in England. It was also noticeable 
that advice about self-isolation and COVID tiers was far clearer in Scotland than when I went home 

for breaks in England. [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 
I think that if you held another dependence referendum in 2023, it is likely that people will vote to 
leave, especially having witnessed the recent disorganisation at Westminster. However, I am very 

worried because I feel like I would be left behind. [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] and I vote labour, but I 
would vote SNP if I was from Scotland. Since the SNP has mopped up Labour voters in Scotland, I’m 
worried that left wing liberals like me will be abandoned in a sea of blue if you leave. 
 

Having said this, is there any way I could claim Scottish citizenship if you leave? I feel more Scottish 
than English, [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] Alternatively, can you please absorb the North East into 
Scotland :) 

 
Thanks, 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 

Item 5:  
 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 04 September 2021 10:40 

To: Scottish Ministers <Scottish_Ministers@gov.scot> 
Subject: Prep for independence 
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[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
I am contacting you to express my concern over reports that there are no plans to make plans to 
prepare for independence at the upcoming SNP conference. I understand the need to get Covid put 
back in its box but the longer the SNP wait the more the idea of independence becomes little more 

than a pipe dream. As I write this message the Tories are even closer to cutting money from those in 
society that can little afford it. Their plans to increase NI to plug the gap for their care plan will not 
impact on the rich but will again be a burden to those of us on pensions and lower incomes. Don’t 
even get me started on their plans to scrap the triple lock on pensions. There were also reports of 

school children queuing up at a soup kitchen in Glasgow.  
 
Scotland is better than that, it’s deplorable that in the 21st century under this present government that 
the less well off in society are being exploited once more and are being expected to continually bale 

out the Westminster parliament to make up for the blatant theft of public monies. 
 
 I have no doubt that Scotland will be a very successful independent nation when the time comes and 
we will continue to punch above our weight on the world stage. However, we need to know about the 

progress in setting up a central bank and to be assured about currency and pensions. The people of 
Scotland need these points and others to be addressed. Failure to prepare is preparing to fail. The 
whole country has been through so much over the last 18 months with so much negativity and despair, 
we need some positivity and to see a light at the end of the tunnel. 

 
To sum up, unless the SNP wake up and read the room and begin to make preparations for 
independence, I fear that lots of independence supporters will switch their allegiance to other parties 
who will make independence a priority.  

 
Kind regards 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

 
Item 6: 
 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 10 September 2021 09:47 
To: Scottish Ministers <Scottish_Ministers@gov.scot> 
Subject: FAO Michael Matheson 
 

Dear Mr Matheson, 

 
With the current climate emergency so prevalent in the Scottish media with the upcoming 
COP26 in Glasgow, and [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)], I felt it was important to contact you on my 

views of any future developments in the North Sea. It is well past time to move away from a 

fossil fuel based economy. 
 
I understand that it has been a long standing cornerstone of SNP independence policy that 
we have enough wealth tied up in the North Sea to exist as a financially independent nation. 

I am a staunch supporter of independence for Scotland and an SNP voter, but I must make 
my opinion clear. 
 
Independence won at the expense of the planet and the lives of the most vulnerable, as well 

as the future of my own children and my students is not acceptable. We are a resourceful, 
powerful, socially minded people with an infinite capacity for resilience and strength.  
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We can build an independent economy as world leaders in the net zero revolution, with 

technology and expertise that will be the envy of the developed world! Let us invest in people 
rather than oil, in education and training for sustainable industry and humanitarian aid. This 
is going to be an ever increasingly valuable commodity and Scotland can be at the forefront 
of every important solution to the climate crisis rather than a major contributor to the 

problem.  
 
COP26 is a chance for us, as a nation, to set ambitious targets that outstrip any of the glib 
promises that are bound to ooze from Westmister - a chance to truly start our path to 

independence.  
 
I know that you will have long-standing SNP members who are so attached to their paradigm 
of oil being our ticket to 'freedom', that it will be difficult to cut ties with the North Sea. But not 

doing so is not an option for a responsible, forward thinking government. Without strong 
leadership, avoiding climatic catastrophe is not possible.  
 
You will have the full support of the next generation of Scots if you make the difficult 

decisions that must be made this November - they are frightened and need to believe that 
they have a future.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 
Against Independence: 

 
Item 1: 
 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 08 May 2021 11:30 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: A possible solution to independence. 
 

