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First Minister

CHANGE TO PUBLICATION SCHEDULE : DEATHS INVOLVING CORONAVIRUS
(COVID-19) IN SCOTLAND

Purpose

1.

To advise the First Minister of the plans National Records of Scotland (NRS) is
developing to move away from the weekly COVID-19 mortality publication and back
to a monthly mortality publication which will include updates on deaths involving
coronavirus (COVID-19), as well as provide information on deaths from all causes
and monitoring of excess deaths.

Priority

2.

URGENT: NRS intend to provide advice to users of the current weekly publication
by including a note on further publication plans in the next weekly publication (22nd
July 2020).

Details

3.

6.

National Records of Scotland currently produce a weekly official statistics
publication which provides headline analyses on deaths across Scotland involving
coronavirus, supplemented by more detailed breakdowns. This weekly publication
was introduced in early April and has provided valuable information on the spread
and impact of COVID-19.

On its introduction the intention was always to consider the frequency of publication
at some point in the future in order to:
a) balance the (perhaps diminishing) benefit to the wide range of users with the
impact on resources used to produce and manage the weekly release.
b) enable resources to be available to provide more in-depth analyses on the
impact of the pandemic on mortality in Scotland on a monthly basis, as we
move through the current wave of the virus.

Therefore itis my view that given the welcome news that the number of new COVID -
19 related deaths has fallen dramatically over the last few weeks, much of the detail
in the weekly NRS publication is simply re-iterating current knowledge and adding
significantly less value than was initially the case. As such, this feels to be the right
time to move the publication on to a monthly cycle.

The intention is therefore:

e for NRS to inform users and stakeholders that the weekly COVID-19 NRS
publication will continue on the 22nd July and 29t July, but will then cease to be
published on a weekly basis. The COVID-19 analyses will then be incorporated
within the monthly mortality statistics publications from 12t August (and included
monthly thereafter - 16" September, 14t October etc.). We will:

- include a notification message within the next two weekly publications
- send a message to users through our SCOTSTAT email network
- provide information on the NRS website future publications page.

The messages are likely to be along the lines of:

‘The latest weekly publication by NRS is the 16" weekly analysis of the impact
and spread of COVID-19 related deaths across Scotland. This publication was



introduced to provide clear and accessible official statistics delivering headline
figures and more detailed analyses.

This initial task has been largely achieved and as such NRS are planning to
release one further weekly publication on 29t July, and then revert to a monthly
publication on mortality. This monthly publication (starting on 12t August) will
focus on all causes of deaths, excess deaths and COVID-19 related deaths.

The current headline weekly COVID-19 related deaths data will continue to be
made available - through Scottish Government’s COVID-19 dashboard
(Ihttps://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/), and through the Office for
National Statistics UK analysis.

Should there be any significant changes in the spread or impact of COVID-19,
NRS will consider re-introducing a weekly product.

NRS welcomes comments on these plans. Please use [emalil link]

for NRS to continue to process and analyse the headline weekly COVID-19
related (and other causes) deaths data to the public through the SG’s COVID -
19 four harms dashboard (https://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/). This will
provide:

- the weekly and cumulative 2020 total for deaths involving COVID-19 (perhaps
including breakdowns by location, age and gender)

- the weekly number of deaths from all causes, along with the 5 year average
and the resulting number of excess deaths.

This approach will allow Ministers to continue to refer to the publicly available
data.

for NRS to continue to provide ONS with the weekly headline figures for inclusion
in their UK analysis. This will enable users to continue to be able to compare
COVID-19 related mortality across the 4 nations of the UK.

for NRS to continue to collect and monitor COVID-19 related mortality. If there
is a significant change in the trend or volume of deaths, NRS will consider the
benefit of re-introducing a weekly product.

for the NRS monthly mortality publication to contain detailed analysis on excess
deaths, as well as relevant analysis of COVID-19 related mortality.

Conclusion

7.

The First Minister is invited to note the plans NRS is developing to continue to
provide valuable information on COVID-19 related and excess deaths. Whilst, as
set out through Official Statistics regulations, decisions on the frequency and
content of official statistics publication sit with government statisticians a vital
element of this decision is to ensure that the needs of Ministers, the public and other
key users continue to be appropriately met.

| would therefore welcome any comments or concerns the First Minister has on
these plans.
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