From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@argyllfisheriestrust.co.uk>
Sent: 13 May 2021 16:13
To: MS FishHealth <MS.FishHealth@gov.scot>
Cc: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@icloud.com>; <REDACTED> (<REDACTED>@fishlegal.net)
<<REDACTED>@fishlegal.net>
Subject: Fw: High Sea Lice Levels in Loch Fyne

Dear FHI,
following my recent telephone report to yourselves, I am forwarding the information we
have received today regarding high sea lice numbers on farm fish in Loch Fyne.
We would like FHI to verify the counts of lice reported by the operator are correct. Please
advise us of any actions you may take.
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you require further information. My mobile number
is <REDACTED>
Best Regards
<REDACTED>

From: <REDACTED> - Fish Legal <<REDACTED>@fishlegal.net>
Sent: 13 May 2021 13:18
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@argyllfisheriestrust.co.uk>
Cc: <REDACTED> (Argyll DSFB) <<REDACTED>@icloud.com>
Subject: FW: High Sea Lice Levels in Loch Fyne
<REDACTED>
Do you have any thoughts on <REDACTED> e-mail. Does this sound credible to you?
<REDACTED>
From: <REDACTED>@issf.org.uk
Sent: 13 May 2021 11:56
To: <REDACTED> - Fish Legal <<REDACTED>@fishlegal.net>; <REDACTED>@icloud.com;
<REDACTED>@fms.scot
Cc: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@salmon-troutscotland.org>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>.co.uk>
Subject: High Sea Lice Levels in Loch Fyne
To the <REDACTED> ADSFB
Possible Sea Lice Under Reporting - Loch Fyne
CC: <REDACTED> (Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland), <REDACTED> (Salmon & Trout
Conservation Scotland) <REDACTED> (BBC Scotland), <REDACTED> Fisheries Management Scotland

I am writing to formally report to ADSFB the possible misreporting of sea lice data by The Scottish
Salmon Company (TSSC) at Meall Mhor marine cage fish farm on Loch Fyne.
I received intelligence from someone associated with the salmon farm that sea lice numbers may not
be being reported in accordance with the relevant act (Section 2 of the Aquaculture and Fisheries
(Scotland) Act 2007).
I attended the site on 24 April 2021, between the hours of 09:00 and 20:00hrs. This can be
verified by Police Scotland who were in attendance.
I gathered extensive drone and underwater footage during this time. 30% of stocked cages were
surveyed underwater. All were surveyed from the air. All footage is time, date and location stamped
to a legally acceptable standard. I subsequently asked for an independent assessment of the
underwater footage. This was provided by a trained employee of another salmon farming company.
This was to confirm species of sea lice present, life stages, numbers of females and whether or not
the levels of infestation were commensurate with previous counts reported by TSSC for the salmon
farm.
This individual confirmed the sea lice present were Leps (and so should be counted for the purposes
of reporting weekly sea lice numbers), were present in high numbers at all life stages, with
significant numbers of gravid and non gravid females and that the numbers observed were
significantly in excess of that which the sea lice counts being previously reported would suggest.
The sea lice counts reported by TSSC for this salmon farm under the new weekly sea lice reporting
regime are as follows:
- Week 13: 1.09
- Week 14: 0
- Week 15: 0.07
- Week 16: 0.1
My footage was collected at the end of Week 16 and so is relevant only to the claimed figure of 0.1
gravid/non gravid female leps sea lice per fish reported for that week.
The images and footage which I have supplied below, show much higher levels of the relevant sea
lice. While some sea lice are very obvious in the head area, many require a degree of experience to
identify. However, almost every fish shows tell-tale signs of mobiles and adults behind the dorsal
and adipose fins, revealed by white scarring. Indeed it is almost impossible to find a fish in the
footage that doesn't have multiple gravid females present. This is in stark contrast to a sea lice count
which equates to no more than a single gravid/non gravid female sea lice per 10 fish.
While individual images can face the accusation of being selective, this is overcome by the raw
footage, of which there is nearly 60mins and thousands of fish. This can ultimately be viewed frame
by frame in high resolution and sea lice counted on individual fish.
You will be aware that this is a critical time of year for wild salmon with the migration of wild salmon
smolts taking place in Loch Fyne. I would hope you are aware that there are a number of late cycle
salmon farms in Loch Fyne, which present the highest potential risk of elevated sea lice numbers.
It is my understanding that Fishery Boards and Trusts have asserted their desire and ability to police
sea lice numbers on salmon farms.

