From: (D

Sent: 24 March 2020 08:18
To
Subject: Independent Schools Costing request

Our analysts have costed the changes. Given the recent COVID-19 measures, which among
others, introduced a 1.6% relief for all properties to effectively reverse the poundage change, the

cost change to the calculation was minimal:

See revised table below, very minimal changes to what was calculate note pre-COVID
and pre-Budget changes.u

Table 1 - Cost of Delaying implementation of Charity Relief Exclusion]

2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24

’.

Exclusion Starts in 2022/23 7.18 7.30 - -
Exclusion Starts in 2025/26 7.18 7.30 7.44 7.72

I These costings have used the most recent Independent Schools in Scotland: Register along with the 2019 billing
system to provide the most up-to-date costing. These costing include additional properties belonging to independent
schools that were not included in previous analysis. This explains the difference to the SFC costings for independent
schools. St Marys Music School has been excluded.
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From: L

Sent: 30 April 2020 13:32

To:

Cc:

Subject: RE: Media query: Independent schools

From (N

Sent: 30 April 2020 13:27

Subject: RE: Media query: Independent school

“Having considered the financial impact of Covid-19 and school closures on the independent
schools’ sector in Scotland, we have decided to delay commencement of section 17 of the Non-
Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020 until 1 April 2021.

This decision was taken to assist mainstream independent schools as they — like all businesses in
Scotland — deal with the impacts of Covid-19.”

Background

Section 17 of The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020 (which removes charitable rates relief
from mainstream independent schools) was planned to commence on 1 September 2020 and will
now commence on 1 April 2021 instead.

From (N

Sent: 30 April 2020 13:23
To:



Subject: RE: Media query: Independent school

“Having considered the financial impact of Covid-19 on the independent schools’ sector in
Scotland, we have decided to delay commencement of section 17 of the Non-Domestic Rates
(Scotland) Act 2020.

“This decision was taken to assist mainstream independent schools as they — like all businesses
in Scotland — deal with the impacts of Covid-19.”

Background

Section 17 of The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020 (which removes charitable rates relief
from mainstream independent schools) was planned to commence on 1 September 2020 and will
now commence on 1 April 2021 instead.

From:
Sent: 30 April 2020 13:19

Subject: RE: Media query: Independent school




Frorn

Sant: 30 April 2020 13:15

Subject: RE: Media query: Independent school

“Having considered the financial impact of Cavid-12 on the independent schools’ sector in
Scotland, the Scottlsh Government has elected to delay commencement of section 17 of The
Non-Domestic Rates {Scotland) Act 2020. Section 17 {(which removes charitable rates relief from

mainstream indepandant schools) was planned to commenca on 1 Saptambear 2020 and will now
commence on 1 April 2021 instead,

This decislon was taken to asslst malnstream Independent schools as they — llke all businasses In
Scotland — deal with the impacts of Covid-19."

Thanks,
[

From
Sent: 30 April 2020 13:14



Subject: RE: Media query: Independent school

p_q|gov.scot

Frorn

Sent: 30 April 2020 12:59

Subject: RE: Medla query: Independent school

S
S

A Scottish Government apokesperson sakl:

“We know the Covid-18 pandemic is causing significant challenges for indepsndent schools.

“The Scottish Government has therefore decided to delay the reform of nen-domestic rates until
next financlal year.”

Thanks
—



From (D

Sent: 30 April 2020 12:06

Subject: RE: Media query: Independent school

From (N

Sent: 30 April 2020 11:17
To:!

Cc:
Subject: Media query: Independent schools_

Policy colleagues,

G o -<<<c for a comment the possible removal of charitable relief on business
rates for independent schools.

@ = said specifically:

I was speaking to (N - /' said the
plans to strip private schools of their entitlement to charitable tax breaks are to be postponed due to
coronavirus.

The Scoftish Government previously announced independent schools would no longer be eligible for
charitable relief on their business rates from September 1, 2020.

But@ said this is now being pushed back into next year to help the sector cope with the financial
fall-out of Covid-19.

I'm just looking for a Scottish Government line on this. Has any date been provisionally set for when
charitable relief will be removed next year?

Grateful for advice on a response as soon as possible please.

