
From: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>  
Sent: 22 April 2020 14:55 
To: [redacted]

Subject: FW: returning your call! 

Sorry hit send on this before copying you in. 

Fionna 

Fionna Kell 
Director of Policy 
Homes for Scotland 

5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 

Mob: [redacted]
Email: f.kell@homesforscotland.com  

Twitter: @HFSFionna 
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 

Please note my hours of work are Tuesday to Friday 8.30 – 5.00 

Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for 
the period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can 
unify around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.

Click here to access the strategy document. 
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From: Fionna Kell  
Sent: 22 April 2020 14:54 
To: [redacted]
Subject: RE: returning your call! 

Thanks [redacted],

Yes Nicola and I had a call with the Minister today.  However we are still seeking clarification on 
when we can expect an announcement on the future of Help to Buy?  

We appreciate things have changed significantly since the evaluation was completed a few months 
ago but an early announcement on the extension of HTB and the FHF would provide welcome 
confidence to homebuyers.  Yesterday’s announcement by Nationwide and Halifax that they were 
returning some of their higher value LTV products that they had removed a few weeks ago received 
a very warm welcome from customer and home builders.  A similar announcement from SG would 
provide some much needed market confidence at this time. 

Regards 
Fionna 

Fionna Kell 
Director of Policy 
Homes for Scotland 

5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 

Mob: [redacted]
Email: f.kell@homesforscotland.com  

Twitter: @HFSFionna 
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 

Please note my hours of work are Tuesday to Friday 8.30 – 5.00 

Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for 
the period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can 
unify around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.

Click here to access the strategy document. 
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From: [redacted]
Sent: 22 April 2020 14:47 
To: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com> 
Subject: returning your call! 

Hi Fionna 

Sorry only to get back to you now from your Friday voicemail.  Things are moving fast and I 
had to catch up from being on leave for a week.  I would be happy to speak but I understand 
that Nicola spoke to the Minister and officials today and I am wondering whether your call 
has been overtaken by events? 

Thanks, [redacted]

[redacted]
Head of Housing Markets, Strategy and North Programmes, More Homes Division 
The Scottish Government  
Area 2-J(N), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ  
Phone: [redacted]
[redacted] 

****************************************************************** 
****  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 

solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 

copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 

intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 

and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 

order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 

those of the Scottish Government. 
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**** 
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From: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com> 
Sent: 31 March 2020 13:21 
To: [redacted]; [redacted]

Cc: Nicola Barclay <N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com> 
Subject: FW: UK mortgage market goes into lockdown 

[redacted]
Am sure you are aware but in case not, see attached showing an immediate withdrawal of many 
higher LTV products.  Whilst this is reported as only a short term measure, it signals a worrying 
trend for many especially FTB.  Clarity on the future of HTB and FHF is now essential if we are to 
start providing some ongoing market confidence. Can you advise, thanks. 

Thanks 
Fionna 

Fionna Kell 
Director of Policy 
Homes for Scotland 

5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 
Mob: [redacted]
Email: f.kell@homesforscotland.com 

Twitter: @HFSFionna 
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 

Please note my hours of work are Tuesday to Friday 8.30 – 5.00 

Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for 
the period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can 
unify around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.

Click here to access the strategy document.
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From: Jennifer Kennedy <J.Kennedy@homesforscotland.com>  
Sent: 31 March 2020 13:15 
To: Nicola Barclay <N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com>; Fionna Kell 
<F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>; [redacted]

 Subject: UK mortgage market goes into lockdown 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-52106119 
Kind regards 
Jennifer 

Jennifer Kennedy 
Head of Public Affairs 
Homes for Scotland 

5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 
Mob: [redacted] 
Email: j.kennedy@homesforscotland.com  
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 

(Please note my working pattern is Mon/Tues 9am – 3pm, Wed 9am – 4pm and Thurs/Fri 9am – 
4.30pm) 

Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for the 
period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can unify 
around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.  
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From: [redacted]
Sent: 08 July 2020 16:03 
To: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>; Gilbert B (Brad) <Brad.Gilbert@gov.scot>; 
[redacted]
Cc: Nicola Barclay <N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com> 
Subject: RE: Scottish Government - LBTT Call 

Fionna 

Apologies for the delay in responding. 

I understand that you have been in touch with our Housing colleagues. We have nothing 
further to add at this time.  

As the First Minister has made clear we will consider the detail of the UK Government's 
announcements and their impact on Scotland first and then set out our response. 

Regards 

[redacted]

[redacted]
Fully Devolved Taxes Unit | Directorate of Tax & Fiscal Sustainability | Scottish Exchequer| 
Scottish Government 
Telephone: [redacted] | Area 3D-North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ

From: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>  
Sent: 08 July 2020 14:40 
To: [redacted]; Gilbert B (Brad) <Brad.Gilbert@gov.scot>; [redacted]
Cc: Nicola Barclay <N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com> 
Subject: RE: Scottish Government - LBTT Call 
Importance: High 

[redacted]

Following from the Chancellor’s statement today as expected,  can you confirm the Scottish 
Government’s position on this as a matter of urgency. 

