OFFICIAL SENSITIVE – ADVICE TO MINISTERS

Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work
Date of Scottish Budget 2020-21
1. Purpose: for information, advice on setting and communicating Scottish Budget date.
2. Under SG’s Written Agreement with Finance & Constitution Committee, once the timing
of the UK Autumn Budget is known, SG is to consult the Committee regarding the
timing of the Scottish Budget and Budget Bill.
3. The Written Agreement notes that the Scottish Budget will “normally” be published no
more than three working weeks after the UK Autumn Budget, and that the Bill is to be
published after the Budget and before Christmas recess (which this year begins on
Saturday 21 December). It also notes, on pre-budget scrutiny, that Committees should
write to respective Ministers at least six weeks before the Budget.
4. There has been no announcement of the date of the UK Autumn Budget. From our
discussions with Treasury and OBR officials, we understand planning is for the option
of late October. But given the political context this date of course remains uncertain.
5. Under our protocol with the SFC, SG is required to provide the Commission with at
least ten weeks’ notice of the expected Scottish Budget date. The protocol also notes
that, where “unforeseen or exceptional circumstances” arise, SG will “promptly consult”
with the Commission in order to agree a date.
6. [redacted]
7. [redacted]
8. Murdo Fraser has lodged a written PQ (S5W-25505), due for answer on 9 October,
asking SG “when it will bring forward the next Comprehensive Spending Review, and
what period this will cover”.
9. You are next meeting Finance Committee on Thursday 2 October (to discuss Fiscal
Framework Outturn Report).
10. [redacted]
[redacted] Public Spending Division
28 September 2019

ext [redacted]
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

[redacted]
14 October 2019 15:36
Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work
[redacted]

Subject:
Attachments:

RE: UK Budget - 6 November
Letter to Cabinet Secretary - 2 October - Timing.pdf; Budget Timing 2020-21 Letter to Finance Committee -14 Oct 2019.docx

[redacted]: please see short advice for Cab Sec below, plus attached draft letter to Finance Committee
(and previous letter for reference).
UK Budget timing
1. HMT today confirmed the UK Budget is planned for Wednesday 6 November, indicating that if there
was No Deal then the Budget would instead follow in the weeks thereafter. The Financial Times is
also reporting that if there is a Brexit extension then the Budget will still be 6 November.
2. [redacted].
3. [redacted].
4. Background info on our written agreement with the committee and our protocol with SFC is annexed
below, for reference.
Annex
SG’s Written Agreement with Finance Committee states:
“17. Each Committee should write to their respective Portfolio Minister at least 6 weeks prior to
the publication of the Budget setting out their views of the delivery, impact and funding of existing
policy priorities and any proposed changes. […]
22. The Finance and Constitution Committee and the Scottish Government agree that the
Scottish Budget document will normally be published the week before the introduction of the
Budget Bill and no more than three working weeks after the publication of the UK Autumn Budget.
While these timings are not fixed it is expected that both the Scottish Budget document and the
Budget Bill will normally be published prior to Christmas recess and this is reflected in the timings
for the Budget Bill process in the Standing Orders. As soon as the timing of the UK Autumn
Budget is known, the Scottish Government will consult the Finance and Constitution Committee
regarding the timing of the Budget Bill and the Scottish Budget.”
SG’s protocol with the Scottish Fiscal Commission states:
“Timing of fiscal events
12. The Scottish Government will provide the Commission with formal notification of the day a
fiscal event is expect to take place at least ten weeks in advance. The Scottish Government will
write to the Chair of the Commission and this letter will be published on the Commission’s
website.
13. Where unforeseen or exceptional circumstances arise and this effects the timing of a fiscal
event the Scottish Government will promptly consult with the Commission. Where the date has
already been notified, the parties will seek to agree a suitable alternative. Where the ten week
requirement cannot be adhered to the parties will seek to agree a suitable timetable. Parties must
take account of the circumstances, the pressures placed on the Scottish Government, the timing
of UK Government announcements and the Commission’s ability to produce quality forecasts.
Any new date will be published on the Commission’s website.”

