
Correspondent: 
 

Call on ERC, SUSTRANS and Transport Scotland, to halt the removal of lanes and parking spaces along the 
length of Fenwick Road, Giffnock, as part of the Safer Spaces for People initiative. 
Local business owners have supported the public health measures which have kept them, their staff and their 

customers safe during this pandemic.  They have adopted in their premises all the recommended safety measures 
and have accepted the restrictions or temporary closure of their premises as restriction levels have fluctuated. If 
the proposals to remove all on-street parking the entire length of Fenwick Road progress, businesses in the area 

which have struggled to survive will be lost.  
The proposals put forward for Fenwick Road call for the creation of physically separated cycle lanes on both 

sides.  All parking places, both on the inside lanes and in recessed parking bays, is to become inaccessible.  The 
certain result will be the cessation of all parking on Fenwick Road.  
The streets immediately off Fenwick Road are entirely residential and, typically for their age, are narrow and not 

designed to cope with the high levels of modern resident vehicle parking, much less that of people coming to visit 
commercial premises on the main road. The effective result if the remainder of the proposed changes go ahead 
will not be parking displacement to these streets; it will be displacement of patrons to other commercial centres.  

This will have a knock-on effect on the immediate residents around Fenwick Rd, mainly elderly and of restricted 
mobility, who walk to shops and other premises, but will not be able to patronise a business which has shuttered.    

The proposals are intended to improve safety in response to the pandemic but will have a minimal public health 
effect, at best.  They call for a designated cycle lane on the road, and the section already completed is clearly 
marked for cycles only.  Thus, pedestrians will continue to have only the current pavement to walk, so no 

improvement in social distancing for them will be possible.  Equally, the small number of cyclists who use 
Fenwick Rd are already able to use the roadway, without any loss of parking or restriction to the carriageway. 
Further, large sections of Fenwick Road, notably the areas furthest from retail premises, see modest foot traffic, 

while the majority of patrons of commercial premises arrive in their vehicles. This is also well known to be the 
area with the highest vehicle ownership levels in Scotland; people who cannot park to access shops and local 

services will not come by foot; they will drive on to areas where parking is still permitted.  
Further, the proposal is to have these “temporary” measures in place for 18 months. The worst current scenario 
predicting the course of the pandemic does not suggest a need for extreme measures for more than a fraction of 

that timescale.  The BID Committee is mindful that a proposal within the local authority some years ago for cycle 
lanes on Fenwick Road was successfully resisted at the time and cannot help but wonder about its resurrection, 
and that months after such measures have been implemented in other local authority areas. We also note that no 

measures are proposed for any other main public areas within East Renfrewshire, and particularly that none are 
proposed for the many areas where concentrations of pedestrians are common, such as Main St and Cross Arthurlie 

St in Barrhead. The proposal for Ayr Rd represents no genuine change to its operation and is another area where 
pedestrian traffic is minimal.   
Taken together, it is fair to say the only social distancing these proposals will create is not from creating extra 

space but by triggering a decline in the numbers of people who will visit the area entirely.  
The result of that will be closed businesses.  Those voids will not simply be replaced when the pandemic abates. 
There will be job losses, damage to the area economy, and local people will have fewer facilities and less amenity 

in their neighbourhood.  
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 6 January to Transport Scotland regarding Spaces for 
People changes in Giffnock.  My team has policy responsibility for the programme 

and I have been asked to respond to you. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 

authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ 
fund which enables them to put in place temporary measures such as pop-up cycle 
lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically distance.   
 

The Scottish Government, in consideration of the rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and beyond, and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 



supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities 

themselves are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the 
early design and public engagement through to implementation.   
 
I note that you have already contacted ERC asking for their views on this. 
 
  



 
 



 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 17 December to the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Connectivity regarding the new cycle path at Aberdeen.  My team 
has policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been 
asked to respond to you.   

 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 
authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ 

fund.  This enables local authorities to protect public health by putting in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   
 

The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 
cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, has 
been supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to 
make adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain 

vehicles or reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 

recognise that each will have different issues and priorities and each local authorities 
is responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes in their area.   
 
The local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, 

from the early design and public engagement through to quick implementation, and 
local authorities do continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes and amend these where appropriate. 
 

I recommend that you contact Aberdeen CC to discuss your concerns. 
 
 
  



Dear Sir, 
 
I appreciate the proposal above is an attempt to keep everyone safe and encourage people to be 
more active with potential health benefits, and at the same time caring for the environment, 
however there is an issue of safety you have not considered. The safety of those families who live 
on Ayr Road. 
 
These initiatives are close to my heart, both as a fit retired health care professional who cycles 
and who is passionate about protecting our own local environment as the first important step to 
influence a positive impact on global environmental issues. 
 
However, WE need to review all the pros and cons with regards to what will in fact be achieved 
with your propasal for an Ayr Road pop-up bike and roll lane. 
When I say "WE" I mean all the residents of Ayr Road and the group (East Renfrewshire Council, 
Transport Scotland and sustrans) who has brought this proposal forward and notified the 
residents of Ayr Road only yesterday via a little leaflet posted through the letterbox with all the 
other junk mail. 
 

 and have seen many changes 
which have not all been beneficial, and WE deserve the right this time to be included in the 
consultation process to help improve life for everyone who lives here and shares this fragile 
environment in Newton Mearns, East Renfrewshire. 
 
This proposal is too important to abdicate responsibility to anyone who is not fully informed on 
the current situation nor prepared to hear what the people who genuinely care about the local 
environment have to say. This proposal has to work safely for all concerned. 
 
Ayr Road (A77) is a through road to Stranraer via Ayrshire, formerly known as a Trunk Road, 
however it is more than that. 
Ayr Road is a residential road first and foremost, with family homes on both sides from Eastwood 
Toll to the ever-extending perimeter of Newton Mearns at Malletsheugh. 
These homes are filled with family members, old and young, whose lives matter too. Their safety 
is as important as anyone elses. 
 
Ayr Road is not just for through traffic and packs of cycling club members using Ayr Road as a 
racing / training track.  
The majority of these cyclists show total disregard for those families trying to live safely and 
healthily on an increasingly busy road. 
These same families often have to put their own children's bikes into the boot of the car to go to 
Roukenglen Park for family time together outdoors in safety, because our local park (Crookfur) 
has been a building site all year, sorely neglected and it's current condition is like a quagmire.  
 
There have been so many road traffic accidents on Ayr Road recently, you only need to look at 
how many garden walls have been smashed down as they stop vehicles coming through into the 
garden or worse still, into the house itself. 
  
However, the number of near misses with cyclists who feel entitled to speed to the limit, 
particularly downhill and over the mini-roundabout at the junction with Crookfur Road, is almost 
an everyday occurance, particularly when residents try to turn into or exit from their own 
driveways. 
 
Entering  and exiting your own driveway is made even more precarious when other vehicles are 
parked up on the pavement, sometimes for hours on end just to keep the cycle lane free.  
These vehicles obstruct the view to make that manoeuvre safely and also make it difficult for 
pedestrians to pass on the pavement, especially with a wheelchair, mobility scooter or pram. 
It is as if the cycle lane takes precedence over pedestrians on the pavement.  
 



People simply standing waiting for the bus at the bus stop often block a clear view beyond them 
and the bus shelter, and as you edge out of your driveway cyclists appear out of nowhere so 
quickly it's disconcerting.  
These cyclists can be very abusive too, always ready to aggressively blame the driver and not to 
take responsibility for their own actions. 
 
Also just to point out the obvious, even the houses on Ayr Road require a delivery, bin collection, 
an ambulance, the doctor, nurse, carer and tradesmen at some time of the day, which needs to 
be taken into consideration when putting barriers to access in place. 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
the cyclists are 

often aggressive towards us, believing they are entitled to the exclusive use of the cycle lane so 
the less confrontation with them the better. 
 
The leaflet posted through our letterbox today from ERC, sustrans and Transport Scotland states, 
"Work on a temporary protected bike and roll corridor on Ayr Road will commence on Monday 
7th December 2020". 
 
Has any condiseration been given to how residents are going to cope with another hazard on 
their doorstep? 
 
I would be grateful to be given the opportunity to discuss what impact this is going to have on the 
safety of Ayr Road residents and invite you, or whoever you appoint as most appropriate body to 
handle our concerns, to e mail me at your earliest convenience, as time is not on our side with a 
start date of 7th December to be able to have any input to the long-term outcome of this ill-
thought-through proposal.  
 
 
Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 4 December to Transport Scotland regarding the 
proposed Temporary Cycling Infrastructure at Newton Mearns.  My team has policy 
responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.   

 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 and therefore the matters you have raised are for 
East Renfrewshire Council to respond on; I note that they have also been sent this e 

mail.  The Scottish Government has supported local authorities to respond to the 
Covid-19 emergency through the temporary ‘Spaces for People’ fund which enables 
local authorities to put in place the temporary measures you note such as pop-up 
cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically distance.   

 



Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Many local authorities 

are delivering the changes using the existing powers of Temporary Traffic Regulation 
Orders.  The Scottish Government has issued Guidance on Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Orders (TTROs) in direct response to the COVID-19 emergency pointing 
out that local transport authorities can act quickly to put in place these public health 

measures. 
 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and beyond, and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 

supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
 
  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


 
 

 

 
  



 



 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 

 
Thank you for your e-mail of 18 November to the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Connectivity regarding the proposed Temporary Cycling 
Infrastructure at Duddingston Road in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility 

for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.   
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 and therefore the matters you have raised are for 

City fo Edinburgh Council to respond on.  The Scottish Government has supported 
local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the temporary 
‘Spaces for People’ fund which enables local authorities to put in place the 
temporary measures you note such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to 

allow people to physically distance.   
 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 

recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Many local authorities 
are delivering the changes using the existing powers of Temporary Traffic Regulation 
Orders.  The Scottish Government has issued Guidance on Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Orders (TTROs) in direct response to the COVID-19 emergency pointing 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


out that local transport authorities can act quickly to put in place these public health 
measures. 
 

The Scottish Government, in consideration of the rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and beyond, and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 

reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
As you mention, these changes delivered under a TTRO which can last up to 18 
months.  Any proposals to make these changes permanent will need to undertake 

full consultation as part of the full Traffic Regulation Order process. 
  



 

Although funds for this scheme were probably given to the devolved parliament for 
distribution perhaps the minister should carefully consider whether to provide any 

more funds to Scotland for these schemes. The SNP council in Edinburgh are 
ruining the city and trying to push through LTNs without any consultation and the 
First minister has failed to intervene despite questions being asked in the Scottish 
parliament.  Below is the link to the self-funded residents group including a legal 

challenge to the proposals from the area in which I reside but there is fierce 
opposition throughout the city. 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 18 October to the Department for Transport regarding 
Spaces for People Funding.  Funding for Roads infrastructure is a devolved power 

for the Scottish Government.  My team has policy responsibility for the Spaces for 
People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.   
 
This Spaces for People fund was created as a response to the public health crisis 

and funding of £39 million has been provided to local authorities to deliver temporary 
walking and cycling infrastructure and enable safe physical distancing to protect 
public health.  This funding was repurposed from an existing cycling infrastructure 
fund (Places for Everyone) where projects had been paused.  No further funding is 

available for local authorities. 
 
Regards 
 

  



 
 

 

 
 

  



 

  



 
 

 



 

 



 
 
Scottish Government response: 

 
Thank you for your e-mail of 8 November to the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Connectivity regarding the proposed Temporary Cycling 
Infrastructure at Lanark Road in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility for the 

Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.   
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 

authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the temporary ‘Spaces for 
People’ fund which enables local authorities to put in place the temporary measures 
you note such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to 
physically distance.   