Regards 
Fionna 

Fionna Kell 
Director of Policy 
Homes for Scotland 
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5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 

Mob: [redacted]
Email: f.kell@homesforscotland.com  

Twitter: @HFSFionna 
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 

Please note my hours of work are Tuesday to Friday 8.30 – 5.00 

Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for 
the period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can 
unify around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.

Click here to access the strategy document. 

From: [redacted]
Sent: 07 July 2020 16:54 
To: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>; Brad.Gilbert@gov.scot; [redacted] 

Cc: Nicola Barclay <N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com> 
Subject: RE: Scottish Government - LBTT Call 

Hi Fionna 

Thank you for the below, we really appreciate hearing your views on this and I have passed 
on to relevant colleagues. 

Thanks also for your attendance and helpful contributions at the meeting with the Minister 
on LBTT last week, we plan to follow up with attendees on points raised at the meeting in 
due course.  

Regards 

[redacted]

[redacted]
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Fully Devolved Taxes Unit | Directorate of Tax & Fiscal Sustainability | Scottish Exchequer| 
Scottish Government 
Telephone: [redacted] | Area 3D-North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ

From: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>  
Sent: 06 July 2020 12:04 
To: [redacted]; Gilbert B (Brad) <Brad.Gilbert@gov.scot>; [redacted]
Cc: Nicola Barclay <N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com> 
Subject: RE: Scottish Government - LBTT Call 

All 

We have picked up significant press coverage today indicating a possible suspension of stamp duty 
in England to be announced this week. 

As discussed in the call with Mr Macpherson last week we would suggest that such an approach in 
Scotland would be premature just at the moment as we continue to work through the lockdown 
pent up demand.  However, market activity levels are forecast to drop significantly late summer / 
early Autumn and any potential suspension in Scotland will be vital at that period. 

The speculation around the English position will cause significant issues for Scotland as homebuyers 
delay planned moves in the expectation that similar announcements will be made soon in Scotland.  

Therefore it is imperative that there is a clear statement from SG on this matter as soon as the 
English position is announced. Without this clarity the inertia from lockdown runs the risk of being 
further extended in Scotland with significant negative impacts on the housing market. 

Happy to discuss in more detail. 

Regards 
Fionna 

Fionna Kell 
Director of Policy 
Homes for Scotland 

5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 

Mob: [redacted]
Email: f.kell@homesforscotland.com  

Twitter: @HFSFionna 
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 

Please note my hours of work are Tuesday to Friday 8.30 – 5.00 
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Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for 
the period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can 
unify around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.

Click here to access the strategy document. 
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From: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>  
Sent: 09 July 2020 14:57 
To: [redacted]; Gilbert B (Brad) <Brad.Gilbert@gov.scot>; [redacted]; [redacted]
Cc: Nicola Barclay <N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com> 
Subject: RE: COVID-19 Home Moves in Scotland Working Group - update : guidance; FoI; LBTT and 
First Home Find 

[redacted]

That’s helpful however it is a matter of significant concern that there is no date for the LBTT change, 
this will have a major and immediate pause on transactions across the entire housing market and 
cannot be allowed to be prolonged. 

Can you advise on a likely date. 

Fionna 

Fionna Kell 
Director of Policy 
Homes for Scotland 

5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 
Mob: [redacted]
Email: f.kell@homesforscotland.com  
Twitter: @HFSFionna 
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 

Please note my hours of work are Tuesday to Friday 8.30 – 5.00 

Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for 
the period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can 
unify around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.

Click here to access the strategy document.
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From: [redacted]
Sent: 09 July 2020 14:53 
To: Nicola Barclay <N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com>; Fionna Kell 
<F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>; [redacted - 18 email addresses]
Cc:  Brad.Gilbert@gov.scot; [redacted - 8 email addresses]

Subject: COVID-19 Home Moves in Scotland Working Group - update : guidance; FoI; LBTT and 
First Home Find 

