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Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing 
Joe FitzPatrick MSP 

___ 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

Mr Dominic McKay
Chief Operating Officer 
BT Murrayfield 
Edinburgh EH12 5PH 

Your ref: N/A 
Our ref: X 
23 September, 2020 

I thought it would be helpful to provide you with a formal update after the statement by the 
First Minister following your dialogue with officials over recent days. 

As you are aware, the First Minister yesterday announced further measures to ensure we 
continue to supress the virus. 

She indicated that activities in the route map which currently have an indicative resumption 
date of 5 October 2020 are likely to be delayed at the next review on 1 October. I can also 
confirm we cannot consider any further pilot sporting events until the national outlook 
improves significantly. 

While I know you appreciate the importance of us taking appropriate action to protect public 
health, I recognise this has been an enormously challenging time for rugby and these further 
restrictions will be disappointing. I know the significant economic impact the game makes to 
the Scottish economy, and the enjoyment it brings the many people who watch and play 
rugby – and I also know clubs will be extremely concerned about the future. 

Today I am writing to the UK Minister for Sport and Civil Society seeking urgent discussions 
about a package of financial recovery for sport. 

I look forward to continuing to work closely with you and your members to ensure we can 
ensure the long-term sustainability of rugby, and would welcome the opportunity to discuss 
this with you directly in the near future. 
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I am also writing to the Chief Executives of the Scottish FA and SPFL. 

«Signature» 
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Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing 

Joe FitzPatrick MSP 
T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

Mr [redacted] 
[redacted] 

Scottish Rugby Union 

[refacted]@sru.org.uk 

10 December 2020 

Dear [redacted], 

I recognise that this has been an enormously challenging time for the sport sector and we 
appreciate the sacrifices made by everyone over the past months to help us tackle the virus. 
I understand the financial strain the pandemic has placed on rugby throughout Scotland by 
not being able to welcome spectators to the stadiums. 

Therefore, I am delighted to inform you today that a financial support package for the 
sporting sector has been agreed and a total sum of up to £20.0m, which will comprise of 
both revenue funding and a loan arrangement, will be available to support rugby in Scotland. 
The press release on the emergency funding for sport announcement can be viewed at link 

My officials in Active Scotland will be in contact with you directly to discuss the details 
further.  I hope this funding will be welcomed to support rugby at all levels throughout 
Scotland. 

JOE FITZPATRICK 

[redacted]

http://www.lobbying.scot/
https://www.gov.scot/news/emergency-funding-for-sport
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Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing 

Joe FitzPatrick MSP 
T: 0300 244 4000 
E: 
scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

Mr [redacted]
[redacted] 
Scottish Rugby Union 

[redacted]@sru.org.uk 

10 December 2020 

Dear [redacted], 

I recognise that this has been an enormously challenging time for the sport sector and we 
appreciate the sacrifices made by everyone over the past months to help us tackle the virus. 
I understand the financial strain the pandemic has placed on rugby throughout Scotland by 
not being able to welcome spectators to the stadiums. 

Therefore, I am delighted to inform you today that a financial support package for the 
sporting sector has been agreed and a total sum of up to £20.0m, which will comprise of 
both revenue funding and a loan arrangement, will be available to support rugby in Scotland. 
The press release on the emergency funding for sport announcement can be viewed at link 

My officials in Active Scotland will be in contact with you directly to discuss the details 
further.  I hope this funding will be welcomed to support rugby at all levels throughout 
Scotland. 

JOE FITZPATRICK 

[redacted]

http://www.lobbying.scot/
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Scottish Rugby Union Limited 
BT Murrayfield 

Edinburgh EH12 5PJ 

+44 (0)131 346 5000
scottishrugby.org

Joe Fitzpatrick MSP 
Minister of Public Health & Sport 
Scottish Government 
St Andrews House 
Edinburgh 

Thursday 24th September 2020 

Dear Joe, 

Thank you for your letter dated the 23rd September following the statement the FM made to Parliament on Tuesday 
22nd September.  

We are obviously very concerned by the pause to crowd numbers at matches. Given our need to efficiently plan, we 
would be very grateful if you would now confirm that crowds will not be permitted at either the home PRO14 
matches to be played by Edinburgh Rugby and Glasgow Warriors in October, nor the Scotland v Georgia men’s 
international set for 23rd October at BT Murrayfield. 