 
This Spaces for People fund was created as a response to the public health crisis 
and bids from local authorities have been assessed against the specific criteria to 
provide temporary walking and cycling infrastructure and enable safe physical 

distancing to protect public health, to support essential journeys, and to be delivered 
quickly. 
 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 

in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Many local authorities 
are delivering the changes using the existing powers of  Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Orders.  The Scottish Government has issued Guidance on Temporary 

Traffic Regulation Orders (TTROs) in direct response to the COVID-19 emergency 
pointing out that local transport authorities can act quickly to put in place these public 
health measures. 
 

The Scottish Government, in consideration of the rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and beyond, and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 

reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 
 

We recognise that many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward 
future plans on a temporary basis and that they are continuing to monitor and review 

these changes which can last up to 18 months.  Any proposals to make these 
changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the full Traffic 
Regulation Order process. 

 

Regards 
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 22 October to the First Minister regarding the proposed 
LTN at East Craigs.   
 
A response has been issued to Alex Cole-Hamilton MSP following his question in 

Parliament; I am not able to share this with you.  As mentioned previously to you, the 
decisions on this are for the local authority to make and these should be based on 
any advice they have received; we are not privy to the details of this.  The Scottish 
Government is not able to give you legal advice on this or other matters. 

 
 
  



 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your further letter to Scottish Ministers on 11 October.  A response to your 
original enquiry was issued on 16th September. 
  

One of the main points in the original response is that this is a matter for City of Edinburgh 
Council; it is not appropriate for Scottish Government to comment on a legal opinion on their 
proposals.  I do understand that CEC has also obtained further legal advice and will be 
making a decision based on that. 

 
Finally, a response has been issued to Alex Cole-Hamilton after he raised this issue at First 
Ministers Questions.  I am not able to share details of this. 
  



Dear Ministers, 

We are writing to you today in the hope that you can lend your support our campaign. 

Fife Council was awarded £2.4 million from the Spaces For People Fund, launched back in April. This 

fund was set up to help create safe spaces for people to walk, wheel, and cycle whilst  exercising and 

making essential trips during the height of the pandemic.  
 
Fife Council has spent that last 3 months deciding what to do with the money and despite pleas from the 

public and the business community to come up with a set of measures that not only ensure public  safety, 

but also ensure that businesses and the local economy continue to thrive. They have failed to deliver. 

Instead they have issued a set of ad hoc measures, which appear to pay lip service to social distancing, but 

with no clear consultation regarding the benefits to and the impact on the  local community and 

our economy. (To view the proposals  Click Here ) 
 
Our commercial centre is geographically compact, however the economy of St Andrews has a turnover of 

over  £670 million and accounts for nearly a third of all job growth across Fife. We generate over £280 

million in wages within the town and over £135 million in wages flowing out to the communities out with 

St Andrews. Our businesses are on their knees. We have suffered a few casualties so far resulting in 

business closures and job losses and we are currently at tipping point.  
 
We have watched as local authorities  have rolled out their Spaces For People Programmes across  Scotland. 

We have heard from businesses in Perth, with trading down 80%.  Businesses in Bruntsfield in 

Edinburgh have seen their sales drop by 25%. Suppliers have fed in anecdotally that in other areas of 

Scotland, including Elgin, North Berwick, and Haddington, where these programmes have been 

implemented businesses are already taking the hit.  
 
What makes many of our Scottish Towns thrive is the high percentage of independent businesses, selling 

and providing locally sourced products and services.  Customers need to be able to access towns to access 

these products, if these measures are implemented  there will be an immediate drop in footfall due to 

the access issues. Businesses have told us already that there will have to consider some very 

difficult choices which will ripple into the surrounding local communities and supply chains. 
 
Our businesses are fighting to stay open and keep people in jobs.  It is mainly the under 25's who work in 

retail and hospitality, the largest sectors in town, and this is the age group with the least amount of skills 

who will struggle to find work.  Both the UK Government and the Scottish Government have 

put employment as their top priority.  The way this programme is being delivered seems to at odds with 

these priorities.  
 
Whilst public safety must always be a priority, the measures being put into place in this instance are not 

ones which will impact the spread of covid in our town, and all they serve to do is push already struggling 

businesses further into the red. Not to mention the large proportion of elderly residents who will now be 

forced to shop out-with our thriving town centre.  
 
Questions must be asked as to why Fife Council is able to put in such huge alterations which will have 

such a massive impact on our town, without any form of needs assessment or consultation within the 

town? And given the timely nature of this, we must look to other towns and cities where this funding has 

already been spent, and learn from their mistakes before damaging our town economy, and to what end?   
 
This Fund was “ a new, temporary infrastructure programme in Scotland which offers funding and support 

to make it easier for people who chose to walk, cycle or wheel for essential trips and exercise during 

Covid-19” 
We are no longer in full lockdown, non-essential businesses are now open, and a town centre is not a 

suitable exercise space. We live in a county full of green space, beaches and hills perfect for fresh air and 

exercise.  

https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/roads,-travel-and-parking/roads-and-pavements/spaces-for-people/st-andrews-improvements


Why must Fife Council spend this funding in our town? And If they must, why will they not take on an y of 

our alternative suggestions on board, including town ambassadors/marshalls and 20mph speed restrictions.   
 
We ask for your help now before more of our businesses close their doors for good, and before more of our 

young people end up on benefits, with no skills, no experience and no future.  
 
For your information, please also find attached an Open Letter, sent to Fife Council,  from many of the 

disgruntled members of our business community. 
 
Thank you in advance for your attention to this urgent matter. 
 

 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 1 October to Scottish Ministers regarding Spaces for 

People changes in St Andrews.  My team has policy responsibility for the programme 
and I have been asked to respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we 
have had a lot of enquiries about Spaces for People. 
 

Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 
authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ 
fund which enables them to put in place temporary measures such as pop-up cycle 

lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically distance.   
 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and beyond, and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 

supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities 
themselves are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the 

early design and public engagement through to implementation.   
 
These temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance 
and keep them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is 

important in a period of rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of 
keeping infection levels as low as possible.   
 
  



 
I am writing to make you aware of concerns that MACS has over some aspects of the 
Spaces for People schemes funded by Transport Scotland and distributed to Local 

Authorities through Sustrans Scotland and the action we have taken in response to these 
concerns.  
 
MACS has received considerable evidence that disabled people are being disadvantaged 

by aspects of some schemes, please see the chief problems attached to this message as 
Appendix 1. This picture is informed not only by the experience of MACS members, but 
also from material supplied by many disability organisations and disabled people 
organisations, including Disability Equality Scotland, RNIB Scotland, Guide Dogs for the 

Blind and Access Panels.  
 
Disability Equality Scotland also found in a recent poll, of almost 500 respondents, that 
71% of respondents said that Spaces for People schemes had made it harder for them to 

get about their areas (10% said it had made it easier). We know too that the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission is becoming concerned at some aspects of some schemes, 
both UK wide and in Scotland. 
 

We back the aim of supporting physical distancing and encouraging safe walking, 
wheeling and cycling.  We also understand the need to discourage high volumes of traffic 
from returning to streets as lockdown is lifted (albeit we are aware these measures are 
subject to further change).  

However, levels of anxiety among disabled people and older people have risen 
significantly during the pandemic, and some aspects of the Spaces for People schemes 
appear to be contributing to the stress and anxiety of going out for many.  
 

We have been particularly concerned that local information about how Spaces for People 
schemes are affecting disabled people is not being gathered consistently. Moreover, the 
impacts of measures on disabled people are not being assessed adequately - as required 
by the Equality Act 2010 and the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED).   

 
We have therefore been liaising with Sustrans Scotland, SCOTS (the Society of Chief 
Officers of Transportation in Scotland) and Transport Scotland to emphasise that councils 
must carry out meaningful equality impact assessments on local schemes, and must 

collect and respond to reports of problems experienced by disabled people. Sustrans 
Scotland and Transport Scotland also have a key responsibility to monitor and influence 
schemes in the light of local feedback.  
 

We have met with all these bodies and a number of measures are being undertaken to 
address these issues including further surveys of Local Authorities and the promotion of 
webinars to share good practice.  MACS is also updating and expanding on the guidance 
we produced in May 2020.   

 
At the present time, there is no specific action that we would ask you to take, but I wanted 
to make you aware of the concerns, which have been raised and the action we have taken 
in response to them.  

 
Within MACS we have also begun considering if there would be merit in establishing 
some kind of temporary scheme to enhance disabled people’s mobility options.  One  of 



our early thoughts being, that TS could explore the potential to financially support 
demand responsive transport initiatives to reduce the customer costs and/or make it free 
and more affordable for those who currently cannot use public transport and are on low 

incomes. We would of course be very happy to contribute to the thinking on how this 
could work.  
 
We are particularly keen that all parties engage with local communities and conduct 

meaningful equality impact assessments that involve disabled people and/or their 
representatives.  Timely engagement has shown to help with early identification of 
barriers and challenges within projects as well as providing solutions to ensure projects 
deliver access and inclusion for all.  Evidence to date would suggest that inequalities have 

widened for disabled people with the introduction of active travel initiatives.  Given the 
major boost to funding for active travel over the next 5 years (as announced in this year’s 
Programme for Government) we are keen that we get the engagement and assessment 
process right. 

 
We are sure that the goals of encouraging active travel and inclusion are entirely 
compatible. To ensure that schemes and projects are carried out properly, early 
consideration of disabled people’s needs is essential. This can be achieved through early 

engagement and consultation with communities to establish and respond to their 
requirements, aligning with the ethos; “nothing about us, without us”.   
We feel that getting this step right is critical to the aspirations around the “20-minute 
neighbourhoods”, Place Principles, the Democracy Matters agenda and assisting with 

active travel targets to reduce transport emissions. 
 
Please let me know if we can be of further assistance. 
 

 

 

Attached (below): MACS, Concerns over ‘Spaces for People’ schemes 
  
Appendix One:  MACS: Concerns over ‘Spaces for People’ schemes 

There is significant evidence that disabled people are experiencing a 
disproportionately high level of stress and anxiety, both during lockdown, and as 
society and the economy starts to reopen. This is no doubt due to a number of 
factors, but unexpected change to travel options appears to play a significant part. 

Spaces for People initiatives appear to be contributing to this anxiety as people find 
that familiar streets, bus stops, parking arrangements etcetera have changed, often 
without notice, warning or consultation. Disability Equality Scotland carried out a 
survey on disabled people’s perceptions of Spaces for People schemes in 

September 2020, which attracted 484 responses and found that 71% of people 
reported that schemes had made it harder for them to get about.  

Based on feedback from a range of sources, we see the main problems as: 

 Lack of information on changes to travel and mobility –  for example; changes to 

street management, where to park, changes in public transport timetables, moving 
bus stops. 

 Ineffective consultation and communication methods - for example; because 
measures are introduced without publicity or documents, websites etcetera are 



not accessible to visually impaired (and don’t comply with web accessibility 
legislation). 

 Removal of parking options – for example; removal of ‘accessible parking bays’ 

and especially reduced options to park at curbside on single/double yellow lines 
as often permitted for Blue Badge holders. 

 Closing off vehicle access to certain roads and town centres. 

 Perceived risk of conflict/collision with cyclists - especially at ‘floating’ bus stops, 
temporary cycle ways, on shared paths and even pavements. 

 Concerns over the usability of traffic lights including silencing of audio sounds. 

 Pavement clutter - including positioning of A-boards, new and unexpected 

pavement café sprawl. 

 Closure of public toilets. 

 Insufficient places to stop and sit. 

