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OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE: ADVICE TO MINISTERS: ISRAEL PALESTINE RESOURCE 

ANNEX A: Reply from the Deputy First Minister to Colin Beattie, MSP, August 2020 

Thank you for your letter, dated 19 A ugus t 2020 , on behalf  of  your 
cons tituent w ho w rote to you regarding teaching resources  related to 
Pales tine and Is rael, spec if ically , Pales tine and Is rael, Unders tan din g the 
Confl ic t w hich is  hos ted by  the EIS. 

That particular resource, w hich is  available to all w ho may  w ish to use it, is  the 
result of  s takehold er engag e m e n t and input. A s  w ith any  resource, it is  for 
indiv idu a l schools  and local authorities  to determin e how  and if  they  w ish to 
use them. There w as  discuss io n around w hether the resource should be mad e  
available on GLO W by  Educ a t io n Scotlan d. How ever, no agree me nt could be 
reached across  the s takeho ld e rs  as  to the suitability  of  that resource; as  such, 
Edu c at io n Scotlan d cons ide re d that they  could not endorse it. 

I apprec iate your cons tituent’s  f rus tration that the resource is  not available on 
GLOW v ia Education Scotland; how ever, it w ould not be appropriate for me 
to speak on behalf  of  any  of  the s takeholder groups  involved in the meeting 
of  s takeho ld ers  in Febru ary  2019. 

I w ould again highligh t that the resource in ques tio n remains  available online 
to all prac titio n ers  at: https ://w w w .eis .org.uk /Po licy -A n d-
Public a tio ns /P ales t in eis ra e l. A s  the EIS is  now  respons ib le for the resource, 
the Scott is h Govern men t’s  involveme nt in this  matter has  come to an end. 





[REDACTED]
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From: Ollie Bray  
Strategic Director 
June 2021 

CABINET SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND SKILLS 

CORRESPONDENCE ON ISRAEL PALESTINE RESOURCE 

Purpose  

1. To provide the Cabinet Secretary w ith information around a resource developed
by the Glasgow  and Clyde Rights-Based Learning Group, w ith initial involvement by
Education Scotland and a number of stakeholders; eventually entitled Palestine and
Israel, Understanding the Conflict, and to outline the current position of Education
Scotland on such resources.

Priority 

2. Routine

Background 

3. In 2017, the Deputy First Minister and, then, Cabinet Secretary for Education
and Skills met w ith representatives of the Scottish Council of Jew ish Communities
(SCoJeC) and the Scottish Friends of Israel (SFI) regarding a resource w hich had
been uploaded to the Glasgow  and Clyde Rights-Based Learning Group blog on
Glow .

4. The resource proved to be controversial and w as removed from Glow . The
Deputy First Minister agreed that Education Scotland, after inviting appropriate
stakeholders for consultation and input, w ould explore the development of an
alternative resource. Work continued through to mid-2018. How ever, there continued
to be disagreement betw een stakeholders as to the content of the resource.

5. Given the absence of agreement betw een stakeholders, Education Scotland
concluded that it w ould not be appropriate to publish the original resource developed
by the Glasgow  and Clyde Rights-Based Learning Group. As an alternative, the
Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS), involved in a consultative capacity throughout
the process, offered to publish the resource. This w as agreed to in June 2018 and
the resource has remained on the EIS w ebsite since (Palestine and Israel,
Understanding the Conflict (eis.org.uk)).

Since publication of the resource 

6. The Scottish Friends of Palestine and other stakeholders continued to w rite to
Education Scotland, the Scottish Government, and Scottish Ministers regarding the
resource – both in terms of content and enquiring w hy Education Scotland did not
elect to make the resource available to educators through Glow  or provide a link
from Glow  to the published resource on the EIS w ebsite.
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7. Ultimately, the Deputy First Minister replied stating that Education Scotland could
not publish the resource or provide a link to it on Glow  w hile key stakeholders w ere
unable to reach consensus around the resource and, since the resource w as
available elsew here, the Deputy First Minister and Chief Executive of Education
Scotland stated that the matter w as considered to be closed (Annex A includes one
such response from the Deputy First Minister for reference).

Publication Guidance (Glow) 

8. Since the earlier publication of the resource by the Glasgow  and Clyde Rights-
Based Learning Group, changes have been made to assist Glow  users. These
changes include the publication of guidance for the creation of online content w hich
all content ow ners must follow . This guidance includes robust quality assurance.

