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From: Morag Ferguson - Dev | G <mferguson@cne-siar.gov.uk>
Sent: 09 April 2020 11:02
To:
Cc: Calum Iain MacIver | G; Joe MacPhee | G
Subject: Electricity Act 1989 - the consented Stornoway Wind Farm - extension of date by 

which development must commence
Attachments: FW: Electricity Act 1989 - the consented Stornoway Wind Farm - extension of date 

by which development must commence; FW: Stornoway existing consent - 
responses from statutory consultees

Dear , 

THE STORNOWAY WIND FARM ELECTRICITY GENERATING STATION, 1.5KM TO THE WEST OF THE TOWN OF 
STORNOWAY ON THE ISLE OF LEWIS 

I refer to your email dated 9 March 2020 concerning the above development which encloses and references a letter, 
dated 17 February 2020, from Lewis Wind Power.   

Consent was granted by Scottish Ministers on 7 September 2012 under section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (“section 
36 consent”) for the Stornoway Wind Farm on the Isle of Lewis. 

On 22 March 2016, following consideration of an updated Environmental Statement and having sought the views of 
the public and consultation bodies, including Comhairle nan Eilean Siar as ‘principal consultee’, the section 36 consent 
was varied by Scottish Ministers under section 36C of the Electricity Act 1989.  

On 16 June 2017, following further consultation with the consultation bodies, as defined in the Electricity Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, and the absence of any objection from same, 
Scottish Ministers determined that a requested extension of 3 years to the date by which the consent must be 
implemented be approved, and directed that the commencement of the Development must be no later than 6 
September 2020, or such other period as the Scottish Ministers may subsequently direct in writing. 

The letter, dated 17 February 2020, from Lewis Wind Power now formally requests that Scottish Ministers in 
accordance with the Consent formerly issued and varied under Section 36, extend the period by which development 
must commence by a further 2 years, the effect of which would be that the commencement of the Development must 
be no later than 7 September 2022; and sets out the justification for the request. 

The justification stated is the delay to the Western Isles Transmission project (the Interconnector); this is accepted 
and well understood by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar through its own longstanding and continued active engagement 
with OFGEM on the matter.  

The email dated 9 March 2020 seeks the views of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar based on its areas of expertise as to 
whether any proposed extension of time would present any planning or environmental issues. No changes are 
proposed to the development as consented and varied and the principle of the development as consented is not 
revisited. 

In the period since the section 36 consent was varied by Scottish Ministers under section 36C of the Electricity Act 
1989, National Planning Framework 3 (NPF3) and Scottish Planning Policy June 2014 remain extant, while Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar has adopted a new Development Plan; the Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan November 2018, 
augmented by the Supplementary Guidance for Wind Energy Development November 2018.  

The principal policies of the Development Plan pertaining to the application are the Development Strategy and Policy 
EI 8 : Energy and Heat Resources. Both remain supportive of wind energy and present no material change to the 
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framework against which the proposal was previously assessed. There are a number of other policies which are also 
relevant, including Policies PD6: Compatibility of Neighbouring Uses; EI3: Water Environment; EI5: Soils; EI11: 
Safeguarding; EI12: Developer Contributions; NBH1: Landscape; NBH2: Natural Heritage; NBH3: Trees and Woodland; 
NBH4: Built Heritage; NBH5: Archaeology; and NBH6: Historic Areas.  Of these Policies,  EI3: Water Environment; and 
EI5: Soils have been updated in line with SEPA Guidance while the others, subject to minor revisions, remain consistent 
with the previous policies on the same subjects. 

The main changes to the Supplementary Guidance for Wind Energy Development November 2018, from the 
equivalent statutory supplementary guidance against which the development was formerly assessed, have been to 
incorporate a  definition for wind farms, advice on visibility and potential impact on Radar, an update to the spatial 
strategy and mapping in line with SPP 2014, provision of development policies for all scales of turbines and to include 
new policies on Borrow Pits and Repowering.  

The Stornoway Wind Farm, consistent with previous assessment, is identified as being within an ‘Area with Potential 
for Wind Farms’ subject to satisfactory assessment against the Development Plan and the Supplementary Guidance.  

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar  has consulted internal stakeholders and none raise concerns regarding the proposed 
request to extend the date by which development must commence by a further 2 year period. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar notes that 

• SEPA has no objection to a two year extension to the implementation date of the windfarm on the 
understanding that all subsequent submissions to discharge conditions will follow current best practice, 
and micro-siting and other measures will be used to reduce the impact of the development on peat and 
considers such measures would meet the criteria for development on carbon rich soils as set out in its 
updated Development Plan policy EI 5: Soils and  Supplementary Guidance Wind Energy Development 
Policy on Soil Resources.

• Historic Environment Scotland has no objection on the basis that that the proposed extension of time 
within which development must commence does not alter the impacts of the proposed development on 
historic environment interests.

