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Document 2 

GG/JBR 

Larry Flanagan 

(via Email) 

 

02 November 2018 

 

Dear Larry 

 

Learning and Teaching Resources on Israel/Palestine  

 

Thank you for your letter dated 14 June 2018. 

 

I am conscious that work to produce a set of learning and teaching resources on 

Israel/Palestine has been ongoing for some considerable time.  We have worked hard with a 

range of groups and individuals to try to make available to teachers a set of resources whi ch 

are appropriately balanced, and which have the best possible levels of consensus and 

support from all stakeholders. 

 

Given the challenges involved, I have taken some time to consider the EIS’s offer to publish 

the resources and to agree the best way forward. 

 

In May 2017, the Deputy First Minister (DFM) asked Education Scotland to carry out a 

review of the resources involving all stakeholders and to try to achieve consensus before 

they were piloted in schools.  A series of meetings with stakeholder groups then took place 

in autumn 2017.  It proved impossible to achieve a consensus. 

 

DFM then asked Education Scotland to continue to try to find a solution, and this involved 

trying to get agreement to Education Scotland leading work on revision of the resources.  

The eight local authorities previously involved in the Glasgow and Clyde Rights-Based 

Learning Group agreed to this.  However, I note from your letter of 14 June that the EIS, as 

joint owner of the resources, does not agree to the sort of revision which Education 

Scotland was envisaging. 



Taking all of the above into account, and following discussions with key parties, including 

local authorities and the DFM, I consider that the best way forward is for you as joint owner 

of the resources to publish them, as you offered to do in your letter of 14 June.  This will 

mean that the resources will be removed from GLOW, but may be made available by the EIS 

via its own website. 

 

I shall be writing to all key stakeholders to advise them of this decision and to thank them 

for their contributions. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

 

 

Gayle Gorman 

HM Chief Inspector of Education/Chief Executive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document 3 

 

GG/ES  

Key Stakeholders 

(via email) 

 

02 November 2018 

 

Dear Colleague 

 

Israel/Palestine Learning and Teaching Resources:   

Update to Key Stakeholders 

 

The development of educational resources on Israel/Palestine began in 2015 when a 

working group was established to create appropriate education materials dealing with the 

issue.  The group was supported by Education Scotland.  The aim was to ensure that schools 

were better-placed to address issues linked to Israel/Palestine. 

 

An initial set of resources was made available through Glow in early 2017.  The purpose was 

to allow teachers to post comments as part of a piloting exercise.  In response to concerns 

about some of the materials included in the resources, Education Scotland then made the 

resources password-protected on Glow.  In May 2017, and following concerns expressed by 

stakeholders, the Deputy First Minister (DFM) asked Education Scotland to remove a specific 

animation from the resources. 

 

The resources continued to be available on a password-protected basis in order that they 

could be finalised to the satisfaction of all key stakeholder interests.  A period of 

consultation and further development was then facilitated by Education Scotland.  This 

included the opportunity in autumn 2017 for all interested stakeholders to contribute 

comments via meetings and in writing.  The aim throughout this process was to ensure a set 

of resources which could be agreed by all key stakeholders. 

 



In February 2018, with no consensus amongst key stakeholders about the suitability of the 

resources, Education Scotland explored the possibility of taking ownership of the resources 

so we could revise and develop them further, and make them available on Glow.  While all 

eight local authorities involved in the initial development of the resources were content for 

ownership to be assumed by Education Scotland, the Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS) 

indicated that they would not be content to agree to this.  The EIS wrote to Education 

Scotland in June 2018 to make this clear.  They offered for the EIS, as one of the initial 

developers and joint owners of the resources, to publish the material on its website.  

 

Following discussions with key parties, including local authorities and the DFM, I consider 

that the best way forward is for the EIS as joint owner of the resources to publish them, as 

they offered in their letter of June 2018.  This will mean that the resources will be removed 

from GLOW, but may be made available by the EIS via its own website. 

 

As with any educational resource, it will be a matter for individual local authorities and 

schools to determine if they would like to make use of the resources.  

 

Thank you for your contribution to and interest in this work. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Gayle Gorman 

HM Chief Inspector of Education/Chief Executive 

 

 

 

 




