
  
 

Annex A 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: [Redacted]  
Sent: 02 August 2019 14:47 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]  
Subject: RE: Ops Note - Iain Dale All Talk - Monday 5 August 2019  
 
Afternoon,  
 
Please see attached updated ops note for Monday afternoons event at Bristo Square.  
 
Thanks,  
[Redacted]  
Visits and Events Team  
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: [Redacted] Sent: 01 August 2019 16:26 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]  
Subject: Ops Note - Iain Dale All Talk - Monday 5 August 2019 (A25244492) 
 
Afternoon,  
 
Please see attached ops note for Monday afternoons event at Bristo Square. 
 
Thanks,  
[Redacted]  
Visits and Events Team  
  



  
 

 
 

 
  

First Minister 
 

Event: In Conversation with Iain Dale - All Talk Show 

Date: Monday 5 August 2019 

Time: 16:00 – 17:00 

Venue Contact: [Redacted] 
 

 

Venue: Gilded Balloon Teviot (Wine Bar) 
Teviot Row House 
13 Bristo Square 
EH8 9AJ 
 

SG Contacts: [Redacted] – V&E 
 

[Redacted] – PS 
 

[Redacted] – Comms 
 

  

Version: Final  

Dress Code: Business Attire 

Media Opp: FM Comms to advise. 

Event 

Description:  

 

Iain Dale has invited the First Minister as a guest on his 2019 Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival Show ‘Iain Dale – All Talk’. 
 
This event will be ‘In Conversation’ style with approx. 150 attendees. 
 

Drop Off/ Pick Up: [Redacted] 



  
 

PS to call [Redacted] prior to arrival. 

  

Programme: 
15:55 
First Minister arrives and is met by [Redacted] (V&E) and escorted to the Wine 
Bar. 

 
Audience will already be seated and Iain Dale will be on stage.  
 
16:00 
Iain will welcome the First Minister to the stage. There will be a chair with a 
handheld mic on it next to Iain.   
 
Iain will ask the First Minister questions on various subjects. 
 
(If time permits Iain will ask the audience if they have any questions.) 
 
16:55 
Iain will thank the First Minister for attending. 
 
17:00 
First Minister is free to depart.   
 

EVENT ENDS 

 

  



  
 

From: [Redacted]  
Sent: 09 August 2019 12:52 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Ops Note - Reception and Edinburgh Royal Tattoo - 10 August 2019 
 
Please use this version for the daily folder. 
 
[Redacted]  
 

[Redacted] 
Private Office to the First Minister 
[Redacted] 
 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 

comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep 

official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

 

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See 

www.lobbying.scot 

 

 
  

http://www.lobbying.scot/


  
 

 

 
  

First Minister 
Event: Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

   

Date: Saturday 10 August 2019 

Time: 17:15 – 21:45  

Venue Contact: [Redacted]     

Venue: Bute House & Edinburgh Castle 

SG Contacts: 

 
 

[Redacted], V&E 
 

[Redacted], V&E 

[Redacted], PS 

 
 

 

Version: Final  

Dress Code: Business Attire 

Media Opp: No Comms activity planned 

Event Description:  
First Minister has accepted an invitation to take the salute at the Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo. 
 
Bute House 
First Minister will host a light supper at Bute House prior to the performance.    
 
Edinburgh Castle Esplanade 
Prior to the performance, First Minister will be introduced to the Tattoo lone 
piper on the esplanade and will take part in a Quaich toast to the audience. 
The First Minister will be escorted, along with Mr Murrell, to join their guests in 
the Royal Box.  
 
The First Minister will take the salute at the end of each individual 
performance and at the finale. 
 

Drop Off/ Pick Up: [Redacted]   



  
 

 

17:15 
Guests to arrive at Bute House and will be directed to the drawing room where 
drinks will be served. 
 
17:45 
First Minister and Mr Murrell enter the drawing room and meet with their 
guests.   
 
17:55 
First Minister will say a few words of welcome. 
 
18:00 
Bowl Food is served. 

 

Macaroni cheese, shaved black truffle, rocket and reggiano curls 
 
Honey roast chicken, charred lemon and spiced fries, jalapeno chutney with 
marinated aubergine 
 
Belgian chocolate pot with candied fruits 
 

18:20  
Guest transport called forward to position outside Bute House on Charlotte 
Square.  
 
