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[redacted]

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

[redacted]
28 December 2020 15:28
[redacted]
Scot Gov response - planning decisions

Hi [redacted]
Here is our response to your query on planning decisions. 
[redacted] 

Planning Minister Kevin Stewart said: 

“Scottish Ministers are committed to seeing the right developments in the right places. 

“The right for applicants to appeal has been, and remains, a vital element of that balance in the 

planning system. It has proven its value in ensuring much-needed development of homes, 

facilities and other places our society values can proceed. The vast majority of appeals are 

decided by Government reporters working independently and take full account of the evidence, 

including representations from members of the local community. 

“In the last five years, 894 planning appeals have been decided and the original decision upheld 

in 527 of cases.  In the same period, local planning authorities have dealt with almost 180,000 

planning applications and granted planning permission in over 93% of these cases in each of 

the last five years. 

“The Scottish Parliament has recently passed our Planning Act to strengthen decision-making, 

enhance collaboration and the influence of local people and to support the delivery of good-

quality planned development.” 

[redacted] 



[redacted]

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

[redacted] on behalf of Chief Planner
22 March 2021 10:46
[redacted]

Chief Planner
FW: Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 17 March 2021 
SE21- Pre-election Monitoring - Note 2 - 17 March 2021.docx

Hi all, 

Please see attached for your info. Lines on Planning below. 

[redacted - outwith scope] 
 

 The Scottish Conservatives say they would amend planning laws - the Town and Country Planning (Scotland)
Act 1997 to remove the call-in power from Scottish ministers and their role in the appeals process - so that 
the Scottish Government cannot not overturn a council planning decision in a 2020 policy paper. 

I will save a document with these lines, and any future updates, on eRDM. 

Thanks, 
[redacted] 

From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Director for Local Government & Communities                                                          
Sent: 22 March 2021 10:25 
To: Campbell B (Brenda) <Brenda.Campbell@gov.scot>; Maclean C (Catriona) <Catriona.Maclean@gov.scot>; 
Garvin S (Stephen) (Dr) <Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>; McNairney J (John) <John.McNairney@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 17 March 2021  

For Awareness - [redacted]

[redacted]

From: [redacted] 
Sent: 17 March 2021 14:45 
To: [redacted]
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Cc: Election Monitoring 2021 <ElectionMonitoring2021@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 17 March 2021  

Dear all,  

Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 17 March 2021 

Most of you will be aware that the Strategic Insights Unit is undertaking pre-election monitoring for key 
policy areas and a number of political parties.   

The second of these weekly documents is attached. 

We have set out below some information on the scope of this document, the sources we have drawn from 
and how to use the document.  

If you have any questions about the document, suggestions for improvement or people you think should 
be on the distribution list, please get in touch with myself [redacted] or [redacted] and copying 
ElectionMonitoring2021@gov.scot.   

LGC Elentions team copied in - [redacted]

Scope of the document 

1. The pre-election monitoring document contains a summary of reported pledges / commitments
and polls information. It will include manifesto commitments once published. Information is being
gathered from open sources such as newspapers, broadcasters, social media, think tanks and key
websites.

2. The document will be produced weekly and circulated on a Wednesday. It is being sent to
Executive Team, Directors and identified contacts involved in election preparation.

3. We are monitoring:
 Scottish Conservatives
 Scottish Greens
 Scottish Labour
 Scottish Liberal Democrats
 Scottish National Party

Using the document 

4. Election campaigning has not yet started officially and hence campaign pledges/commitments are
still scarce.   Therefore, for this first note, we have included announcements made during the conference
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season, or in recent policy documents - which might be indicative of forthcoming campaign pledges. Web-
links have been embedded into the text where possible.  

5. Each week, we will update this document, removing out of date or less significant announcements
and including new, or more significant, ones in red so changes can be easily spotted.

6. Please note the Official Sensitive marking of this document but please do share with colleagues
with an interest. Let me know if there are colleagues you would like added to the circulation list.

Best wishes 
[redacted]
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[redacted]

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

[redacted]
11 March 2021 18:25
[redacted]

RE: Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 10 March 2021 
SE21- Pre-election Monitoring - Note 1 - 10 March 2021.docx

The document wasn’t attached, but is now. 

Early days, but it includes these: 

 The Scottish Conservatives say they would amend planning laws - the Town and Country Planning (Scotland)
Act 1997 to remove the call-in power from Scottish ministers and their role in the appeals process - so that 
the Scottish Government cannot not overturn a council planning decision in a 2020 policy paper. 

[redacted - outwith scope] 
 

[redacted] 

From: Chief Planner <Chief.Planner@gov.scot> 
Sent: 11 March 2021 16:56 
To: [redacted]

 Subject: FW: Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 10 March 2021  

To see for info 

From: [redacted]
Sent: 10 March 2021 17:15 
To: Campbell B (Brenda) <Brenda.Campbell@gov.scot>; Maclean C (Catriona) <Catriona.Maclean@gov.scot>; 
McNairney J (John) <John.McNairney@gov.scot>; Garvin S (Stephen) (Dr) <Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted]
Subject: Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 10 March 2021  

For Awareness - [redacted]

[redacted]

From: [redacted]
Sent: 10 March 2021 15:20 
To: [redacted]
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Cc: Election Monitoring 2021 <ElectionMonitoring2021@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 10 March 2021  

Dear all,  

Scottish Elections 2021 - Pre-election monitoring document – 10 March 2021 

Most of you will be aware that the Strategic Insights Unit is undertaking pre-election monitoring for key 
policy areas and a number of political parties.   

The first of these weekly documents is attached. 

We have set out below some information on the scope of this document, the sources we have drawn from 
and how to use the document.  

If you have any questions about the document, suggestions for improvement or people you think should 
be on the distribution list, please get in touch with myself [redacted]  or Kirsty McWhinnie [redacted]  

Scope of the document 

1. The pre-election monitoring document contains a summary of reported pledges / commitments
and polls information. It will include manifesto commitments once published. Information is being
gathered from open sources such as newspapers, broadcasters, social media, think tanks and key
websites.

2. The document will be produced weekly and circulated on a Wednesday. It is being sent to
Executive Team, Directors and identified contacts involved in election preparation.

3. We are monitoring:
 Scottish Conservatives
 Scottish Greens
 Scottish Labour
 Scottish Liberal Democrats
 Scottish National Party

Using the document 

4. Election campaigning has not yet started officially and hence campaign pledges/commitments are
still scarce.   Therefore, for this first note, we have included announcements made during the conference
season, or in recent policy documents - which might be indicative of forthcoming campaign pledges. Web-
links have been embedded into the text where possible.
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5. Each week, we will update this document, removing out of date or less significant announcements
and including new, or more significant, ones in red so changes can be easily spotted.

6. Please note the Official Sensitive marking of this document but please do share with colleagues
with an interest. Let me know if there are colleagues you would like added to the circulation list.

Best wishes 
[redacted]
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