We would also appreciate further clarity on the likelihood of graduated crowds returning to the stadium in mid-
November for Scotland’s international games at BT Murrayfield. This clarity is essential in how we manage Scottish 
Rugby’s relationship with our spectators, sponsor family and our clubs.  

We appreciate that the government recognises the financial impact on rugby of these decisions. As we have 
discussed, the income from the international game drives all we can do for every level of rugby right across Scotland. 
So, no income from international matches directly hits community rugby clubs, as well as the rest of the game. 

Therefore, I welcome your offer to discuss the financial consequences of the FM’s statement on rugby. As you will 
know, [redacted] and I have arranged to meet the Finance Secretary on Thursday 1st October, and we would 
welcome your participation in that meeting. We plan to furnish the Finance Secretary with an updated financial 
assessment prior to the meeting, that will build on our earlier discussions. I will ensure that your officials receive a 
copy of this work. 

I look forward to further discussions with you and your officials and am copying this to the National Clinical Director 
Professor Jason Leitch. 

Best wishes, 

[redacted]
[redacted], Scottish Rugby 

[redacted]
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Minister for Public Health, Sport and Wellbeing 
Joe FitzPatrick MSP 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

Mr [redacted]
[redacted] 
Scottish Rugby Union 
BT Murrayfield 
Edinburgh  
EH12 5PJ  

[redacted]@sru.org.uk 

26 August 2020 

Dear [redacted]

Thank you for your kind invitation to attend the Edinburgh Rugby v Glasgow Warriors, 
Guinness PRO14 match at BT Murrayfield Stadium, on Friday 28 August 2020. 

I am very grateful for the dedicated work by many who have worked with the Scottish 
Government and partners to ensure that this pilot event, the first professional rugby match in 
the UK to welcome spectators since the Covid-19 lockdown, can take place. 

It is vitally important that we use this test to enhance our learning on ensuring safety for all at 
a sporting event, in order to further enhance spectator participation in rugby and wider 
sports, as we move forward. 

I am sorry to say I cannot attend this event, however, I know that Scottish Government 
officials will attend, in order to provide feedback on the safety processes in place. 

I hope the event goes well, and I look forward to receiving formal evaluation in due course. 

JOE FITZPATRICK 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


Scottish Rugby Union Limited 
BT Murrayfield 

Edinburgh EH12 5PJ 

+44 (0)131 346 5000
scottishrugby.org

Rt Hon Nicola Sturgeon MSP 
First Minister of Scotland 
Scottish Government 
St Andrews House 
Edinburgh 

Monday 29 June 2020 

Dear First Minister,  

I hope this letter finds you well. 

I wanted to write to you in response to your letter dated Friday 19 June 2020 regarding Scottish Rugby’s partnership 
with BT. 

On behalf of Scottish Rugby, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to you and your ministerial colleagues for 
your ongoing support of us a governing body and business organisation. Throughout this period, we have developed 
an excellent working relationship with many of your government officials, which has proved vital to our 
organisation. 

Like all organisations, we have faced, and continue to face, acute financial challenges as a direct result of the current 
coronavirus pandemic. The assistance that your government has introduced, both directly and through 
sportscotland, has been invaluable to our continuing endurance throughout this difficult period.  

As have our long-standing relationships with our partners who have continued to support our business, as we have 
theirs, throughout these challenging times. Particularly our relationship with our principal partner BT, which as you 
noted demonstrates the enduring relationship between sport and business in Scotland. It has also benefited rugby at 
all levels over the years and their continued support of Scottish Rugby is crucial for the resumption of our sport, 
from grassroots up to the elite game. Therefore, throughout this period we have remained committed to 
maintaining our strategic partnerships to ensure we are in a healthy position and ready to restart our sport as soon 
as practical.  

The health of our organisation, as we both know, also has a significant impact on the Scottish economy and the 
mental wellbeing of the nation. This has certainly been an anxious time for all, and I am confident a resumption of 
rugby in Scotland, in a safe and responsible manner, will be instrumental in getting the Scottish economy and 
country as a whole back up and running again. 

Thank you again for everything you and your colleagues have done and continue to do for Scottish Rugby. We stand 
by you and your government and I hope together we can strengthen Scotland again. 

Best wishes, 

[redacted]
[redacted], Scottish Rugby 



Scottish Rugby Union Limited 
BT Murrayfield 

Edinburgh EH12 5PJ 

+44 (0)131 346 5000
scottishrugby.org

Kate Forbes MSP 

Cabinet Secretary for Finance 

Scottish Government 

Tuesday 03 November 2020 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 

Thank you for the meeting that you had with Scottish Rugby on 1st October where my colleagues and 

I explained the financial challenges our sport face due to the continuing impact of Covid-19.  