18:30 
Guests are asked to collect coats, take a comfort break and make their way to 
the awaiting transport at the front of Bute House.  Each guest will be provided 
with a VIP pass. 
 
18:40 
First Minister and Mr Murrell depart Bute House (First Minister to be seated 
on the rear left seat). 
 
[Redacted]   
 
18:50 
[Redacted]   
 
19:00 
[Redacted]   
 
Guest transport to pull forward to edge of performance area under East Stand 
where guests alight and proceed to Royal Box. 
 



  
 

19.05 
First Minister’s car instructed to pull on to esplanade by Royal Military Police. 
 
[Redacted]   
 
First Minister and Mr Murrell will be introduced to Lone Piper.  
 
The lone piper will welcome the First Minister and Mr Murrell with a salute. 
 
NB Lone Piper will be in proximity to a live mic.  
 
After the piper has saluted, the Piper and the First Minister will be offered a 
Quaich (containing water) from a tray presented by a soldier of the Royal 
Regiment of Scotland.  
 
Lone Piper will then toast the crowd in Gaelic: 
 
Both the Lone Piper and the First Minister will drink from Quaichs 
(Quaichs returned to tray). 
 
The Lone Piper will salute and march off accompanied by tray carrier.  
 
First Minister and Mr Murrel will be escorted by High Constables of the City of 
Edinburgh and will ascend the front steps to take their seats in the Royal Box. 
(See seating plan in Annex A) 
 
19.15 
Tattoo performance begins. 
 
First Minister will stand at the end of each performance to take the salute (a 
light will come on in the Box as the performers leave, which is the First 
Minister’s cue to stand).  
 
 
21.05 
Performance concludes.  There will be a short drinks reception at the back of 
the Royal Box to allow the crowds to clear.   
 
21.30  
Once the crowds have cleared, vehicles will be assembled on the Esplanade at 
the front of the East Stand. 
 
Guests to make their way down the front stairs of the East Stand and into the 
transport for Bute House. First Minister’s car also returns to Bute House.  
 



  
 

21:45  
First Minister, Mr Murrell and guests arrive at Bute House. 
 
Guests will collect their own transport for their onward journeys from Bute 
House. 
 

EVENT ENDS 

 
[Redacted]   
  



  
 

 
From: [Redacted]  
Sent: 14 August 2019 11:31 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]   
Subject: Ops Note - Red Dust Road- Lyceum Theatre - 15 August 2019 

 
FM/PS 
 
Please find attached an ops note for tomorrow night’s event. 
 
Regards 
 
[Redacted] 
Visits & Events Manager/ Office of the First Minister of Scotland / Scottish Government / St 
Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
[Redacted] 
 

 
   
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister 

relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 

appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 

(Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
https://firstminister.gov.scot/


  
 

 
  

First Minister 

Event: Red Dust Road - Royal Lyceum Theatre  

  

Time: 19:20 – 22:00  

Venue Contact: [Redacted] 
 

Venue: The Royal Lyceum Theatre 
30B Grindlay Street 
Edinburgh 
EH3 9AX 
 

SG Contacts: [Redacted], V&E 
 

 

 [Redacted], PS 
 

 

   

Version: Final  

Dress Code: Business Attire 

Media Opp: FM Comms to advise. 

Event 

Description:  

 

First Minister has accepted an invitation to watch Red Dust Road, chronicling 
Jackie Kay’s 20 year search for her biological mother and father. 
 

Drop Off/ Pick Up: [Redacted] 



  
 

Programme: 
19:20 
First Minister arrives and is met by [Redacted] (V&E) and escorted to meet 
[Redacted].  [Redacted] will introduce the following: 
 
Brenna Hobson, National Theatre Scotland, Acting CE 
Caroline Newall, National Theatre Scotland, Acting Artistic Director 
Fergus Linehan, Director of EIF 
 
Brenda and Caroline will escort the First Minister and [Redacted] to their seats. 
 
19:30 
Performance Commences. 
 
20:40 
Interval. First Minister and party are escorted to the Harry Irving Room for 
refreshments. 
 
20:55 
First Minister and party return to their seats in the auditorium for the second half 
of the performance. 
 
21:50 
Performance ends, First Minister and party are escorted backstage to meet the 
performers. 
 
22:00 

First Minister Departs 

EVENT ENDS. 

