From: [

Sent: 18 February 2020 16:29

To: I

ce:

Subject: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with launch
operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access road,
fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Importance: High

Dear Sir,
The Highland Council are in receipt of the following planning application:

Applicant: Highlands And Islands Enterprise

Our Reference: 20/00616/FUL

Description of Development: Construction of vertical launch space port with launch operations
control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access road, fencing,
services and associated infrastructure

Location of Development: Land 2600M SW Of Dunbuie, Talmine, Tongue, Sutherland

The application is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared
under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017.

In line with the aforementioned regulations this email is being sent to you as a notification in
relation to Regulations 41 and 42 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017. In addition through the application, The Highland Council have
consulted with Marine Scotland and Scottish Environment Protection Agency in relation to impacts
on the marine and water environments respectively. A range of other bodies and organisations have
been consulted including Scottish Natural Heritage. This email has been copied to the Agent for the
application.

The EIAR considers Transboundary Considerations in Chapter 14 and Technical Appendix 14.1. The
study area of the Transboundary Effects chapter of the EIAR identifies a study area which is within
Artic Waters and falls within the jurisdiction of a number of countries including Iceland, Faroe Island
(Denmark) and Norway. The EIAR notes that the study area falls within the jurisdiction of a number
of international agreements, monitoring programmes and plans.

The EIAR finds low risk of Transboundary Effects both individually and cumulatively.

The application is available to view using the above reference number in the search box of the
eplanning page of the Highland Council website:

http://wam.highland.gov.uk

| would welcome it if you could confirm receipt of this email and provide me with a timescale for
completion of the procedure by Scottish Ministers for notification and consultation with the relevant
governments of potentially affected countries.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss.

Kind Regards,


http://wam.highland.gov.uk/

Team Leader — Strategic Projects Team

Development and Infrastructure Service
Council Headquarters

Glenurgquhart Road

Inverness

IV3 5NX

Telephone: I
e-mai

This advice is given without prejudice to the future consideration of and decision on any application received
by The Highland Council

Thathar a’ toirt seachad na comhairle seo gun chlaon-bhreith do bheachdachadh air agus co-dhunadh a
thaobh tagradh sam bith a tha Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd a’ faighinn san am ri teachd



From: I

Sent: 24 February 2020 09:40

To:

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

| acknowledge receipt of this notification/consultation and confirm that hopefully a
formal acknowledgement will follow sometime this week.

B 'anning & Architecture | Scottish Government | [EEEEGEGE
pod|gov.scotyf ) ¥ ¢ [EDevelopment scot


https://beta.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture
https://twitter.com/ScotGovPlanning
http://blogs.scotland.gov.uk/planningarchitecture
https://npfactionprogramme.com/
https://blogs.gov.scot/planning-architecture/about-us/scottish-awards-for-quality-in-planning/
http://edevelopment.scot/

From: [
Sent: 25 February 2020 08:48

To: I
.
.

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Hi

| have phoned | d left a message — re a discussion about any
transboundary effects in the marine environment they may have had to handle.

Here is a link to the list of those who have signed up to the convention
https://www.unece.org/env/eia/points_of contact.html i have checked and Iceland,
Denmark and Norway are all listed.

As per our discuss | think we need to establish if significant adverse effects are likely
or not — the transboundary requirements are only invoked by significant adverse
transboundary effects.

| will email again once | have spoken to |l

Cheers!

—
From: [

Sent: 24 February 2020 07:31
To: I
.

Subject: FW: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

| note from Regs 41 and 42 what is required. | have never done this before. Is it for
Planning decisions to deal with this or the Environmental Team.

It might be easier to discuss.

From:
Sent: 21 February 2020 15:38

To: |
]


https://www.unece.org/env/eia/points_of_contact.html

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Thanks Il
I've forwarded this onto ] as he’ll keep us right with what needs to be done.
Normally all we do with these type of cases is note them for our records however, it

appears we may have some procedural things to do with this one due to its potential
transboundary impacts with other countries!

I here is the link to the relevant section of the EIA regulations where it talks
about it - http://www.leqgislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/102/part/10/made - have we ever
had an EIA before where this has been required?

Cheers

mn
From: [

Sent: 21 February 2020 15:27
To: [
-]

Subject: FW: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Importance: High

With my apologies — this has been sitting in the CP mailbox and | have just picked up now while
clearing through mail. |think this is for your team.

Again sincere apologies for only passing on now, this is entirely my fault. Please let me know if you
need anything from me


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/102/part/10/made

From: [

Sent: 25 February 2020 16:37

To: I
cc: I

Subject: RE: Space rocket launcher

I
I and | will be happy to help when you are ready.