Thanks

—  ————— e
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Fram:
Sant 01 April 2020 16:43

To:

Subject INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL

CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19 OUTBREAK

I've Incorporated your line Into the below e-mall, ara you contert for me to send t_

INDEPENDENT SCHODLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TQ COVID-19




Sant: 01
To

il 2020 16:33

NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

CUTBREAK

Taking this imto account, if you are still minded to delay the remaval of charity mtes relief beyond 1 September
2020, | wauld lke to suggest that consideration be given to delaying the removal of charttable relief il 1 April
2021 rather than a full year, ta 1 Saptember 2021. This will reduce non-domestie ratas Incame by £3.5 milllon
Instead of £7 milllon. | understand that this would no langer correspand to the school calendar year, but giving
schools a year's notice should allow them to budget accordingly.

sant 01
Ta
Subject INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TQ COVID-19

ril 2020 16:30

OUTEREAK




—
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From (D

Sent: 01 April 2020 16:23
To:

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

OUTBREAK

1 April 2021 rather than 1 September 2021
and sets out the rest of the funding position.

From -

Sent: 31 March 2020 18:38

NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

QUTBREAK

From- (S

Sent: 31 March 2020 17:39

NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

OCUTBREAK

3
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From:
Sent: 31 March 2020 09:58

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-
138 QUTBREAK

From:

Sent: 31 March 2020 09:48
To




subject:{(IEGNNENEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEEEEEEE 0 PENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

QUTBREAK
G
-
a
-
—

From (D

Sent: 27 March 2020 16:54

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK
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07 April 2020 15:24

|

To:

Subject: RE: DRAFT - UPDATE SUBMISSKON AND LETTER - INDEPEMDENT SCHOOLS -
FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19 GUTBREAK

Attachmuants:

Importanca: High

|"||‘|

Frorn

Sent: 07 April 2020 10:07

Subject: RE: DRAFT - UPDATE SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS = FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK

On NDR — | lst him know that NDR will be delayed until April 2021 and that comms will follow and
it'd be really helpful if he could convey that to the sector once comms are ready.



From:
Sent: 06 April 2020 18:13

Subject: RE: DRAFT - UPDATE SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
QUTBREAK

From:

Sent: 06 April 2020 17:54

Cc:

Subject: DRAFT - UPDATE SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK

Importance: High




In the meantime, given the urgency i expresssed In hia call withi{iiil} | wonder Fi
could informally relay to that we will be delaying the introduction of charity rates

rellef to April 20217

Thanks,

L]

Sent: 05 April 2020 18:26

g8

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK






I

From: I
Sent: 08 July 2020 16:31

To: e

Sl.lbject: FW: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOQOLS — FINANCIAL

CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19 OUTBREAK

From- (D

Sent: 07 April 2020 16:57
To:

Cc:
Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK

From:

Sent: 07 April 2020 16:05
To:

Cc:




Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TOQ COVID-19
OUTBREAK

Sent: 07 April 2020 14:22
To

Cc
Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

OUTBREAK

have all agreed to delay the removal of charily rates relief in
response to the challenges faced by the Independent sector, caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic and the decision to close schools. Rather than removing charity relief by
commencing saction 17 of The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020 In 1 Septembar 2020,

will now take place on 1 April 2021.

):

Frorn
Sent: 07 April 2020 14:03
Ta

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEFENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK




Sent: 07 April 2020 11:44
To
Ce

Subject: FW: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHODLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-
13 OUTBREAK

-
Flaasa sea lines below:

The Scotlish Government recognises that the Coronavirus (COVID-198) pandemic has caused
challenges for the indepandent schools sector fellowing the First Minister's announcement on 18
March 2020 that achools would be closed that week untll further notlce

Saction 17 of The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020, which removes charitable rates relisf
from mainstream independent schools, was due to commence on 1 September 2020. However,
taking into account the current situation, the Scottish Govemment has taken the decision to delay
this reform untll the next financlal year and will commence sectlon 17 on 1 Aprll 2020 Instead.

| sincaraly hopa that by that date schools will ba running as normal and any temporary negative
impact on school fee payments and pupil numbers will have improved.”

Best,

(—

rrom:

Sant: 06 April 2020 14:36
To

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEFENDENT 5CHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK



From
Sent; 06 April 2020 14:26
To

€c
Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

OUTBREAK




From

Sent: 06 April 2020 14:24

Tao

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
DUTBEREAK

Sent: D6 April 2020 13:51

To

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TC COVID-19
OUTBREAK

Sant: 06 April 2020 12:15

To

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTRREAK




From (D
Sent: 06 April 2020 11:50

To:
Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

OUTBREAK

From- (D

Sent: 06 April 2020 11:49
To:
Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19

OUTBREAK

From:

Sent: 03 April 2020 17:30

To:

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK




Sent: 03 April 2020 12:23
To

£

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TQ COVID-19
OUTBREAK

All,

s content to agree to this course of actlon,

Thanks



From -

Sent: 02 April 2020 23:49

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSICN - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK

@& =< noted and is content with the suggestion.

From -

Sent: 02 April 2020 08:34

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOQLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK

| also note that any delay in implementing the removal of charitable rates relief from mainstream

indeiendent schools will have to be funded from the remainini business suiiort conseiuentials

8



Taking this into account, if you are still minded to delay the removal of charity rates relief beyond 1
September 2020, | would like to suggest that consideration be given to delaying it until 1 April
2021 rather than a full year (to 1 September 2021). This will reduce non-domestic rates income by
£3.5 million instead of £7 million. | understand that this would no longer correspond to the school
calendar year, but giving schools a year’s notice should hopefully allow them to budget
accordingly.