 
  



  
 

 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 15 August 2019 13:28 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
Cc: Visits and Events; Communications First Minister; Spads Admin;  [Redacted] 
Subject: Ops Notes- In conversation with Arundhati Roy and Bute House Reception for 
EIBF - 19 August 2019  
 
Hi [Redacted] 
 
Please find attached Ops notes for the First Minister In conversation with Arundhati Roy 
event, and the Reception at Bute House after it.  
 
Thanks  
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Visits and Events 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [Redacted] 

  
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
  
  

http://www.lobbying.scot/
https://firstminister.gov.scot/


  
 

First Minister 
Event: First Minister in conversation with Arundhati Roy at 

the Book Festival  
 

Date: Monday 19 August 2019 

Time: 18:15 – 20:00 

Venue Contact: [Redacted]  
 

Venue: Baillie Gifford Main Theatre 
Edinburgh Book Festival 
Charlotte Square 
Edinburgh 
 

SG Contacts: [Redacted] (V&E) 
 

 [Redacted] (V&E) 
 
[Redacted] (P/S) 
[Redacted] (Comms) 
 

 

   

Version: Final  

Dress Code: Business Attire 

Media Opp: The event will be filmed by the book festival media 
team, photo opportunity prior to the event.   

Event 

Description:  

 

 
First Minister will take part in the Edinburgh International Book Festival event 
and chair a discussion with the author Arundhati Roy about her work and 
ideas.  
 

Drop Off/ Pick Up: [Redacted] 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



  
 

Programme: 
 

18:15 
First Minister arrives and is met by Nick Barley, Director of the Book Festival 
who will escort her to the Authors’ Yurt. 
 
First Minister and Arundhati are escorted to the Edinburgh International Book 
Festival back drop, located at the entrance to the Authors’ Yurt for a photo op. 
 
18:30 
First Minister and Arundhati are escorted to the Authors’ Yurt for final event 
preparation and fitted with radio microphones. 
 
18:40 
Nick Barley escorts First Minister and Arundhati to the Baillie Gifford Main 
Theatre. 
 
First Minister and Arundhati will wait off stage. 
 
18.45 
Nick Barley will welcome guests and introduces the First Minister and Arundhati 
 
First Minister and Arundhati  will take their seats on stage.  
 
First Minister will lead the conversation and invite questions from the audience.   
 
19.45 
Q&A session concludes - First Minister brings the event to a close. 
 
Nick Barley will thank everyone for coming and ask the audience to remain 
seated while First Minister and Arundhati leave the Theatre.  
 
First Minister and Arundhati are escorted back to the authors yurt to return mics. 
Arundhati leaves to begin a short book signing.  
 
20:00 
First Minister departs for Bute House to host a Book Festival Drinks Reception.   

EVENT ENDS 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 19 August 2019 15:10 
To: First Minister; [Redacted] 
Cc: [Redacted] 
Subject: Ops Note - Matt Forde Podcast - 20 August 2019  
 
Hi [Redacted] 
 
Please find attached the ops note for the pod cast tomorrow.  
 
Thanks  
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Visits and Events 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [Redacted] 

  
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
  
  

http://www.lobbying.scot/
https://firstminister.gov.scot/


  
 

 
 

 
  

First Minister 
 

Event: Podcast with Matt Forde  

Date: Tuesday 20 August 2019  

Time: 13:20 – 14:30 

Venue Contact: [Redacted]  

Venue: Gilded Balloon Teviot (Debating Hall) 
Teviot Row House 
13 Bristo Square 
EH8 9AJ 
 

SG Contacts: [Redacted] – V&E 
 

[Redacted] - P/S 
 

[Redacted] - Comms  

  

  

  

Version: Final  

Dress Code: Business Attire 

Media Opp: FM Comms to advise  

Event 

Description:  

 

Matt Forde has invited the First Minister as a guest on his 2019 Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival Show ‘Matt Forde – Political Party Podcast’. 
 
This event will be ‘In Conversation’ style with approx. 200 attendees. The show 
is recorded.  
 
 

Drop Off/ Pick Up: [Redacted] 



  
 

Programme: 
 
13:20 
First Minister arrives and is met by [Redacted], Teviot Duty Manager, and 
escorted through the café to the Green Room. (please note the way to the green 
room involves a narrow set of spiral stairs.)  
 
First Minister is met by Matt Forde in the green room, and they have a short 
discussion about the show.  
 