9. This guidance is regularly updated and aw areness raising sessions are offered
to all Education Scotland colleagues and support is available from the w eb services
team.

Conclusion 

10. Education Scotland appreciates the importance of ensuring that educators have
access to high quality and relevant resources to deliver learning experiences on
complex and on-going issues. Educators should be empow ered to explore such
issues w ith learners in a balanced,  informed and sensitive manner.

11. Education Scotland w orked closely w ith a number of stakeholders to develop an
appropriate and robust resource concerning Israel and Palestine; how ever, the
disagreement betw een stakeholders w as such that it w as not considered appropriate
for Education Scotland to publish, or to apparently endorse through providing links,
the resource. The EIS, w ho also w orked on the resource, w as content to publish the
resource and so it is available to the public through their w ebsite.

12. The matter has now  been considered closed for some time; how ever, as the
Cabinet Secretary may expect, there continues to be occasional correspondence on
the matter and further correspondence or other communication on this matter may
be brought to the Cabinet Secretary’s attention. It w as, therefore, considered
appropriate to provide the new  Cabinet Secretary w ith this information in advance of
any issues arising.

Recommendation 

13. The Cabinet Secretary is invited to note the contents of this submission.

OLLIE BRAY 
Strategic Director 
Education Scotland 
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ANNEX A: Reply from the Deputy First Minister to Colin Beattie, MSP, August 2020 

Thank you for your letter, dated 19 August 2020, on behalf of your 
constituent w ho w rote to you regarding teaching resources related to 
Palestine and Israel, specifically, Palestine and Israel, Understanding the 
Conflict w hich is hosted by the EIS. 

That particular resource, w hich is available to all w ho may w ish to use it, is the 
result of stakeholder engagement and input. As w ith any resource, it is for 
individual schools and local authorities to determine how  and if they w ish to 
use them. There w as discussion around w hether the resource should be made 
available on GLOW by Educ ation Scotland. How ever, no agreement could be 
reached across the stakeholders as to the suitability of that resource; as such, 
Educ ation Scotland considered that they could not endorse it. 

I appreciate your constituent’s frustration that the resource is not available on 
GLOW via Education Scotland; how ever, it w ould not be appropriate for me 
to speak on behalf of any of the stakeholder groups involved in the meeting 
of stakeholders in February 2019. 

I w ould again highlight that the resource in question remains available online 
to all practitioners at: https://w w w .eis.org.uk/Policy-A nd-
Public ations/Palestineisrael. As the EIS is now  responsible for the resource, 
the Scottis h Government’s involvement in this matter has come to an end. 



From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Attachments: 

[Redacted] on behalf of OCEX Hub 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills: Minister for HE, FE, Youth Employment and Training; Minister for 
Children & Young People 
DG Education & Justice; [Redacted]; [REDACTED] Gorman G {Gayle): Bray O {Ollie); Director of Learning: 
[Redacted].; [Redacted]: ,[Redacted: [Redacted] 
Submission to Ministers - Israel Palestine Resource - 17 June 2021 - Routine 
17 June 202116:23:00 
2021 0 6  17 - SUBMISSION TO MINISTERS - ISRAEL PALESTINE RESOURCE.doc 

Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
Minister for Higher and Further Education, Youth Employment and Training 

Minister for Children and Young Peop le 

Please find attached submission from Education Scotland on the resources 

developed, namely Palestine and Israel, Understanding the Conflict and the 
current position of Education Scotland on such resources. 

Kind Regards 

[REDACTED] 

[REDACTED]! Executive Assistant to Gayle Gorman, HM Chief Inspector of 
Education/Chief Executive I Education Scotland I Foghlam Alba 

Mobile: [REDACTED] 
Address: Optima, 58 Robertson Street, Glasgow G2 8DU 
Web: www.education.gov.scot 
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From: Ollie Bray  
Strategic Director 
June 2021 

CABINET SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND SKILLS 

CORRESPONDENCE ON ISRAEL PALESTINE RESOURCE 

Purpose  

1. To provide the Cabinet Secretary with information around a resource developed
by the Glasgow and Clyde Rights-Based Learning Group, with initial involvement by
Education Scotland and a number of stakeholders; eventually entitled Palestine and
Israel, Understanding the Conflict, and to outline the current position of Education
Scotland on such resources.

