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Background

• Lord Bracadale appointed by Scottish
Ministers to carry out independent
review of Scottish Hate Crime
legislation in January 2017.   

• Lord Bracadale published his review
into Hate Crime legislation in Scotland
on 31 May 2018.  



Consultation
• Published on 14 November 2018.
• Ran until 24 February 2019.
• 11 public consultation events.



What does the Bill do? -1
• It seeks to modernise, consolidate and 

extend hate crime legislation in Scotland 
ensuring so that it is fit for the 21st Century. 

• It provides greater clarity, transparency and 
consistency.

• It brings most of Scotland’s hate crime 
legislation into one statute.

• It retains the race charge
• It updates the list of characteristics 

protected under hate crime legislation and 
proposes the addition of ‘age’ to this list.



What does the Bill do? - 2
• It provides for new ‘stirring up’ of hatred offences that 

would apply to age, disability, race, religion, sexual 
orientation, transgender identity and variations in sex 
characteristics. Currently these offences only apply to 
stirring up racial hatred.

• It updates the definition of transgender identity.
• It removes ‘intersexuality’ from transgender identity 

and creates a separate category for ‘variations in sex 
characteristics.

• It includes a power to enable the characteristic of ‘sex’ 
to be added to the lists of characteristics at a later 
date, once the Bill has passed.

• It abolishes the common law offence of blasphemy.



Next Steps
• Call for Evidence from 04 May to 24 July 2020.
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Current
Committees/115036.aspx
• Likely Timetable
Stage One Oral Evidence – November 2020.
Stage One Debate – December 2020.
 Stage Two – February 2021.
 Stage Three – March 2021.
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Further Information

• Bill, Policy Memo, Financial Memo, Explanatory Notes, Delegated 
Powers Memo and Statements of Legislative Competence

• https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-
bill

• Impact Assessments: BRIA, CRWIA, DPIA, EQIA, FSD and SEA
• https://www.gov.scot/publications/
• Bill Topic Information Notes
• https://www.gov.scot/policies/crime‐prevention‐and‐reduction/hate‐crime/