Dear Nicola Sturgeon. 
 
I am [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
I would personally like to see the UK stick together but I can understand why some scots feel like 
they are being misrepresented in Westminster. 
 
I think I have drafted up a possible solution for this problem, The United Kingdom is a country of 
countries. England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland are all countries in their own right, Taking 
this into account it seems undemocratic for Boris Johnson to block an independence referendum.  
 
However, he said he would block an "independence referendum" not a different solution. My plan 
would give the scots, full sovereignty of their parliament, more economic control, and keep all the 
advantages of the united kingdom. This would transition the United kingdom into a structure more 
similar to the European Union. 
 
What i propose is a complete separation of the Scottish and English governments. This would mean 
Scotland has full power over all its laws and legislation, Scotland's prime minister would have the 
same power that the United kingdom prime minister has, but just over Scotland. The prime minister 
of the UK would lose their power in Scotland. 
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You would also separate the elections, this means you are free to use the electoral system you want 
and hold Scottish general elections without asking Westminster. Scotland would function as a mostly 
independent country. This would work how the EU works, All the countries in it are sovereign in their 
own right, they share the euro ( or in our case the pound) and they share  a centralized government 
(Brussels) for matters of foreign policy. 
 
This would mean that instead of Westminster controlling Scotland the Scots control Scotland, We 
retain free trade, We retain our historical ties, it avoids complications with the monarchy, It 
safeguards the Scottish economy, In effect, this would effectively make Scotland independent but in 
a mutually beneficial economic, military and foreign policy union.  
 
I hope this provides food for thought, I hope you find success in your endeavors and leading Scotland 
into the future. 
 
Yours sincerely [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

 
Item 2:  

 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 10 May 2021 22:35 

To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Independence  
 
Dear Nicola, 

 
I am [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] and am absolutely devastated at your constant attempts to break up 
the United Kingdom.  I also find it extremely distressing that you continue to ignore the opinions of 
those of us who want to remain as one country.  The vote for independence was meant to be a once in 

a lifetime vote, that was what was promised, why are you breaking this promise. 
 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 

I think before you press on with your Independence you need to think long and hard about how much 
funding is received from our English cousins and where on earth you are going to find this money.  
Where is the money for free prescriptions, hospitals, education, etc, etc, etc going to come from?  
Why when asked do you never give a straight answer?  What if the European Union don’t want 

Scotland?  How are you going to police a hard border? The list goes on and on and there is never a 
convincing answer.  If you are giving the vote to 16 year olds why are Scottish people living in 
England not permitted to vote? 
 

My advice to you would be to think very, very carefully about this, after all do you want to go down 
in history as the woman who ruined the lives of the citizens of Scotland? 
 
I await your response to where your funding to run this country will come from. 

 
Regards  
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 

Item 3: 
From: [Website@firstminister.gov.scot] 
Sent: Tuesday, 27 July 2021 12:45:23 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London 
To: First Ministers Website Mailbox 

Subject: My vote in Scottish Independence Referendum 
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From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

Subject: My vote in Scottish Independence Referendum 
 
Message Body: 
Dear Mrs Sturgeon, please can you state the SNP's position on giving expatriate Scots living in 

England a vote in any independence referendum you may choose to call in this Parliament. Whilst I 
have lived in London for my entire life, [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] A critical part of my identity is as a 
Scottish person and I am a passionate supporter of the Union. Whilst I understand and respect your 
view on independence, can I have your reassurance that you will respect and acknowledge mine 

through allowing me a vote in any referendum that may be held. May I also congratulate you on your 
handling of the Covid 19 pandemic in Scotland. Yours sincerely, [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 
Item 4: 

 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

Date: 7 May 2021 at 6:25:28 pm BST 
To: Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot 

Subject: Scottish independence 

Can you tell me why my previous vote didn’t count? You had the opportunity to get ppls 
views & then subsequently receive the outcome, but you only seem set on ignoring the ppl 
who voted last time, either way, till you get your way. It really comes across as bully tactics. 

If the agenda wasn’t constant independence, then you may find more SNP support, as I’d 
always voted SNP till the constant independence chat. If you serve the ppl of Scotland, that 

should count for all, not just those who support independence which were in the minority last 
vote. Seems to be just keep voting till independence is the outcome. Once in a generation I 

recall . . . .  
 