 Routine pavement problems – for example; rutted surfaces/broken slabs, missing 

dropped curbs, pavements parking, signage clutter, hedges and obstructing bins 
including over dropped curbs etcetera. 

 Pavement parking, including in residential areas – for example; displaced cars 
due to street closures, more people working from home resulting in more vehicles 

being parked on pavements blocking safe routes for walking and wheeling.
 
 

 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e mail of 25 September regarding the Spaces for People fund 
and views on disabled people’s mobility options.   

 
I note the concerns being raised and I have been keen to stress that ongoing local 
engagement with communities is critical to ensuring the success of the schemes 
being delivered by local authorities.  I am pleased that MACS is continuing to support 

the delivery of Spaces for People, and to learn of the collaborative approach that is 
being taken by yourselves and stakeholders such as the Society for Chief Officers in 
Transport and Sustrans in providing further guidance for the local authorities who are 
managing these schemes.   

 
The Spaces for People programme remains a key priority in supporting safe physical 
distancing measures as we take necessary steps to stop the further spread of the 
virus across Scotland.  Further analysis is required to comprehensively understand 

the impact of the recent Disability Equality Survey and my analysts in Transport 
Scotland will consider this and feed into the Spaces for People Advisory Panel on 
Monitoring & Evaluating.   
 

I understand that MACS and a number of other stakeholders have been engaging 
with officials on the Transport Transition Plan (TTP) through the National Advisory 
Group and the Transport Equalities Network and that these concerns have been 
raised as part of the discussions and assessment of proposed policies and actions 

taken across Scotland.  While the TTP and the corresponding assessments remain 
on-going, officials are considering how best to strengthen and use the evidence 
obtained to inform policies.  This continued partnership working will seek to ensure 
that transport actions in response to COVID-19 support the elimination of 



discrimination, harassment, victimisation, advance equality of opportunity and foster 
good relations for people with individual protected characteristics.  
 

You mention that MACS have begun considering if there would be merit in 
establishing some kind of temporary scheme to enhance disabled people’s mobility 
options.  Work on the Accessible Travel Framework was paused but my officials 
have now re-started this, and whilst the vision of the Framework has not changed, 

what it looks like in practice and how we deliver on it will change in a post-pandemic 
context.   
 
With this in mind I have asked my officials in the Accessibility Team to liaise with 

yourselves and the Accessible Travel Steering Group to convene a round table 
discussion in relation to this issue as a starting point on how we could further support 
and consider an establishment of any temporary scheme. 
  



 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 1 September 2020 to the Cabinet Secretary for 
Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity regarding the proposed Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility for 
the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.  I’m 

sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries about Spaces for 
People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 

Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance. 

 
The Scottish Government has issued Guidance on Temporary Traffic Regulation 
Orders (TTROs) in direct response to the COVID-19 emergency pointing out that local 
transport authorities can act quickly to put in place what are essentially public health 

measures. 
 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and beyond, and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 

supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 

 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are 
responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the early design and 

public engagement through to implementation.   
 
Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 
temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 

changes.   
 personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the 

opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


Neighbourhood on 28 August and I understand that revised plans are being 
considered. 
 

 
 
 
Scottish Government response: 

 
Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 

respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 
about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 

Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund which enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.   These temporary 

measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 
from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting, especially as numbers of 
cases continue to rise. 
 

Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from 
the early design and public engagement through to implementation.  Many have 
taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a temporary basis and 
continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of changes.  As you say, 



the , 
personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the opportunity to 
discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 

August and I understand that revised plans are being considered. 

 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 

respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 
about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities .  The Scottish 

Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   

 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and beyond, and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 

adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 

 



Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are 

responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the early design and 
public engagement through to implementation.  These temporary measures are still 
needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe from traffic whilst 
exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is important in a period of rising cases that we 

do not lose sight of the objective of keeping infection levels as low as possible.   
 
Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 
temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 

changes.  As you say,  
, personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the 

opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood on 28 August and I understand that revised plans are being 

considered. 
 
Temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make these 
changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the Traffic 

Regulation Order process. 
  



 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 

about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 

through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund which enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.   These temporary 
measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 

from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting, especially as numbers of 
cases continue to rise. 
 
Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from 

the early design and public engagement through to implementation.  Many have 
taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a temporary basis and 
continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of changes.  As you say, 



the , 
attended a public meeting to give local residents the opportunity to 

discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 

August and I understand that revised plans are being considered. 
  



 

 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 

about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 

through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund which enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.   These temporary 
measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 

from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting, especially as numbers of 
cases continue to rise. 
 
Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from 

the early design and public engagement through to implementation.  Many have 
taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a temporary basis and 
continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of changes.   

 



personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the opportunity to 
discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 
August and I understand that revised plans are being considered. 
  



 
 

 
Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 

proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 
about Spaces for People. 

 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund which enables local authorities to put in place 

temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   
 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 

in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.   These temporary 
measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 
from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting, especially as numbers of 

cases continue to rise. 
 
Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from 
the early design and public engagement through to implementation.  Many have 

taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a temporary basis and 
continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of changes.  , 



, 
personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the opportunity to 
discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 

August and I understand that revised plans are being considered 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 

policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 
about Spaces for People. 
 

Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund which enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 

people to physically distance.   
 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 

recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.   These temporary 
measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 
from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting, especially as numbers of 
cases continue to rise. 

 
Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from 
the early design and public engagement through to implementation.  Many have 
taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a temporary basis and 



continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of changes.  , 
, 

 attended a public meeting to give local residents the opportunity to 

discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 
August and I understand that proposed plans have been revised.  



 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the proposed 
Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility 

for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.  I’m sorry for 
the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 

Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through 
the ‘Spaces for People’ fund which enables local authorities to put in place temporary 
measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically 
distance.   

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes in their 
area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we recognise that each 
will have different issues and priorities.   These temporary measures are still needed to allow 

people to physically distance and keep them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or 
commuting, especially as numbers of cases continue to rise. 
 
Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the early 

design and public engagement through to implementation.  Many have taken this opportunity 
to bring forward future plans on a temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to 
understand the impact of changes.   

, personally attended a public meeting to give local residents 

the opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood 
on 28 August and I understand that proposed plans have been revised.  



 
 
Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 10 September 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 

about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 

authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ 
fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place temporary measures such as 
pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically distance.   
 

The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 
cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is  
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 

reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists using TTROs. 
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 

recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are 



responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the early design and 
public engagement through to implementation.   
 

Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 
temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes.  , 

 personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the 

opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 
These temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make 

these changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the 
Traffic Regulation Order process. 
  



 
I'm sure you will have already received many emails of this nature in objection to 
how Edinburgh city council have chosen to spend the £5m allocated them under 

covid measures.  
 
I live in the affected areas and in front of one of the proposed barriers to stop 'rat 
runners' coming through our estate, making safe places for people. I like many of the 

other residents dont however see there being a problem and especially at the 
moment when many people are working. I stand at my window now, looking out, for 
the last 5 minutes and all I have see  is the bin lorry......which interestingly when the 
changes are brought in wont be able to easily access my property.  

 
I am a keen cyclist..I've competed in several events and I have done cycles for 
charities. I love getting out on the bike. I'm also a keen Walker, currently ticking off all 
the munros with  

 
 

 Now, with the new proposals extra time and 
distance will be added to these journeys. I will now have to pass 104 houses, going 

over several speed bumps every day, 3 times a day, rather than the one speed 
bump and 7 houses. I'm not sure how this makes it safer.  
 
I have to admit, I've never had an issue with traffic in this area of the city. Any traffic 

using the roads do so responsibly. It was felt this was used as a rat run but I see no 
evidence of this and especially now more people work from home. It seems though 
that the proposal effects those living in the area rather than those who use it for a rat 
run. There are some serious concerns raised about the exits that we will now have to 

use to turn onto busy roads.....sometimes going over 4 lanes of traffic. Please please 
please ask for a review and work with the community rather than against it 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 3 September 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 

policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquir ies 
about Spaces for People. 
 

Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 

people to physically distance.   
 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 
cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 

supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists using TTROs. 



 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 

recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are 
responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the early design and 
public engagement through to implementation.   
 

These temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance 
and keep them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is 
important in a period of rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of 
keeping infection levels as low as possible.   

 
Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 
temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes.   

 attended a public meeting to give local residents the 
opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 
  



Firstly, I’d like to thank  for having the courtesy to respond to 
my email. 
  

As I haven’t received any response from you or anyone in the Scottish Government, I can 
only surmise that; 
  

1. You share the contempt displayed for myself and my fellow residents by the City of 

Edinburgh Council with there blatant disregard for the concerns and objections of 
2,500 people in this area, which they plan to review after they have implemented their 
plan. 

2. You are supportive of the opportunistic misappropriation of Covid funds and 

legislation to solve transport issues caused by the planning decisions of the Edinburgh 
Council and deemed the responsibility of national and regional infrastructure ( 
Cammo Meadows, Garden District, Crosswinds and Maybury) 

  

It’s extremely surprising that you support the way this is being implemented, particular 
considering the emphasis you have placed on democracy in your recent responses to the 
Leader of the Opposition at First Minister’s Questions. It seems that with Edinburgh Council 
and the Scottish Government some people get more democracy that others. 

  
I would appreciate your thoughts on why, as leader of a party founded on the principle of 
power being devolved, an SNP led council is not listening to the people it purports to 
represent? 

  
Your sincerely, 
  
Dear All, 

I would appreciate a response from any of you to represent the Scottish Government and 
Edinburgh Council regarding my objection to the proposed road changes in East Craigs / 
North Gyle. As I’m sure you are aware, these are begin forced through despite the objection 
of a 1,300 person petition and second petition of 1,000 (started as the first was disregarded by 

) by a newly formed 1,000 person locals Facebook group.  
As a resident of North Gyle, I object to being forced to use two dangerous junctions to leave 
my local area. Knowing the demographic of the areas is predominantly young families like 

 or retirees, it’s only a matter of time before a serious tragic 

accident happens on the Glasgow road after these proposals are implemented, particularly 
concerning given children in the area have to cross Glasgow Road to walk or cycle to their 
catchment primary school. As you can see from the image below, turning west at either North 
Gyle exit is extremely treacherous. 

Option 1 – North Gyle Road  
0 – Crossing 5 lanes of traffic at 40 mph on one of the top 5 busiest roads in Scotland 
1 – Crossing chevroned area to stop people crossing (not sure if it’s illegal) 
2 – Busy bus stop to obstruct view (and queueing buses) 

3 – Staggered traffic lights causing additional confusion/hazards to the junction 

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/politics/council/cammo-labelled-worst-possible-place-655-new-homes-edinburgh-over-traffic-concerns-546472
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/david-murrays-edinburgh-housing-project-given-green-light-620072
https://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/proposed-developments/scotland/city-of-edinburgh/maybury/west-craigs-maybury


 
Options 2 – North Gyle Grove 
0 – Crossing another 5 lanes of traffic at 40 mph on one of the top 5 busiest roads in Scotland 

1 – North and south turning to block and confuse the view of traffic going west 
2 – East and west parking which obstructs and confuses the view of the traffic on the 5 lanes 
3 – Car wash entrance which often queues out onto the road at the weekend and block the 
view 

4 – Small lane constantly down to a single lane due to parking 

 
I use all the different exit available to me to reduce the risk of a collision and distance I have 

to travel (shopping at Tesco, a walk at Lauriston castle or down by Granton, along the bypass 
or to south Queensferry) . I rarely use the Glasgow road junctions due to the hazard they 
present. 
When writing this email, I found it extremely difficult to retain my composure, considering 

the complete distain for residents demonstrated  in her response to 
the initial petition and  The strength of feeling in the 
area is extreme and all trust in our the motives behind these changes has evaporated as a 
result of the way this is being handled. 