Please could you let me know what action you will take to verify sea lice numbers on this salmon
farm? Do let me know if there is any information you are lacking to begin your work?
If the sea lice levels are in fact in breach of those set out in the code of practice for this time of year,
will ADSFB and FMS be requesting a reduction in sea lice levels by the salmon farm? What is an
acceptable sea lice level for this farm?
Has any sampling of wild fish been undertaken in Loch Fyne this year, given the number of late cycle
salmon farms, to establish the loading on wild fish populations? I can't think of a location where
absolute sea lice numbers could be higher in a single water body in Argyll at the moment.
I would add that there is a degree of urgency required given the risk being posed to wild salmon as
we speak.
Yours
<REDACTED>
HI-RES IMAGES &
FOOTAGE*: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/146JioTc0pZiOpLOG4yETdYz2ncSAiJ3d?usp=shar
ing
*Footage needs to be downloaded to view at highest quality and detail.
SAMPLE IMAGES

From: <REDACTED> (MARLAB)
Sent: 24 May 2021 12:10
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Subject: FW: SLA visit

Hi <REDACTED>,
Sorry for the delay in responding, I hope you are well and thank you for facilitating
the inspection of the Meall Mhor site. Unfortunately the information you have
requested is not currently available as the investigation into the allegations is
ongoing.
If you have any further queries let me know.
Regards
<REDACTED>

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 20 May 2021 17:25
To: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: SLA visit
Hi <REDACTED> & <REDACTED>,
Thanks for your time today – it was good to catch up and let you see our fish.
I was wondering if we can request to see the footage and complaint that was submitted to
yourselves from <REDACTED>/DFSB/Fisheries Trust?
Warm Regards
<REDACTED>

<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
Unit 1,Smithy Lane
Lochgilphead,PA31 8TA
Tel: +44 (0)131 718 8500
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 25 May 2021 12:44
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>

Cc: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor Inspection
Hi <REDACTED>,
The fish are transferred from lamlash, so are all 20S1 fish intended to be fallowed with the rest of
the 19S0 in Loch Fyne.
Thanks

<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
Unit 1,Smithy Lane
Lochgilphead,PA31 8TA
Tel: +44 (0)131 718 8500
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED>@gov.scot <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Sent: 25 May 2021 12:29
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Cc: <REDACTED>@gov.scot
Subject: Meall Mhor Inspection

Good Afternoon <REDACTED>,
I was wondering if you could provide us with details regarding which yearclasses
were stocked in which pens at the Meall Mhor site during our inspection?
Thank you so much,
<REDACTED>
Senior Fish Health Inspector
Fish Health Inspectorate
Marine Scotland - Science
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB
Mobile: <REDACTED>
E: <REDACTED>@gov.scot
W: https://www.gov.scot/marine-and-fisheries/

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 25 May 2021 14:18
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor Inspection

Hi <REDACTED>,
The original 19S0 fish were completely harvested by ~11 th May (week 19). Cages 2 & 11 had 19S0
fish stocked. These cages are at the end of the grid closest to the barge (1 back). Prior to that, 19S0
was last in cage 3 in early March. The 20S1 fish were transferred in starting 5 th March.
On 19.04 the stock per cage will have been the same as you seen it last week, except RB -SF 19S0 fish
in the cages detailed above.
Thanks
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
Unit 1,Smithy Lane
Lochgilphead,PA31 8TA
Tel: +44 (0)131 718 8500
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 04 June 2021 08:14
To: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Meall mhor site plan