We submitted a comprehensive financial dossier to you and your officials at that time and have 

subsequently ensured that Sportscotland have access to this information as requested by Active 

Scotland. 

We understood your point on 1st October, that the Scottish Government were waiting for clarity from 

the UK Government’s DCMS department over the shape and size of a sports fund aimed specifically at 

sporting governing bodies who are dependent on spectator income for the greatest proportion of 

their income.  

However, the continuing lack of any information is making our financial planning extremely difficult. 

Specifically, we have a current and immediate need to address a position regarding our income 

streams, as outlined in our submissions to sportscotland and the Scottish Government.  

We have made a clear and evidenced financial ask of the Scottish Government and we would be very 

grateful if you were in a position to indicate what progress is being made on the information we 

supplied. 



Registered in Scotland No. 132061 

As our team explained on 1st October, we are of course ready to answer any financial questions or 

provide any further information that the government might need.  

I am copying this to your colleague the Sports Minister Joe Fitzpatrick MSP. 

Yours Faithfully, 

[redacted], [redacted] Scottish Rugby  

CC:  

Sports Minister Joe Fitzpatrick MSP 

Andrew Healy, Finance Director, Scottish Rugby 



Scottish Rugby Union Limited 
BT Murrayfield 

Edinburgh EH12 5PJ 

+44 (0)131 346 5000
scottishrugby.org

Joe Fitzpatrick MSP 
Minister of Public Health & Sport 
Scottish Government 
St Andrews House 
Edinburgh 

Tuesday 12 May 2020 

Meeting on Scottish Rugby financial scenarios, Friday 8th May 

Dear Joe, 

Thank you very much for providing the opportunity for myself and [redacted] to brief you and [redacted] on the 
emerging financial scenarios facing Scottish Rugby as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

As we discussed we are working through a range of possibilities while remaining aligned to Scottish 
Government public health messaging and instructions. We are grateful for the time you allowed us to explain 
the position. We will furnish your office with further financial information given your kind offer to place this 
with officials in the Scottish Government Finance Department led by Finance Secretary Kate Forbes. 

As I mentioned, Scottish Rugby had made representations to the UK Chancellor regarding the Job Retention 
Scheme and we are most grateful for the Scottish Government’s push on that important matter. There is no 
doubt that the extension announced this week is welcome and financially helpful. Your government’s role in 
making that case is much appreciated. 

I attach a copy of the independent YouGov economic impact assessment for your information that again I 
spoke to at Friday’s meeting. We are very conscious of what we can do to get the economy moving again once 
team sport is facilitated by government and we hope that the contents of this report are helpful to you on that 
point. 

Could I finally thank you for your time and assistance and we will be very pleased to meet again on the 
financial situation that confronts Scottish Rugby given the sports importance to local and national well-being. 

Yours Sincerely, 

[redacted], [redacted] Scottish Rugby  
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Population Health Directorate 

Active Scotland Division 
T: 0131-244 [redacted]
E: [redacted]@gov.scot 

Mr Dominic McKay 
Chief Operating Officer 
Scottish Rugby Union

[redacted@sru.org.uk

Dear Mr McKay 

20 January 2021 

Scottish Rugby Union – Offer of Grant 

I am pleased to be able to confirm funding to support rugby clubs across Scotland that have been 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The funding approved by Scottish Ministers is intended to ensure rugby clubs at all levels of 
the game across Scotland are better able to cope with the financial challenges that COVID-19 
has brought until such a time as spectators are able to return safely to sports events in larger 
numbers.  

The Scottish Ministers in exercise of their powers under Section 23 of the National Heritage 
(Scotland) Act 1985 hereby offer to give to Scottish Rugby Union (“the Grantee”) a grant of up 
to £15,000,0000 (fifteen million) STERLING, payable over the financial year 2020/2021 to 
support rugby clubs across Scotland that have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which is more particularly described in Part 1 of SCHEDULE 1 (“the Project”) and subject to 
the following terms and conditions: 

I hope this funding demonstrates the Scottish Government’s commitment to both men and 
women’s rugby across Scotland across all levels of the game. 

If you have any questions about this grant offer or its conditions, please contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

[redacted]
[redacted] Active Scotland
Division 

http://www.gov.scot/
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1. Definitions and Interpretation

1.1 In these Conditions, the words and expressions set out in Schedule 4 shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in that Schedule.  

