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Enclosure 1 – Calendar request for meeting on 11/06/2020 
 
From: [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk> On Behalf Of Fiona Robertson 
Sent: 10 June 2020 08:55 
To: 'Fiona Robertson'; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills; [Redact 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk; [Redact 
s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk; [Redact 
s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk; Gill Stewart; Jean Blair 
Subject: 2020 Awarding: Meeting with SQA and the Deputy First Minister 
When: 11 June 2020 12:30-13:30 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London. 
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting 
 
 
Dear all  
  
Please see confirmed slot for the meeting with DFM and SQA colleagues. An agenda will be 
circulated shortly. Joining link below.  
  
Kind regards 
[Redact s38(1)(b)]  
________________________________________________________________________________  
Join Microsoft Teams Meeting [Redact s30(c)] 
Learn more about Teams | Meeting options  
________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
  



 

Enclosure 2 – Email from SQA to Deputy First Minister 
 
From: [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk> On Behalf Of Fiona Robertson 
Sent: 10 June 2020 15:14 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
<DFMCSE@gov.scot>; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; 
[Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; [Redact 
s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; 
[Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; Gill Stewart <Gill.Stewart@sqa.org.uk>; Jean Blair 
<Jean.Blair@sqa.org.uk>; Dawnne Mahmoud <Dawnne.Mahmoud@sqa.org.uk>; John 
McMorris <John.McMorris@sqa.org.uk>; Lee Downie <Lee.Downie@sqa.org.uk>; Michael 
Baxter <Michael.Baxter@sqa.org.uk>; David Middleton <David.Middleton@sqa.org.uk>; 
David Middleton [Redact s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com> 
Cc: Fiona Robertson <fiona.robertson@sqa.org.uk> 
Subject: Agenda - SQA 2020 Awarding presentation - Thursday 11 June, 1230-1330 
 
Please find attached agenda for SQA’s 2020 Awarding presentation, taking place on 
Thursday 11 June from 1230-1330 via Microsoft Teams.  
 
Kind regards, 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
Scottish Qualifications Authority  

m: 07[Redact s38(1)(b)] w: http://www.sqa.org.uk 

Please note [Redact s38(1)(b)] 

 
 
  



 

Enclosure 2.1 – Agenda for meeting on 11/06/2020 
 
1. SCOTTISH QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY  
2.  
3. 2020 AWARDING PRESENTATION TO THE DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER  
 
4. AGENDA  

 
Time:   12.30pm – 1.30 pm 
 
Location:  MS Teams 
 
In attendance:  
John Swinney MSP - Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills  
Supporting officials tbc 
 
SQA 
 
David Middleton – Chair 
Fiona Robertson – Chief Executive and Scotland’s Chief Examining Officer 
Jean Blair – Director of Operations 
Gill Stewart – Director of Qualifications 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official]  
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official]   
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official]  
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official]    
 
  

Time Item Topic  

12.30 1/1 Welcome and introductions Fiona Robertson 

12.35 1/2 Introduction to 2020 Awarding Jean Blair 

12.40 1/3 2020 Awarding 

 Higher National and Vocational 
Qualifications 

 Estimates 

 Awarding 

 Resulting & Certification 

 Post Certification Review 

 Communications 

 Business Systems 
 

 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 
 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 
[Redact s38(1)(b) – SQA official] 

13.05 1/4 Q&A All 

13.25 1/5 Wrap up and closing remarks Fiona Robertson 
Deputy First Minister  

 
 
 
 
  



 

Enclosure 3 – Emails between SQA and Deputy First Minister’s office 
 
From: [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>  
Sent: 30 July 2020 09:54 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
<DFMCSE@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Diary query - Teams meeting with Fiona Robertson 1045 today 
 
Many thanks [Redact s38(1)(b)], confirming receipt. 
 
I understand our Chair David Middleton will join Fiona, and that Graeme Logan is supporting 
DFM, I will share the Zoom invite with David.  
 
Best wishes 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [Redact s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of DFMCSE@gov.scot 
Sent: 30 July 2020 09:46 
To: [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>; DFMCSE@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Diary query - Teams meeting with Fiona Robertson 1045 today 
 
Hi [Redact s38(1)(b)],  
 
As discussed please see zoom details for the meeting in an hour or so.  
 
DFM Private Office is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: meeting with Fiona Robertson  
Time: Jul 30, 2020 10:45 AM London 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https:// [Redact s30(c)] 
 
Meeting ID: [Redact s30(c)] 
Passcode: [Redact s30(c)] 
 
 
Thanks  
[Redact s38(1)(b)]  
 
From: [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>  
Sent: 30 July 2020 09:28 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
<DFMCSE@gov.scot> 
Subject: Diary query - Teams meeting with Fiona Robertson 1045 today 
 
Good morning  
 
I sent over a MSTeams meeting invitation for the meeting with Fiona Robertson at 10:45 this 
morning. I haven’t received an ‘accept’ notification. Please can you confirm it has safely 
reached you? 
 



 

Kind regards 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
Scottish Qualifications Authority  

m: 07[Redact s38(1)(b)] w: http://www.sqa.org.uk 

Please note [Redact s38(1)(b)] 

 
 
 
 
  



 

Enclosure 4 – Email from SQA to Deputy First Minister 
 
From: [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk>  
Sent: 30 July 2020 10:17 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
<DFMCSE@gov.scot>; Director of Learning <DirectorofLearning@gov.scot> 
Subject: Presentation for 10:45 meeting with Fiona Robertson - 30 July 2020 
 
Dear DFMPO and Graeme  
 
In confidence, please find attached presentation for today’s meeting at 1045.  
 
Best wishes 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
Scottish Qualifications Authority  

m: 07[Redact s38(1)(b)] w: http://www.sqa.org.uk 

 
 
  



 

Enclosure 4.1 – SQA PowerPoint presentation 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Enclosure 5 – Email from SQA to Deputy First Minister 
 
From: [Redact s38(1)(b)]@sqa.org.uk> On Behalf Of Fiona Robertson 
Sent: 04 August 2020 09:48 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
<DFMCSE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Director of Learning <DirectorofLearning@gov.scot> 
Subject: Letter from Fiona Robertson, SQA Chief Executive and Scotland's Chief Examining 
Officer  
Importance: High 
 
PS/DFM 
 
Please find attached letter and methodology report from Fiona Robertson, for the attention of 
the Deputy First Minister.  
 
Kind regards, 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redact s38(1)(b)] 
Scottish Qualifications Authority  
 
 
  



 

Enclosure 5.1 – Letter from SQA CEO to Deputy First Minister 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
  



 

Enclosure 5.2 – SQA Methodology Report 
 
[Redact s25(1) – 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/SQAAwardingMethodology2020Report.pdf] 
 
 
 


