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From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: 27 July 2020 13:25 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Social Security and Older People >; Minister for 
Older People and Equalities > 
Cc: Bird L (Lisa) @gov.scot>; gov.scot>;

ov.scot>; @gov.scot>;
@gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; Campbell J (Jeanette) 

@gov.scot>;  
gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 

Subject: Covid-19 - engagement with trans people 
 

  
 
The Equality Network have been in touch looking to organise a community 
roundtable with the Cabinet Secretary and trans people focused on Covid-19 

impacts on trans people. A particularly key area is trans healthcare, but in discussion 
with EN it was felt that the discussion should have a broad focus on trans equality 
given Cab Sec’s portfolio responsibility for equality and human rights. If the Cabinet 
Secretary is happy to undertake this, we can explore suitable times and dates with 

EN and the Minister may also wish to join the discussion. Please let us know.  
 

 

Scottish Government |  | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ 
      

 
I’m working from home and can be contacted via blackberry 
 

 



 
From: @equality-network.org>  
Sent: 10 June 2020 09:43 
To: @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Hate Crime Bill 
 

 
 
Hi , 
 
Just to add that it’s great to see the amendments proposed for tomorrow 
for the Civil Partnership Bill, including the CabSec’s support for the 
section 3 amendments. 
 

 
 



From:   
Sent: 25 June 2020 16:09 
To: @gov.scot> 
Subject: Equality Network tweets on CP Bill  
 

 
For any interest: the Equality Network tweets on the CP Bill passing.  Sad lack of midges.  
 
They say mixed sex CPs might be available in Scotland in early 2021  

 The only response was actually about getting GRA reform 
finished.  
 

 
 

| Scottish Government | | St Andrew’s House |
| Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG |  

 



From: @equality-network.org>  
Sent: 10 June 2020 13:30 
To: @gov.scot>;

@gov.scot> 
Subject: Civil Partnership Bill stage 2 
 

 
 
H  and , 
 
I only just got this finished and off to members of the Equalities and 
Human Rights Committee, so I don’t know if any of them will see it – a 
briefing we have done for stage 2 of the CP Bill tomorrow. 
 
All the best, 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 

 
 
Equality Network 
30 Bernard Street 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6PR 
Telephone: 0131 467 6039 
 
www.equality-network.org 
 

Donate to the Equality Network 
 
Registered Scottish Charity: SC037852 
Company limited by guarantee: SC220213 
 
From: @gov.scot gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 June 2020 14:03 
To: equality-network.org> 
Cc @gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Civil Partnership Bill stage 2 



 

 
Many thanks for sending this on.  
 
We hope you’re well and managing to find ways to enjoy this initial easing of lockdown restrictions.  
 

 
 

| Scottish Government | | St Andrew’s House 
| Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG |  

 

 
From: @equality-network.org>  
Sent: 10 June 2020 14:06 
To: @gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Civil Partnership Bill stage 2 
 

 
 
Hi  
 
We’re all fairly well here thanks and still getting stuff done!  
 
I’m hoping to have a week off fairly soon (in phase 2!) and maybe then 
be able to have coffees outside cafes. 
 

 
 



From:   
Sent: 24 July 2020 17:05 
To:  ;   
Cc:  ;  ;  
Subject: RE: Ministerial correspondence - 202000051733 
 

 

One further thought from me. We could refer the constituent to the Equality Network: 
https://www.equality-network.org/. 
 

 

 
From: gov.scot>  
Sent: 24 July 2020 17:06 
To: gov.scot>;

gov.scot> 
Cc gov.scot>;

@gov.scot>; nrscotland.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial correspondence - 202000051733 
 

You might also refer in the draft reply to their page on parenting: 
https://www.equality-network.org/your-rights/parenting/ 
 
From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: 24 July 2020 17:09 
To: gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Cc gov.scot>;

@gov.scot> nrscotland.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial correspondence - 202000051733 
 

Thanks , I’ve added both of these into the draft below. 

 

 

| Scottish Government | | St Andrew’s House |  
| Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG |  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
    

 

Minister for Community Safety 

Ash Denham MSP 

 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 

Mark McDonald MSP 
mark.mcdonald.msp@parliament.scot 

 

___ 
Our ref: 202000057133   
17 August 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Mark, 
 
Thank you for your letter to the Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Local Government 
dated 2 July 2020. I am responding as I have responsibility for family law and I apologise for 
the delay in my response. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

. 
 

.  
  