I (Policy Manager — Space and Aerospace, Defence and Marine)
contacted us too about reaching out to Nordic Governments in relation to spaceports
and transboundary issues. Just wanted to make sure that we are all joined up
internally

| Arctic Policy Lead | Directorate for External Affairs | Scottish
Government | Victoria Quay (2H-South) | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ

email | telephone: G

Arctic Connections — Scotland’s Arctic Policy Framework
>
N

From:

Sent: 25 February 2020 12:30

To: I
Cc:

Subject: RE: Space rocket launcher

Scottish Government

Riaghaltas na h-All

gov.scot |

A B |

Planning Division may have to consult Iceland, Norway and the Faroes (Denmark)
as part of this application process. | may need to obtain from International Division
the consulate addresses. At the moment no assistance is required, | was just trying
to touch base with colleagues who may be able to assist us in this process.

| may be in touch in the very near future but please do not waste your valuable time
doing any work on this.

Thanks.

I Planning & Architecture | Scottish Government | |G
pad|gov.scotyf () ¥ ¢ [EDevelopment scot


https://www.gov.scot/publications/arctic-connections-scotlands-arctic-policy-framework/
https://beta.gov.scot/policies/planning-architecture
https://twitter.com/ScotGovPlanning
http://blogs.scotland.gov.uk/planningarchitecture
https://npfactionprogramme.com/
https://blogs.gov.scot/planning-architecture/about-us/scottish-awards-for-quality-in-planning/
http://edevelopment.scot/

From: [
Sent: 25 February 2020 12:16

To:

Subject: Space rocket launcher

Hi
| promised to e-introduce to |l — our policy lead on all things Nordic.

Hi I - s working on a planning consent for a space rocket launcher (!)
in the North of Scotland and thinks we will need to consult Iceland etc. Can you
please have a quick chat with him?

Best wishes

Senior Policy Officer — China and Asia Pacific
International Division

The Scottish Government

2H South, Victoria Quay,

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

B
< EEEEEENNNNNN \/vv.scotland.cn

#SCOTLAND
ISNOW

BEE - ENM



http://www.scotland.cn/

From: [
Sent: 06 April 2020 15:04

To: I

ce: [

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Hi

Sorry or not getting back to you sooner, | wanted to clarify matters related to the transboundary
effects and further review the relevant sections of the EIAR before coming back to you.

Having considered the findings of the EIAR, the Planning Authority do not disagree with the overall
findings of the EIAR in relation to Transboundary Effects. In reaching this position we have
considered the following effects:

e Unspent fuel — we agree with the findings of the EIAR that this will not have an impact based
upon the content of the MERA.

e Marine debris impact of marine ecology — We consider that space debris poses a risk to
marine life through direct collision and through ingestion of macro and microplastics. We
note that as a result of the proposed 12 launches per annum a minimum of 5 tonnes of
carbon fibre reinforced plastic and 7 tonnes of metal alloy will be dropped into the sea. We
can not conclude from the information within the EIAR whether this is a significant increase
on current level of debris but note that that the risk is proportional to the number of
launches. THC intend to condition that no more than 12 launches can be undertaken per
annum.

e Collusion risk of marine debris to marine users - The MERA states that it is 'likely that a
mariner notice will be issued' to mitigate the risk of this collision. Also the predicted debris
corridor communicated in notice should be specific to each launch and should ideally
represent a much higher resolution than the predicted debris corridor described in the
MERA. We are currently considering whether this is a matter which can / should be
controlled via the planning system or by the license required under the Space Industry Act.

In summary, the environmental impacts in relation to transboundary effects are not considered to
be significant in EIA terms. We are however awaiting the response from Marine Scotland Science.

| trust the above is sufficient but if there is anything else you would like to discuss please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Kind Regards,

Team Leader — Strategic Projects Team



From: [

Sent: 01 April 2020 16:16

To:

cc:

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Hi
Thanks for getting back on this and sorry to hear you've beenill.

Sorry for so many emails about this. As the first of its kind, we have been trying to
figure out the process.

We have reached the view that what we need please is a conclusion from Highland
Council as planning authority whether transboundary effects are or are not
considered to be significant in EIA terms. i.e. An assessment / conclusion on
whether you agree with the findings of the EIA report?

I’'m working from home and on emails or my phone should re-direct to my mobile if
you need to discuss.