13:30 
Matt walks onstage, First Minister remains at the side of the stage. Matt and will 
say a few words of welcome to the audience, before announcing the First 
Minister.  
 
Matt will welcome the First Minister to the stage. First Minister takes seat on 
the stage.  (There will be a lapel mic on First Minister’s seat) 
Matt will ask the First Minister the following questions on various subjects 
including –  
 
• Recent Boris Johnson meeting and Brexit (Plus relationship with PM's in 
general - Cameron, May, Johnson) 
• 2014 referendum - what lessons have been learned? What would the First  
Minister do differently next time? 
• Leadership - How does the First Minister balance the priorities of the party and 
the priorities of the country? What advice would the First Minister give an 
eventual successor? 
• Interests outside of politics  
• Scottish politics - Handling the huge popularity and success of the SNP, rivalries 
and cross-party friendships 
• Personal ambition - would obviously love to be the first, First Minister, of an 
independent Scotland but is there any specific policy ambitions or ambitions 
outside of politics? The First Minister still has a long career ahead but have you 
thought about what you'd do after? 
 
14:25 
Matt will thank the First Minister for attending. 
 
14:30 
First Minister is free to depart.   
 

EVENT ENDS 

 

 



  
 

From: [Redacted]  
Sent: 23 August 2019 09:56 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]  
Cc: [Redacted]  
Subject: Ops Note - [Redacted] Northern Lights Event - 25 August 2019  
 
Hi [Redacted] 
 
Please find attached ops notes [Redacted] Northern Lights [Redacted] on Sunday.  
 
Thanks  
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted]  
Visits and Events 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [Redacted] 

  
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

mailto:firstminister@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
https://firstminister.gov.scot/


  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Minister 
 

Event: Northern Lights  

Date: Sunday 25 August 2019  

Time: 10:00 – 11:15 

Venue Contact: [Redacted]   

Venue: Edinburgh International Conference Centre (EICC) 
The Exchange 
Edinburgh 
EH3 8EE 
 

SG Contacts: [Redacted] – V&E  

[Redacted] - P/S  

[Redacted] - Comms  

[Redacted] - Policy   
 
 

Version: Final  

Dress Code: Business Attire 

Media Opp: FM Comms to advise  

Event 

Description:  

 

First Minister will facilitate a conversation with panel guests around the subject 
of finding and publishing new diverse voices.  
 
There are approx. 75 attendees.  
 

Drop Off/ Pick Up: [Redacted] 



  
 

Programme: 
09:55 
[Redacted] (V&E) escorts the First Minister from the green room to Ochil 1 to 
meet the other panel members.  
 
Nick Barley, CEO EIBF, introduces the First Minister to the other panel 
members - Kerry Hudson, Ellah Wakatama Allfrey, Jeremy Poynting, and Claire 
Squires.  Robert Wilson, Chair of Creative Scotland will also be in the room, but 
is not taking part in the panel.  
 
The First Minister and panel members are escorted to platform and seats the 
stage. The First Minister takes her seat (closest to the lectern). There will be a 
lapel mic on the chair for the Q&A.  
 
10:00 
Robert Wilson will say a few words of welcome before introducing the First 
Minister. 
 
10:02 
First Minister makes her speech (10 min) from the lectern (fixed mic). On 
conclusion the First Minister returns to her seat on the stage. First Minister 
then introduces the panel members.  
 
First Minister invites delegates to give their opinions on inequalities in publishing 
and the need for change (30 min – there will be a clock on the table to keep time) 
 
10:30  
First Minister brings the discussion to a close and invites Claire to deliver her 
speech from the lectern (10 min). Claire returns to her seat. First Minister opens 
the room up to questions for the panel. (20 min)  
 
11:00 
The First Minister brings the Q&A to a close, and thanks the panel.   
 
Rajan Datar from the BBC World Service will  move to the lectern to announce 
the end of the event, and thank the First Minister.  
 
11:15 
First Minister departs.  

EVENT ENDS 

 

 

 



  
 

 
Countries represented in the REMT 2019 
 
France, Germany, Nigeria, Trinidad and Tobago , New Zealand and China will have 
performers at this years’ tattoo. 
 
From China, more than 60 youth performers from the Beijing Marching Wind Band will take 
part, ddrawn from schools and universities. 
 