All, 

[redacted - not in scope]

mailto:Andrew.Mott@gov.scot
mailto:Andrew.Mott@gov.scot
mailto:Christopher.Kerr@ros.gov.uk
mailto:Kenny.Crawford@ros.gov.uk
mailto:GillianAlexander@lawscot.org.uk
mailto:FionaJ.Robb@lawscot.org.uk
mailto:john.marr@ukfinance.org.uk
mailto:Douglas.Cochrane@lloydsbanking.com
mailto:N.Barclay@homesforscotland.com
mailto:F.Kell@homesforscotland.com
mailto:hedgar@rics.org
mailto:ian@firstmortgage.co.uk
mailto:Paul.Hilton@espc.com
mailto:Richard.Hepburn@millar-bryce.com
mailto:Richard.Hepburn@millar-bryce.com
mailto:Nina.Ballantyne@cas.org.uk
mailto:Debbie_king@shelter.org.uk
mailto:john@scottishlandlords.com
mailto:darylmcintosh@propertymark.co.uk
mailto:stewart.mckenzie@nationwide.co.uk
mailto:Ian.Fergusson@Shepherd.co.uk
mailto:ian.studd@bar.co.uk
mailto:Brianldsmith@btinternet.com
mailto:Sandra.Jack@gov.scot
mailto:Robert.Drummond-murray@gov.scot
mailto:Laura.Carmichael@gov.scot
mailto:Brad.Gilbert@gov.scot
mailto:Claire.Tosh@gov.scot
mailto:Laura.Carmichael@gov.scot
mailto:Rachael.Gearie@gov.scot
mailto:Tom.Gorham@gov.scot
mailto:Joanne.McDowell@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-2-staying-safe-and-protecting-others/pages/meeting-others/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making-scotlands-route-map-through-out-crisis/


Measures to stimulate the housing market 

As you may be aware, Kate Forbes MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Finance, speaking today at 
14:30 announced: 

 The threshold at which Land and Buildings Transaction Tax (LBTT) is paid is being raised from
£145,000 to £250,000, meaning 80% of house buyers will be exempt from the charge.
People purchasing a property costing more than £250,000 will save £2,100.

 In addition, an extra £50m is being added to the First Home Fund, a shared equity scheme
providing first time buyers with up to £25,000 to buy a property. This will support an
estimated 2,000 first time purchases and increase the total funding to £200m.

We think it would useful to meet again later in the summer to review progress with 
recovery from COVID-19. We will be in touch with you about this in due course. 

Thank you again for all your help. 

[redacted]

[redacted]
Head of Housing Markets, Strategy and North Programmes, More Homes Division 
The Scottish Government  
Area 2-J(N), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ  
Phone: [redacted]
[redacted]

http://www.gov.scot/coronavirus
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From: Fionna Kell <F.Kell@homesforscotland.com>  
Sent: 09 July 2020 16:14 
To: Gilbert B (Brad) <Brad.Gilbert@gov.scot>; [redacted - 3 email addresses]
Subject: LBTT implementation 

Appreciate this is all still in flux with regards to dates but has there been any consideration as to 
whether SG could offer rebates to home buyers whose purchases are due to complete from today 
to when the change takes effect?  This would allow customers to proceed with their moves without 
fear that they had just missed out on a significant financial saving.  We are already hearing from 
members of sales being stalled within minutes of the announcement today. 

Thanks 

Fionna 

Fionna Kell 
Director of Policy 
Homes for Scotland 

5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 

Mob: [redacted]
Email: f.kell@homesforscotland.com  

Twitter: @HFSFionna 
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 

Please note my hours of work are Tuesday to Friday 8.30 – 5.00 

Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for 
the period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can 
unify around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.

Click here to access the strategy document. 
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From: Jennifer Kennedy <J.Kennedy@homesforscotland.com>  
Sent: 09 July 2020 17:09 
Subject: Clarity on timing of LBTT change “absolutely crucial”, say builders 
 
PRESS RELEASE 9 July 2020  
  

  

Clarity on timing of LBTT change “absolutely crucial”, say builders 

  

Scotland’s home building industry has responded to this afternoon’s announcements on 

Land & Buildings Transaction Tax (LBTT) and the First Home Fund by Finance Secretary 

Kate Forbes. 

  

Director of Policy Fionna Kell said: 

  

“These announcements are welcome support for the Scottish housing market but both 

require further action if the benefits are to be fully maximised for individual customers and 

the wider economy. 

  

“On LBTT, it is absolutely crucial that we get an early date for implementation otherwise we 

are at risk of seeing already fragile market recovery stall as buyers delay purchases. 

  

“With regards to the First Home Fund, this will help those who have been affected by 

mortgage lenders reducing Loan to Values but we also need to see the scheme extended 

beyond next March as so many transactions and housing completions have been delayed by 

the construction shutdown.” 

  

“Both of these issues are core elements of the industry recovery plan we are preparing to 

submit to the Scottish Government.” 

  

ENDS 

  
Notes to Editors: 

  

1. Homes for Scotland represents c200 companies which together provide the vast 

majority of all new homes built across the country.  Visit www.homesforscotland.com 

for further information or follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/H_F_S. 