1.2 In these Conditions unless the context otherwise requires, words denoting the singular shall 
include the plural and vice versa and words denoting any gender shall include all genders. 

1.3 The headings in these Conditions are for convenience only and shall not be read as forming 
part of the Conditions or taken into account in their interpretation. 

1.4 Except as otherwise provided in these Conditions, any reference to a clause, paragraph, 
sub-paragraph or schedule shall be a reference to a clause, paragraph, subparagraph or 
schedule of these Conditions.  The schedules are intended to be contractual in nature.  They 
form part of the Agreement and should be construed accordingly. 

1.5 This Agreement shall not be varied except by an instrument in writing signed by both parties. 

2. Purposes of the Grant

2.1 The Grant is made to enable the Grantee to support rugby activity in Scotland, specifically 
in relation to the protection of jobs and infrastructure, including through the provision of 
grant funds to Third Party Beneficiaries. 

2.2 The Grant shall only be used for the purposes of the Project and for no other purpose 
whatsoever. 

2.3 No part of the Grant shall be used to fund any activity or material, which is party political in 
intention, use, or presentation or appears to be designed to affect support for a political party. 

2.4 The main objectives/expected outcomes of the Grant are: 

 To support rugby in Scotland financially during the COVID-19 pandemic, and continuing
restrictions, which has resulted in spectators being unable to attend rugby stadia.

 To support and protect rugby activity with the aim of safeguarding jobs and
infrastructure across all funding recipients.

2.5 The targets/milestones against which progress in achieving objectives/expected outcomes
shall be monitored are:

 Ensuring that all aspects of Scottish Rugby have access to funding in order to minimise the
financial impact of continuing COVID-19 restrictions.

 Ongoing dialogue with Scottish Government officials to demonstrate delivery of the objective
and ensure the equitable allocation of funding across the rugby sector in Scotland.

2.6 The eligible costs for which the Grant can be claimed are set out at Schedule 1.

2.7 The eligible costs exclude:

 Any Value Added Tax (VAT) reclaimable by the Grantee

 Player transfer fees prior to the end of the 2020/2021 season

 Payments to owners or directors of clubs

http://www.gov.scot/
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3. Payment of Grant

3.1 The Grant shall be paid by the Scottish Ministers to the Grantee in accordance with the terms 
of Schedule 1 attached. 

3.2 The Grantee shall within six weeks of the Financial Year in which the Grant has been paid 
submit to the Scottish Ministers a statement of compliance with the Conditions of the Grant 
using the form of words provided in Schedule 3.  The statement shall be signed by the 
Grantee’s Director of Finance or equivalent official. 

3.3 In the event that the amount of the Grant paid by the Scottish Ministers to the Grantee at any 
point in time is found to exceed the amount of the expenses reasonably and properly incurred 
(including funds which have not been allocated to Project activities by the end of the Financial 
Year 2020/21) or required by the Grantee in connection with the Project, the Grantee shall 
repay to the Scottish Ministers the amount of such excess within 14 days of receiving a 
written demand for it from or on behalf of the Scottish Ministers. In the event that the Grantee 
fails to pay such amount within the 14 day period, the Scottish Ministers shall be entitled to 
interest on the sum at the rate of 2 per cent per annum above the Bank of England base 
lending rate prevailing at the time of the written demand from the date of the written demand 
until payment in full of both the sum and the interest.  

3.4 The Scottish Ministers shall not be bound to pay to the Grantee, and the Grantee shall 
have no claim against the Scottish Ministers in respect of, any instalment of the Grant, 
which has not been claimed by 31 March of the applicable Financial Year for which it 
was claimed, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Scottish Ministers.  

4. Inspection and Information

4.1 The Grantee shall keep the Scottish Ministers fully informed of the progress of the Project in 
the form of monthly reports. Details shall include actual expenditure to date compared with 
profiled expenditure and any change to estimated expenditure for the financial year and/or 
the Project as a whole, the reasons for any such changes and progress in achieving 
objectives/outcomes.   

4.2 Revisions to targets/milestones against which progress in achieving objectives/outcomes are 
monitored shall be subject to the written agreement of the Scottish Ministers. 

4.3 The Grantee shall, on completion of the Project, submit a report to the Scottish Ministers 
summarising the outcomes and performance of the Project.  Such a report shall include such 
statistical and other information relating to the impact of the Project as shall be required by 
the Scottish Ministers. 