I would love to make the streets safer for my girls to cycle, but to be honest this hasn’t been 
an issue when we cycle to and round the Gyle. I am not prepared to put this at the expense of 
their safety when leaving the local area or the additional pollution I expect will result for the 
extended journey times and congestion. 

I look forward to a response from the Edinburgh Council and Scottish Government on my 
objection. 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mails of 20 August and & September 2020 to the First Minister 

regarding the proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team 
has policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries about 
Spaces for People. 

 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local authorities to 
respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local 



authorities to put in place temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening 
walkways to allow people to physically distance.   

 

The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is supportive of local 
authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make adaptions to their road 
network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or reallocating road space to 

pedestrians and cyclists. 
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes in their 
area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we recognise that each 

will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all 
aspects of these changes, from the early design and public engagement through to 
implementation.   
 

These temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep 
them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting, especially in this period of 
rising cases. 
 

Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 
temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of changes.   
These temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make these 
changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the Traffic Regulation 

Order process. 
  



 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 13 September 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 

about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 

authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ 
fund which enables local authorities to put in place temporary measures such as 
pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically distance.   
 

The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 
cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 

reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 

recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are 
responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the early design and 
public engagement through to implementation.   
 

These temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance 
and keep them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is 
important in a period of rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of 
keeping infection levels as low as possible.   
 

I recommend that you contact City of Edinburgh Council to discuss your concerns 
about the proposed LTN; CEC will also be able to advise on the planning issues at 
Cammo Estate.   



 
 



  



Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 30 August 2020 to Scottish Ministers and the 
subsequent letter of 10 September to the First Minister and the Lord Advocate 

regarding the proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My 
team has policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been 
asked to respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of 
enquiries about Spaces for People. 

 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 
authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ 

fund.  This enables local authorities to quickly put in place temporary measures such 
as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically distance.   
 
Please note that I am unable to give specific advice on legal matters, however the 

Scottish Government has issued Guidance on Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders 
(TTROs) in direct response to the COVID-19 emergency pointing out that local 
transport authorities can act quickly to put in place what are essentially public health 
measures. 

 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and cycling 
during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is supportive of 
local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make adaptions to their 

road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or reallocating road 
space to pedestrians and cyclists using TTROs. 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 

in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are 
responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the early design and 
public engagement through to implementation.   

 
These temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and 
keep them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is important 
in a period of rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of keeping infection 

levels as low as possible.  The First Minister continues to remind people at her daily 
press briefings about the FACTS public health message including that two metre 
distancing remains the rule. 
 

Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 
temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes.  , 

, personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the 
opportunity to discuss concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 

28 August. 
 
Temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make these 
changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the Traffic 

Regulation Order process. 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


  



 

First Minister. I’ve just watched Alex Cole-Hamilton ask you a question regarding Edinburgh 
Council use of Emergency Covid Response Funds, supplied by the Scottish Government, to 
impose without consultation or consent on the people living in East Craigs, a Low Traffic 

Neighbourhood.  
This is being carried out through the use of Temporary Traffic Orders. As these plans were in 
existence before the pandemic as part of Edinburghs plan to be carbon neutral by 2030. It 

appears to many of the local residents that covid is just an excuse to introduce these plans 
without consultation and debate. The council has made it clear that far from being 
temporary they plan to make them permanent at the earliest opportunity. Can you confirm 

that this is a legal use of these funds?  If you believe it is legal, is it in line with the reasons 
these funds released in the first place? As it was your Government that made these funds 
available, you must have an interest in their use of said funds.  
 

 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 10 September 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  I’ll also respond 

to some additional e mails that you’ve issued to me directly on 16 September and 2 
October. 
 
As I mentioned in my earlier response to you on 28 August, the responsibility for 

management of local roads sits with local authorities – this is set out in the Roads 
(Scotland) Act 1984.  Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all aspects of 
these changes, from the early design and public engagement through to 
implementation.  The Scottish Government has supported local authorities to 

respond to the Covid-19 emergency by providing guidance and funding to local 
authorities to administer their Spaces for People projects.   
 
The questions you raise in your e mails to me around start dates, monitoring, 

research and traffic studies are therefore matters that City of Edinburgh Council are 
responsible for and can answer.  Many local authorities have taken this opportunity 
to bring forward future plans on a temporary basis and continue to monitor all 
projects to understand the impact of changes.   

 
I cannot give you advice on legal matters about this fund as you requested, however 
the following Guidance has been issued by Transport Scotland.  These temporary 
changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make these changes 

permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the Traffic Regulation 
Order process. 
 
Regards 

  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


Dear First Minister,  
 
First, I would like to say how much I admire what you do for Scotland. 
 
A bit of background:  

 
 

 
Unfortunately,  

 
I live in  due to the 
area ( unfortunately when you are in a wheelchair you can not be picky of where 
you live). 
I live  to be more precise. We do not have a commuter 
bus service linking with the Gyle commercial district and unfortunately, I can not use 

the current bus stop  
 
My  

 now as I would like to be able to ditch the car to get 
around and to be able to live a normal life, with no luck. If we have not lost the 
potential mover from outside Edinburgh because of the double patio door from the 
living room leading directly into a communal garden where people look at you all the 
time ( we have been living all this time with our curtains shut), or the expensive 
council, we lose them with you need a car if you live here ( I am only allowed to do 

a house exchange with another wheelchair user). 
 
The main issue now is, it will not only be hard to try to move somewhere else but it 
will be really hard to live here. 
 
The last thing I thought of when moving to Edinburgh was that I would  

 a project which is supposed to make Scotland greener and 
agreeing with political parties that go totally against my nature. 
I have been really active politically for the independence and I was crushed when 
we lost it, I was also crushed during the last election when my area voted for the 

liberal democrats. However, now I am not sure. 
 
The SNP led council decided to implement on us road closer with a bus gate ( for 1 
bus which operates for my street from 9h42 and living the Gyle at 15h50 every 
hour), without any consultation in the name of Covid. 
Like the SNP, I was against the construction in Cammo filed as there is no 
infrastructure for this number of housing, the roads are already completely 
congested with traffic coming outside Edinburgh. 
 

Currently, Craigs Road is really quiet, the majority of residents living here can tell 
you this. 
I also understand that the main reason is for people to stop using the car for short 
journey, however, we live on top of a hill, the Tesco extra in Corstorphine and the 
Gyle shopping centre are our local shop. We do not leave in an area where there is a 



corner shop, cafe etc easily accessible so unfortunately, the traffic will not evaporate 
but it will increase in mileage and time. It will also be a stressful experience for 
myself and some other in the area having to do a right turn on really busy Drum 
Brae South even if we want to go on to the M8, Bypass, Gyle shopping centre etc.. 
For example, my trip to go to the GP will with those changes go from 2.7 miles to 

6.4 miles. It may not seem a lot but I am pretty sure that you are aware of how 
congested Drum Brae South, Queensferry Road, Maybury Road, Glasgow Road are. 
 
I am all for a greener future, but it needs to be correctly planned and not in a hurry 
as it causes more arms than good. If as we all expect here, this LTN goes ahead 
with the current plan, it will create more disruption and this will damage future LTN 
project which could be a real shame. 
 
I will also add that the new infrastructure regarding not driving in Edinburgh really 
penalised disabled as once again it seems that we are an afterthought. Not everyone 

is a Paralympian or have the fund to buy and maintain a motorized wheelchair or 
scooter. 
It is now dividing the community even further the cyclists against the disabled, we 
already have the wheelchairs against the pram on the Lothian bus.  
I believe I can speak for many disabled people here who thought that this 
government will not let the disabled community down in comparison to Westminster, 
but what the past few weeks demonstrated it seems that we were mistaken.  
We are still not able to access many areas in town because it is an old town with old 
buildings which apparently can not be adapted but it is expected of us to ditch the 

car and "wheel" ( like all the flyers and advert says) with hills and cobbles.  
Edinburgh, unfortunately, is not like the cycling capital Amsterdam: flat and without 
the Scottish weather. 
 
In some way, I do applaud the cyclist community, they manage what the disabled 
community did not. If only, we had the same force and energy to fight as they do 
instead of having to fight with everyone to live a normal life, the world would be a 
lot more accessible. 
 
I hope but do not expect a reply, as with the current state of the world, my and all 

the people living in this area issues seem inconsequential.  
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 11 September to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 

policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 
about Spaces for People. 
 

Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place 



temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   
 

The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 
cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 

reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists using TTROs. 
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 

recognise that each will have different issues and priorities and each local authorities 
is responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes in their area.  These 
temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep 
them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is important in a 

period of rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of keeping infection 
levels as low as possible.   
 
Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 

temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes.   

 personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the 
opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic 

Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 
Temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make these 
changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the Traffic 

Regulation Order process. 
 
You also raised concerns with standards of new infrastructure.  The Scottish 
Government is currently redrafting design guidance for walking, wheeling and cycling 

infrastructure in partnership with local authorities.  Disabled groups, including the 
Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland are fully engaged with this process. 
  



I'm writing in connection with the temporary closure of Braid Road in Edinburgh as a 
result of the  Scottish Government's SfP programme. We don't have a car and 
initially we were delighted, anything to encourage people out of their cars was fine by 

us. However from the very first day we could see the resulting increase in traffic on 
 where we live. The continued closure of the road has resulted in 

huge congestion and increased air pollution in the street and outside South 
Morningside Primary School, as well as more rat running traffic through Greenbank 

Road and Lane.  The council is dragging its heels over reopening the road, they say 
traffic flow is acceptable, acceptable to whom? People sitting round a desk in an 
office looking at spreadsheets or people living in the street 24/7.  
Although this was enjoyed by many local people, now nearby streets are suffering 

from rat running traffic through previously quiet residential streets. Given that schools 
are back and people are returning to work places, the closure has served its 
purpose.  
I'm urging you to please strongly urge councils to reconsider these closures and their 

wider unintended consequences. 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 3 September to the First Minister regarding the temporary 
closure of Braids Road in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility for the Spaces for 
People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in 
responding; we have had a lot of enquiries about Spaces for People. 

 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through 
the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place temporary 

measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically 
distance.   
 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and cycling during 

lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is supportive of local 
authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make adaptions to their road 
network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or reallocating road space to 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes in their 
area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we recognise that each 
will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all 

aspects of these changes, from the design, implementation and ongoing monitoring to 
understand the impact of changes.   
 
These temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep 
them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is important in a period 

of rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of keeping infection levels as low as 
possible.  The First Minister continues to remind people at her daily press briefings about the 
FACTS public health message including that two metre distancing remains the rule. 
 

