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From: {Redacted}  

Sent: 28 January 2021 10:31  
To: Scottish Ministers <Scottish Ministers@gov.scot> 
Subject: For the attention of Kevin Stewart MSP 

 

Dear Kevin Stewart MSP 
 
Please find attached a letter from Councillor Kate Campbell, Convenor for the 
Housing, Homelessness and Fair Work Committee at the City of Edinburgh Council, 

regarding compulsory sales orders. 
 
Kind regards 
 
{Redacted} 
 

This message was sent via a TLS-Secured channel 
********************************************************************** 

This email and files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended for the sole 
use of the individual or organisation to whom they are addressed. 
If you have received this eMail in error please notify the sender immediately and 
delete it without using, copying, storing, forwarding or disclosing its contents to any 

other person. 
The Council has endeavoured to scan this eMail message and attachments for 
computer viruses and will not be liable for any losses incurred by the recipient. 
**********************************************************************  

___________________________________________________________________
___ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
 





Edinburgh has only 14% social housing, the lowest percentage of any city in Scotland. Edinburgh lost 
around two thirds of its council housing because of right to buy, losing around forty thousand 
homes. Current data indicates that demand will continue to increase in the capital, and the evidence 
as set out in both the SHIP and the RRTP show that demand for social housing in Edinburgh greatly 
exceeds supply.  
 
This is evidenced by the continued increase in average waiting times for permanent accommodation 
for homeless households despite investment in preventing homelessness and finding alternative 
routes to permanent settled housing in both the PRS and through mid-market homes. 
 
Edinburgh’s Poverty Commission in its final recommendations, published in September 2020 
included in its key messages: There is no solution to poverty in Edinburgh without resolving the city’s 
housing and homelessness crisis. We call on the Scottish Government, as an urgent priority, to ensure 
the city has the right funding and support to meet its social housing expansion needs. 
 
We have shown an unwavering commitment to tackle the systemic housing and homelessness 
challenges in Edinburgh. However, we cannot truly deal with the issues without a significant increase 
in investment in social housing through the Scottish Government’s grant funded programme. 
 
While I appreciate that the TMDF allocation has been frozen, in contrast to the overall housing 
budget, this is still a cut in real terms at a time when we most need an uplift in funding, and certainty 
around continuation, to deal with the serious challenges facing our capital city.  It would be 
disappointing if the Scottish Government did not recognise these challenges and take steps to 
ensure our funding allocation reflects them. 
 
I would welcome an early discussion with you regarding the potential to increase Edinburgh’s share 
of the national housing budget. An early decision on this would provide greater certainty for RSLs 
and housebuilders in the city who are keen to work with us to deliver much needed affordable 
homes.   
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Kate Campbell 
SNP Councillor - Portobello/Craigmillar  
Housing, Homelessness and Fair Work Convener 
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From: Kate Campbell <Kate.Campbell@edinburgh.gov.uk>  

Sent: 17 February 2021 17:03 
To: Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning 

<MinisterLGHP@gov.scot> 
Cc: Scottish Ministers <Scottish Ministers@gov.scot> 

Subject: City of Edinburgh Council SHIP and TMDF Allocation 

 
 
Dear Kevin 

 
Please find attached a letter regarding housing in Edinburgh. 
 
Kind regards 

Kate 
 
 
Kate Campbell  

SNP Councillor | Portobello-Craigmillar 
Housing, Homelessness and Fair Work Convener 
 
{Redacted} 

Twitter - @KateC_SNP 
Facebook - @KateCampbellSNP 

Sign Language (BSL) users can get in touch using contactSCOTLAND-BSL 

 



Mi s e  or Lo al o r me , o g an
Pl in
Kevin Stewart MSP a b c d
T : 0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot

 
Kate Campbell
Kate.Campbell@edinburgh.gov.uk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Reference: 202100170366
Your Reference: FW: City of Edinburgh Council SHIP and TMDF Allocation
 
16 March 2021
 
Dear Cllr Campbell ,
 

Many thanks for your letter of 17 February 2021 regarding the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC)
Strategic Housing Investment Plan (SHIP) and Transfer of the Management of Development Funding
(TMDF) budget allocation.