Kind regards,

I | Senior Planner | Planning & Architecture |Scottish Government | || NG
I Urgent or general Planning Decisions

enquiries should be directed to: planning.decisions@gov.scot

P gov.scot| i | W | | ¥ | £ | [EDevelopment sco

From:

Sent: 30 March 2020 16:55

To: I

Cc:

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Hi
Apologies for not getting back to you sooner, | have been off work due to illness.

We are now not reporting the application to committee on April 21 due to current committees likely
being suspended due to covid-19.

We brought this application to the attention of Scottish Government as the application has
transboundary effects. We note however that the EIAR does not conclude that these will be


mailto:planning.decisions@gov.scot
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.gov.scot%2Fpolicies%2Fplanning-architecture&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757912061&sdata=uliXoRHsS67%2F%2FrfW%2Bs1vrRzHFwXZXClbV0%2F2XxzIWaU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transformingplanning.scot%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757922203&sdata=287%2FcLC7gsNtN2CVD0RwBg6bmOybGx4ZryHgkHVLknw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FScotGovPlanning&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757922203&sdata=1ePRtCa6CbMV7jbtm6J4np%2FJWwBeSASv6D7aOIPq8AA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.scotland.gov.uk%2Fplanningarchitecture&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757922203&sdata=sD%2Bch55DebDayE9mXsYgH94kQNtPFnENf3PiS%2F9a%2FJg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnpfactionprogramme.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757931846&sdata=GEWMHMniIplwpPsz3JkflKnio1EbPFPEPy7ldZtvUxg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.gov.scot%2Fplanning-architecture%2Fabout-us%2Fscottish-awards-for-quality-in-planning%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757931846&sdata=ndfokpQvKJ5KiFZ7Mjf76oamwkJl1pyX1iFCN3COwlA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fedevelopment.scot%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757941426&sdata=VP5Q3Gc3QAobaUDxyS%2B%2Fb9gYQEGL%2BQWj%2F4JzT09PGak%3D&reserved=0

significant in EIA terms. We have consulted Marine Scotland on this application however we are yet
to receive a response from them on the application.

While we have not sought formal legal advice, we did discuss the matter with our legal team who
advised that it would be prudent to inform Scottish Government of the potential for transboundary
effects as a result of the proposed development.

Kind Regards,

Team Leader — Strategic Projects Team

From: [
Sent: 25 March 2020 16:22

To: I
cc: I

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Hi -

Grateful for an update on where things stand with this application with everything
that’s happening. Is it still the intention to go to committee on 21 April?

Also — can you clarify for us please whether Highland Council are bringing to our
attention that the application is likely to have significant transboundary effects? i.e
does the Council consider that this proposal will have significant transboundary
effects?

Thanks.

I | Senior Planner | Planning & Architecture | Scottish Government || NG

I V'Y working pattern is Wed, Thurs and Fri. Urgent or general Planning Decisions
enquiries should be directed to: planning.decisions@gov.scot

P gov.scot| fanstorming | wy | ) | 5® | 2 | 2 Development scot

From:
Sent: 25 March 2020 12:15

To: I
Cc:
Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure



mailto:planning.decisions@gov.scot
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.gov.scot%2Fpolicies%2Fplanning-architecture&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757941426&sdata=Tr4EpitbYjyiIOOlD5tnJEb7AvHxvBN0kUfFetpK0jM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transformingplanning.scot%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757941426&sdata=DqiQzJrpCOyz34R6nyXwR4ZeZCzzlFg1idWjZVl8GnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FScotGovPlanning&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757951874&sdata=VTDZeI0UZaF%2F6sX0ALKKZUYiPRxuefCfuM8%2FLzU%2FYq4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.scotland.gov.uk%2Fplanningarchitecture&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757951874&sdata=dlIU6uHcDpv2Du2n%2B%2B0D5wzy2Pw2EY9o%2BhuNatuqd%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnpfactionprogramme.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757951874&sdata=ktCTwXwzXrjfCdehWPTISpF3w7WGo10DjOj69Br53KU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.gov.scot%2Fplanning-architecture%2Fabout-us%2Fscottish-awards-for-quality-in-planning%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757961844&sdata=dhlscHwONZEmfmoiXz8dHieHz0tmA%2BsLw7DaLrliR8s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fedevelopment.scot%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce478f629ec3843a8d54a08d7d64f9d6b%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637213509757961844&sdata=EZV6H9Pjn%2BKVPFZ6EHd0b2S8%2FOdxU%2FvsIeFkWcHVkps%3D&reserved=0

Hi
We have never processed a transboundary screening request so we are seeking
further advice on the process.