 



 
 

Dear Nicola, there is a lot of discontent in our residential area and across the city of 
Edinburgh on Edinburgh Council expediting road blocks, changes etc without 
consultation and taking into consideration residents lived experience. We have no 
SNP local councillors in our area and if this undemocratic TTRO implementation 

goes ahead you have a community lost to the SNP. Please can you listen, talk to us. 
I am a local resident and the LTN in our area will make it Europe’s largest culdesac, 
increase pollution, block the only exit, effect disabled/infirm/emergency services. We 
are at a loss, though the transport convenor attended an outdoor objection meeting 

of over 1000 residents we do not feel listened to. It will be sad for residents to collect 
money & do legal help if the council does not stop the process. This is not the free 
and fair Scotland I am proud to live. Feels oppressive, not listened and not for the 
people. Can you please assign someone unpartisan from the Scottish government to 

listen to us as the Council is citing executive powers to force changes in our area. I 
really felt helpless and I wish I had the power to reach someone in the government 
who can remove this unwanted stress pressure from all of us residents, especially as 
winter is approaching and cycling walking is not possible for all in inclement weather 

and blocking our only exit will add at miles, time, pollution, car wear tear,  for each 
journey for each resident and dread to think delay emergency services. I request you 
to reach out to us and request the Edinburgh Council to stop this forced bullying 
implementation. This is a peaceful neighbourhood and the council plans have 

caused unwanted stress when we all have the burden of COVID, winter and brexit 
looming.  
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 2 September to the First Minister regarding the proposed Low 
Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility for 

the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.  I’m sorry for the 
delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in the 

Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local authorities to 
respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local 
authorities to put in place temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening 
walkways to allow people to physically distance.   

 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and cycling during 
lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is supportive of local 
authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make adaptions to their road 

network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or reallocating road space to 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

 
  



Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes in their 
area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we recognise that each 
will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are responsible for delivery of all 

aspects of these changes, from the early design and public engagement through to 
implementation.  These temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically 
distance and keep them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.   
 

Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 
temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of changes.   

 
personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the opportunity to discuss their 

concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 
Temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make these changes 
permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the Traffic Redetermination 

Order process. 

 
  



 



 
 

 
 

Scottish Government response: 

 
Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 

respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 
about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 

the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 
authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ 
fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place temporary measures such as 
pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically dis tance.   

 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 
cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 

adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 

in their own local areas and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, 
as we recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  These temporary 
measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 
from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is important in a period of 

rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of keeping infection levels as 
low as possible.  The First Minister continues to remind people at her daily press 
briefings about the FACTS public health message including that two metre 
distancing remains the rule. 
 

I recommend that you contact City of Edinburgh Council who will be able to address 
your concerns. 
  



Please reconsider the spaces for people initiative that will see all through routes to 
east Craigs closed from. Craigs Road.  This will result in back logs of traffic on 
Glasgow Road and Drum Brae North.  It will also be dangerous to get out at these 

junctions.  Many vulnerable people will be stranded within their homes. 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 2 September 2020 to the First Minister regarding road 
closures  at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility for the 

Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.  I’m sorry 
for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities as set out in 

the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.  The Scottish Government has supported local 
authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the ‘Spaces for People’ 
fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place temporary measures such as 
pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically distance.   

 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 
cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 

adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 

in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.   These temporary 
measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 
from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.   

 
I recommend that you contact City of Edinburgh Council who will be able to address 
your concerns. 
 
 
  



Dear First Minister,  
I am contacting you as nothing else seems to work. I live in south Edinburgh and 
have to travel to the city centre for work. I am a key worker. I can’t take the bus 

(Covid risk) and cycling is now really dangerous because of cones on morningside 
road to allow Covid distancing. I don’t feel safe on a bus or a bike so have to drive 
but the council closed Braid Road for Covid measures and have not opened it so I 
now have to get up at 6am to get through traffic to get to work. My son needs to get 

to school and it’s awful. I am so stressed about it all that I feel like I will have a 
mental breakdown. It’s too much. Get rid of the cones and reopen Braid Road. 
Please please please can you tell them. I am at my wits end and cannot see how I 
can go on. Thank you for your help. 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 1 September to the First Minister regarding road 
closures in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility for the Spaces for People 
programme and I have been asked to respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in 
responding; we have had a lot of enquiries about Spaces for People. 

 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place 

temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   
 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 

cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists. 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  These temporary 

measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 
from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting. 
 
I recommend that you contact City of Edinburgh Council who will be able to address 

your concerns. 
  



I live in Corstorphine, Edinburgh.  The local council are going to close all of my local 
roads under a TTRO using the emergency covid  money.  The transport councillor 
said to a rally on Friday which I attended  that the council were using the plans from 

2 years ago ( which were consulted on) updating to a much more radical plan as 
they needed to due to the new houses being built on the nearby green belt and 
ensured they would go through as a TTRO so they don’t need to do any 
consultation.   

She also admitted it was not to give more space to people in my area which is 
generally very quiet.  If the local kids play on my street.  it’s to make way for the 
traffic from the new houses.once they are built. 
 

Are you sure the emergency Covid money for making spaces for people should be 
spent this way? 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 31 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 

respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding; we have had a lot of enquiries 
about Spaces for People. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 

Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  Local authorities are 

responsible for delivery of all aspects of these changes, from the early design and 
public engagement through to implementation.   
 
Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 

temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes.  These temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any 
proposals to make them changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation 
as part of the Traffic Redetermination Order process. 
 
  



Dear Nicola, there is a lot of discontent in our residential area and across the city of 
Edinburgh on Edinburgh Council expediting road blocks, changes etc without 
consultation and taking into consideration residents lived experience. We have no 

SNP local councillors in our area and if this undemocratic TTRO implementation 
goes ahead you have a community lost to the SNP. Please can you listen, talk to us. 
I am a local resident and the LTN in our area will make it Europe’s largest culdesac, 
increase pollution, block the only exit, effect disabled/infirm/emergency services. We 

are at a loss, though the transport convenor attended an outdoor objection meeting 
of over 1000 residents we do not feel listened to. It will be sad for residents to collect 
money & do legal help if the council does not stop the process. This is not the free 
and fair Scotland I am proud to live. Feels oppressive, not listened and not for the 

people. Can you please assign someone unpartisan from the Scottish government to 
listen to us as the Council is citing executive powers to force changes in our area. I 
really felt helpless and I wish I had the power to reach someone in the government 
who can remove this unwanted stress pressure from all of us residents, especially as 

winter is approaching and cycling walking is not possible for all in inclement weather 
and blocking our only exit will add at miles, time, pollution, car wear tear,  for each 
journey for each resident and dread to think delay emergency services. I request you 
to reach out to us and request the Edinburgh Council to stop this forced bullying 

implementation. This is a peaceful neighbourhood and the council plans have 
caused unwanted stress when we all have the burden of COVID, winter and brexit 
looming. The money can be used for so much more to improve walk cycle in area 
then blocking roads for local residents. I seek your help.’ 

 
 
Scottish Government response: 
 

 
  



There is a lot of discontent in our residential area and across the city of Edinburgh on 
Edinburgh Council expediting road blocks, changes etc without consultation. We 
have no SNP local councillors in our area and if this undemocratic TTRO 

implementation goes ahead you have a community lost to the SNP. I am a local 
resident and the LTN in our area will increase pollution, block exits, increase traffic in 
3 already very busy junctions which will inadvertently cause delays/accidents and 
effect disabled/infirm/emergency services. We are at a loss, although the transport 

convenor attended an outdoor objection meeting of over 1000 residents we do not 
feel listened to. She insists it is to aid more walking/cycling in the area, when in fact 
we already have a foot/cycle path from Barton to Craigmount High school. Can you 
please assign someone unpartisan from the Scottish government to listen to us as 

the Council is citing executive powers to force changes in our area. I really feel 
helpless and I wish I had the power to reach someone in the government who can 
remove this unwanted stress, pressure from all of us residents, especially as winter 
is approaching and cycling walking is not possible for all in inclement weather and 

blocking exits will add miles, time, pollution, car wear and tear, for each journey for 
each resident and the delay of emergency services. I request you to reach out to us 
and request the Edinburgh Council to stop this forced bullying implementation. This 
is a peaceful neighbourhood and the council plans have caused unwanted stress.  

Thank you 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

 
  



 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

  



I don't expect a reply to this email as understand you are a busy person. I'm 
concerned about the forced implementation of the 'Low Traffic Neighbourhood' about 
to be inflicted on on my area for no apparent reason other than box ticking and 

punishment for not being an SNP seat. I  
and regularly cycle, walk and use a car. Unfortunately  

 
  

 
Craigmount and East Craigs is a quiet neighbourhood. I've lived at this side of town 
for all my life.  We have never had any bother with excessive traffic locally. I 
am extremely concerned how these proposals are being forced through under the 

cover of Covid. There has been no consultation with residents and quite frankly looks 
like it's been quickly sneaked in for no apparent good reason other than to tick a box 
and quickly spend the money allocated by government initiative. Your councillor 
Lesley McInnes admitted she had never visited Craigs Road, yet still she's pushing 

this nonsense through with blatant disregard to residents feelings. This is supposed 
to be a democratic society but certainly doesn't look like it at the moment from where 
I'm standing. I look round the city where I was born and brought up in and it is with 
great sadness that I see money wasted or thrown away when it could be spent on 

better things that could benefit the city and residents as a whole during times of 
austerity.  
 
I have voted SNP in the past mainly due to the help available for caring for elderly 

parents but now I'm seriously considering changing party. I pay council tax and 
income tax. I'm starting to wander why as don't seem to get any representation 
anymore. We are supposed to live in a democratic society not a dictatorship. Please 
take these thoughts on board. 

 
 
Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 29 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 
policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding, however we have received a 

number of letters on this matter. 
 
The responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The 
Scottish Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 

emergency through the temporary ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local 
authorities to put in place temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and 
widening walkways to allow people to physically distance.   
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  These temporary 
measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 

from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is important in a period of 
rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of keeping infection levels as 
low as possible.  The First Minister continues to remind people at her daily press 



briefings about the FACTS public health message and that two metre distancing 
remains the rule. 
 

I understand that City of Edinburgh Council has taken this opportunity to propose 
bringing forward future plans on a temporary basis and continues to monitor and 
review the proposals.  , 

 personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the 

opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 
These temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make 

these changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the 
Traffic Redetermination Order process. 
  



 
I have contacted Edinburgh Council, as have over 2,000 residents out of a total 3,000 
properties in this area, Edinburgh Council have ignored all local objections.  
Hence my reason for contacting the first minister and ultimately yourself. 

As you are in charge of the team responsible for this policy, can you answer. 
If not yourself, whom in Government is holding Edinburgh council to account for their 
implementation of the policy? As it currently stands Edinburgh council are ignoring all local 
residents and abusing this policy to force through unwanted change. 

Are you just allowing councils to go unaccounted on this matter? 
I would have expected as someone in charge of the team implementing this you would have 
been very concerned to have heard of missuse of your policy. 
I would also question whether it was still an emergency 6 months since the pandemic was 

announced and why closing residential roads is classed as fair use of your budget. 
 

 
Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your response of 28 August to my e mail of the same day.  I’ll address 

your points as you raised them in your e mail. I’m sorry for the delay in responding, 
however we have received a number of letters on this matter. 
 
Whom in Government is holding Edinburgh council to account for their 

implementation of the policy?  
 

Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities; they 
have a duty under the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 to manage and maintain 

local roads in their area and duties under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 to secure expeditious, convenient and safe movement of traffic.  They 
already have powers to make and enforce Traffic Regulation Orders, 
Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders and Notices (TROs, TTROs and TTRNs) 

over their roads to restrict parking where they consider it necessary to this 
duty.  

 
The Scottish Government has supported local authorities with funding and 

guidance to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the temporary ‘Spaces 
for People fund.  This guidance included a simplified set of criteria: 

 Provide temporary walking and cycling infrastructure that helps to protect 
public health by enabling safe physical distancing; 

 Be for essential journeys including to and from hospitals, health services, 
shops, pharmacies, schools, local parks, etc.; and 

 Be delivered quickly and provide a visible improvement that has an 
immediate benefit. 

