
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 08 May 2020 10:05 
To: [Redacted] 
Cc: SAC Stranding <Stranding@sruc.ac.uk> 
Subject: RE: Seal Carcass 
 

Good morning [Redacted], 
 
That does sound quite challenging indeed; hopefully the situation will soon stabilise, allowing for children to go back to school at least… 
 
There have been another two shot seals reported since my last email (one again on Shetland, the other in Loch Linnhe which [Redacted] forwarded to you 
already). Neither had photos of the carcase, though one underwater photo of a seal pulling a fish at a net was provided (photo attached). Would you like us 
to forward each individual report to you, or is a “weekly summary” for the weeks we get shot seals reported easier? Just let us know what works. 
 
Summary of all four cases that have been reported since 30-04-2020 at the bottom of this email.  
 
Take care, and have a lovely weekend when it comes. 
 
Cheers, 
[Redacted] 
 

M ref Date shot 
Date 
reported What Certain? Location 

Local 
Authority Gridref Photos Comments 

M226/20 30/04/2020 01/05/2020 Grey seal No 

Vidlin, 
Scottish 
Sea Farms 
Limited Shetland HU485676 no 

Shot under licence Scottish Sea 
Farms Limited. Carcase sank 
before photos were taken. 
Reported to MS 

M228/20 03/05/2020 04/05/2020 Grey seal No 

Swarta 
Skerry, 
Scottish 
Sea Farms 
Limited Shetland HU473623 no 

Shot under licence Scottish Sea 
Farms Limited. Carcase sank 
before photos were taken. 
Reported to MS 
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M230/20 04/05/2020 05/05/2020 Grey seal No 

Vidlin, 
Scottish 
Sea Farms 
Limited Shetland HU485676 

yes (ish, 
alive - 
attached) 

Shot under licence Scottish Sea 
Farms Limited. Carcase sank 
before photos were taken. 
Reported to MS 

M233/20 05/05/2020 07/05/2020 Grey seal No 

Loch 
Linnhe, 
Scottish 
Sea Farms 
Limited 

Argyll & 
Bute 

NM 82199 
40801 no 

Shot under licence Scottish Sea 
Farms Limited. Carcase sank 
before photos were taken. 
Reported to MS 

 
 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 07 May 2020 22:18 
To: [Redacted] 
Subject: RE: Seal Carcass 
 

Good evening [Redacted] 
[Redacted] I hope that you are well. 

 

Thank you so much for providing this information. It would be really helpful to continue to have sight of these reports in moving 
forward, including any update on whether photographs are provided. 
 
Take care and hope to catch up in the not too distant future. 

 
Best wishes 
 
[Redacted] 

 
 

 
From: [Redacted]Sent: 04 May 2020 13:41 
To: [Redacted] 



Cc: SAC Stranding <Stranding@sruc.ac.uk> 
Subject: FW: Seal Carcass 
 

Hi [Redacted], 
  
I hope you are well and coping with these rather strange circumstances. 
  
Following your conversation with [Redacted]about seals shot under licence, we have had two seals reported from Scottish Sea Farms on Shetland last week. 
I understand they have been reported to Marine Scotland already, but just for your information and to show you how these data get reported to us, please 
see data and (one of) the email(s) below. 
  

1. 1 reported Grey seal (no photos), Vidlin HU 485676 , on 30/04/2020. Shot and carcase sank, no more data.  

2. 1 reported Grey seal (no photos), Swarta Skerry HU 473623, on 3/05/2020. Shot and carcase sank, no more data.  

  
As you can see in the email below, we have requested them to try and make sure they get some photographs of the shot seals so we can at least confirm 
the species next time. 
  
Hopefully this is useful. 
Hope you are well, take care, speak soon. 
  