  

http://www.homesforscotland.com/
https://twitter.com/H_F_S


2. Scotland’s home building industry is a major contributor to the country’s social and 

economic wellbeing.  As well as every home built supporting four jobs, new housing 

delivery results in improved health and education outcomes and generates over £3bn 

per annum in direct, indirect and induced GVA.  Access “The Economic and Social 

Benefits of Home Building in Scotland” report here. 

3. A high res image of Homes for Scotland Director of Policy Fionna Kell can be 

downloaded here. 

  

  
Kind regards 
Jennifer 
  
Jennifer Kennedy 
Head of Public Affairs 
Homes for Scotland 
  
5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 
Tel: 0131 455 8350 
Mob: 07763 240694 
Email: j.kennedy@homesforscotland.com  
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 
  
(Please note my working pattern is Mon/Tues 9am – 3pm, Wed 9am – 4pm and Thurs/Fri 9am – 
4.30pm) 
  
Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for the 
period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can unify 
around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.   
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From: Jennifer Kennedy <J.Kennedy@homesforscotland.com>  
Sent: 11 June 2020 14:37 
Subject: Return to construction and extension of Help to Buy delivers much needed housing boost  
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 11 June 2020  
 

 

Return to construction and extension of Help to Buy delivers much 

needed housing boost  

 

The home building industry has warmly welcomed the First Minister’s announcement that 

construction can move to Phase 2 of its restart plan which will see sites begin to open up 

again with workers following strict social distancing and hygiene controls.  Providing further 

confidence for both prospective customers and builders, the First Minister also confirmed the 

extension of the highly successful Help to Buy scheme for a further year until March 2022. 

 

Chief Executive of industry body Homes for Scotland Nicola Barclay said: 

 

“To get confirmation that home builders can now commence the re-opening of their sites is 

great news that hasn’t come a moment too soon given the robust safety plans that the 

industry has developed and put in place.  With pent-up housing demand having increased 

with every day that has passed, we look forward to finishing off the many homes that are 

already largely complete and that families are desperate to move into as well as starting to 

get the new homes that are so desperately needed out of the ground. 

 

“Having the extension of the Help to Buy scheme announced at the same time is also a 

much required confidence booster for the housing market that will help ensure even more 

younger Scots can benefit from this hugely successful initiative and realise their aspirations 

of owning their own home. 

 

“The First Minister paid tribute to the very responsible approach that has been adopted by 

the industry during the lockdown, and this is a sentiment I wish to echo loudly.  Home 

builders have stepped up to the plate supporting their customers, employees and local 

communities, and this will continue as we look forward to working closely with government 

and other stakeholders to rebuild Scotland’s economy.” 

 



Ends  

 

Enquiries to: 

 

Jennifer Kennedy – Homes for Scotland: [redacted] 

 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

1. Homes for Scotland represents c200 companies which together provide the vast 

majority of all new homes built across the country.  Visit www.homesforscotland.com 

for further information or follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/H_F_S. 

 

2. Scotland’s home building industry is a major contributor to the country’s social and 

economic wellbeing.  As well as every home built supporting four jobs, new housing 

delivery results in improved health and education outcomes and generates over £3bn 

per annum in direct, indirect and induced GVA.  Access “The Economic and Social 

Benefits of Home Building in Scotland” report here. 

3. A high res image of Homes for Scotland Chief Executive Nicola Barclay can be 

downloaded here. 

 

 
 
Kind regards 
Jennifer 
 
Jennifer Kennedy 
Head of Public Affairs 
Homes for Scotland 
 
5 New Mart Place, Edinburgh, EH14 1RW 

Tel: [redacted] 

Mob: [redacted] 

Email: j.kennedy@homesforscotland.com  
Website: www.homesforscotland.com 
 
(Please note my working pattern is Mon/Tues 9am – 3pm, Wed 9am – 4pm and Thurs/Fri 9am – 
4.30pm) 
 
Homes for Scotland’s strategy sets out the direction and prioritisation of objectives for our organisation for the 
period from 2018 – 2023.  Our wish is that everyone with an interest in increasing housing supply can unify 
around our primary purpose:  To deliver more homes for Scotland.   
 

http://www.homesforscotland.com/
https://twitter.com/H_F_S
https://www.homesforscotland.com/Portals/HomesForScotland/Documents/2015/NLP%20Report/THE%20ECONOMIC%20AND%20SOCIAL%20BENEFITS%20OF%20HOME%20BUILDING%20Jan%202016.pdf?ver=2016-01-12-101252-283
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j4u70qmtwsu0ch1/HFS%20CHIEF%20EXEC%20NICOLA%20BARCLAY%203.JPG?dl=0
mailto:j.kennedy@homesforscotland.com
http://www.homesforscotland.com/
https://www.homesforscotland.com/Portals/HomesForScotland/Strategy/HFS%20STRATEGY%20DIGITAL%20011118.pdf?ver=2018-11-01-151123-893
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