Hopefully by 1 April 2021 schools will be running as normal and any temporary negative impact on
school fee payments and pupil numbers will have improved.

From:

Sent: 31 March 2020 09:48
To:

Subject: RE: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK

-is prepared to consider delaying the application of the removal of business rates relie-

Thanks




Sent: 27 March 2020 16:54

Subject: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE - SUBMISSION - INDEPENDENT SCHODLS — FINANCIAL CONCERNS DUE TO COVID-19
OUTBREAK
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Fram;

Sent

To:

o

Subject: RE: media inquiry - privata school

Dear all,

The MiCase announcing this formally has not yet been issued, but we have infmmali lot the
know,

Lines:

Recogniging the impact of the COVID-19 disgruption on independent schools, the Scottish Government is considering
ways to further assist the sector, Including detaying the removal of Independent school's eligiblitty for charitable

rates rellef.

Background

The Non-Domestic Rates {Scotland} Act 2020 recelved Royal Assert on 11 March 2020, Sectlon 17 removes
charitable rates rellef from malnstream Indepandent schools. This is scheduled to be commenced on 1 September

=

From
Sent: 12 April 2020 12:19

To




Subject: RE: media inquiry - private school rates -

P'l'

From:
Sent: 12 April 2020 12:15

Subject: RE: media inquiry - private school rates -

nd we are trying to see if the MiCase confirming policy on the below has been

issued yet or is still pending.

Lines:

Recognising the impact of the COVID-19 disruption on independent schools, the Scottish Government is considering
ways to further assist the sector/ Recognising the impact of the COVID-19 disruption on independent schools, the
Scottish Government has confirmed that it will remove mainstream independent school's eligibility for charitable
rates relief from 1 April 2021 only instead of 1 September 2020 as previously confirmed at Stage 2 of the Non-
Domestic Rates (Scotland) Bill.

Background



The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020 received Royal Assent on 11 March 2020. Section 17 removes
charitable rates relief from mainstream independent schools. This was/is scheduled toc be commenced on 1
September 2020.

From (N

Sent: 12 April 2020 11:21

Subject: RE: media inquiry - private school rates-

From:
Sent: 12 April 2020 10:41




Subject: media inquiry - private school rate
Good morning colleagues

S 2 v asked if rates rise for private schools in September will be reviewed in light of
coronavirus.

Reporter asks:

does the Scottish Government have any plans to help/offer them some relief.....given that
other charities/businesses are getting help. Or will they still be hit with the business rates
hike.

HI

MEDIA INQUIRY
| understand there is concern that some private schools may go to the wall as a result of the
coronavirus...

So my question was, given that independent schools face a big business rates hike in
September....does the Scottish Government have any plans to help/offer them some
relief.....given that other charities/businesses are getting help. Or will they still be hit with the
business rates hike.

§



Scottish Government
Riaghaltas na h-Alba

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for . o
Education and Skills ’ ‘
i N | gov.scot

John Swinney M5P

F/T: 0300 244 4000
E: dfmcse@gov.scot

Our Reference: 202000021917
Your Reference: Financial Support

16 April 2020

Thank you for your letter to the Minister of Public Finance and Migration dated © March,
email to myself dated 12 March, and letter to the First Minister dated 18 March, raising
concerns about the financial situation of independent schools in light of the Covid-19
outbreak. The Scottish Government recognises that the Covid-19 pandemic has caused
significant challenges for the independent schools sector.

Section 17 of The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020, which removes charitable rates
relief from mainstream independent schools, was due to commence on 1 September 2020.
However, taking into account the current situation, the Scottish Government has taken the
decision to delay this reform until the next financial year and will commence section 17 on 1
April 2021 instead.

| sincerely hope that by that date schools will be running as hormal and any temporary
negative impact on school fee payments and pupil numbers will have improved.

We are grateful for your commitment and dedication during these unprecedented times.