The performance celebrates the folktale of the “Dragons Playing With A Ball” – a ball this is 
both the dragon’s vital organ and the source of it’s power. Starting from it’s military roots, the 
performance today is used to celebrate happy and joyful occasions. 
 
The Theme 

This year’s theme, Kaleidoscope, is designed to showcase the brilliant uniforms, costumes 
and formations of the performers taking part.    

Inspired by the kaleidoscope’s ability to create magical patterns to the eye, organisers have 
assigned a colour to each sequence, allowing the audiences to see the whole show through 
a colourful Tattoo lens.  

The symmetries of the military bands matched with the precision of the dancers and 
marching drill teams creates an effect which is spectacular and constantly changing, just like 
the view through a kaleidoscope.  

In a first for the show, overhead projections will light the floor of the Esplanade under the feet 
of the 1,200 performers. 

  



  
 

BRIEFING FOR THE FIRST MINISTER 

 

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL - DISCUSSION WITH ARUNDHATI ROY 

 

19 AUGUST 2019 

 

Key message  The power of literature to transform lives. 

 Scottish Government is proud to support the Edinburgh 

International Book Festival (EIBF) which is the world’s largest 

literature festival, featuring the greatest writers and thinkers.   

 £120,000 of Scottish Government EXPO funding was provided to 

the EIBF in 2019 for its Throwing Voices project. 

What  Chair a discussion with Arundhati Roy on her life in writing.  FMO 

have set up a meeting with this author through her agent, Lisette 

Verhagen ([Redacted]).  

 Audience size is approximately 600 people. 

Why Opportunity to lead an engaged and informal 40 minute 

conversation with Arundhati Roy about the themes in her work 

before taking questions from the audience, to show support for the 

festival.  This is the author’s first appearance at this event. 

Who  Arundhati Roy  

 Nick Barley, Director, EIBF 

Where The New York Times Main Theatre, Charlotte Square, Edinburgh 

When Monday 19 August 2019, 18.00-19:45 (Event 18:45 – 19:45) 

Likely themes Observations on justice, rights and freedoms from Arundhati Roy’s 

life as a writer and as a citizen in the context of her latest essay 

collection, My Seditious Heart, which charts her experiences. 

Media  FM communications to provide separate advice.  

Supporting 

official 

[Redacted]; [Please call [Redacted] five minutes prior to FM’s arrival.] 

Five tickets are held in the Author’s Yurt for the FM, adviser, P/S, 

speechwriter & security.  

Attached 

documents 

Annex A: Agenda and Summary 

Annex B: Key Biographies 

Annex C: Arundhati Roy’s Biography and Writing  

Annex D: India Summary Page 

Annex E: Brexit and Visas 

  

mailto:Lisette@davidgodwinassociates.co.uk
mailto:Lisette@davidgodwinassociates.co.uk
mailto:Lisette@davidgodwinassociates.co.uk


  
 

ANNEX A 

AGENDA AND SUMMARY 

 

Description of Event:  Never Look Away - What did Arundhati Roy do between the publication 

of her Booker-winning debut The God of Small Things in 1997 and her extraordinary follow-

up, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness (2007) two decades later? In a stunning new book of 

essays, we have the definitive answer. My Seditious Heart is much more than a series of 

illuminating observations on justice, rights and freedoms: it’s a memoir of the Indian author’s 

life – as a writer and as a citizen.  Roy discusses her novels, her essays and her astonishing 

experiences with Nicola Sturgeon.   

 

Proposed Itinerary and Event Format 

 

18.00 FM arrives at the north east gate to the Charlotte Square Gardens facing Bute House. 

Nick Barley, Director of the EIBF, will greet the First Minister and escort her to meet 

Arundhati Roy in the Authors’ Yurt. 

18.15 Press Manager, Frances Sutton will escort the First Minister and Arundhati Roy to the 

photocall outside the Yurt in front of EIBF backdrop (5 mins) and then back to the Yurt. 

18.30 Venue manager to meet First Minister in the Yurt to arrange microphones (which will 

not be turned on until they are on stage). First Minister is asked to wear something with 

a pocket for the battery. 

18.40 Nick Barley will accompany First Minister and Arundhati Roy on the 80 metre walk from 

the Yurt to The New York Times Main Theatre. First Minister’s officials to take their 

reserved seats. 