Cheers, 
[Redacted]  
[Redacted] Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme 
Department of Veterinary and Animal Science 
Northern Faculty, SRUC 
An Lòchran 
10 Inverness Campus 
Inverness, IV2 5NA 
www.strandings.org 

[Redacted] 
  
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 04 May 2020 11:09 
To: [Redacted]SAC Stranding <Stranding@sruc.ac.uk> 
Subject: RE: Seal Carcass 
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http://www.strandings.org/
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Hiya, 
  
My mistake the grid reference for Swarta Skerry is - HU473623. 
  
I have encouraged all site managers to take photos prior to a cull and will continue to do so.  
  
Kind Regards, 
[Redacted]  
  
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: Monday, 4 May 2020 10:33 am 
To: [Redacted]SAC Stranding <Stranding@sruc.ac.uk> 
Subject: RE: Seal Carcass 

  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify with the sender and know the content is safe. If 

in doubt please forward to ITSUPPORT@scottishseafarms.com 

  

Dear[Redacted], 
  
Thank you for this report, as well as the report of the seal that was shot at Vidlin on the 30 th April 2020. 
  

The same grid reference is listed for both reports (HU485 676) which is at Vidlin. Would you be able to provide us with an new grid reference for this s eal at Swarta Skerry 
when you get a moment please? 
  

I do appreciate the at sea conditions make it difficult especially when carcases sink, but if every attempt could be made to get some photographs of the shot seals so we can at 
least confirm the species next time that would be greatly appreciated. 

  
Many thanks again, hope you are well, speak soon. 
  

Cheers, 

[Redacted]  
[Redacted] 
Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme 
Department of Veterinary and Animal Science 
Northern Faculty, SRUC 

mailto:Stranding@sruc.ac.uk
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An Lòchran 
10 Inverness Campus 
Inverness, IV2 5NA 

[Redacted] [Redacted]  
  

From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 04 May 2020 10:09 
To: SAC Stranding <Stranding@sruc.ac.uk> 
Subject: Seal Carcass 

  
[NOTE] This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender email 
address and know the content is safe. 

 
  
Hi there,  

  
I am writing to inform you of a seal carcass at Swarta Skerry (Grid Reference - HU485676) on 03/05/2020. 
  

1 Grey seal was culled using a single shot to the head by a licenced marksman – this has been reported to Marine Scotland and RSPCA. 
  

Unfortunately there are no photos available. 
  
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 

  
Kind Regards, 
  

[Redacted]Scottish Sea Farms Limited 

Scapa Regional Office, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1SD 

[Redacted]  

 
  

 

This email and any files transmitted with it are 'confidential' and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. The unathorised use, disclosure, copying or alteration of 
this message is 'strictly' forbidden. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender and Scottish Sea Farms postmaster; itsupport@scottishseafarms.com. 
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We may monitor all communications through our network. If you contact us, we may store your name and address to facilitate communication with you. 

Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where the message explicitly states otherwise. 

We take reasonable precautions to ensure our communications are virus free. However, we cannot accept responsibility for any virus transmitted by us and recommend that you subject your own 
communications to virus checking procedures. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses, spam and other unacceptable content. 

Scottish Sea Farms  


Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.  

This e-mail message is confidential to the intended recipient at the email address to which it has been addressed. If the message has been received by you in 
error, it may not be disclosed to or used by anyone other than the intended addressee, nor may it be copied in any way. If it is not intended for you please 
inform us, immediately, then delete it from your system. If the content is not about the business of the organisation then the message is not from us nor is it 
sanctioned by us. Anything in this e-mail or its attachments which does not relate to SRUC's or SAC Commercial Limited's official business is neither given 
nor endorsed by SRUC or SAC Commercial Limited.  
SRUC  
A Charitable company limited by guarantee, Scottish Charity Number: SC003712.  

Registered in Scotland, Company Number: SC103046 - Registered Office: Peter Wilson Building, King’s Buildings, West Mains Road, Edinburgh EH9 3JG  
SAC Commercial Limited, an SRUC company  

Registered in Scotland, Company Number: SC148684 - Registered Office: Peter Wilson Building, King’s Buildings, West Mains Road, Edinburgh EH9 3JG  
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From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 04 February 2020 12:17 
To: [Redacted] [Redacted] 
Subject: RE: Reporting of seals 
 

Hi [Redacted], 
Here you go. 
  