Priority 

2. Routine

Background 

3. In 2017, the Deputy First Minister and, then, Cabinet Secretary for Education
and Skills met with representatives of the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities
(SCoJeC) and the Scottish Friends of Israel (SFI) regarding a resource which had
been uploaded to the Glasgow and Clyde Rights-Based Learning Group blog on
Glow.

4. The resource proved to be controversial and was removed from Glow. The
Deputy First Minister agreed that Education Scotland, after inviting appropriate
stakeholders for consultation and input, would explore the development of an
alternative resource. Work continued through to mid-2018. However, there continued
to be disagreement between stakeholders as to the content of the resource.

5. Given the absence of agreement between stakeholders, Education Scotland
concluded that it would not be appropriate to publish the original resource developed
by the Glasgow and Clyde Rights-Based Learning Group. As an alternative, the
Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS), involved in a consultative capacity throughout
the process, offered to publish the resource. This was agreed to in June 2018 and
the resource has remained on the EIS website since (Palestine and Israel,
Understanding the Conflict (eis.org.uk)).

Since publication of the resource 

6. The Scottish Friends of Palestine and other stakeholders continued to write to
Education Scotland, the Scottish Government, and Scottish Ministers regarding the
resource – both in terms of content and enquiring why Education Scotland did not
elect to make the resource available to educators through Glow or provide a link
from Glow to the published resource on the EIS website.
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7. Ultimately, the Deputy First Minister replied stating that Education Scotland could
not publish the resource or provide a link to it on Glow while key stakeholders were
unable to reach consensus around the resource and, since the resource was
available elsewhere, the Deputy First Minister and Chief Executive of Education
Scotland stated that the matter was considered to be closed (Annex A includes one
such response from the Deputy First Minister for reference).

Publication Guidance (Glow) 

8. Since the earlier publication of the resource by the Glasgow and Clyde Rights-
Based Learning Group, changes have been made to assist Glow users. These
changes include the publication of guidance for the creation of online content which
all content owners must follow. This guidance includes robust quality assurance.

9. This guidance is regularly updated and awareness raising sessions are offered
to all Education Scotland colleagues and support is available from the web services
team.

Conclusion 

10. Education Scotland appreciates the importance of ensuring that educators have
access to high quality and relevant resources to deliver learning experiences on
complex and on-going issues. Educators should be empowered to explore such
issues with learners in a balanced,  informed and sensitive manner.

11. Education Scotland worked closely with a number of stakeholders to develop an
appropriate and robust resource concerning Israel and Palestine; however, the
disagreement between stakeholders was such that it was not considered appropriate
for Education Scotland to publish, or to apparently endorse through providing links,
the resource. The EIS, who also worked on the resource, was content to publish the
resource and so it is available to the public through their website.

12. The matter has now been considered closed for some time; however, as the
Cabinet Secretary may expect, there continues to be occasional correspondence on
the matter and further correspondence or other communication on this matter may
be brought to the Cabinet Secretary’s attention. It was, therefore, considered
appropriate to provide the new Cabinet Secretary with this information in advance of
any issues arising.

Recommendation 

13. The Cabinet Secretary is invited to note the contents of this submission.

OLLIE BRAY 
Strategic Director 
Education Scotland 
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ANNEX A: Reply from the Deputy First Minister to Colin Beattie, MSP, August 2020 

Thank you for your letter, dated 19 August 2020, on behalf of your 
constituent who wrote to you regarding teaching resources related to 
Palestine and Israel, specifically, Palestine and Israel, Understanding the 
Conflict which is hosted by the EIS. 

That particular resource, which is available to all who may wish to use it, is the 
result of stakeholder engagement and input. As with any resource, it is for 
individual schools and local authorities to determine how and if they wish to 
use them. There was discussion around whether the resource should be made 
available on GLOW by Education Scotland. However, no agreement could be 
reached across the stakeholders as to the suitability of that resource; as such, 
Education Scotland considered that they could not endorse it. 

I appreciate your constituent’s frustration that the resource is not available on 
GLOW via Education Scotland; however, it would not be appropriate for me 
to speak on behalf of any of the stakeholder groups involved in the meeting 
of stakeholders in February 2019. 

I would again highlight that the resource in question remains available online 
to all practitioners at: https://www.eis.org.uk/Policy-And-
Publications/Palestineisrael. As the EIS is now responsible for the resource, 
the Scottish Government’s involvement in this matter has come to an end. 