Did you seek legal advice before sending the request onto Ministers?

Thanks
]

From:

Sent: 17 March 2020 09:57

To: I

Cc:

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Hi
Thanks for the update.

Given the scale of development and number of representations we will be required to determine
this application at North Planning Applications Committee on 21 April 2020.

The reporting deadline is 09 April 2020, if at all possible could we get a response by Wednesday 01
April 2020.

Kind Regards,

Team Leader — Strategic Projects Team

From:
Sent: 17 March 2020 09:17

To: I

Cc:

Subject: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with launch
operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access road,
fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Hi -

We are awaiting further advice on this issue and will get back to you shortly.

Can you let me know what date you are aiming for determination and whether it will
be a delegated or committee decision?



Kind regards
I

From:

Sent: 16 March 2020 16:07

To:

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with
launch operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure

Hi

Can you please let me know when we are likely to receive a response to this matter from Scottish
Government?

We are currently targeting determination next month.

Kind Regards,

Team Leader — Strategic Projects Team



From [
Sent: 22 May 2020 16:50

To: I

ce: [

Subject: RE: 20200520: URGENT RESPONSE REQUIRED - Planning Application 20/00616/FUL -
Construction of vertical launch space port, Sutherland, Highland, Scotland.

forwarded on the below as | am the lead in UKSA for developing the regulations

on range control / safety under the Space Industry Act. Also copying my colleague |l Who leads
on the environmental side of things.

Sorry for the delay in coming back — to confirm, we don’t have any detailed comments on the below.
As you may be aware, we were due to publish the consultation on the regulations in April, but this is

currently on hold due to COVID19; the usual caveats apply that we’re not able to confirm what will

be in regulation until after the consultation and parliamentary processes have completed, but | can’t

see anything in the below email which conflicts with our proposed approach.

| note that on safety for mariners, the planning authority are considering the extent to which this
should be handled under the planning system or Space Industry Act licensing; if it’s helpful to the
process, I'm happy to go through the proposed safety approach and legislative tests with them in
more detail, based on the information we have released publicly on this at our plenary events. This
would cover the requirement for risks to be managed to a level which is as low as reasonably
practicable (ALARP), requirement for the operator to produce a safety case, use of range control to
mitigate risks, etc.

If this would be helpful please pass my contact details on.

Thanks

Space Industry Act — Ranges and Safety UK Space Agency

From: [

Sent: 20 May 2020 10:47

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port,
Sutherland, Highland, Scotland.

L
| got I Ut of office. Wishing him a speedy recovery.

In his response on a transboundary EIA issue (see below email chain), |l
mentioned that your Regulation colleagues may have some comments to make.

We are wanting to get a response to Highland Council on this matter as soon as
possible and wanted to know if they may have commented yet or we can contact



them direct if you might have their details handy if that's easier. Is it || j ] \vho
he copied in that is in the Regulations team?

Thanks

I | Senior Planner | Planning & Architecture | Scottish Government | |G

Urgent or general Planning Decisions
enquiries should be directed to: planning.decisions@gov.scot

P gov.scot| Jiznsirming W |5®| 2 |[EDevelopment.sco

From:
Sent: 13 May 2020 13:58

To: I

cc: [
-

Subject: RE: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port,
Sutherland, Highland, Scotland.

Thank you for your email. Any comments from your Regulation team by 15 May
would be very helpful. In terms of your question, yes, the content of planning
applications and consultation responses are publicly available on planning authority’s
websites/planning portals. This one can be viewed by entering the reference number
20/00616/FUL in the search box of the eplanning page of the Highland Council
website: http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Kind regards

I Secnior Planner | Planning & Architecture | Scottish Government | [ NG
I Ut or general Planning Decisions

enquiries should be directed to: planning.decisions@gov.scot

P« gov.scot| et | W | ) | 5| 2 | 2 Development sco

From:

Sent: 11 May 2020 09:45

To: I
cc: I
e ]
—



mailto:planning.decisions@gov.scot
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwam.highland.gov.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSimon.Quinn%40ukspaceagency.gov.uk%7Cbe9a7e26d023493288d308d7fd5b1fce%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637256440139198662&sdata=oVfppHBImn690IXtprBYvKfiQvmU8XOkKT8pcGCKKEs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:planning.decisions@gov.scot
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.gov.scot%2Fpolicies%2Fplanning-architecture&data=02%7C01%7CSimon.Quinn%40ukspaceagency.gov.uk%7Cbe9a7e26d023493288d308d7fd5b1fce%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637256440139168685&sdata=URM6ipTdx0L3DDqhQ9COkB8XYow%2BhNGUSpFarUErEjI%3D&reserved=0
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Subject: Re: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port,
Sutherland, Highland, Scotland.