• Scottish Natural Heritage has yet to respond.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, is therefore of the view that subject to Scottish Ministers having regard to the requirements 
of the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 , the advice of SEPA and any 
subsequent views expressed by SNH, that a proposed extension of the period by which development must commence 
by a further 2 years extension of time, i.e. no later than 7 September 2022, would not present any planning or 
environmental issues and therefore raises no objection. 

I trust the above is sufficient for the purposes of the consultation. 

Yours sincerely 

Mòrag NicFhearghais | Manaidsear Dealbhaidh, (Rianadh Leasachaidh) | Roinn nan Coimhearsnachdan | 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar | Baile a’ Mhanaich | Beinn na Faoghla | Benbecula | HS7 5LA | 
mferguson@cne-siar.gov.uk | Fon:   | Facs:  | Ext 330838 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Morag Ferguson | Planning Manager, (Development Management), | Communities Department | 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar | Balivanich | Benbecula | HS7 5LA. mferguson@cne-siar.gov.uk Tel:  

 | Fax:  | Ext 330838 

[redacted s38(1)(b)] [redacted s38(1)(b)]

[redacted s38(1)(b)]

[redacted s38(1)(b)



3

Ag Obair Comhla airson na h-Eileanan Siar   COMHAIRLE NAN EILEAN SIAR   Working Together for the 
Western Isles 
Planning applications and appeals can be submitted online at :  www.eplanning.scot/ePlanningClient 

Pre-application planning advice is given without prejudice to the consideration of any subsequent application received 
by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. 

This email and any attachments may contain privileged/confidential information. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please inform the sender and delete this message immediately. Any views or other information in 
this message which do not relate to the business of the Comhairle are not authorised by the Comhairle nor 
does this message form part of any contract unless so stated. The Comhairle's email system is subject to 
random monitoring and recording. This e-mail message and any attached files have been scanned for the 
presence of computer viruses by MailCritical. However, you are advised that you open any attachments at 
your own risk. 

Dh’fhaodadh gum bi fiosrachadh sochairichte/dìomhair an lùib a’ phuist-dealain seo no ceangalachain sam 
bith. Ma chaidh a chur thugaibh ann am mearachd, cuiribh fios chun neach a chur thugaibh e agus dubh às 
an teachdaireachd-sa sa bhad. Chan eil beachdan no fiosrachadh sam bith eile nach eil ceangailte ri 
gnothachas na Comhairle ùghdarraichte leis a’ Chomhairle agus chan eil an teachdaireachd seo na phàirt de 
chunnradh sam bith mur a h-eil seo ainmichte sa phost-dealain. Tha siostam post-dealain na Comhairle ga 
mheasadh agus ga chlàradh gu tuaireamach. Tha an teachdaireachd post-dealain seo agus ceangalachain sam 
bith air a bhith gan sganadh airson bhìorasan le MailCritical. Gidheadh, thathar a’ comhairleachadh gu bheil 
sibh a’ fosgladh cheangalachain sam bith aig ur cunnart fhèin. 

British Sign Language (BSL) users can contact us directly by using contactSCOTLAND-BSL 

______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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From: Mark MacDonald <Mark.MacDonald@nature.scot>
Sent: 21 April 2020 17:19
To:
Subject: RE: Electricity Ac  1989 - the consented Stornoway Wind Farm - extension of date 

by which development must commence

 

There are no environmental changes relating to designated sites or issues of national importance which in our view 
could be affected by the proposed further extension to the consent. 

We are aware that since our previous advice on this application a small breeding population of hen harriers has 
begun to breed in Lewis, which in recent years has included breeding attempts within the consented development 
site. Environmental information gathered in relation to the proposed new development on the same site has shown 
that this population is becoming well-established. There has been no assessment carried out of any impact the 
consented development might have on this population. On balance, we have concluded that this does not at present 
constitute substantial environmental changes that would preclude the extension of timescale as proposed. We wish 
to put on record, however,  that if the hen harrier population continues on its current trajectory, then we would 
likely reach a different conclusion were a further extension to be requested beyond this one.  

I hope you find these comments helpful, please get back to me with any further queries. 

Yours sincerely 

Mark Macdonald | Operations Officer, Lewis & Harris 
Scottish Natural Heritage | 32 Francis Street | Stornoway | Isle of Lewis | HS1 2ND |  
Dualchas Nàdair na h-Alba | 32 Sràid Fhrangain | Steòrnabhagh | Eilean Leòdhais | HS1 2ND 
t: / (internal) 
nature.scot – Connecting People and Nature in Scotland – @nature scot 

All SNH email address have changed to @nature.scot. Please update your address book. 