If I could firstly comment on the CEC SHIP that was recently submitted to my officials in the More
Homes Division. I understand that CEC received the SHIP review letter on 26 February and overall the
review noted that the document contributed well towards achieving the outcomes set out in the Local
Housing Strategy (LHS) and demonstrated how these outcomes will be delivered. It also
demonstrated, as you note, a high level of ambition from the Council including a healthy programme
going forward. I welcome this level of continuing development as it highlights the on-going ability of the
Council to deliver a robust, balanced programme, whilst contributing to the national ambition to
increase levels of affordable housing, and specifically social rented homes. 

You note in your letter the recent announcements, by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, of additional
funding for social housing, whilst noting that the TMDF allocation has been maintained, in contrast to
the overall housing budget. As you are aware, the Cabinet Secretary for Finance recently announced
that as part of the planned investment of over £3.440 billion over the next five years, £831.6 million of
that will be available in 2021-22 to deliver more social and affordable homes across Scotland. We are
currently planning how these resources will be deployed and I hope to be able to say something about
this very soon. 

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot



In addition, it is worth noting that as well as CEC's share of the annual TMDF allocation, we will
continue to provide annual top-up funding to ensure that TMDF authorities maintain their proportionate
share of the Affordable Housing Supply Programme, as well as continuing to consider in-year
reallocation of resources should these become available. I would note that CEC, like all council areas,
does require to prioritise their projects within finalised annual budgets, and future years RPAs, to
ensure the ability to deliver a strong affordable housing programme into the future, that can be
sustainably delivered, and which avoids the peaks and troughs of expenditure and output activity.

In your letter, you also note the ability of future affordable homes to provide a much needed pipeline for
housebuilders, to support the move to off-site construction and to encourage the delivery of green
infrastructure. I am pleased you have mentioned these points as these are all elements that we will be
looking to cover in our Housing to 2040 strategy, which was published on 15 March.

In respect of your request for consideration to be given to the additional allocation of grant funding for
CEC from the national housing budget, I would note that both TMDF authorities are outwith the
Strategic Housing Investment Framework (SHIF) formula that allocates funds to the other 30 councils
which has been agreed with COSLA. If this is an area you wish to examine, councils should firstly raise
any concerns directly with COSLA, who could consider and discuss with the Scottish Government. As
noted above, however, whilst the TMDF allocation within the Local Government Settlement has been
maintained for 2021/22, we have again made provision to ensure that the proportionate shares of the
programme for Edinburgh and Glasgow are in line with the resources available for the other 30
councils.
 
Finally, I would like to note how appreciative we are for the amount of work that has been undertaken
to date, by a wide range of partner organisations, including CEC, in pushing us towards delivering the
50,000 affordable homes target over this parliamentary term and particularly over this last challenging
year. 

I hope you find this letter helpful.
 
Yours sincerely

 
KEVIN STEWART

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot



From: MinisterLGHP@gov.scot

To: Kate.Campbell@edinburgh.gov.uk

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner
agencies - 202100170366

Date: 16/03/2021 17:01

Please find attached a response to your correspondence.





we monitor and mitigate these impacts. We believe that they must come with flexible resource allocation 
that reflects the change in pressure on different local authorities. 

We also have significant concerns about the withdrawal of our ability to house people with No Recourse to 
Public Funds (NRPF) once the public health requirements change, and would welcome early discussions on 
steps the Scottish Government is taking to prevent destitution for these extremely vulnerable households. 

Rent Pressure Zones (RPZs) 

I welcome the manifesto commitment to reform the existing Rent Pressure Zone legislation to ensure that 
local authorities can use it directly to address and cap high rents. This, alongside the ongoing changes to 
planning and regulatory powers to allow us to address short term lets, I’m sure will make a difference to the 
availability and affordability of private rented accommodation. 