Dear-

1. Thank you for consulting us. | have no substantial comments to make from an international policy
perspective. You are right that we are discussing the matter with the Icelandic, Faroese, Danish and
Norwegian governments. Will the content of this application and your assessment be publicly
available? Those governments may be interested to see it.

2. My colleagues in our Regulation team might want to comment, particularly on how the risk of
collision with mariners will be managed. (The Space Industry Act 2018 establishes public safety as
the primary duty of the regulator with regards to spaceflight activities and extensive regulations and
guidance will be put in place to secure this.) | will forward to them, noting the short deadline and ask
them to respond directly to yourself.

Kind regards,

Head of International Spaceflight Policy
UK Space Agency

From: [

Date: Thursday, 7 May 2020 at 16:46

To: I
I
]
I

Subject: Planning Application 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port,
Sutherland, Highland, Scotland.

EIA Transboundary considerations - Planning Application 20/00616/FUL -
Construction of vertical launch space port, Sutherland, Highland, Scotland.

Highland Council (as planning authority) have notified Scottish Ministers that they are in
receipt of the above planning application, which is accompanied by an Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared under the aforementioned Regulations. As you will see
in the email below, Highland Council have notified Scottish Ministers of this matter and have
asked us for a timescale for completion of the procedure for consultation with the relevant
governments of potentially affected countries.

Application Details

Applicant: Highlands And Islands Enterprise

Highland Council Planning Reference: 20/00616/FUL

Description of Development: Construction of vertical launch space port with launch
operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, antenna park, access
road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure



Location of Development: Land 2600M SW Of Dunbuie, Talmine, Tongue, Sutherland

The application and accompanying documents, including the EIAR, are available to view
using the above reference number in the search box of the eplanning page of the Highland
Council website: http://wam.highland.gov.uk

The EIAR considers Transboundary Considerations in Chapter 14 and Technical Appendix
14.1. The study area of the Transboundary Effects chapter of the EIAR identifies a study
area which is within Artic Waters and falls within the jurisdiction of a number of countries
including Iceland, Faroe Island (Denmark) and Norway. The EIAR notes that the study area
falls within the jurisdiction of a number of international agreements, monitoring programmes
and plans. The EIAR finds low risk of Transboundary Effects both individually and
cumulatively.

EIAR Consideration

Having considered the findings of the EIAR, Highland Council do not disagree with the
overall findings of the EIAR in relation to Transboundary Effects. In reaching this position
they have considered the following effects:

. Unspent fuel — the planning authority agree with the findings of the EIAR that this will
not have an impact based upon the content of the MERA.
. Marine debris impact of marine ecology — the planning authority consider that space

debris poses a risk to marine life through direct collision and through ingestion of macro and
microplastics. They note that as a result of the proposed 12 launches per annum a minimum
of 5 tonnes of carbon fibre reinforced plastic and 7 tonnes of metal alloy will be dropped into
the sea. They can not conclude from the information within the EIAR whether this is a
significant increase on current level of debris but note that that the risk is proportional to the
number of launches. The planning authority intend to condition that no more than 12
launches can be undertaken per annum.

. Collusion risk of marine debris to marine users - The MERA states that it is 'likely that
a mariner notice will be issued' to mitigate the risk of this collision. Also the predicted debris
corridor communicated in notice should be specific to each launch and should ideally
represent a much higher resolution than the predicted debris corridor described in the
MERA. The planning authority are currently considering whether this is a matter which can /
should be controlled via the planning system or by the license required under the Space
Industry Act.

In summary, the Highland Council as planning authority have concluded that whilst there are
transboundary effects, these are not significant in EIA terms.

The EIA (Scotland) Regulation requirements to notify other member states only applies
where there are likely significant effects. We are satisfied that the planning authority’s
conclusions that the transboundary effects are not significant in EIA terms seem reasonable.

We note that Highland Council has also notified Marine Scotland and are awaiting a
response.

Next Steps

As wider transboundary spaceport activity is a reserved matter, and given the MoUs being
developed by the UK Space Agency with our international partners, we wanted to notify you of
this application and would be grateful for your comments and any next steps you consider
that are required.
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A response by 15 May would be helpful.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss.

Kind regards,

I P!anning Decisions Team | Planning & Architecture Division | Scottish

Government | U':cent or
general Planning Decisions enquiries should be directed to: planning.decisions@gov.scot
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