 
We also included Guidance on Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TTROs) 
as a direct response to the COVID-19 emergency pointing out that local 
transport authorities can act quickly to put in place measures to respond to 

the current public health emergency.   
 

Local authorities are monitoring and review changes where appropriate.  City 
of Edinburgh Council has already amended a number of plans and their 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


Transport Convener, Councillor Macinnes, personally attended a public 
meeting to give local residents the opportunity to discuss their concerns about 
the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 August. 

 

Are you just allowing councils to go unaccounted on this matter? 
 

Local authorities are monitoring all projects to understand the impact of 

changes, and will evaluate each of these in line with the Monitoring & 
Evaluation Framework for Spaces for People.  We will fully evaluate the 
programme. 

 

I would have expected as someone in charge of the team implementing this you 
would have been very concerned to have heard of missuse of your policy. 
 

Local authorities are following the guidance as set out above.  

 
I would also question whether it was still an emergency 6 months since the 
pandemic was announced and why closing residential roads is classed as fair use of 
your budget. 
 

These temporary measures are still needed to allow people to physically 
distance and keep them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or 
commuting.  It is important in a period of rising cases that we do not lose sight 
of the objective of keeping infection levels as low as possible.  The First 

Minister continues to remind people at her daily press briefings about the 
FACTS public health message including that two metre distancing remains 
the rule. 

 

Regards  



 
 

  



 

  



 

 



 
 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 19 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 

policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding, however we have received a 
number of letters on this matter. 
 

Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the temporary ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put 
in place temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to 

allow people to physically distance.   



 
The Scottish Government has issued Guidance on Temporary Traffic Regulation 
Orders (TTROs) in direct response to the COVID-19 emergency pointing out that 

local transport authorities can act quickly to put in place measures to respond to the 
current public health emergency. 
 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 

cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists using TTROs. 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  These temporary 

measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 
from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.   
 
It is important in a period of rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of 

keeping infection levels as low as possible.  The First Minister continues to remind 
people at her daily press briefings about the FACTS public health message from the 
Scottish Government including that two metre distancing remains the rule. 
 

Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 
temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes.  City of Edinburgh Council as you mention has amended some plans and 
their , personally attended a public meeting 

to give local residents the opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East 
Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 

Temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make these 

changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the Traffic 
Redetermination Order process. 
 
 
  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


 

 

 

 
 
  



Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 17 August 2020 to both the Cabinet Secretary for 

Communities and Local Government and the Minister for Local Government, 
Housing and Planning regarding the proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East 
Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has policy responsibility for the Spaces for People 
programme and I have been asked to respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in 

responding, however we have received a number of letters on this matter. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 

through the ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This enables local authorities to put in place 
temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow 
people to physically distance.   

 

The Scottish Government has issued Guidance on Temporary Traffic Regulation 
Orders (TTROs) in direct response to the COVID-19 emergency pointing out that 
local transport authorities can act quickly to put in place what are essentially public 
health measures. 

 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 
cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 
supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 

adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists using TTROs. 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 

in their area and apply for funding accordingly in line with this guidance, as we 
recognise that each will have different issues and priorities.  These temporary 
measures are still needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 
from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  It is important in a period of 

rising cases that we do not lose sight of the objective of keeping infection levels as 
low as possible.   
 
Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 

temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes.   

, personally attended a public meeting to give local residents the 
opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East Craigs Low Traffic 

Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 

Temporary changes can last up to 18 months, however any proposals to make these 
changes permanent will need to undertake full consultation as part of the Traffic 

Redetermination Order process. 
 
Regards 
 
  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 20 August 2020 to the Cabinet Secretary regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at East Craigs in Edinburgh.  My team has 

policy responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding, however we have received a 
number of letters on this matter. 
 

Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  We have 
supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the 
temporary ‘Spaces for People’ fund to help local authorities put in place temporary 
measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to 

physically distance in line with the Transport Transition Plan  
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/. 
 
The Scottish Government has issued Guidance on Temporary Traffic Regulation 
Orders (TTROs) in direct response to the COVID-19 emergency pointing out that 

local transport authorities can act quickly to put in place what are essentially public 
health measures. 
 
The Scottish Government, in consideration of the observed rise in walking and 

cycling during lockdown and the necessity of maintaining physical distancing, is 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


supportive of local authorities considering whether it may be appropriate to make 
adaptions to their road network, such as closing some roads to certain vehicles or 
reallocating road space to pedestrians and cyclists using TTROs. 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly, as we recognise that each will have 
different issues and priorities.  These temporary changes can last up to 18 months 

and any proposals to make these changes permanent will require local consultation 
as part of the full Traffic Redetermination Order (TRO) process.  
 
Many local authorities have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a 

temporary basis and continue to monitor all projects to understand the impact of 
changes.  City of Edinburgh Council as you mention has amended some plans and 
their  personally attended a public meeting 
to give local residents the opportunity to discuss their concerns about the East 

Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 
Regards 
  



 

 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 24 August 2020 to the First Minister regarding the 
proposed Low Traffic Neighbourhood at West Edinburgh.  My team has policy 
responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.  I’m sorry for the delay in responding, however we have received a 

number of letters on this matter. 
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  We have 
supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through the 

‘Spaces for People’ fund to help local authorities put in place temporary measures 
such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to allow people to physically 
distance in line with the Transport Transition Plan  
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/.   

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly, as we recognise that each will have 
different issues and priorities.   

 
While these temporary changes can last up to 18 months, and some local authorities 
have taken this opportunity to bring forward future plans on a temporary basis, they 
are monitoring all projects to understand the impact of changes.  The  

 personally attended a 
public meeting to give local residents the opportunity to discuss their concerns about 
the East Craigs Low Traffic Neighbourhood on 28 August. 
 
  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/


 
 

Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 19 August to xxxx xxxxxxxxx.  My team has policy 

responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you.   
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency through 

the temporary ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This helps local authorities to put in place temporary 
measures that are needed and will continue to be needed to allow people to physically 
distance and keep them safe from traffic whilst exercising, shopping or commuting.  
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes in their 
area and apply for funding accordingly as we recognise that each will have different issues 
and priorities.   
 

We have provided guidance and support to local authorities including design guidance and 
webinars with local authorities and disabled people, that highlights the need for Equality 
Impact Assessments and specific considerations for disabled people.  We expect local 
authorities implementing the temporary measures to continue to comply with all relevant 

statutory duties including, where applicable, the public sector equality duty and requirements 
to carry out equality impact assessments. 
 
 

  



 
 

I wish to raise my concern that Edinburgh council are misusing their legal powers .    The 
decision to convert North Gyle and Craigmount  into a series of cul-de-sacs is being 

presented as a response to covid.   
  
Creating Safe Spaces for Walking and Cycling. 

  
Where temporary measures might necessitate prioritising mixed-use road space for walking 
or cycling, Councils may use temporary traffic regulation orders (TTRO) in the event there 

is a danger to the public. In this case, the immediate danger is the risk of the transmission 
of infection and the need to mitigate that risk as a matter of urgency.  These changes have 
nothing to do with covid.  Travelling in a car carries less risk than walking or cycling. 
  

On 30 April 2020, the Council began implementing a number of changes to the road 
network to provide safe spaces for people to walk and cycle. The decision to implement 
these changes was made by the Chief Executive in consultation with the Council Leader and 

Depute Leader at the following initial locations :   4.1.1 Silverknowes Road (on 30 April 
2020); 4.1.2 Links Gardens (on 3 May 2020); 4.1.3 Braid Road (on 3 May 2020), 
supplemented by additional measures on Braidburn Terrace (on 8 May 2020); and 4.1.4 

Cammo Walk (on 8 May 2020). 
  
However, all proposals are subject to a detailed design and risk assessment process being 

followed. This may result in an alternative approach or modified measures. The design 
process will consider all road users, including pedestrians, cyclists, public transport and 
particularly people with mobility or visual impairments, whilst maintaining appropriate 

access for residents and businesses. There is no evidence of risk assessment being carried 
out on the affected Junctions onto Drumbrae South. What will be the effect of narrowing 
the roads and increasing the traffic flow?  Access to North Gyle will mean that all westbound 
traffic entering the North Gyle area will have to turn right across eastbound traffic. Most of 

these events will happen at rush hours AM&PM. There is no evidence that the required risk 
assessment has been carried out. 
  

Public Consultation. The council maintains the public were consulted.  When, who and 
where? 
  

The only mention in the plan Craigmount/ North Gyle in the document  Creating Safe Spaces 
for Walking and Cycling:  “Neighbourhoods across the city. Examples of live projects include 
East Craigs and Leith.”.  No mention of Craigs Road, North Gyle or Craigmount.  How could 

there have been active public consultation when the plans were hidden from sight?  
  
The statement: 
  

     “Due to the agreed notification process we were committed to informing Councillors 
and other stakeholders prior to the public, which has given the impression that the council 
never intended to inform or consult with residents.”.  

  



What an insult.  The news leaked out before they started work.  If they had intended to 
consult, there was and is nothing to stop them from doing so. The use of the temporary 

covid response measure is their choice. It allows them to carry out the work before any 
consultations and objections can be raised. 
  

Covid Response 
  
By closing off streets to exclude motor vehicle access and egress they intend to meet their 
stated objective of Creating a low traffic neighbourhood in the East Craigs/Craigmount Area 

to help the local residents to travel safely and easily by active travel whilst maintaining 
social distancing. 
  

The overwhelming justification given in the councils response to questions and complaints 
by members of the public that live in the areas affected by these draconian measure make it 
clear that the process is being driven by an anti car and pro cycling dogma with nothing at 

all to do with covid.  Strange that so much emphasis was given to cycling.  Surely travelling 
in a car is less of a risk of spreading covid-19 than the very low chance of walking or cycling 
past another person? 

  
  
It’s all about reducing the number of cars on the road. 

  
The council stated in it’s feedback response    
  
“It is also clear that more people would like to walk and cycle if they were given the right 

road conditions to do so and when the right conditions are provided, they do walk and 
cycle more. A very clear indication of this was the significant rise in cycling during the 
lockdown when very few motor vehicles were on the streets.”.   

  
What nonsense is this? During “lockdown” the only time you were allowed out of your 
house was to take part in one hour of exercise. To claim that this is evidence a desire 

amongst the general population to walk and cycle more under normal times is farcical. Now 
that “lockdown” has been eased car use is up. 
  

I’ve taken some time to read the East Craigs Assessment feedback, given that the council is 
using emergency response to covid as the method of forcing this through against growing 
local opposition, I was very surprised to see the following reasons given as justification for 
activating the proposals under the emergency covid response legislation. Please excuse the 

duplication of many of the points. The council’s response was very limited in it’s scope.  
  
1.    all the roads in the local area feel safer and more pleasant for walking and cycling. 

2.    cycling will become even more convenient   (Driving a car less convenient, but still as 
necessary) 
3.    quieter streets which allow them to walk and cycle at ease even when it means some 

trips by car take longer. 



4.    feedback on LTNs in London and the BikeLife research studies in Edinburgh there is a 
clear message that the greatest barrier to more people walking and cycling is feeling 

unsafe on the roads due the volume and speed of vehicles. 
5.    It is also clear that more people would like to walk and cycle if they were given the 
right road conditions to do so and when the right conditions are provided, they do walk 

and cycle more. (Evidence?) 
6.    as there may be fewer car drop offs, because more people can walk and cycle, 
7.    it will not be long till access by foot and bike will be quick, safe and attractive. (And 
car journeys longer and more stressful) 

8.    use of e-bikes has been increasing and this makes even the hilliest roads accessible for 
the vast majority of users (Not everyone can afford electric bikes) 
9.    It is worth noting that many of cities around the world, and now in the UK, that have 

achieved high levels of walking and cycling have done so with LTNs 
10.    1 and 3 km, which is a fairly walkable and very cyclable distance for most people.  (In 
the rain? Carrying shopping bags?) 