Also you wish independence but want to be part of EU, imagine how the vaccine rollout 
would be in Scotland, if we were in that category . . . . . that’s a concern above all !  

 
Item 5: 
 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 09 May 2021 18:16 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish independence 
 

Dear Madam 

From the 1950’s my Family have loved to visit Scotland on holiday, summer & Winter a vital 
part of the UK. We wish you & your party well, & like you we wanted to stay in Europe, 

where [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] That’s now in the past, & To be honest However I do not 

agree that Scotland should leave the union, we need you despite your consistent attempts to 
drain a higher proportion of the Uk budget. That is fine we can afford to support you & we 

should.  

 

Question if SNP want independence why cannot the rest of the uk have a say? As I understand 
it James the 1st of England & 6th of Scotland formed the United Kingdom. So I’m with Boris 

no vote now. (To much going on) That is to say why a new vote unless we all have a say.  
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Further why does Scotland now get first weather reports? Why do we pay for free 

prescriptions in Scotland, why do students get university fees paid. Our nuclear deterrent in 
Submarines come from Scotland bases. Enough we should all have an opinion. Fair votes for 

all. Grow up & smell the coffee. We should sort out the world, carbon crisis, & health first. 

Then if no improvement & positive suggestion we might change our minds 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 
Item 6: 
 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 23 August 2021 17:50 
To: Scottish Ministers <Scottish_Ministers@gov.scot> 

Cc: hannah.bardell.mp@parliament.uk 
Subject: Scottish Independence 
 
Hi, 

 
I would just like to get on the record that I am against Scottish Independence.  
 
We had a democratic vote recently which should be adhered to, we cannot have a vote every few 

years and we cannot, of course, have a vote to return to the UK if people change their minds again. 
 
My argument is not economic or standard of living based. Setting aside Covid and the whole 
economic situation, the world is going through a dangerous phase of instability resulting in insecurity 

where people are resorting to nationalism as an answer (such as Brexit). The opposite is required now, 
working as a whole nation (and world community) to solve problems, not withdrawing in on ones self.  
 
Regards, 

 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 
Item 7: 

 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 12 May 2021 14:12 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Douglas ROSS <douglas.ross.mp@parliament.uk>; alex@alexsalmond.scot; boris johnson 
<boris.johnson.mp@parliament.uk>; lorna.slater2021@scottishgreens.org.uk; 
fiona.hyslop.msp@parliament.scot; Ian Blackford <ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk>; 

kirsten.oswald.mp@parliament.uk; [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] Jackson Carlaw MSP 
<jackson@jacksoncarlaw.org.uk> 
Subject: IndyRef2 -- A more sensible suggestion? 
 

Hi Nicola, you will no doubt be very pleased that the Election is over, and everything 
appears to have gone according to plan? 
 
I trust however, you will have noted that our local Election results have clearly shown 
that Scottish votes have been split right down the middle, with voters who do not want 
another Independence Referendum on one side, and those wanting to split the Union by 
making Scotland independent, on the other side? 
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For the purpose of this exercise I have decided to call the voters who do not want 
Independence, "The Proud British Scots", and the voters demanding a second 
Referendum I propose to name the "EU Scots," .as I fully understand the strength of 
feeling felt by the Scots Voters who were not happy with the political decisions made 
during Brexit?. It would appear however, that these "EU Scot Voters", who want 
Independence, are predominantly members of the SNP, and they appear to have 
completely lost their pride in being British? They should therefore be reminded that 
Scotland has always been an integral part of the United Kingdom, for more than three 
Centuries, and I would suggest that "Great Britain" is a well known name, still being 
regarded by many, as always referring to the Best Country in the World, so I have no 
wish to change this in any way by breaking up the Union. I therefore have a suggestion 
to make which I hope may satisfy everybody concerned, and avoid us having a further 
referendum? 
 
Now that the Election is over and we know who has been elected , we can take our time 
to plan which route to follow over the next few years, and as it would appear that it is 
only the "EU Scot Voters",( or in other words " just 50% of the population of the UK 's 
Northern Territory"), who are causing trouble by demanding another Independence 
referendum, it should not be difficult to persuade our Prime Minister to negotiate a 
Special Deal with the EU Authorities for all EU Scot voters, wanting Independence, to 
hand over their British Passports in exchange for an EU Document which would provide 
them with joint Nationality, and allow them to enjoy living and working in the EU and at 
the same time be able to feel fully Independent!!  
 