[redacted] | Deputy Director, Public Spending | The Scottish Government | 3C North, Victoria Quay,
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ | [redacted]

[redacted – out of scope]

From: [redacted]
Public Spending Division
24 October 2019
Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work

Purpose
1. [redacted]
Timing
2. Routine.
Scottish Budget Planning
3. On 2 October, you announced to the Finance and Constitution Committee your
intention to publish the Scottish Budget on 12 December 2019, noting that the
lack of a UK Autumn Budget date might necessitate the revision of these plans.
This was confirmed in writing to the Committee and the Scottish Fiscal
Commission.
4. On 14 October the Chancellor announced his plans for an Autumn Budget on 6
November, in the event of a deal being reached on EU-exit. [redacted]

16. [redacted – out of scope].
17. [redacted – out of scope].
18. [redacted]
[redacted]
Public Spending
October 2019

DG Scottish Exchequer
Chief Financial Officer
Director Budget and Sustainability
Director Tax
[redacted], Public Spending
[redacted], Public Spending
[redacted], Public Spending
[redacted], Public Spending
[redacted], Infrastructure Investment
[redacted], Infrastructure Investment

[redacted], Fiscal Sustainability
[redacted], Fiscal Sustainability
[redacted], Fiscal Sustainability
[redacted], Fiscal Sustainability
[redacted], Tax
[redacted], Tax
[redacted], Tax
[redacted], Tax
[redacted], OCEA
[redacted], OCEA
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[redacted], Finance Coordination
[redacted], Finance Coordination
[redacted], Financial Management

[redacted], Cabinet Secretariat
[redacted], PLU
[redacted], PLU
[redacted], OSPC
[redacted], SGLD
[redacted], Special Adviser
[redacted], Special Adviser
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ANNEX A
redacted – out of scope]
1. [redacted – out of scope].
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

[redacted] on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair
Work
25 October 2019 15:58
[redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work
[redacted]
RE: Line to clear - Scottish Budget dates [redacted – out of scope]

[redacted]

Cab Sec is content to clear.
Thanks
[redacted]
Private Secretary to Derek Mackay MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and
Fair Work
The Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | T: [redacted]
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister
relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be
filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or
attachments.

From: [redacted]
Sent: 25 October 2019 14:56
To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work <CabSecFEFW@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted]
Subject: Line to clear - Scottish Budget dates[redacted – out of scope]
[redacted]

LINE
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: “We are concerned that the UK
Government is set to delay its budget, having already scrapped plans for a full three
year spending review.
“While we are considering all options available to us, without the Office for Budget
Responsibility’s tax and economic forecasts that are produced for a UK Budget, we will
not have the clarity we require on the funding available for public services in Scotland.

“We have informed the Scottish Parliament of our intention to hold the Scottish Budget
on December 12. We will keep this under review as we monitor events at Westminster.”
Background
The UK Government sets the purdah period for a general election.

[redacted – out of scope]

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

[redacted] on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair
Work
01 November 2019 14:52
[redacted]; Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work
[redacted]
RE: Budget timeline - lines to take

[redacted]

Cab Sec is content to clear.
[redacted]
Private Secretary to Derek Mackay MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and
Fair Work
The Scottish Government
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | T: [redacted]
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister
relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be
filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or
attachments.

From: [redacted]
Sent: 01 November 2019 12:34
To: Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy and Fair Work <CabSecFEFW@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted]
Subject: Budget timeline - lines to take
[redacted]

We’ve updated our lines on the potential budget date in case we’re approached over the
next few days.
Philip Sim has already been speculating on what might happen:
https://twitter.com/BBCPhilipSim/status/1189938216343875585?s=20
The below lines have been agreed between comms, policy and spads. Grateful for Cab
Sec’s clearance.
Thanks,
[redacted]

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“We are concerned that the UK Government has delayed its budget, having already
scrapped plans for a full three year spending review. The calling of a general election
means that a new UK Budget date will not be known until December at the earliest.
“While we are considering all options available to us, without the UK tax
announcements and the Office for Budget Responsibility’s tax, social security and
economic forecasts that are produced for a UK Budget, we will not have clarity on the
funding available for public services in Scotland.
“We had previously informed the Scottish Parliament of our intention to publish the
Scottish Budget on 12 December but the position has changed significantly following
the announcement of the general election on the same date.
“The Scottish Government is considering its approach to the 2020-21 Scottish Budget,
continuing to engage with the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Fiscal Commission,
and an announcement will be made in due course.”
[redacted]
Senior Media Manager
Economy and Finance Communications
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | T: [redacted]