4.4 The Grantee shall also provide any other information that the Scottish Ministers may 
reasonably require to satisfy themselves that the Project is consistent with the Agreement. 
The Grantee shall provide the Scottish Ministers with prompt access to any information they 
reasonably require to ensure compliance with these Conditions. 

http://www.gov.scot/
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4.5 The Grantee shall keep and maintain for a period of 6 years after the expenditure occurs, 
adequate and proper records and books of account recording all receipts and expenditure of 
monies paid to it by the Scottish Ministers by way of the Grant. The Grantee shall afford the 
Scottish Ministers, their representatives, the Auditor General for Scotland, his/her 
representatives and such other persons as the Scottish Ministers may reasonably specify 
from time to time, such access to those records and books of account as may be required 
by them at any reasonable time in response to a written request for such access from the 
person seeking it. The Grantee shall provide such reasonable assistance and explanation 
as the person carrying out the inspection may from time to time require. 

4.6 In the event of the Grantee becoming aware of or suspecting any irregular or fraudulent 
activity that may have any impact on the Project or on the use of the Grant, or any part of it, 
the Grantee shall immediately notify the Scottish Ministers of such activity and provide such 
other information as the Scottish Ministers may reasonably require in relation to the impact 
on the Project and the use of the Grant. 

4.7 The grantee shall immediately inform the Scottish Ministers of any change in its constitution 
for example, but not limited to, a change in status from one type of body corporate to another. 

4.8 The Grantee shall ensure that any reporting obligations associated with Subsidy Control 
requirements are met. 

5. Confidentiality and Data Protection

5.1 The Grantee will respect the confidentiality of any commercially sensitive information 
that they have access to as a result of the Project. 

5.2 Notwithstanding the above, the Grantee may disclose any information as required by law or 
judicial order. All information submitted to the Scottish Ministers may need to be disclosed 
and/or published by the Scottish Ministers. Without prejudice to the foregoing generality, the 
Scottish Ministers may disclose information in compliance with the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002, any other law, or, as a consequence of judicial order, or order by any 
court or tribunal with the authority to order disclosure. Further, the Scottish Ministers may 
also disclose all information submitted to them to the Scottish or United Kingdom Parliament 
or any other department, office or agency of Her Majesty’s Government in Scotland, in right 
of the Scottish Administration or the United Kingdom, and their servants or agents. When 
disclosing such information to either the Scottish Parliament or the United Kingdom 
Parliament it is recognised and agreed by both parties that the Scottish Ministers shall if they 
see fit disclose such information but are unable to impose any restriction upon the information 
that it provides to Members of the Scottish Parliament, or Members of the United Kingdom 
Parliament; such disclosure shall not be treated as a breach of this agreement. 

5.3 The Grantee shall ensure that all requirements of the Data Protection Laws are fulfilled in 
relation to the Project. 

5.4 To comply with section 31(3) of the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010, the Scottish 
Ministers publish an annual statement of all payments over £25,000. In addition, in line with 
openness and transparency, the Scottish Government publishes a monthly report of all 
payments over £25,000. The Grantee should note that where a payment is made in excess 
of £25,000 there will be disclosure (in the form of the name of the payee, the date of the 
payment, the subject matter and the amount of grant) in both the monthly report and the 
annual Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 statement. 

http://www.gov.scot/
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6. Disposal of Assets

The Grantee shall not and shall ensure that any Third Party Beneficiary shall not, without prior written 
consent of the Scottish Ministers, dispose of any asset funded, in part or in whole, with Grant funds 
within 5 years of the asset being acquired or developed. During that period, the Scottish Ministers 
shall be entitled to the proceeds of the disposal – or the relevant proportion of the proceeds based 
on the percentage of grant funding used in connection with the acquisition or improvement of the 
asset against the whole proceeds. The Scottish Ministers shall also be entitled to the relevant 
proportion of any proceeds resulting from any provision included as a condition of sale. Recovery 
by the Scottish Ministers shall not be required where the value of the asset is less than £1,000. 

7. Publicity

The Grantee shall where reasonably practicable acknowledge in all publicity material relating to the 
Project the contribution of the Scottish Ministers to its costs.  The Scottish Ministers may require to 
approve the form of such acknowledgement prior to its first publication.  

