
 

 

8. The commissioning of  
independent research into the 
development and application of 
the 2020 ACM, involving full 
access to anonymised 
attainment data and the 
statistical algorithms used  to 
moderate grades. 
 

Consider as a future 
project as part of our 
research strategy in 
education 

We note this recommendation but do not consider this to be a 
priority for our improvement activity at this stage. Our main focus is 
on learning lessons from 2020 and making arrangements for the 
2021 national qualifications.  We will pass this recommendation to 
the team who consider a range of projects for inclusion in our 
research in education strategy. 

9. The development by SQA 
and partners of digital materials 
and systems for producing, 
assessing and moderating 
assessment evidence, to 
ensure that operational 
processes for gathering 
candidate evidence for appeals 
is less reliant on paper-based 
systems. 

ACCEPT Work is continuing within SQA to consider digital forms of 
assessment and we are investing in SQA’s digital systems to 
support this.  
 
This investment will see a streamlined and substantially updated 
next generation portfolio of qualifications incorporating innovative, 
technology-enabled new approaches to assessment. With a move 
away from paper to digital assessment and services enhancing the 
learner experience.  
 
This will help achieve a significant reduction in teacher workload and 
a substantial saving in the amount of time teachers are required to 
be released from schools to support the exam /assessment system 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Enclosure 09 – Email: 2021 Qualifications -Letter from Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Skills 
Sent: 06 October 2020 23:42 
To: fiona.robertson@sqa.org.uk 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
<DFMCSE@gov.scot> 
Subject: 2021 Qualifications -Letter from Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and  
 
Dear Fiona, 
 
Please find attached a letter from the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills. 
 
Kind regards 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] John Swinney MSP, Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills | The Scottish Government | Web: www.gov.scot |Tel: 0131 244 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] | Mob: 07[Redacted s38(1)(b)] | Email: DFMCSE@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to another official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the primary 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 

 
 
 
  



 

 

Enclosure 09.1 – Attachment: PDF 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

Enclosure 10: Email: RE: Examples of coursework assignments 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>  
Sent: 07 October 2020 12:37 
To: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Gill Stewart <Gill.Stewart@sqa.org.uk>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: Examples of coursework assignments 
 
No problem [Redacted s38(1)(b)].  Just one thing re the reference below to the release of 
2020 exam papers – just to say that the actual form of assessment support has not been 
finalised.  As an alternative it could be we provide resource around the chunking (or tagging) 
or key topics in our past papers for appropriate subjects etc. 
 
Cheers 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 October 2020 11:43 
To: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; Gill Stewart <Gill.Stewart@sqa.org.uk>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: Examples of coursework assignments 
 
Thanks [Redacted s38(1)(b)], that’s great, and thanks for setting it out clearly, I still feel I’m 
on a bit of a learning curve with some of the details. 
 
I’ll pass this on to the DFM. 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)]  
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>  
Sent: 07 October 2020 11:41 
To: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Gill Stewart <Gill.Stewart@sqa.org.uk>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: Examples of coursework assignments 
 
Hi [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
Rather than use the term coursework  - which imply research based projects etc – it is 
probably best to say assessments for N5.  The assessments will mainly mirror the current 
course assessments – so for example in English there would be a reading assessment, a 
piece of writing and some literature analysis assessment.  Our advice states that the most 
compelling evidence will mirror the standard  and assessment conditions of the actual SQA 
course assessments – so in the examples above, the reading and literature assessments will 
be closed book and the writing will done over time with appropriate tutor supervision. The 
generic estimates guidance gives examples of the types evidence that would be appropriate 
and this will be followed up by subject specific advice. 
 
Cheers 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 



 

 

From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 October 2020 11:20 
To: Gill Stewart <Gill.Stewart@sqa.org.uk>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk> 
Subject: Examples of coursework assignments 
 
Morning all 
 
I’ve had a request from the DFM to see some examples of likely coursework assignments 
that N5 learners may be asked to sit and be graded on due to the proposed cancelation of 
N5 exams. I know that you have said that the 2020 exam papers will be released to schools 
to assist with this, but have you an idea as to how they would use them e.g. as an in-school 
exam, or open book assessment of parts of the exam, or not at all as a graded assessment? 
Are there any further detail as to what other assignments being considered may look like, or 
is that a matter for the centres? My apologies for the rather basic questions and probable 
lack of understanding, but anything you could share urgently would be great as DFM is 
looking for this to see before this afternoon’s debate. 
 
Thanks 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Curriculum, Qualifications and Gaelic - Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
(0131 24) x. [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 

email: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Enclosure 11 – Email: IN CONFIDENCE - DFM Statement and SG Response to 
Priestley Review 
 
From: Pentland MK (Malcolm) <Malcolm.Pentland@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 October 2020 14:23 
To: Fiona Robertson (fiona.robertson@sqa.org.uk) <fiona.robertson@sqa.org.uk> 
Cc: Director of Learning <DirectorofLearning@gov.scot> 
Subject: IN CONFIDENCE - DFM Statement and SG Response to Priestley Review 
 
Fiona 
 
In confidence at this stage, please find attached the final version of DFM’s statement (now 
scheduled to be given at 16:00) and the SG response to the Priestley Review 
recommendations.  The latter will be published on the SG website along with the Report 
when DFM gives his statement and we will send you a link to that then. 
 
Best wishes 
Malcolm 
 
Malcolm Pentland | Deputy Director   
Curriculum, Qualifications and Gaelic Division | email: malcolm.pentland@gov.scot |  tel:+44(0) 131 
244 0047  
Learning Directorate | Area 2B North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ 
Buidheann-Stiùiridh an Ionnsachaidh | Raon 2B Tuath | Cidhe Bhictòria | Dùn Èideann | EH6 6QQ 
 
  



 

 

Enclosure 11.1 – Attachment: DFM statement to Parliament 
 
[Redacted s25(1) – this information is publicly available on the Scottish Government website:  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/deputy-first-ministers-speech-sqa-awards-2021/] 
 
  



 

 

Enclosure 11.2 – Attachment: SG response to Priestley review 
 
[Redacted s25(1) – this information is publicly available on the Scottish Government website: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rapid-review-of-national-qualifications-experience-2020-
our-response/] 
 
  


