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Item 1

From: Barrett, Joanna [redacted]

Sent: 13 October 2020 17:47

To: Scottish Ministers <Scottish_Ministers@gov.scot>

Cc: David Ferguson <david.ferguson@barnardos.org.uk>
Subject: FAO: office of Minister for Children and Young People

Please find attached a letter from Barnardo’s Scotland and NSPCC Scotland to the
Minister for Children and Young People.

Best wishes,

Joanna

Joanna Barrett | Policy and Public Affairs Manager | NSPCC Scotland

f’ [dfeda?]ed] | [redacted] | NSPCC | Twitter | Facebook | YouTube
redacte

[For attached letter please see the following 2 pages]
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Maree Todd MSP

Minister for Children and Young People
Scottish Government

Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6Q0

13™ Qctober 2020
Dear Minister,

We write, as organisations integral to the successful campaign which brought about the Children
(Equal Protection from Assault) (Scotland) Act, to express our disappointment at the recent public
messaging on the subject of the imminent legal change, and to offer our support in developing
future communications.

Ensuring children are equally protected from assault in the law is a fundamental issue of children’s
rights. As such, we were delighted with the Scottish Government’s strong and unwavering
commitment to the Act as it passed through the Scottish Parliament last year. Nevertheless,
communicating this legal change to the public is far from straightforward.

The debate surrounding a child’s right to equal protection is emotive and nuanced. Throughout the
passage of the Bill, supporters, including the Scottish Government, sought to eschew hyperbaole and
reassure that legal reform is a progressive change, designed to support children and families. Indeed,
it was the central strategy of the campaign for equal protection to mowve beyond the hitherta
simplistic debate on ‘smacking’, which too often became mired in the false dichotomy of parents’
rights v children’s rights, and unevidenced and alarmist claims about the increased criminalisation
parsnts.

We were therefore dismayed to read the Scottish Government briefing on legal change published
last week hittps://www.gov. scot/publications/physical-punishment-and-discipline-of-children-how-
the-law-is-changing/ the tone of which was, in our opinion, deeply unhelpful. In particular, the “dial
999" message (which we are aware has subseguently been amended) led the media to focus on
assertions by a pressure group that parents will indeed be subject to increased criminalisation by the
new legislation. It is unfortunate to say the least that such headlines have typified the Scottish
Government’s first public communications on the Act.

It is imperative that the Scottish Government takes the lead in supporting parents and the public to
understand legal change as a positive development which can improve family relationships and
wider society. Sensitive, nuanced communication around suppaorting parents and responding to
incidents could not be mare impartant, at a time when pressures and uncertainties facing families
are arguably unparalleled in modern history.

Countries across the world are looking to Scotland to be an exemplar in implementing legal change
to give children equal protection. As organisations with expertise in working with children and
families, and passionate about ensuring children are protected from all forms of violence, we would
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be happy to offer the Scottish Government any support necessany to ensure the Act is implemented
effectively and leads to the shift in attitudes and behaviours that we all desire to make Scotland the
best place to grow up.

Yours sincerely,

Mat. Creme .

Martin Crewe — Director, Barnardo’s Scotland
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Matt Forde — National Head of Service, NSPCC Scotland
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Item 2

From: [Redacted]

Date: 15 October 2020 at 10:50:34 BST
To: nicola.sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot
Subject: Smacking ban

Dear First Minister

| am deeply shocked that your government is now asking us to call 999 if we see
someone smacking a child.

Smacking is not abuse- there is already law which deals with abusing a child.
Please do not bring this law into force on Nov 7.

[Redacted]



Item 3

[Redacted]
20th October 2020

The Rt Hon Nicola Sturgeon

First Minister E} {W@ EIVE ﬁ

Holyrood, Edinburgh. g i 0CT 2020

5

Dear Ms Sturgeon i

The Children (Equal Protection from Assault) Bill

I write as a parent of three grown children and grandparent of five primary and pre-school age children,
to protest in the strongest possible terms that this, in my view, ridiculously stupid and harmful
proposition, is imminently to become law in Scotland. It would not be exaggerating to say that Idespair
at the immaturity, to say nothing of foolishness, of the majority of those adults chosen to represent the
Scottish populus at Holyrood, who voted last year by 84-29 in favour of such a move. I note that there
has been NO Government media campaign to inform Parents of this intention (and I doubt if the
proposition was ever in a Manifesto), but that two leaflets igve been produced and are about to be
distributed to Primary age children (no less!!!).

The rationale behind the legislation is that children should have the same level of protection as adults
against, what is described as assault. Has it escaped the notice of the “pro” lobby that children are not
adults and that they are “in training to become adult”, Physical discipline should not as a matter of
course be described as “assault” although sometimes it undoubtedly can be that (many of us
unfortunately have heard of glaring instances where children have fallen through the cracks in the
existing system of checks and balances for cruel mistreatment by parents/guardians). Thank God those
instances are a decided minority. So many Holyrood MSPs surely cannot believe that a majority of
Scottish parents are monsters who assault their young!!! That, astonxshmgiy, is what they seem to be
implying by introducing this legislation,

I would argue that the infention of caring parents would be to guide their children, using example,
persuasion and discipline in its various forms, towards becoming fully fledged self-disciplined adults
who become contributing members of society. To suggest that a well-placed smack by a loving parent is
a criminal act to be sanctioned by huge fines and/or jailing is, in my opinion, in itself a monstrous State-
Violence against the family. (I could equally well argue that “verbal assault” can have a detrimental
long-lasting effect, for instance, on mental health - and try legislating for that one! Some parents and
teachers are known to have caused life-long harm by their shouting and character assassination.)

Further, the very idea of encouraging young children to “clipe’ on their parents is beyond belief (“the
house that is divided against itself will fall”). Any mature adult knows there are times when a child will
resent parental control producing the “I hate you” outburst.

Politicians should not try to “play God”. They are singularly unsuited and ill-equipped for that task.

Yours sincerely in the hope that this law will not be enacted.

[Redacted]

“Smackmg is something that must go, some Psychiatrists say, but discipline is a feat.somenmes
accomplished through the seat”