11.    BikeLIfe Edinburgh research which clearly indicates that more people would like to 
cycle  (Publish it ) 
12.    thereby unlock a potential latent demand for cycling  (Evidence?  Just because 

someone says the roads are too busy, doesn’t mean they really want to cycle)  
13.    parents and pupils feel less safe to travel to school either walking, cycling or 
wheeling. 

14.    will encourage more people to walk, cycle and wheel to school safely. (Do the schools 
have bike sheds?) 
15.    there is a strong rationale for these proposals and little to no basis for concluding 
that they would make the area worse for walking and cycling. (Evidence) 

16.    creating safer more attractive neighbourhoods for walking and cycling. 
17.    the bus gate has significant benefits for walking and cycling.  
18.    perfect for walking and cycling. 

19.    travel more easily to these destinations by foot or bike. 
20.    making junctions safer for walking and cycling. (By making them more difficult for 
cars) 

21.    much less likely to pass a cyclist. 
22.    reduces the likelihood of a car passing and then turning left in front of a cyclist  (All 
cars from Edinburgh Into North Gyle will be forced to turn right across oncoming traffic)  

23.    tightening the junction we will significantly increase safety for cyclists and 
pedestrians. 
24.    best practice design from across the UK and abroard, for making junctions safer for 
walking and cycling. 

25.    we will significantly increase safety for cyclists and pedestrians. 
26.    best practice design from across the UK and abroard, for making junctions safer for 
walking and cycling. 

27.    Cyclists would be able to by-pass through the build out  (Cars forced onto junction 
close to or over capacity) 
28.    based on best practice design from across the UK, and abroad, for making junctions 

safer for walking and cycling. 
29.    This reduces the likelihood of a car passing and then turning left in front of a cyclist 
and potentially causing a collision. 



30.    follow the Edinburgh Street design guidance principles for the making the such 
junctions safer for cycling and pedestrians 

31.    make social distancing much easier and safer for the people walking and cycling 
32.    Through making the streets safer and more attractive for walking and cycling 
33.    Cyclists can feel confident to ride further away from the pavement in the 

recommended ‘primary cycling position’ 
34.    can pass other cyclists at the correct social distance. 
35.    did not feel safe enough to cycle 
36.    unsafe conditions for cycling and walking, 

37.    making the area feel more unsafe and unattractive for walking and cycling. 
38.    which is a fairly walkable and very cyclable distance for most people. 
39.    unlock a potential latent demand for cycling 

40.    parents and pupils feel less safe to travel to school either walking, cycling or 
wheeling. 
41.    will encourage more people to walk, cycle and wheel to school safely. 

42.    from across the UK, and aboard, for making junctions safer for walking and cycling.  
43.    By narrowing the road it puts the cyclist in the primary position, 
44.    likely to pass a cyclist. 

45.    left in front of a cyclist and potentially causing a collision.  (Cars are being forced into 
right turns across oncoming traffic) 
46.    We do not have cycle count data for this road (There’s a surprise) 

47.    SfP commonplace that people would like interventions along the road to make it 
safer for cycling. 
48.    BikeLIfe Edinburgh research clearly indicates that more people would like to cycle,  
49.    thereby unlock potential latent demand for cycling. 

50.    This will create safer and more attractive streets for walking and cycling. 
51.    overtime people choose to travel more by foot and bike (Shopping and going to 
work?  Rain, snow and wind) 

52.    it is widely recognised in cycle design literature that hills are often the locations 
where segregated cycle facilities are most required 
53.    where cyclists are moving the slowest (uphill) compared to traffic and are the least 

stable 
54.    The perceived lack of cyclists can also indicate the need for protected cycle facilities 
to ensure that the people feel safe enough to cycle here. 

55.    LTN will provide improved access to Maybury Road for walking and cycling  (But not 
for cars) 
56.    even more beneficial as new pedestrian and cycle priority junctions and active travel 
routes are delivered 

57.    greatest barrier to more people walking and cycling is feeling unsafe on the 
roads  (Weather and shopping cargo?) 
58.    It is also clear that more people would like to walk and cycle if they were given the 

right road conditions 
59.    A very clear indication of this was the significant rise in cycling during the 
lockdown  (Nonsense!  The lockdown rules only allowed out of door exercise - walking and 

cycling. Shoppers still used their cars) 
60.    easier and safer for the people walking and cycling 
61.    because more people can walk and cycle 



62.    quieter streets which allow them to walk and cycle at ease  (Warm car more 
comfortable and less likely to spread covid) 

63.    quieter streets which allow them to walk and cycle  
64.    The proposed cycleway on Drum Brae 
65.    Across the city, use of e-bikes has been increasing  (by the better off) 

66.    Furthermore, it is widely recognised in cycle design literature that hills are often the 
locations where segregated cycle facilities are most required 
67.    For anyone who can not walk or cycle the choice to use a car or taxi remains (Cost of 
taxi, longer more stressful, potentially more dangerous car journeys)  

68.    highlighted as a barrier to people walking and cycling (Yes as a barrier, not the 
barrier) 
69.    safety and attractiveness for walking and cycling will be increased.  

70.    studies in Edinburgh gives a clear message that the greatest barrier to more people 
walking and cycling is feeling unsafe on the roads 
71.    It is also clear that more people would like to walk and cycle  (Evidence?  Not the 

nonsense about the numbers during lockdown) 
72.    When the right conditions are provided, they do walk and cycle more  (Not the 
lockdown evidence again?) 

73.    Cyclists will feel confident to ride further away for the pavement in the 
recommended ‘primary cycling position’ because there are far less vehicles.  (It’s probably 
the potholes ) 

74.    A very clear indication of this was the significant rise in cycling during the 
lockdown  (YES. It was a lockdown! You were only allowed out for exercise and shopping for 
essentials) 
75.    further away from the pedestrians they pass and can pass other cyclists at the 

correct social distance. (You can’t spread covid  if you are in your car with the window up) 
  
A selection of the anti car rhetoric.  (There is more..) 

  
1.    rat running and vehicle speeds.   (Fix the junctions at PC World, Maybury and Barnton. 
Stop building on the green belt where you know the junctions are over capacity. No need for 

rat runs) 
2.    highlighting rat running, vehicle speeds, 
3.    best address the rat running and vehicle speed issues. 

4.    new developments in West Craigs and Cammo are completed the volumes of traffic 
moving through East Craigs, particularly Craigs Road and Craigmount, greatly increase 
making 
5.    rat running and high vehicle speeds 

6.    without feeling that the only option they have is to use a car. (In most cases a car is 
the only solution) 
7.    Proposals force all car traffic from the area to use one single dangerous junction  (Bet 

you don’t live near it) 
8.    majority of non-resident car traffic does not enter the area. 
9.    there will be longer routes to the shopping centre for some residents (Bet you’re not 

affected) 
10.    The Drum Brae Roundabout, already congested, will have even more traffic forced 
through it. (Rush hour? all the way to the top of the hill)  



11.    The number of trips by car in the network, and through each of its junctions, will not 
increase but the routes which they take may change.  (Of course they’ll change, no may 

about it. Your plans force them to change if you close their usual route ). 
12.    route choices will change to suit the available routes and the resultant impact on the 
junctions will be negligible ( Does that mean as you’re not affected, it doesn’t matter?)  

13.    With no increase in trips or volumes of traffic we expect negligible impact on traffic 
levels at the key surrounding junctions  ( Maybury Junction running at 115% of capacity, 
your rat runners will increase that) 
14.    making car journeys less attractive this scheme should encourage more people to 

use the buses, 
15.    With lockdown starting to ease, we are already seeing traffic levels rising quickly so 
implementing this scheme now is important. ( Cycling going back to its insignificant 

numbers now people have other things to do? 
16.    The scheme is fully in line with the council’s policies to prioritise active travel and 
public transport whilst trying to reduce the number private car trips  (So why is it being 

enacted under emergency Covid response measures?) 
  
Given the evidence of the councils response to issues raised it seems to be the pro cycling 

lobby that is driving these changes not covid. Where is the proof of the large numbers of 
locals are just waiting for cars to be removed from the road to jump on their bikes and 
rush to their work and shops?   

  
Finally, the elephant in the room. The developments to the west of Maybury Road.   We 
were told at the planning application stage that there would be little or no impact on the 
traffic passing through Maybury and Barnton Junctions, in the councils own view, a strategic 

part of the road network.  Now according to the councils own research, these junction that 
are currently running at 115% and 125% of capacity,  will have to cope with traffic rate of 
125% and 140% respectively.  Even with the most effective alterations the council knows 

that the best they can achieve is to to stay as they are.  I and thousands of others live in East 
Craigs and have no choice other than to use one of these two junctions.   At times I use the 
rat run of Craigs Road to avoid the tail back from the Maybury Junction. ( today twice. The 

southbound queue was streched beyond the roundabout into East Craigs from the 
Maybury).  This will be removed as an option.  
I should use the 31 bus as it is the only  service to East Craigs? The bus service that will in 

probability, have its route altered to cover the new estates off Turnhouse Road and at 
Cammo North.  This will easily add 10 to 15 minutes to travel times to the city centre. As a 
final insult. They blandly say some car journeys will take longer.  
  

Who gave planning permission to these developments? When it is clear they would have 
such a detrimental effect on the East Craigs area traffic flow. 
  

Covid response? This was planned before covid and has nothing to do with it.  Apart from 
allowing pedestrians to step into the road, to avoid contamination from the large number of 
infected pedestrians, there is no mention of it.  

  
The use of this emergency power to introduce such wide ranging changes is an attack on 
local democracy and an abuse of power. 



Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 18 August to the First Minister.  My team has policy 

responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.   
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 

Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the temporary ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  We have had to react very quickly 
to this health emergency to put in place the temporary measures that are needed 
and will continue to be needed for some time to allow people to physically distance 

and keep them safe from traffic whilst taking daily exercise, visiting shops or for 
travelling to work in line with the Transport Transition Plan 
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/ 
 

To support this necessity for quick planning and implementation to respond to the 
Covid-19 emergency, we have streamlined the funding processes and relaxed the 
rules on consultation using emergency legislation 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-stakeholders-

on-the-coronavirus-scotland-act-2020/.  Transport Scotland also published Guidance 
on Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders and when these can be applied.   Local 
authorities will be following this temporary guidance. 
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly as we recognise that each will have 
different issues and priorities that they need to manage.  I recommend that you 
contact City of Edinburgh Council who will be able to address your concerns. 

 
 
  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-stakeholders-on-the-coronavirus-scotland-act-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-stakeholders-on-the-coronavirus-scotland-act-2020/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


I write to you to raise my concerns that Edinburgh City Council are misusing Space for 
People legislation in regards to traffic measures being implemented in the Craigs Road area 
of Corstorphine. 

  
As a resident , the proposals 
which Edinburgh Council are forcing through misusing their emergency powers are not only 
totally unnecessary but are dangerous and detrimental to many residents of the area. 

  
Edinburgh Council are claiming these are “emergency” measures needed to protect local 
residents, yet over 99% of local residents who responded objected to these proposals, over 
1400 people signed a petition against these measures, yet Edinburgh City Council claim they 

are acting in residents best interests! 
  
These proposals are dangerous in that they direct all traffic to the already over used Drum 
Brae, residents like myself on Drum Brae already face one of the highest traffic pollution 

levels in Scotland, yet Edinburgh City Council are directing yet more traffic onto the road. 
used by 

the majority of pupils to access the school, yet the council are forcing them to cross an 
already dangerous road with yet more traffic added! It is only a matter of time before 

someone is injured or killed! 
  