Please do not hesitate to contact me or the Scottish Government Coronavirus Education
team at SGCoronavirusEducation@gov.scot, if you have any further questions or concerns.

f |

JOHN SWINNEY

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016, See

www. lobbying.scot

INVESTORS Accredited iﬂm
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG O IN PEOPLE | ni 2020 € Iﬂ;l»;T_I ﬁ
WwWW.gov.scot



Sent: 20 April 2020 21:07
To:
Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS query

I'll pass this or{isince eeded it early tomorrow. Can/{jjji
ut it on OneNote as we discussed last week

From:

Sent: 20 April 2020 20:29
To

Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS query

H |
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rrom: {1

Sent: 20 April 2020 1416

Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS guery

been resolved,

tror (N

Sent: 20 April 202013:52

Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS guery




until 1 Apnl 2021, We communicated this decision to last weelk. Line for information:

"Section 17 of The Mon-Domestic Eates (Scotland) Act 2020, which removes charitable rates
relief from mainstream independent schools, was due to commence on 1 September 2020
Howewer, taking into account the current situation, the Scottish Government has taken the
decision to delay this reform until the next financial year and will commence section 17 on 1 April
2027 instead ”

3 6 E s e

From:
Sent: 20 April 202013:42

r

Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schoals - SCIS query




From:
Sent: 02 April 202012:41
To

Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCI5 query

From:
Sent: 01 April 202015:41
To

Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schoals - SCIS query




356 EY e

From:
Sent: 01 April 202014:42
To

Subject: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS query

ondered if you could please help.

| have received a query from i GGG | - < stached his query for ease.

| wonder if you could please let me know if you hawve received gueries regarding the financial
issues relating to independent schools? Do you have current lines you are sharing on this? (P

]



From: S

Sent: 21 April 2020 17:22
To:
Subject: RE: UKG Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme - Guidance for Education, Early Years

and Children's Social Care in England

- To provide further support for the sector, Section 17 of The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act
2020, which removes charitable rates relief from mainstream independent schools, has been
delayed from 1 September 2020 until 1 April 2021.

1
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Feurn: v

Sant: 29 April 2020 11108
N
Subject Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS

S —
F

artlal limited rates freeza from SG Is helpful,
that any further clarity or certainty on
imtemational/EEA students, visas, and how resfrictions may be lifted would ba welcomead.

1




From -

Sent: 20 April 2020 21:21

To:

Subject: FW: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS query

G ou can scee, the non-domestic rates issue should have been

resolved, for the present, as far as independent schools are concerned.

From:
Sent: 20 April 2020 13:52

Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS query



| can hereby confirm that the Scottish
Govermnment has decided to delay the removal of charitable rates rellef from Indepandent schools
until 1 April 2021. We communicated this decision{] ] 2:t week. Line for information:

“Saction 17 of The Non-Domestic Rates (Scotland) Act 2020, which removes charitable rates
relief from mainstream independent schools, was due fo commence on 1 September 2020.
However, taking Into account the curment siiuation, the Scottish Govemment has taken the
decision to delay this reform until the next financial year and will commence section 17 on 1 April
2021 instead.”

5B EL Mt v

From
Sent: 20 April 2020 13:42
To

Subject: RE: Off Sen: Independent schools - SCIS guery

our recent conversations that would be useful




- @ @ @ B

From: L]

Sant 30 April 2020 13:16

&

Subject RE: Media query: Independent schools - the Harald

Those lines are ok. Or if you want a bit more detail {(provided (]l zre happy with this) —
“Having consilerad the financial impact of Covid-19 on the ndependent schools' sactor in
Scotland, the Scottish Government has elected to delay commencement of section 17 of The
Nan-Domestlc Rates (Scotland) Act 2020. Section 17 {which removes charltable retes rellef from
mainstream independent schools) was planned to commence on 1 September 2020 and will now
commence on 1 April 2021 instsad.

This decision was taken to assist mainstream independent schools as they — like all businesses in
Scotland — deal with the Impacts of Covid-19.7

1 8B EL s eom
rrom

Sent: 30 April 2020 13:14

Subject: RE: Media query: Independent schools - the Herald

R ' ot close to the independent schools policy area and while what you have below is

H undmtnndini of the ﬁ'rtinn | wonder if it is best to check in with the lead on business rates.




»_«|gov.scot

Sent: 30 April 2020 12:55

Subject: RE: Media query: Independent schools - the Herald

"We know the Covid-18 pandemic is causing significant challenges for independent schools.

“The Scottlsh Govemment has therefore decided 1o delay the reform of nondomestic rates untll
next mancial year.”

Sant: 30 April 2020 12:06

Sublect: RE: Medla query: Independent schools - the Herald




From (N

Sent: 30 April 2020 11:17
To:

Subject: Media query: Independent schools - the Herald

@ e Herald has asked for a comment the possible removal of charitable relief on business
rates for independent schools.

@ = said specifically:

I was speaking to (N - he said the

plans to strip private schools of their entitlement to charitable tax breaks are to be postponed due to
coronavirus.

The Scottish Government previously announced independent schools would no longer be eligible for
charitable relief on their business rates from Seplember 1, 2020.

Butl saic this is now being pushed back into next year to help the sector cope with the financial
fall-out of Covid-19.

He said this is in line with the rates relief offered to other sectors — retail, hospitality efc.

I'm just looking for a Scottish Government line on this. Has any date been provisionally set for when
charitable relief will be removed next year?

e
-—

—

—— —— e
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