
Annex B 
 
Section 30(c) – substantial prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs 
 
An exemption under section 30(c) of FOISA (prejudice to effective conduct of public 
affairs) applies to some of the information requested.  Disclosing this information 
would substantially prejudice our ability to conduct the inspection process because 
schools would be informed of inspections well in advance of the inspection visit and 
this would jeopardise an accurate representation of a schools performance.  This 
would constitute substantial prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs in 
terms of the exemption.  
 
This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’.  Therefore, taking account of all 
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption.  We have 
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption.  
We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, 
transparent and accountable government.  However, there is a greater public interest 
in protecting the inspection process and ensuring that Education Scotland is able 
conduct this aspect of its business effectively. 
 