Hi <REDACTED>,
They were counted as well – all stocked cages have a count input.
Cheers
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED>@gov.scot <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Sent: 04 June 2021 08:11
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Subject: RE: Meall mhor site plan
Hi <REDACTED>,

Sorry, another quick query for you that occurred to me yesterday. Were the 2019 S0’s
included in the sea lice count in the week of the 24th April 2021 or were they excluded due to
harvesting and the impact of any withdrawal period?
Cheers
<REDACTED>

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 04 June 2021 08:07
To: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Meall mhor site plan
Ok grand, thanks <REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED>@gov.scot <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Sent: 03 June 2021 10:00
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Subject: RE: Meall mhor site plan
Hi <REDACTED>,
That’s grand, the situation remains the same though, where pen 1 would have 2020 S1’s and
pen 2 the 2019 S0’s. That really helps us interpret the information we have. We hope to close
this case shortly and will update you as soon as possible.
Cheers
<REDACTED>

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 03 June 2021 09:12
To: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: Meall mhor site plan
Hi <REDACTED>,
I double checked with the site and we had the cage numbers back to front. Hope the badly
drawn diagram makes sense!
I'm out on site this morning, but if you need anything else drop me a message and I'll give
you a call when I'm back to shore.

Cheers
<REDACTED>

<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
Unit 1, Smithy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
Tel: +44 (0)131 718 8500
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:54
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Cc: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation
Hi <REDACTED>,
That’s ok, thanks for clarifying.
Are you able to share the original footage/complaint with us, so that we can review ourselves, now
that the case is closed?
Warm Regards
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>

www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED>@gov.scot <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:49
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Cc: <REDACTED>@gov.scot; <REDACTED>@gov.scot
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation

Hi <REDACTED>,
As there were no recommendations for this case it has been closed. Apologies if this
was not very clear from the report.
Kind Regards,
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
Senior Fish Health Inspector
Marine Scotland - Science
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road| Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Tel: <REDACTED>
S/B: +44 (0)131 244 2500
Mobile: <REDACTED>
e: <REDACTED>@gov.scot
w: https://www.gov.scot/marine-and-fisheries

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:44
To: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>;
<REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation
Hi all,
I received the attached sea lice enhanced inspection report at the end of last week, but im not clear
if the case is closed, or if I should expect further correspondence on this case?
Can you let me know
Thanks
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED> (MARLAB)
Sent: 22 June 2021 14:13
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation

Hi <REDACTED>,
Apologies for the delay in responding, thank you for your request of 7 June 2021 for
‘the original footage/complaint’ concerning Meal Mhor and a sea lice investigation
undertaken in May 2021. We are handling this request under the Environmental
Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004. In accordance with those regulations, this
request, which has a reference number of FoI 202100212441, has a statutory
response deadline of 5 July 2021 although we will endeavour to respond to it as
quickly as we can.
In the meantime, should you have any questions or queries concerning this then
please do not hesitate to contact me. Please quote the FoI reference number - FoI
202100212441 within your correspondence.
Regards
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
Technical Manager - Fish Health Inspectorate
Marine Scotland – Science
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB
Tel: <REDACTED>
S/B: +44 (0)131 244 2500
Mob:<REDACTED>
FAX: +44 (0)131 244 0944
e: <REDACTED>@gov.scot
w: https://www.gov.scot/marine-and-fisheries/

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:54
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Cc: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation
Hi <REDACTED>,

That’s ok, thanks for clarifying.
Are you able to share the original footage/complaint with us, so that we can review ourselves, now
that the case is closed?
Warm Regards
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED>@gov.scot <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:49
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Cc: <REDACTED>@gov.scot; <REDACTED>@gov.scot
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation

