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Introduction 
 
The Scottish Social Attitudes (SSA) survey has been tracking changes in 
people's social, political and moral attitudes in Scotland since 1999. It is run by 
ScotCen Social Research, and funded by charitable donations as well as a 
range of organisations purchasing modules of questions in the survey.  
 
The Scottish Government has funded a core module of questions tracking 
public attitudes to government, the economy and public services most years 
since 2004. A range of modules on other topics have also been commissioned 
over this period. 
 
Reports on the findings are published on the Scottish Government website in 
the year following the collection of the data. 
 
Survey content 
 
The core module measures and tracks attitudes to the Scottish Government 
and Scottish Parliament. Regular questions include: 

 Trust - in Scottish / UK / local Government (to work in Scotland's best 
long-term interest, to make fair decisions) 

 Influence – who does, and who should have, most influence over the 
way Scotland is run 

 Listening – how good is the Scottish / UK / local government at listening 
to peoples’ views before it makes decisions 

 Policy priorities - what the Scottish Government’s priorities should be 

 The economy and the NHS – perceptions of changes in standards, and 
who is responsible for them 

 The Scottish Parliament - is it giving Scotland a stronger voice in the 
UK, is it giving ordinary people more say in how Scotland is governed 

 Attitudes to voting 
 
In addition to the core module, survey modules have been commissioned on a 
wide range of policy topics. Reports on the findings form these modules are 
listed below. 
 
Core module reports 
 
Please note that the core module did not run in 2008, 2012, 2014 or 2018.  
 

 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2019 (forthcoming, September 2020) 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2017 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2016 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2015 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2013 (Summary) 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2011 (Summary) 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2010 (Summary) 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2009 (Summary) 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2007 (Summary) 
 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2006: Report 1 , Report 2, (Summary) 

https://www2.gov.scot/Publications/2018/06/1236
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-attitudes-government-political-engagement-2016/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-2015-attitudes-government-national-health-service-economy-standard-living/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2013-core-module-attitudes-government-economy-health-social-care-services-social-capital-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2013-core-module-attitudes-government-economy-health-social-care-services-social-capital-scotland-research-findings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2011-core-module-attitudes-government-economy-public-services-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2011-core-module-attitudes-government-economy-public-services-scotland-research-findings/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401112150/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2011/06/29152407/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170107021640/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2011/10/11084955/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170109054257/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/03/15102525/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401174446/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/03/15102451/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170107021710/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2008/05/16095134/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401200412/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2008/05/16095043/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170107021647/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2007/11/21153345/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401200426/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2007/11/19102513/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401200423/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2007/11/21155813/0


 Scottish Social Attitudes Survey 2005: Report 1 , Report 2, Report 3, 
(Summary)  

 Public Perceptions of Scotland After Devolution (2004) (Summary) 
 
Topic reports 
 

 Attitudes to violence against women in Scotland (2019)(forthcoming) 
 Intra-household distribution of resources (2019)(forthcoming) 
 Data Trust (2019) (forthcoming) 
 Data Trust (2017) 
 Attitudes to Social Networks, Civic Participation and Co-production 

(2015) 
 Attitudes to discrimination and positive action (2015) 
 Attitudes to violence against women in Scotland (2014) 
 Public Attitudes to Sectarianism in Scotland (2014) (Summary) 
 Attitudes to Mental Health (2013) (Summary) 
 Attitudes to discrimination and positive action (2010)(Summary) 
 Exploring Dimensions of Social Capital in Scotland Findings from the 

Scottish Social Attitudes Survey and Scottish Household Survey 
(2009/2010) (Summary) 

 Attitudes to drugs and drug use in Scotland (2009) (Summary) 
 Social Capital and Health - Findings from the Scottish Health Survey 

and Scottish Social Attitudes Survey (2009) (Summary)  
 Attitudes to antisocial behaviour in Scotland (2009) (Summary) 
 Sustainable places and green space (2009) (Summary) 
 Attitudes towards alcohol in Scotland (2007) (Summary) 
 Subjective perceptions of well-being in Scotland (2007) (Summary) 
 Attitudes to discrimination and positive action (2006) (Summary) 
 Public attitudes to homelessness (2006) (Summary) 
 Attitudes to youth crime and willingness to intervene (2006) (Summary) 
 Family Module Report (2004) 
 Attitudes to Discrimination in Scotland (2002) (Summary) 

  
 
Methodology and technical reports 
 
The SSA survey includes approximately 1,200 – 1,500 face to face interviews 
per year with a representative sample of people in Scotland. 
 