8. Intellectual Property Rights

8.1 All Intellectual Property Rights are hereby assigned to and shall vest in the Crown or its 
assignees. 

8.2 The Grantee shall ensure that nothing contained in any materials produced or submitted to 
the Scottish Ministers by the Grantee or anyone acting on its behalf nor the reproduction of 
such materials, shall constitute an infringement of any third party copyright or intellectual 
property right and shall indemnify the Scottish Ministers against all actions, proceedings, 
claims and demands made by reason of any such infringement. 

9. Default

9.1 The Scottish Ministers may re-assess, vary, make a deduction from, withhold, or require 
immediate repayment of the Grant or any part of it in the event that:  

9.1.1 The Grantee commits a Default; 

9.1.2 The Scottish Ministers consider that any change or departure from the purposes for 
which the Grant was awarded warrants an alteration in the amount of the Grant; 

9.1.3 The Grantee fails to carry out the Project; 

9.1.4 In the Scottish Ministers’ opinion, the progress on the Project is not satisfactory; or 

9.1.5 In the Scottish Ministers’ opinion, the future of the Project is in jeopardy. 

9.2 If, in the Scottish Ministers’ opinion, the Grant or any part of (including payments to Third 
Party Beneficiaries) is unlawful, including where it does not comply with applicable Subsidy 
Control requirements, and they consider that they are required to recover such sum in order 
to ensure compliance with their legal obligations Scottish Ministers may require immediate 
repayment of the Grant or any part of it together with interest at such rate and on such basis 
as may be determined from time to time in accordance with law. 

http://www.gov.scot/
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9.3 The Scottish Ministers may withhold the payment of the Grant if at any time within the 
duration of the Agreement: 

9.3.1 The Grantee passes a resolution that it be wound up, or a court makes an order that 
the Grantee be wound up, in either case otherwise than for the purposes of 
reconstruction or amalgamation, or circumstances arise which would enable a court 
to make such an order or the Grantee is unable to pay its debts within the meaning 
of section 123 of the Insolvency Act 1986; or 

9.3.2 A receiver, manager, administrator or administrative receiver is appointed to the 
Grantee, or over all or any part of the Grantee’s property , or circumstances arise 
which would entitle a court or a creditor to appoint such a receiver, manager, 
administrator or administrative receiver. 

9.4 In the event that the Grantee becomes bound to pay any sum to the Scottish Ministers in 
terms of clause 9.1, the Grantee shall pay the Scottish Ministers the appropriate sum within 
28 days of a written demand for it being given by or on behalf of the Scottish Ministers to the 
Grantee. In the event that the Grantee fails to pay the sum within the 28 day period, the 
Scottish Ministers shall be entitled to interest on the sum at the rate of 2 per cent per annum 
above the Bank of England base lending rate prevailing at the time of the written demand, 
from the date of the written demand until payment in full of both the sum and interest.  

9.5 Notwithstanding the provisions of this clause 9, in the event that the Grantee is in breach of 
any of the Conditions, the Scottish Ministers may, provided that the breach is capable of a 
remedy, postpone the exercise of their rights to recover any sum from the Grantee in terms 
of clause 9 for such period as they see fit, and may give written notice to the Grantee requiring 
it to remedy the breach within such period as may be specified in the notice. In the event of 
the Grantee failing to remedy the breach within the period specified, the Grantee shall be 
bound to pay the sum to the Scottish Ministers in accordance with the foregoing provisions. 

9.6 Any failure, omission or delay by the Scottish Ministers in exercising any right or remedy to 
which they are entitled by virtue of clauses 9.1 to 9.3 shall not be construed as a waiver of 
such right or remedy. 

10. Assignation and payments to Third Party Beneficiaries

10.1    Other than as outlined under this Agreement, the Grantee shall not be entitled to assign, 
sub-contract or otherwise transfer its rights or obligations under the Agreement without the prior 
written consent of the Scottish Ministers. 

10.2      As part of the Project, the Grantee will make payments to Third Party Beneficiaries. Such 
payments are public funds and the Grantee shall ensure that such payments are made on terms 
substantially similar to this Agreement, such terms to be validly executed in writing.  

10.3   The Grantee shall ensure that payments to Third Party Beneficiaries comply with applicable 
Subsidy Control requirements. 

11. Termination

The Agreement may be terminated by the Scottish Ministers giving not less than 3 months’ notice 
in writing from the date of the notice being sent. 

http://www.gov.scot/
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12. Corrupt Gifts and Payments of Commission

The Grantee shall not offer, give, or agree to give any person any gift or consideration of any kind 
as an inducement or reward in relation to this Grant.  The Grantee shall ensure that its employees 
shall not breach the terms of the Prevention of Corruption Acts, 1889 to 1916 in relation to this or 
any other grant. 

