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From:  on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
Sent: 24 December 2020 11:14
To: ; Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
Cc: Minister for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands; Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform; Cabinet 

Secretary for Rural Economy and Tourism; zzzMinister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment; Minister for Business, Fair Work and 
Skills; Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning; DG Economy; DG Scottish Exchequer Mailbox; Energy and Climate Change - 
Business Management; Hogg A (Andrew); ; ; ; ; ; 

; ; McCaig C (Callum); Communications Economy; Cabinet Secretary for Finance; Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy, Fair Work and Culture; Ferrie S (Scott); 

Subject: Determination under s36 of the Electricity Act for North Lowther Energy Initiative Wind Farm 

  
 
Mr Matheson is content with the recommendation to Refuse the application for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity act 1989. 
 
Many thanks  
 

 
 | Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity – Michael Matheson 

Scottish Government | St Andrews’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | Tel:  | Mob: | Email: 
CabSecTIC@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a 
note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From:    
Sent: 16 December 2020 16:11 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity <CabSecTIC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands <MinisterECI@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
<CabSecECCLR@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy and Tourism <CabSecRET@gov.scot>; Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment 

[redacted]

[redacted] [redacted] [redacted] [redacted] [redacted]
[redacted] [redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]
[redacted] [redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]
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<MinisterRANE@gov.scot>; Minister for Business, Fair Work and Skills <MinisterBFWS@gov.scot>; Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning 
<MinisterLGHP@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; DG Scottish Exchequer Mailbox <DGScottishExchequer@gov.scot>; Energy and Climate Change ‐ 
Business Management <ECCBMU@gov.scot>; Hogg A (Andrew) <Andrew.Hogg@gov.scot>;  ;   

;  ;  ;   
;  ;  ; McCaig C (Callum) 

<Callum.Mccaig@gov.scot>; Communications Economy <CommunicationsEconomy@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Finance <CabSecFinance@gov.scot>; Cabinet 
Secretary for Economy, Fair Work and Culture <CabSecEFWC@gov.scot>; Ferrie S (Scott) <Scott.Ferrie@gov.scot>;   

 
Subject: Determination under s36 of the Electricity Act for North Lowther Energy Initiative Wind Farm  
 
PO/Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
 
APPLICATION FOR CONSENT AND DEEMED PLANNING PERMISSION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF NORTH 
LOWTHER ENERGY INITIATIVE WIND FARM 
 
Please see attached for your consideration, a submission and draft decision letter in relation to an application made by North Lowther Energy 
Initiative Limited for section 36 consent for the proposed North Lowther Initiative Wind Farm. 
 
The Application proposed a wind powered electricity generating station with an expected installed generating capacity over 50 megawatts 
(expected to be around 147 megawatts) comprising of 35 wind turbines with a maximum blade to tip height of 149 metres.  On 28 April 2018 the 
Application was amended to comprise 30 wind turbines with a maximum blade to tip height of 149 metres.   The proposed development was to 
be located on land approximately 5km south of Crawfordjohn, 2km north–east of Sanquhar and 2km west of Wanlockhead, within the planning 
authority area of Dumfries & Galloway Council.   
 
The development is sited within the South Scotland parliamentary region. On this basis, officials recommend that the Minister for Energy, 
Connectivity and the Islands does not take part in the decision-making process.  
 
The application was subject to a Public Local Inquiry, the final Report from which is also attached.  The recommendation is to refuse consent for 
the application. 
 
If you have queries regarding this email or any of the attachments please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

[redacted] [redacted]
[redacted] [redacted] [redacted] [redacted]
[redacted] [redacted] [redacted]

[redacted]
[redacted]

[redacted]
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 | Team Leader | Energy Consents Unit 
Scottish Government | :  |  |:   
To view our current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot  
To read the Energy Consents Unit’s privacy notice on how personal information is used, please visit http://www.energyconsents.scot/Documentation.aspx 
 
 

[redacted]
[redacted] [redacted] [redacted]



From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: North Lowther Energy Initiative wind farm - issue of detemination
Date: 08 January 2021 09:45:36
Attachments:

Debbie I have made the changes suggested below by Ruth and have pp signed
the attached letter on behalf of Alan.  Happy for it to be released.

Many thanks

 

 | Team Leader | Energy Consents Unit
Scottish Government | ':  |  |*: 
To view our current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot
To read the Energy Consents Unit’s privacy notice on how personal information is used, please visit
http://www.energyconsents.scot/Documentation.aspx

_____________________________________________
From: 
Sent: 07 January 2021 18:14
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: North Lowther Energy Initiative wind farm - issue of detemination

A couple of points on the final letter for you to consider.  Content for you to
consider the points below and thereafter issue the decision letter.

Under Environmental Matters on page 8 it states the following. I would suggest
and including ‘representations’ to ensure that they have been considered.  (see
red text).  In the para below ‘Main Determining Issue’ (page 8), the word ‘third
parties’ is included, equally, representations could be changed to ‘third parties’ in
the text below.

The Scottish Ministers have considered fully and carefully the Application,
including the Environmental Statement, the FEI, the Supplementary Information,
consultation responses, representations, the findings, conclusions and
recommendation of the inquiry Report and all other material information and, are
satisfied that the environmental impacts of the proposed Development have been
assessed and have taken the environmental information into account when
reaching their decision.

Also on page 8 within the bullet points – the 3rd bullet point lists national planning
policy, the LDP and other relevant guidance. I would suggest that national energy

[redacted]
[redacted]
[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted] [redacted] [redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]



policy is listed here too.  National energy policy is referenced on page 9 as a
consideration in the decision.  It could be included under other relevant guidance
but given the importance on this aspect, it may be this could be listed.

Thanks

 | Team Leader | Energy Consents Unit 

The Scottish Government |  |  | 

_____________________________________________
From: 
Sent: 07 January 2021 16:55
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: FW: North Lowther Energy Initiative wind farm - issue of detemination

Could you have a look over the decision letter please – I’m going sign off in Alan’s
absence to avoid holding it up any longer.

Thanks!

 | Team Leader | Energy Consents Unit
Scottish Government | ':  |  |*: 
To view our current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot
To read the Energy Consents Unit’s privacy notice on how personal information is used, please visit
http://www.energyconsents.scot/Documentation.aspx

_____________________________________________
From: 
Sent: 07 January 2021 16:21
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: North Lowther Energy Initiative wind farm - issue of detemination

Please see attached final decision letter for North Lowther wind farm determined as a refusal. Please
review for issue tomorrow (AM) and I wasn’t sure if you wish to add your electronic signature for
the applican’sts copy or just have “redacted” for publication?

 

 << File: Determination - North Lowther Energy Initiative - Decision Letter.docx >>  << File:
NLEI - PI report  FINAL.pdf >>

All markings have been lifted from both documents.  I will PDF the decision letter for publication on

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted] [redacted] [redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted] [redacted] [redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]

[redacted]



receipt your response.

Thanks

 | Consents Manager | Energy Consents Unit

The Scottish Government, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU

M:  W:  | 

To view our current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot

[redacted]

[redacted][redacted] [redacted]