The data from the survey are available for further analysis through the UK Data 
Service. 
 
Links to technical reports and annexes: 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2017: Technical Annex 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2016: Technical Annex 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2015: Technical Report 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2014: Technical Annex 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2013: Technical Annex 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2011: Technical Annex 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2010: Technical Annex 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2009: Technical Annex 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2007: Technical Annex 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2006: Technical Report  

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2005: Technical Report 

 Scottish Social Attitudes 2004: Technical Annex 
 
 
Further information and contact 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/12/05122129/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170609013810/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2006/12/05122211/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170702025204/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2006/12/05122239/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170702025207/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2006/12/05122015/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180517120950/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2005/08/18151621/16219
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180516073527/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2005/08/18151729/17302
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-data-trust-2017/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2015-attitudes-social-networks-civic-participation/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-2015-attitudes-discrimination-positive-action/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2014-attitudes-violence-against-women-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2014-public-attitudes-sectarianism-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2014-public-attitudes-sectarianism-scotland-research-findings/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/attitudes-mental-health-scotland-scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2013/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/attitudes-mental-health-scotland-scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2013-research-findings/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401111048/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2011/08/11112523/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170703145449/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2011/08/11121400/0
https://www.gov.scot/publications/exploring-dimensions-social-capital-scotland-findings-scottish-social-attitudes-survey-scottish-household-survey/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/exploring-dimensions-social-capital-scotland-findings-scottish-social-attitudes-survey-scottish-household-survey/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/exploring-dimensions-social-capital-scotland-findings-scottish-social-attitudes-survey-scottish-household-survey-research-findings/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180514223534/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/05/19111419/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180528204252/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/05/20153858/0
https://www.gov.scot/publications/social-capital-health-findings-scottish-health-survey-scottish-social-attitudes-survey/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/social-capital-health-findings-scottish-health-survey-scottish-social-attitudes-survey/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/social-capital-health-findings-scottish-health-survey-scottish-social-attitudes-survey-research-findings/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180514223553/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/03/17133110/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180514223556/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/03/17133032/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401111025/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/07/02134238/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20161007220341/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/07/01091850/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180517144733/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2008/08/01112431/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180517144735/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2008/08/01112359/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401200402/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2008/08/12162152/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401200359/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2008/08/12162125/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401194715/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2007/12/04093619/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401194717/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2007/12/04093547/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180516230221/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2007/11/13153139/0
https://www2.gov.scot/Publications/2007/11/13153209/0
https://www.gov.scot/publications/attitudes-towards-youth-crime-willingness-intervene-findings-2006-scottish-social-attitudes-survey/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/attitudes-towards-youth-crime-willingness-intervene-findings-2006-scottish-social-attitudes-survey-research-findings/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401190751/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2005/08/02131208/12092
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401175432/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2003/09/18318/27570
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401194806/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2003/09/18310/27521
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series/series?id=2000049#!/abstract
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series/series?id=2000049#!/abstract
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-technical-annex-2017/
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00515514.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-2015-technical-report/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2014-attitudes-violence-against-women-scotland/pages/12/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2013-core-module-attitudes-government-economy-health-social-care-services-social-capital-scotland/pages/12/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-social-attitudes-survey-2011-core-module-attitudes-government-economy-public-services-scotland/pages/12/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170107022359/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2011/06/29152407/11
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170114140137/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2010/03/15102525/10
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170110231108/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2008/05/16095134/11
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170401200428/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2007/11/19102401/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20170702025209/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2006/12/05122049/0
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180519103808/http:/www.gov.scot/Publications/2005/08/18151621/16388


Further information about the survey, and links to reports based on the data, 
but not commissioned by the Scottish Government are available at: 
http://www.ssa.natcen.ac.uk/. 
 
 
Contact: Social_Research@gov.scot  
 

 

http://www.ssa.natcen.ac.uk/
mailto:Social_Research@gov.scot