 
 

 
 

 
  
 



Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 
    

 

It may also be helpful to refer your constituent to the Equality Network: https://www.equality-
network.org/, in particular to the page on parenting: https://www.equality-network.org/your-
rights/parenting/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASH DENHAM 
 



From:  
Sent: 15 April 2020 10:42 
Subject: 63 MEPs write to Hungarian Ministers to drop article 33 of the omnibus bill 
  
Dear civil society allies,  
  
Kindly find in attachment the letter that the Intergroup sent to the Minister of the PM's office and 
the Minister of Justice in Hungary regarding Article 33 of the omnibus bill, for which we held a 
consultation with LGBTI civil society last week. 
  
You can find the letter on our Facebook, Twitter and website.  
  
Kind regards,  

  
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
  

From: europarl.europa.eu>  
Sent: 05 May 2020 13:29 
Subject: RE: 63 MEPs write to Hungarian Ministers to drop article 33 of the omnibus bill 
  
Dear civil society allies,  
  
Following up on this, you can see the response given by the Hungarian government to the letter the 
Intergroup sent. 
Hungarian MEP Sandór Ronái made the response public here. 
  
Kind regards,  

 
From: equality-network.org>  
Sent: 05 May 2020 14:03 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; 

gov.scot>; gov.scot>; 
@gov.scot> 

Subject: FW: 63 MEPs write to Hungarian Ministers to drop article 33 of the omnibus bill 
 
It’s well worth reading the Hungarian Government’s response letter 
https://twitter.com/sandor ronai/status/1255804819006279680?s=20 and considering how the 
roll-back of trans rights in Hungary relates to my concern about potential outcomes of the Sex & 
Gender Data Working Group. 
  

 
 

 













From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: 12 May 2020 08:44 
To: @gov.scot> 
Subject: Elena Soper 
 

 
From the OR when Elena Soper gave evidence:  
 
“Welcome to our second panel of the day. I welcome Tim Hopkins, director of the Equality Network; 
Kenny Stewart, head of policy at the Equality and Human Rights Commission Scotland; and Elena 
Soper, programmes co-ordinator at YWCA Scotland—The Young Women’s Movement.” 
 
So the name is perhaps quite long.  
 

 

| Scottish Government | | St Andrew’s House |
| Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG |  

 



From:   
Sent: 17 June 2020 09:46 
To: @geo.gov.uk 
Cc: @geo.gov.uk>; gov.scot>; 

@finance-ni.gov.uk>; gov.scot>; 
@gov.scot>; @geo.gov.uk>;  

@geo.gov.uk>; geo.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: GRA reform - the Sunday Times 
 

Colleagues 

 
I should record that since the Sunday Times article, the Scottish Government has 
received around 12 pieces of correspondence from people asking about the position 

in Scotland and, in essence, urging us not to follow suit.   You will have seen that the 
Equality Network in Scotland have launched a “say no to Boris” campaign.   
 
 

 
Scottish Government 

 
 



From:   
Sent: 03 July 2020 12:08 
To: ;   
Subject: Figures for divorce or dissolution on grounds of gender recognition, and use of section 4(E) 
 

Hi both, 

 
Hope you are keeping as well as can be at the moment. Was just getting in touch to ask if 
you had access to the latest figures on divorce and dissolution in Scotland on grounds of 

gender recognition?  
 
The last time you kindly sent me over the figures covered up until 2017-2018, so was hoping 

these had been updated. 
 
Similarly, we discussed about a year back, but wondered if there was any information about 
the use of section 4(E) to convert interim GRCs to full GRCs? I've not been able to find 

anywhere obvious online in courts data where I might be able to find this out.  
 
Really grateful for anything you can send my way on this. 

 
Best Wishes, 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 

For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
From:   
Sent: 03 July 2020 13:38 
To: equality-network.org>;  

gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Figures for divorce or dissolution on grounds of gender recognition, and use of section 
4(E) 
 

 
Hi. I hope you are well. 
 
We have published stats on divorce and dissolution by ground but they are 

remarkably well hidden! Please see the Excel ‘Supporting file’ named “Divorce and 
Dissolution Supplementary Tables 2018-19” at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/civil-justice-statistics-scotland-2018-19/ (On the 
right hand side towards the top under the PDF). 

 
The relevant tables are 2 and 3. 
 



On the use of section 4E, what I did hear just before lockdown was there were no 
recorded cases of it being used but there might be one in the pipeline. 
 

All the best. 
 
 

 
Scottish Government 

 
 