13. Continuation of Conditions

These Conditions, except for Condition 6, shall continue to apply for a period of 5 years after the 
end of the financial year in which the final instalment of the Grant was paid. 

14. Compliance with the Law

The Grantee shall ensure that in relation to the Project/Programme, they and anyone acting on their 
behalf shall comply with the relevant law, for the time being in force in Scotland. 

If you wish to accept the offer of this Grant on the whole terms and conditions as set out in the letter 
and annexed Schedules, you should sign and date both copies of the Grant Acceptance below and 
return one copy of the offer of Grant and Schedules to me at Andrew.sinclair@gov.scot 

You should retain the second copy of the offer of Grant and Schedules for your own records. 

Yours sincerely 

[redacted]
[redacted] Active Scotland Division 
20 January 2021 
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GRANT ACCEPTANCE 

On behalf of Scottish Rugby Union, I accept the foregoing offer of Grant by the Scottish Ministers 
dated 20 January 2021 on the whole terms and conditions as set out in the letter and Schedules.  I 
confirm that I hold the relevant signing authority. 

Signed: 

Print Name:  

Position in Organisation of Person Signing: 

Date:  

Place of Signing:  

Signed: 

Witness Name:  

Address:  

Date:  

Place of Signing: 

http://www.gov.scot/
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SCHEDULE 1 

PART 1: THE PROJECT 

The purpose of this funding £15,000,000 (fifteen million) is to assist rugby clubs and 
organisations across Scotland in dealing with the financial impact of the COVID – 19 
pandemic. 

This funding should be used to support rugby activity in order to protect jobs and 
infrastructure across all funding recipients.  

Rugby Clubs receiving funding hereby provide an undertaking to the Scottish Rugby 
Union that the full grant amount will only be used to support ongoing Club rugby 
related operations, will not be used to fund any player transfer fees prior to the end 
of the 2020/21 season, and will not be withdrawn from clubs by Owners or Directors. 

The Club otherwise agrees to be bound by the terms set out in the Offer of Grant 
between the Scottish Ministers and the Scottish Rugby Union dated 20 January 
2021. 

Failure to comply to the terms as noted above will result in the full grant amount 
being returned to the Scottish Rugby Union. 

A grant approval form for completion by Rugby Clubs (on the onward disbursal of 
funding) is included overleaf. 
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Scottish Government – grant approval pro-forma for completion by Rugby 
Clubs and to be held by the Scottish Rugby Union 

Name of Club; 

By signing this document the Club agree to the following grant conditions: 

Clubs receiving funding hereby provide an undertaking to the Scottish Rugby Union 
that:  

 the full grant amount will only be used to support ongoing Club rugby related
operations;

 will not be used to fund any player transfer fees prior to the end of the
2020/21 season; and

 will not be withdrawn from clubs by Owners or Directors.

The Club otherwise agrees to be bound by the terms set out in the Offer of Grant 
between the Scottish Ministers and the Scottish Rugby Union dated xxx. 

Failure to comply to the terms as noted above will result in the full grant amount 
being returned to the Scottish Rugby Union. 

Name of designated Club Signatory; 

Position within club;  

Signature;  

Date;  
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PART 2: PAYMENT OF GRANT 

1. The total Grant of up to £15,000,000 (fifteen million) shall be payable by the
Scottish Ministers to the Grantee in one instalment on receipt of a completed claim for
Grant in the form set out in Schedule 2 together with the associated monitoring
information set out in paragraph 4.1 of the Offer of Grant.

2. The total Grant shall be payable over the financial year 2020/21. The Scottish
Ministers shall not be bound to pay any instalment of the Grant, which has not been
claimed by the Grantee by 31 March 2021 of the applicable financial year, unless
otherwise agreed in writing by the Scottish Ministers.

3. Any change to the profile or to the overall costs of the Project shall be notified to
the Scottish Ministers at the earliest opportunity via the claims for Grant and monitoring
reports.

4. Each claim shall be for an amount equal to the actual reasonable and proper costs
and expenses incurred by the Grantee in connection with the Project since the
submission by it of the last claim for an instalment of the Grant.

5. Each claim shall be submitted together with such explanatory or supplementary
material as the Scottish Ministers may from time to time require whether before or after
submission of the claim.

