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Dear Steven,
 
On behalf of the First Minister, I would like to express my most sincere thanks to you for your letter of
17 September 2020. 

As I understand it, in your letter you wish to highlight the result of the vote on pursuing options for self-
determination for Shetland, and wish to discuss options for further autonomy for Shetland with the
Scottish Government.

The vote in favour of the motion to pursue options for self-determination is undoubtedly a significant
event, and has understandably generated a high level of interest in the ambition of Shetland.
 
Whilst the Islands (Scotland) Act 2018 introduces a number of measures to support and enhance local
decision making such as the Additional Powers Request (Scotland) Regulations 2019, we understand
that you wish to conduct extensive research into the most attractive future model of autonomy for
Shetland and would welcome an update in due course.

As I am sure you understand, the immediate priority for the First Minister and members of the Cabinet
is the response to, and recovery from, the extraordinary impact of COVID-19. 
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However, I have instructed officials to identify a suitable time for a meeting involving Shetland Islands
Council, the Minister for Europe and International Development, Jenny Gilruth, and myself as Minister
for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands.
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAUL WHEELHOUSE
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