We have carried out a significant amount of work on rent pressure zones already in Edinburgh, it was one of 
our coalition commitments, and I’d be keen to discuss how we can help move this manifesto commitment 
forward and see successful implementation as quickly as possible. Council officers already work with civil 
servants through the working group on RPZs, we’d be keen to step up this engagement to help define the 
challenges local authorities currently face with implementation, and how these could be overcome with 
guidance on changes to the legislation. I would be very keen to see Edinburgh as the first city to implement 
an RPZ and to commit some resources to the partnership work that will enable this. 

Affordable Housing Supply Programme (AHSP) 

All of this is positive; however, the challenges are so great in Edinburgh that increasing the supply of 
affordable, and particularly social, housing remains an absolute priority. We have a strong pipeline both 
through the excellent partnerships with our RSLs, strong delivery of sites through our affordable housing 
policy as part of the planning process, and our own council housebuilding programme. We own a significant 
amount of land and have a strong track record of delivery. I believe this is reflected in the significant uplift of 
in-year allocation of grant to Edinburgh over the last five years. But to reach the heights of our ambition on 
delivering social housing, and to meet the needs of our residents, certainty over future allocation is crucial. 
To deliver on our commitment of 20,000 affordable homes over ten years will require a significant uplift in 
grant funding to £392 million over five years or £78.5m per annum as set out at 4.8 in Edinburgh’s Strategic 
Housing Investment Plan (SHIP). 

Sustainability and innovation 

Alongside our strong pipeline we have made a commitment, and have a strategy in place, to reach net zero 
by 2030 for all council housing stock. All new build properties that are in design and development will be net 
zero going forward, and we have begun work on pilots to design retrofit models for our most common types 
of existing council stock. These will deliver passivhaus standards of energy efficiency.  We have worked 
closely with the Scottish Government on modern methods of construction, using our pipeline as an incentive 
to drive innovation in off-site construction. This has the potential to deliver cost efficiencies, improved 
quality of new builds, and increase energy efficiency in the build process. This is greatly supported by the 
new build programme and is dependent on grant funding. 

Regeneration, community benefit and economic recovery 

We have set out a record ten-year investment programme of £2.4bn through our Housing Revenue Account 
(HRA) to deliver improvements to existing homes and our new build programme. This gives us the 
opportunity to deliver investment and regeneration in our poorest communities, and create jobs and 
apprenticeships, particularly focussed on the new skills we will need to build a more sustainable future. 

As we move through the pandemic, we are focussed on creating jobs and opportunities for skills 
development for our residents who face the greatest barriers. By building community benefits into our 
procurement process we can create these opportunities. We are also able to leverage in additional funding 
through funding streams such as the Regeneration Capital Grants Fund or the new Place Based Fund to help 
deliver public spaces and community buildings alongside homes, creating thriving communities.  



 

I would very much welcome a meeting to discuss these points. There is a lot of work still to be done in 
Edinburgh, but I do believe we are making significant progress. We are keen to work closely with the Scottish 
Government to deliver on our joint aspirations for our capital city. 
 
 
Kind regards 

 

 

 

 
 
Kate Campbell 
SNP Councillor – Portobello Craigmillar 
Housing, Homelessness and Fair Work Convener                      



Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing and Local Government  
Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Ceartas Sòisealta,  
Taigheadas, agus Riaghladh Ionadail  

Shona Robison BPA/MSP  
 
T : 0300 244 4000  
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot  

 
Kate Campbell  
{Redacted} 

 

 
 
Our Reference: 202100208873  
Your Reference: FOA - Shona Robison MSP  

 
9 June 2021  
 
Dear Ms Campbell, Thank you for your email correspondence of 26 May, requesting 

a meeting with Shona Robison MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing & 
Local Government to discuss some issues, and set out some of the work being 
undertaken in the City of Edinburgh.  
 

Subject to parliamentary business, the Cabinet Secretary would be delighted to 
accept your invitation.  
 
Please contact Ms Robison's private office CabSecSJHLG@gov.scot to make the 

necessary arrangements.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 

{Redacted} 
 
Private Secretary Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary 
are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See 

www.lobbying.scot  
Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus Rùnaire 
Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba) 
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To: {Redacted}  

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner 

agencies - 202100208873  
Date: 09/06/2021 16:19  

 

Please find attached a response to your correspondence 