And just think what a difference that might make to the Scottish economy? SO LET'S 
FORGET INDY/REF 2. 
 
Item 8: 
 

3rd September 2021 

 

Nicola Sturgeon MSP 

First Minister of Scotland 

St Andrew's House  

Regent Road  

Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

Dear Ms Sturgeon 

I am writing in continuation of my letter to you dated 24th 
August 2021. I will be most grateful for your response to my 
urgent plea to you. 



 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
  

 

[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
 

Date: Tue, 24 Aug 2021 at 09:59 
Subject: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

To: <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 

24th August 2021 

Nicola Sturgeon MSP 

First Minister of Scotland 

St Andrew's House  

Regent Road  

Edinburgh EH1 3DG 

Dear Ms Sturgeon 

I am writing in continuation of my letter to you dated 1st March 
2021, introducing this charity. I am grateful for the reply from 
the Scottish Government’s Directorate of External Affairs 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)]  dated 19th March 2021, affirming your 
governments commitment to Scotland acting as a good global 
citizen, supporting women in conflict zones and promoting 
human rights, democratic values, equality and good 
governance. These are all priorities for [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)], so 
we are glad to receive this affirmation. 

However, I am still deeply concerned at your plans to seek 
independence for Scotland and to take it from the United 
Kingdom, working with the Green Party in Scotland. [Redacted – 

S.38(i)(b)] I do not for one moment expect that the division of the 
United Kingdom would bring the same level of violence, but I 
know from experience that it would create bitterness and 
division. It would create hardship and difficulties for Scots 
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living in England (or other parts of the United Kingdom) and 
for English and others living in Scotland. 

So I earnestly request you not to continue with this aim, which 
most certainly will not add to PEACE. I can only plead with 
you to reconsider your plans, for the sake of the greater good. 

I have also written in my earlier letter about the rich 
opportunities for Scotland to continue to contribute and 
promote peace through the Commonwealth. 

I am attaching a paper which [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] Please 
consider this in your thinking and planning. 

If we can be of service to you through [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] please 
let us know. 

[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

 

Item 9: 
 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Date: 16 May 2021 at 18:04:26 BST 

To: Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot 
Subject: Scottish independence 

Good afternoon 
 

[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 
We would be very sad if Scotland left the union but if a significant majority of Scots wanted to leave 
we would not want to keep them where they do not want to be. 

 
I do have one question which has puzzled me since the question was mooted as far back as the late 
70s. As I understand it, under the Barnett formula, Scotland receives more in funding from Whitehall 
than it sends to Whitehall in taxes. If you get independence, Scotland won’t send taxes to Whitehall 

and it won’t send money to Scotland. How will Scotland make up that very significant funding gap 
please?  
 
Thanks 

 
Kind regards  
 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 

Item 10:  
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From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 

To: Central Enquiry Unit  
Subject: NHS (linked to possible independence)  
 [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] You may initially think I should be talking to the NHS but the Scottish 
Government, in my opinion, is ultimately responsible. You scare me with all this talk of 

independence. Clearly there are many, many basic matters that need attention first & foremost. The 
SNP have had over a decade to sort out the 'big stuff' eg NHS, education, drug taking. Things have 
gotten worse. For an ambulance to take 2 hours for any type of call out, to me, is simply not good 
enough. I can see how Covid can be blamed as hospitalisations have reduced dramatically. If I or my 

husband ever need an ambulance I would be frantic with worry that myself or him might die waiting. 
Please, stop all your independence plans and sort out Scotland, in a way that puts all other politicians 
to shame. Show me that you can do it and maybe I might finally believe you've got what it takes to 
run a 1st class country. Your comments are expected & welcomed  

 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] Sent from BlueMail 
 
Item 11: 

 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 09 September 2021 12:20 

To: Scottish Ministers <Scottish_Ministers@gov.scot> 
Cc: Douglas Ross <Douglas.Ross@scottishconservatives.com> 
Subject: COVID and independence  
 