[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
2020 as of today 04/02/20 five all grey seals 3 confirmed with photos and all fish farms.  
  
  
Cheers 
  

[Redacted]  
  

[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme, 
SRUC Northern Faculty, 
An Lòchran, Inverness Campus,  
Inverness 
Scotland  
IV2 5NA   

[Redacted] 
[Redacted]  
www.strandings.org 
 

  
  
  
  

From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 03 February 2020 13:53 

To: [Redacted] [Redacted] 
Subject: Reporting of seals 
  
[NOTE] This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender email address and know the content is safe.  

 
  

[Redacted] [Redacted], 

  

good afternoon, I hope that you are both well.  

  
I just have a quick query. How many seal management cases have you had over the 
last five years, preferably by years and whether they were at fisheries or fish farms? 

  
Many thanks in advance. 
  

http://www.strandings.org/


Best wishes, [Redacted] 

  
  
[Redacted] 
Marine Scotland – Marine Planning and Policy  
Scottish Government | Area 1A South | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ  

  

[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
w: www.gov.scot/Topics/marine      
  
Work pattern: Monday to Thursday 
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From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 03 February 2020 16:49 
To: [Redacted] 
Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted] 
Subject: RE: Seal shot at Poolewe 
 
[Redacted] 

Thanks for this. 
 
The information has been added to the Marine Scotland Intelligence Database 

(MSID ref 3005055) with instruction that it be forwarded to NWCU. 
 
If you – or anyone else copied here - receive any further information then please 
pass on to me. 

 
Thanks 
 
[Redacted] 

 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 03 February 2020 15:32 
To: [Redacted] 
Cc: [Redacted] [Redacted] 
Subject: Seal shot at Poolewe 
 
Hi [Redacted], 
 
As discussed regarding the seal shot at Poolewe – MSLOT have advised that this was not 
carried out under the seal licence and should be reported to the police wildlife crime unit. MS 
LOT have also said for recording purposes it should be entered into MSIR which you said 
you were happy to do. 
 
I’ve attached the two emails that [Redacted] sent to the SSPCA (the fish farm are also copied 
into the email), the most recent email today includes photos of a wound on the rear flipper. 
I’ve also included the email from [Redacted] (MS LOT) to say this case is to be forwarded on 

to the police. 
 
I’ve cc’d [Redacted] who I contacted to see if this was something reported to MS LOT at the 
time – from the sounds of it, there was a phone call made to LOT to ask if shooting the seal 
would count towards their seal licence, but were told it would not if it was a shoot ing for 
alleviating suffering. [Redacted]– please correct this if I misunderstood what you said on 

Friday.  
 
I will contact [Redacted] and ask him to forward any response he receives to the emails he 

has sent and for him to not engage further as this is being dealt with.  
 
Best wishes 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted]  



[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
| Marine Planning and Policy  
Scottish Government | Area GB North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ  
 
T: [Redacted] 
M: [Redacted] 
E: [Redacted] 
W: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine 
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exposed bone and if it was the case then the animal 
should be euthanized and was surprised that the animal 
was actually shot rather than put to sleep. The animal 
welfare officer had  provided the following advice to 
MOWI “ After forwarding the photos to our vets at the 
wildlife centre they can confirm that the seal has a 
substantial wound to its rear flipper and on welfare 
grounds would need to be put to sleep as soon as 
practicality possible.” 
 
The fish farm had taken steps to seek advice and have 
followed what they thought to be expert advice and shot 
the animal as no local vets were available . 
 

 
 

06/02/2020 
10:32:22 

msir Live marking removed.  

 

Disclaimer 
Treat personal data with care.  Keep secure. Do not pass on personal 

information to unauthorised persons. 
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