Hi <REDACTED>,
As there were no recommendations for this case it has been closed. Apologies if this
was not very clear from the report.
Kind Regards,
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
Senior Fish Health Inspector
Marine Scotland - Science
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road| Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Tel: <REDACTED>
S/B: +44 (0)131 244 2500
Mobile: <REDACTED>
e: <REDACTED>@gov.scot
w: https://www.gov.scot/marine-and-fisheries

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:44
To: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>;
<REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation
Hi all,

I received the attached sea lice enhanced inspection report at the end of last week, but im not clear
if the case is closed, or if I should expect further correspondence on this case?
Can you let me know
Thanks
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

-----Original Appointment----From: <REDACTED>
Sent: 17 May 2021 12:48
To: <REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com; <REDACTED> (MARLAB)
Subject: Enhance sea lice inspection Meal Mhor Loch Fyne
When: 19 May 2021 10:00-12:00 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London.
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting

Hi <REDACTED>,
As discussed on the phone my colleague <REDACTED> (CCed) will attend the site
Thursday morning (20/05/2021) at 09:00 for the physical site inspection. Could you
please arrange to do a lice count while he is on site so he can observe the count
being conducted?
I will go through the paperwork with you on Wednesday at 10:00 via this Teams
meeting.
Required paperwork as follows for the time period 10/03/2020 to current :







Current stock on site: species, age group, no fish, average weight (split by
species)
Movement records (<REDACTED> will collect the copies from the movement
book on Thursday) but if you have waste transfer notes or any import
certificates for this time period I will need to check these
Mortality records: if I could get the last 4 full weeks (starting w/b 19 April) the
daily mortally count by cage, as well as a total weekly percentage & count,
and then from 10/03/2020 until 18/04/2021 just a weekly count and a weekly
percentage for the whole site please, if there are any cleaner fish on site I will
require to see the mortality for the cleaner fish as well.
Medicine records: complete records of all treatments from current back to
10/03/2020
Sea Lice Records: I have attached a pdf copy of the enhance sea lice
questions. Those will be the questions I will go through with you. If you could

have a look at them and let me know if you have any more questions
beforehand. Please note that a lot of these questions require document
evidence.
I have also attached a copy of your site and business details if you could please
check these and get back to me to let me know if they require any changes or not?
Kind regards,
<REDACTED>

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:54
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Cc: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation
Hi <REDACTED>,
That’s ok, thanks for clarifying.
Are you able to share the original footage/complaint with us, so that we can review ourselves, now
that the case is closed?
Warm Regards
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From<REDACTED>@gov.scot <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:49
To: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Cc: <REDACTED>@gov.scot; <REDACTED>@gov.scot
Subject: RE: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation

Hi <REDACTED>,
As there were no recommendations for this case it has been closed. Apologies if this
was not very clear from the report.
Kind Regards,
<REDACTED>

<REDACTED>
Senior Fish Health Inspector
Marine Scotland - Science
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory | 375 Victoria Road| Aberdeen | AB11 9DB
Tel: <REDACTED>
S/B: +44 (0)131 244 2500
Mobile: <REDACTED>
e: <REDACTED>@gov.scot
w: https://www.gov.scot/marine-and-fisheries

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:44
To: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>;
<REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation
Hi all,
I received the attached sea lice enhanced inspection report at the end of last week, but im not clear
if the case is closed, or if I should expect further correspondence on this case?
Can you let me know
Thanks
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>
1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

From: <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@scottishsalmon.com>
Sent: 07 June 2021 10:44
To: <REDACTED> (MARLAB) <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>; <REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>;
<REDACTED> <<REDACTED>@gov.scot>
Subject: Meall Mhor sea lice investigation
Hi all,
I received the attached sea lice enhanced inspection report at the end of last week, but im not clear
if the case is closed, or if I should expect further correspondence on this case?
Can you let me know
Thanks
<REDACTED>
<REDACTED>

1 Smiddy Lane
Lochgilphead, PA31 8TA
<REDACTED>
www.scottishsalmon.com