I am shocked and disgusted at The SNP’s obsession with Independence while we are still in the 
middle of COVID the SNP have no moral right to spend taxpayers money on Independence whilst 
there are people on disgraceful NHS waiting lists, every spare penny should be spent on health and 
social care. Additionally Scotland is falling apart you only need to drive around the majority of the 

country to see the state of the roads and rubbish, this beautiful country is turning into a dump. If the 
SNP cannot focus on the recovery of COVID they should stand down. Another concern is that we live 
on an island and it makes no sense to split up an island where does the SNP think they will get the 
money to fund an independent Scotland apart from getting us into horrendous debt which will destroy 

Scotland. I was born in Scotland and have lived here all my life and I am immense proud of this 
country and it’s wonderful kind people however I am ashamed of this SNP government as they are 
only looking at their own interests. Nicola Sturgeon will go down as the worst first minister as she is 
obsessed with independence and will go to any lengths to achieve this such as going into partnership 

with the Green Party. I hope as a citizen of Scotland that you have the courtesy to answer my question 
and concerns and not do as you usually do and direct me to website with your skewed policies.  
 
Item 12: 

 
From: [Website@firstminister.gov.scot] 
Sent: Thursday, 09 September 2021 11:55:56 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London 
To: First Ministers Website Mailbox 

Subject: Independence Funding 
 
From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Subject: Independence Funding 

 
Message Body: 
As your party and the Greens seem determined to push for an independent Scotland, I am concerned 
that funding and finance of such a move seems to receive little publicity. At present we are all aware 

that Scotland receives, compared to other home nations, disproportionately higher funding. This 
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funding will cease following separation and various elements which are provided in Scotland, NHS 

and education, will have to be funded by the Scottish people or will be removed. Can you provide 
explanations over funding? Also should Scotland eventually be allowed to join the EU, how will cross 
border travel and trade be managed? Separation will also cause many employers to leave Scotland 
which will cause further funding difficulties. If Scotland does not want to be part of the Home Unions, 

is it not dishonest to still take money from Westminster and there is a need for present funding looked 
into. I am firmly of the opinion that a level playing field needs be met now and independence is a 
short sighted incorrect choice 
 

Item 13: 
 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 12:11:58 AM 
To: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Subject: Re: BBC News: Scottish government to restart work on case for independence  

The people of Scotland made an "informed choice" 😢 on September 18th 2014 - get over it 

Scottish Irrational Party cronies as sour grapes only happens once every 34/40 years 
remember!  

 
Time to move on now - you've had 17 months of your Party Political Broadcast's on the "daily 
briefings" during Covid-19 Pandemic crisis, far more excessive public exposure than any 
other political party - I'm sick of the sight of "wee Jimmy Krankie" and her fellow Scottish 

Irrational Party cronies talking the talk and not walking the walk , there are more important 
issues going on just now in the union of Scotland , none more so than Climate Change - 
once again the Scottish Irrational Party have lamentably been sleeping at the wheel on this 
crisis. Forming a lame duck coalition with the Greens is a recipe for disaster and will see 

Scotland’s economic growth recovery go into decline, and Climate Change targets will again 
fail to deliver on time, too little too late as global warming is destroying not only Scotland, but 
globally as well.  
 

Now is the time for Scotland to be united together and allied with the other home nations, 
can robustly rebuild a better and more prosperous future together to recover economically 
and environmentally in the interim period ahead.  
 

Better Together Rossite  
 
Item 14: 
 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 13 September 2021 16:40 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Independence 
 

 
Dear Ms Sturgeon 
 

I would like to know why you feel only Scotland should have a vote regarding the breakup of 
the United Kingdom? You would like to see an independent Scotland but as this would result 
in the breakup of the UK, shouldn’t everyone have the right to make that decision?  
 

As an English citizen, I don’t want to see the United Kingdom broken up and don’t want the 
Scots making that important decision on behalf of everyone else. 
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After the last vote, it was stated that it would be the last vote for a generation, so why has it 

resurfaced merely 7 years later?  
 
I’d be interested to hear your comments, thank you.  
 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
 
Item 15: 
 

From: [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
Sent: 31 August 2021 16:09 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery 

<DFMCSCR@gov.scot> 
Subject: My Support and Enthusiasm for the SNP and Independence Waning due to the 

Covid Certification Debacle 
 
Dear Deputy First Minister, 

 
“It can take many years to build a reputation but just moments to ruin it.” 
 