From: NORTH_AREAS_CASEWORK <NORTH_AREAS_CASEWORK@nature.scot>  
Sent: 09 March 2020 16:15 
To: NORTH_AREAS_CASEWORK_ADMIN <NORTHAREASCASEWORKAD@nature.scot> 
Subject: FW: Electricity Act 1989 - the consented Stornoway Wind Farm - extension of date by which development 
must commence 

*Case title/description:  (may be unnecessary e.g. where
clear description on council website)

Electricity Act 1989 - the consented Stornoway 
Wind Farm - extension of date by which 
development must commence 

*Triage officer name: Alexander Macdonald 
*Case type: CDM 
*Case sub type: Post-application 
*Legislation: ( if more than one option available) Section 36 Electricity Act 
*Date required: 20 April 2020 
*Linked cases/case family: CDM155609 

[re  
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Case Family: Stornoway wind farm 
*Assign to: Mark MacDonald 

Renewables case: Stornoway Wind Farm – Site ID: 1478942 
Protected areas: Lewis Peatlands SPA 
Natural heritage interests: Case officer to determine. 
Location for geotagging:    use grid ref or location map from 
council website or sometimes using geotagging from linked 
case is the easiest  

Same as CDM155609 

Which docs to save on ERDMS:   (if not obvious) 
Where to save docs:  (this information should not be 
required once lists of ‘where to save documents on ERDMS’ 
are available for each area) 

Erdms ref attached. 

Alexander Macdonald | Operations Officer 
Scottish Natural Heritage | The Links | Golspie Business Park | Golspie | Sutherland | KW10 6UB | t:  
Dualchas Nàdair na h-Alba | A’Mhachair | Pàirc Gnothachais Ghoillspidh | Ghoillspidh | Cataibh | KW10 6UB 
nature.scot – Connecting People and Nature in Scotland – @nature scot 

From: ARGYLL_OUTERHEBRIDES <ARGYLL OUTERHEBRIDES@nature.scot>  
Sent: 09 March 2020 15:39 
To: NORTH_AREAS_CASEWORK <NORTH AREAS CASEWORK@nature.scot> 
Subject: FW: Electricity Act 1989 - the consented Stornoway Wind Farm - extension of date by which development 
must commence 

From:   
Sent: 09 March 2020 12:16 
To: planning@cne-siar.gov.uk; planningdingwall@sepa.org.uk; ARGYLL_OUTERHEBRIDES 
<ARGYLL OUTERHEBRIDES@nature.scot>; HMConsultations@hes.scot 
Subject: Electricity Act 1989 - the consented Stornoway Wind Farm - extension of date by which development must 
commence 

Dear All 

I refer to the attached letter from Lewis Wind Power dated 17 February 2020. 

Background 

On 7th September 2012, the Scottish Ministers granted consent under section 36 of the Electricity 
Act in respect of the construction and operation of a 36 turbine development approximately 1.5km 
west of Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis. The terms of condition number 2 of the section 36 consent 
require that commencement of the development should be no later than 5 years from the date of 
the consent “or such other period as the Scottish Ministers may hereafter direct”. 

On 22 March 2016, the Scottish Ministers varied the terms of the consent; the maximum tip height 
of the turbines was varied from 143.5 to 145 metres, the total length of track was reduced by 1.8 
km, and the number of borrow pits was reduced from 10 to 7. Several planning conditions were 
varied, but the date by which development must commence under condition 2 was not varied. 
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On 5th April 2017, the Scottish Ministers wrote to you, the consultation bodies as defined in the 
Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, following a 
request by the consent holder for Ministers to direct a different date by which development must 
commence. There were no objections raised by you and the Scottish Ministers directed that 
development must commence no later than 7 September 2020. 

Consultation 

The letter attached requests that the Scottish Ministers direct another period for development to 
commence on the consented proposal, such that the development must be implemented by 7th 
September 2022. There are underlying reasons why the developer has been unable to commence 
development, and these are set out in the letter. 

I would appreciate your views based on your areas of expertise as to whether any proposed 
extension of time would present any planning or environmental issues. Please give your views on 
whether you consider there has been any substantial environmental changes for your interests 
that would preclude the extension of timescale as proposed, rather than views on the principle of 
the development itself. 

There is another consultation, issued on 4 March 2020, being undertaken on additional 
information submitted in respect of the live section 36 application for a different development on 
the site. This email is a separate consultation and concerns only the consented 
development. Please do not comment on the new proposal via this consultation. 

I attach the request from the developer, the original consent, and the varied consent, for your 
information. I would be grateful if you could respond directly to me no later than 20 April 2020. 

Kind regards 

  | Team Leader  | Energy Consents Unit  
Scottish Government | 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow, G2 8LU 
Tel:  Mob:  
To view our current casework please visit www.energyconsents.scot  

**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the 
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of 
any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions 
contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 

From 1 May 2020, SNH will be rebranding and changing its name to NatureScot. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
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