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Thank you for your email dated 14th March 2019 addressed to Jeane Freeman MSP, Cabinet 
Secretary for Health and Sport regarding discussing your research on autism. As you can 
imagine, the Minister receives a large number of correspondence and is unable to personally 
respond to each letter, therefore she has asked me to respond on her behalf as I have policy 
responsibility for Autism and Learning Disabilities. 

I refer to our previous correspondence dated 21st September 2019 under reference 
2018/0032112 and correspondence dated 29th October 2018 under reference 
2018/0037511. 

I also note your petition dated January 2016 under reference PE01597 and the Scottish 
Government's response. 

You have mentioned an increase in the number of children with autism In 2017 there were 
688,959 pupils in Scotland's Local Authority primary, secondary and special schools and 
grant-aided schools. Of those, 183,257 were identified as having an additional support need, 
around 26.6 % of all pupils. This represents a 1.7% increase on last year's figure. Of those 
pupils, 14,973 are recorded as receiving additional support as a result of autism. 

We are clear that all children and young people should get the support they need to reach 
their full potential. Education authorities are responsible for identifying and meeting the 
additional support needs of their pupils. This includes the employment and provision of 
appropriate resources, including teaching and support staff, to meet children's needs. 
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