I am writing to you in your office of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid 

Recovery to express my discontent over the Covid certification debacle here in Scotland. 
 
I had been most impressed by Nicola the Scottish Government’s handling of Covid19 in the 
earlier days of the pandemic. Initially Nicola Sturgeon and her ministers appeared to be well 

ahead of the UK government’s responses and were acting in a far more mature, proactive 
and responsive manner. I had great respect and felt very confident in the Scottish 
government’s approach and management of Covid.  
 

I was less impressed by the apparently slower start to vaccination in Scotland that seemed 
to lag availability in England by some weeks.  
 
Now the disastrous way that the Scottish government has dealt with the issue of vaccination 

certificates both in the complete failure to get a digital version into operation, when England 
has had one available for months now. To top it all yesterday I found, quite by chance, that 
the vaccination certificates I downloaded some months ago for me and my wife are now 
being called into question to the extent that we now need to request paper letters which I did 

online last night. According to the website these take up to 14 days to arrive though why 
printing out a letter and popping it into an envelope takes such a long time is a total mystery 
to me and just smacks of poor performance management and a lack of care and respect for 
the public. 

 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] are disappointed and extremely annoyed with the Scottish 

Government’s mismanagement of the whole vaccine certification process and apparent 
reluctance to bother to proactively inform people that their downloaded certificates are no 
longer acceptable (we do not read newspapers and only occasionally glance at the news). 

The questionable level of competence of the Scottish government in managing what should 
be a simple matter is making us seriously rethink our support for the SNP and for an 
independent Scotland. If such a simple issue is so unmanageable for the Scottish 
government, then how can it be trusted to deal properly and professionally with anything at 

all especially in the matter of governing an independent nation? 
 

mailto:DFMCSCR@gov.scot
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When I was much younger, I used to vote Conservative but, [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)], I found 

the Conservatives, their policies and general behaviour and antics so distasteful and 
misaligned with my values and morals that I decided I must vote against them and choose to 
vote in a way that would count. Clearly a vote for Labour in [Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] at that 

time would be a wasted vote and anyway Labour was, at that time living in cloud cuckoo 

land, so mired in the Scargillian, donkey jacket politics of the 80’s that they were unelectable. 
It was the first time I voted for the SNP and have continued to do so since then. I have even 
managed to influence many of my friends to such an extent that they too shifted their 
allegiances and started to vote for the SNP however I am now beginning to feel that perhaps 

I have misguided them and reckon my discontent may be a good topic to kick off our next 
discussion. 
 
For me and many of my friends and colleagues, and I am sure much of the population in 

Scotland, the SNP and the Scottish government have lost much of, or all of the hard-won 
respect and trust built over many years, due to this Covid certification debacle. Until this 
point, I had become quite comfortable with voting for an independent Scotland but now my 
mind is turning away from such a possibility and it will take something extraordinary to turn it 

back.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
[Redacted – S.38(i)(b)] 
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Annex B 

Reasons for not providing information 
 
Section 32(i)(a) - International Relations 

An exemption under section 32(i)(a) of FOISA (international relations) applies to some of the 

information requested. This exemption applies because disclosure would, or would be likely 
to, prejudice substantially relations between the United Kingdom and Spain. The effective 
conduct of international relations depends upon maintaining trust and confidence between 
the UK Government and other states. In this case, the correspondence was given to the 

Scottish Government on the understanding that it would be treated as being in confidence. If 
the Scottish Government does not respect this confidence, the UK Government’s relations 
with other states and its ability to protect and promote UK interests will be substantially 
prejudiced. States such as Spain, are likely to be more reluctant to share sensitive 

information, such as correspondence with Scotland or other parts of the United Kingdom in 
future, which would reduce both the frequency and openness of communications with the 
UK. 
 

Section 38(i)(b) - Personal Information  

An exemption under section s.38(i)(b) of FOISA applies to some of the information you have 
requested because it is the personal data of a third party, i.e. names and contact details of 
individuals, and disclosing it would contravene the data protection principles in Article 5(1) of 

the General Data Protection Regulation and in section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
This exemption is not subject to the ‘public interest test’, so we are not required to consider if 
the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the 
exemption. 