6. On receipt of each claim (and any required documentation and information), the
Scottish Ministers shall determine the amount of expenditure which they consider the
Grantee has reasonably and properly incurred in connection with the Project having
regard to that claim. The determination shall be based on the information provided by the
Grantee in accordance with this Schedule. The Scottish Ministers shall use their best
endeavours (but shall be under no obligation or duty) to pay the amount determined to the
Grantee within 2 weeks of receiving a claim and any required documentation and
information relevant to the claim.

7. In order to facilitate the accrual of expenditure of the Grant for the financial year
the Grantee shall, where appropriate, advise the Scottish Ministers in writing by third
working day in April the amount of the Grant actually expended up to and including 31
March 2021.
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SCHEDULE 2 

GRANT CLAIM FORM 

Organisation:  

Bank details:  

Project:  

Total agreed grant for:  

Latest forecast of expenditure of grant for: 

Grant claimed to date:  

We hereby claim            grant of           in respect of the above period in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of the offer of Grant dated and the Schedules 
attached thereto. 

Completed by: 

Position:  

Contact Details:  

Date:  

Items of Expenditure 

A B C D 

Item Amount (£) Paid 
Invoice 
[Y/N] 

Other (please specify, 
e.g. certificate of 
payment in kind) 

TOTAL* 

* Note the total should add up to the total expenditure claimed for the period.
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SCHEDULE 3 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS OF GRANT 

Scottish Rugby Union 

This is to confirm that the grant claimed by Scottish Rugby Union in relation to the 
above Project during the financial year ended 31 March 2021 was properly due and 
was used for its intended purpose(s) in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
the Grant. The records of Scottish Rugby Union support this statement. 

Signed: 

Name in block capitals: 

Position: 

Date:  
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SCHEDULE 4 

DEFINITIONS 

“Agreement” means the agreement constituted by the Scottish Ministers’ invitation to apply 
for a grant, the Grantee’s Application, these Conditions and the Grantee’s acceptance of 
these Conditions; 

“Conditions” means these grant conditions; 

“Data Protection Laws” means any law, statute, subordinate legislation, regulation, order, 
mandatory guidance or code of practice, judgment of a relevant court of law, or directives 
or requirements of any regulatory body including the Data Protection Act 1998, the Data 
Protection Act 2018 and any statutory modification or re-enactment thereof and the UK 
GDPR. 

“Default” means: 
a) Any breach of the obligations of either party under this Agreement (including, but not

limited to, any breach of any undertaking or warranty given under or in terms of this
Agreement);

b) Any failure to perform or the negligent performance of any obligation under this
Agreement;

c) Any breach of any legislation; or
d) Any negligence or negligent or fraudulent miss-statement or misappropriation of

Grant, or any other default,

In all cases by either party, its employees, agents or representatives; 

“Financial Year” means a period from 1 April in one year until 31 March in the next; 

“Grant” means the grant offered by the Scottish Ministers to the Grantee as specified in the 
Award Letter, as varied from time to time in accordance with these Conditions; 

“Grantee” means the person, organisation or body to which the Grant will be payable as 
specified in these Conditions. Where two or more persons, organisations or bodies are the 
Grantee, references to the “Grantee” are to those persons, organisations or bodies 
collectively and their obligations under the Agreement are undertaken jointly and severally; 

“Intellectual Property Rights” means all copyright, patent, trademark, design right, 
database right and any other right in the nature of intellectual property whether or not 
registered, in any materials or works in whatever form (including but not limited to any 
materials stored in or made available by means of an information technology system and 
the computer software relating thereto) which are created, produced or generated as part 
of the Project by or on behalf of the Grantee.  

 “Project/Programme” means the purpose for which the Grant has been awarded as 
described in the Offer of Grant; 

“Payment” means each of the payments specified in Schedule 1 hereto. 

“Subsidy Control” means any rule, regulation or guideline relating to the control and 
regulation of subsidies arising from the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement as it 
applies to domestic law by virtue of section 29 of the European Union Future Relationship 
Act 2020 and other applicable domestic and international subsidies control obligations. 
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“Third Party Beneficiary” means the person, organisation or body (other than the 
Grantee) in receipt of Grant funds as part of the Project. 

“UK GDPR” means Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 27th April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing 
of personal data and on the free movement of such data (General Data Protection 
Regulation) as it forms part of the law of England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 
by virtue of section 3 of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018. 
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