Further to the above the Craigs Road area is already one of the most pedestrianised areas in 
Corstorphine, even at the hight of the pandemic their was amble space for all to pursue. Now 

that a large majority of people are back at work these roads are now deserted, yet Edinburgh 
Council wishes to hamper local residents abilities to go about their business. 
  
Finally, I am concerned about Edinburgh Councils Emergency response plans, as 6 months 

into the pandemic they are only now implementing what they class as Emergency measures 
when the vast majority of the country has gone back to the new normal! If Edinburgh council 
deem it an Emergency 6 months after the fact, I have grave concerns on their abilities to 
manage real emergencies! 

 
 
Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 18 August to the First Minister.  My team has policy 
responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.   
 

Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 
Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the temporary ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  We have had to react very quickly 
to this health emergency to put in place the temporary measures that are needed 

and will continue to be needed for some time to allow people to physically distance 
and keep them safe from traffic whilst taking daily exercise, visiting shops or for 
travelling to work in line with the Transport Transition Plan 
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/ 

 
To support this necessity for quick planning and implementation to respond to the 
Covid-19 emergency, we have streamlined the funding processes and relaxed the 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/


rules on consultation using emergency legislation 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-stakeholders-on-the-
coronavirus-scotland-act-2020/.  Transport Scotland also published Guidance on 

Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders and when these can be applied.   Local 
authorities will be following this temporary guidance. 
 

Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly as we recognise that each will have 
different issues and priorities that they need to manage.  I recommend that you 
contact City of Edinburgh Council who will be able to address your concerns. 
  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-stakeholders-on-the-coronavirus-scotland-act-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-stakeholders-on-the-coronavirus-scotland-act-2020/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


 
 
Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 17 August to the First Minister.  My team has policy 

responsibility for the Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to 
respond to you.   
 
Responsibility for management of local roads sits with local authorities.  The Scottish 

Government has supported local authorities to respond to the Covid-19 emergency 
through the temporary ‘Spaces for People’ fund.  This helps local authorities to put in 
place temporary measures such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways to 
allow people to physically distance.  Further details can be found on the Sustrans 
website https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2020/scotland/spaces-for-people-
making-essential-travel-and-exercise-safer-during-coronavirus/ 

 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 

in their area and apply for funding accordingly as we recognise that each will have 
different issues and priorities.  I note that you have already contacted City of 
Edinburgh Council, who will be able to address your concerns. 
 

Regards 
  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2020/scotland/spaces-for-people-making-essential-travel-and-exercise-safer-during-coronavirus/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2020/scotland/spaces-for-people-making-essential-travel-and-exercise-safer-during-coronavirus/


 

 
Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your letter of 22 July regarding Aberdeen City Council’s proposal to 

use their Spaces for People funding on artwork.   
 
This fund is administered by Sustrans Scotland, who have confirmed that Aberdeen 
City Council has decided not to proceed with this commission, especially in light of 

the recent increase in confirmed cases in the city to enable it to prioritise the 
protection of public health.  
 
 
  



 



 
 

 

Scottish Government response: 
 

Thank you for your e-mail the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and 
Connectivity on 27 July.  My team has policy responsibility for the Spaces for People 
programme and I have been asked to respond to you.  I also responded to an earlier 
e mail you issued to the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland detailing similar 

concerns. 
 
The Scottish Government and local authorities have had to react very quickly to this 
health emergency to put in place the temporary measures that are needed and will 

continue to be needed to allow people to physically distance and keep them safe 



from traffic whilst taking daily exercise, visiting shops or for travelling to work in line 
with the Transport Transition Plan (https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-
19/transport-transition-plan/). 

 
To support this necessity for quick planning and implementation to respond to the 
Covid-19 emergency, Transport Scotland also published Guidance on Temporary 
Traffic Regulation Orders.   This guidance states that these orders require no prior 

consultation and are relatively flexible.    
 
Each local authority has therefore been encouraged to consider and develop 
temporary changes to respond to their different circumstances and priorities.  In 

delivering the changes, we do expect public bodies to comply with all relevant 
statutory duties including, where applicable, the public sector equality duty and 
requirements to carry out equality impact assessments.  And we also understand 
that some adjustments may be required where issues arise.   

 
I note that you have also issued this e mail to the Glasgow City Council Convener for 
Sustainability and Carbon Reduction, who will be able to address your specific 
concerns about the Great Western Road. 
 
 

  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Government%20is%20issuing%20this%20guidance%20on,pedestrians%20and%20cyclists%20allowing%20for%20physical%20distancing%20measures.


 

 
 

 
 

 
Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail the Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and 

Connectivity on 23 July.  My team has policy responsibility for the Spaces for People 
programme and I have been asked to respond to you. 
 
You may be aware that we announced the new ‘Spaces for People’ fund on 28 April 

2020 to provide funding for local authorities to put in place temporary measures for 
up to 18 months such as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways in response to 
the Covid-19 emergency. 
 

In line with the Transport Transition Plan 
(https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/) these 
temporary measures continue to be needed to allow people to physically distance, 
and keep them safe from traffic whilst taking daily exercise, visiting shops or for 

travelling to work and feedback has been generally very positive across the country. 
 
Each local authority has been encouraged to consider opportunities for temporary 
changes in their area and to apply for funding accordingly.  We streamlined the 

funding processes to allow changes to be developed and delivered quickly in order 
to support the Covid response.  We expect local authorities implementing the 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/transport-transition-plan/


temporary measures to continue to comply with all relevant statutory duties 
including, where applicable, the public sector equality duty and requirements to carry 
out equality impact assessments. 

 
We recognise that each local area will have different circumstances and priorities.  If 
you would like to discuss the measures being carried out in your area, I recommend 
that you contact Glasgow City Council who will be able to set out the rationale for 

their approach. 
 
 
 
  



The Scottish Government has awarded funding to the CEC for temporary works associated with the 

Covid-19 Pandemic.  The CEC has allocated an unknown amount to reducing the Wester Hailes dual 
carriage way to single carriageway by installing a temporary kerb to produce a safe cycle route to 

replace the existing cycle paths. 

  
  I have the opportunity to see traffic conditions and have 

observed the extremely small number of cyclists who use this road.  A quick traffic count during a 
time which recorded 1000 vehicle journeys on the route resulted in 0 cycle journeys.  
  
I have tried unsuccessfully to find data which would support the decision to implement the temporary 

works - namely : 
What is the average daily cycle journeys made on each section of the route identified in the plan? 
What is the projected average daily cycle journeys for this route postimplementation? 
Have the emergency services been consulted as reduction to single lane, with no opportunity to 

overtake vehicles, could seriously affect response times? 
Have local community councils been consulted? 
  
There are a number of floating bus stops which will obstruct the flow of traffic again affecting 
emergency services.  It also seems extremely dangerous to expect bus passengers to have to cross a 

cycle lane when getting on/off busses.  What provision will be made for bus passengers on safety 

grounds? 
  
It also seems ridiculous to provide such a wide and segregated  cycle lane with no provision for safe 
cycling at either end of the route.  The Sighthill roundabout is extremely dangerous with a large 

volume of traffic from the west, city centre, as well as the wester Hailes road Sighthill industrial 

estate  This proposal would leave cyclists stranded with no cycle lanes on Bankhead avenue or the 

Calder road in both directions.  At the other end there are no cycle routes on Gillesipe road or the 

Lanark road.   

 
 

Scottish Government response: 

 
Thank you for your e-mail to the Scottish Government; my team manages the 
Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you. 
 

We announced the new ‘Spaces for People’ fund on 28 April 2020 to provide funding 
for local authorities to put in place temporary measures in response to the Covid-19 
emergency including widening walkways and pavements to allow everyone, and 
especially vulnerable people, to be able to walk safely, and pop up cycle lanes. 

 
These temporary measures were and still are needed to allow people to physically 
distance, and keep them safe from traffic whilst taking daily exercise, visiting shops 
or travelling to work and feedback has been generally very positive across the 

country.  The First Minister regularly reminds people at her daily press briefings 
about the FACTS public health message: 

 Face coverings should be worn in enclosed spaces such as shops and public 
transport; 

 Avoid crowded places; 

 Clean your hands and hard surfaces regularly; 

 Two metre distancing remains the rule – it is the one measure we all need to 

remind ourselves to constantly comply with; and 
 Self-isolate, and book a test, if you have symptoms. 



 
Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly.  To support the necessity for quick 

planning and implementation to respond to the Covid-19 emergency we streamlined 
the processes, including those on consultation.  In delivering the changes we expect 
public bodies to comply with all relevant statutory duties including, where applicable, 
the public sector equality duty and requirements to carry out equality impact 

assessments. 
 
If you have any specific concerns with the changes being made in your area, or 
feedback that you wish to share, I recommend that you contact City of Edinburgh 

Council who will be able to address these. 
 
  



 
I believe that Edinburgh Council are accessing money from the Scottish Government intended to 
improve safety with regard to COVID-19 and that the proposal above is being funded by that 
means. 
However they are not following any of the usual processes to advise those potentially affected 
and appear to be rushing the measures through without any proper consultation or usual 
safeguards. 
I believe that the council are using Scottish Government money by stating that the above scheme 
is for COVID improvements when it isn't, and I would ask that you call in and review the details of 
the council's plans to see if they meet your requirements, before the money is spent. 
The proposed measures do not appear to take account of the fact that we are almost in Phase 4, 
or that social distancing is not required when passing someone in the street. It would appear that 
the Council are using the funding as a back door to implement other initiatives which they do not 
have sufficient funds for. 
In addition, the council have been unable to supply any information to local councillors (or indeed 
anyone) about number of cyclists affected, targets, etc and they are ignoring serious  safety 
concerns and a variety of other objections. 
I just cannot believe that this is being allowed to happen in this way.  And since it's Scottish 
Government money which is being used, I'm raising a complaint with you about the fact that I 
can't see the COVID benefit. 
You should also note that from a standing start on 7th July, I believe the council's intention is to 
start work from Monday 27th July. 
I look forward to your early response. 
regards, 
 

 
Scottish Government response: 
 
Thank you for your e-mail to the Scottish Government; my team manages the 

Spaces for People programme and I have been asked to respond to you. 
 
You may be aware that we announced the new ‘Spaces for People’ fund on 28 April 
2020 to provide funding for local authorities to put in place temporary measures such 

as pop-up cycle lanes and widening walkways in response to the Covid-19 
emergency. 
 
These temporary measures were and still are needed to allow people to physically 

distance, and keep them safe from traffic whilst taking daily exercise, visiting shops 
for essential items or for key workers travelling to work and feedback has been 
generally very positive across the country.  The Scottish Government has been very 
consistent in explaining that physical distancing will still be necessary for some time 

to come and the current public information service on FACTS reiterates the key 

points we all need to follow: 

 Face coverings should be worn in enclosed spaces such as shops and public 

transport; 

 Avoid crowded places; 

 Clean your hands and hard surfaces regularly; 

 Two metre distancing remains the rule – it is the one measure we all need to 

remind ourselves to constantly comply with; and 

 Self-isolate, and book a test, if you have symptoms.  
 



Each local authority has been asked to consider opportunities for temporary changes 
in their area and apply for funding accordingly.  To support the necessity for quick 
planning and implementation to respond to the Covid-19 emergency we streamlined 

the processes, including those on consultation. 
 
If you have any specific concerns with the changes being made in your area, I 
recommend that you contact City of Edinburgh Council who will be able to address 

your concerns. 
 