18.45 Event begins.  First Minister and Arundhati Roy wait offstage while Nick Barley gives a  

2 minute introduction onstage.  He will invite the audience to applaud the First Minister 

and Arundhati Roy. 

18.47 First Minister and Arundhati Roy will take their seats onstage.  First Minister will 

welcome the audience to the Book Festival and invite another round of applause for 

Arundhati Roy.  First Minister will lead the conversation. 

19.25 First Minister will open the event to questions from across the audience (Please ask 

those asking questions to wait for a roving microphone before asking a question.) 

19.44 First Minister ends the event by thanking Arundhati Roy and the audience. She will ask 

the audience to save any further questions for Arundhati Roy for the Signing Tent.  

19.45 Nick will come onstage, thank First Minister and Arundhati Roy, announce that 

Arundhati Roy will be signing books in the Signing Tent and ask the audience to remain 

seated while Arundhati Roy and First Minister leave the theatre.  

19.45 Event ends.   

19.46 FM leaves. [Redacted] Arundhati Roy proceeds to her book signing in the Signing Tent. 

After signing, Nick Barley to accompany Arundhati to Bute House for the drinks 

reception. 

mailto:Lisette@davidgodwinassociates.co.uk


  
 

Background 

 First Minister agreed to have a discussion with Arundhati Roy as part of strategic 

engagement with the Edinburgh International Book Festival for August, in June. 

 Opportunity to explore Roy’s life of activism and writing, her view on whether fiction is 

the best vehicle for activism and her experience as a bestselling international fiction 

writer and her new collection of essays written over the last 20 years which serve as her 

memoir. 

 

Expectations/ desired outcomes 

 This event celebrates one of the world’s most impressive contemporary writers at the 

world’s leading literary festival and Scottish Government support for Edinburgh’s 

festivals as key cultural brands. 

 First Minister, Arundhati Roy and members of the audience should leave feeling 

inspired. 

 

Future engagement 

 First Minister will host a private drinks reception at Bute House at 20.30 for invited 

guests, including Arundhati Roy and Nick Barley, who will join after Arundhati’s book 

signing. 
 

[Redacted]  

mailto:Lisette@davidgodwinassociates.co.uk


  
 

ANNEX B 

KEY BIOGRAPHIES AND GUEST LIST 

 

EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL 

 

Nick Barley – Director 

Nick became Director of the Edinburgh International Book Festival in 2009. In 

this role he has launched Unbound, a free mini-festival of literary performances, 

the Anobii First Book Award, the 2012 Edinburgh World Writers’ Conference and 

a network of eight of the world’s leading literature festivals.  He is a visiting 

Professor at Edinburgh Napier University. 

 

Sophie Moxon – Executive Director 

Sophie joined the Book Festival in October 2015.  Sophie oversees operations 

and delivery, including responsibility for the development of the Book Festival’s 

site and venues.   

 

 

ANNEX C 

 

ARUNDHATI ROY’S BIOGRAPHY AND WRITING 

 

Biography 

Arundhati Roy (born November 24, 1961, Shillong, Meghalaya, 

India), Indian author, actress, and political activist who was best 

known for the award-winning novel The God of Small Things 

(1997) and for her involvement in environmental and human 

rights causes. 

1 Early life and career 

Roy’s father was a Bengali tea planter, and her mother was a Christian of Syrian descent who 

challenged India’s inheritance laws by successfully suing for the right of Christian women to 

receive an equal share of their fathers’ estates. Though trained as an architect, Roy dreamed 

instead of a writing career. After a series of odd jobs, including artist and aerobics instructor, 

she wrote and costarred in the film In Which Annie Gives It to Those Ones (1989) and later 

penned scripts for the film Electric Moon (1992) and several television dramas. 

The films earned Roy a devoted following, but her literary career was interrupted by 

controversy. In 1995 she wrote two newspaper articles claiming that Shekhar Kapur’s film 

Bandit Queen exploited Phoolan Devi, one of India’s most wanted criminals in the early 1980s 

https://www.britannica.com/art/novel
https://www.britannica.com/topic/human-rights
https://www.britannica.com/topic/human-rights
https://www.britannica.com/place/India
https://www.britannica.com/art/motion-picture
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Shekhar-Kapur
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Phoolan-Devi


  
 

and a heroine of the oppressed. The columns caused an uproar, including a court case, and 

Roy retreated from the public and returned to the novel she had begun to write. 

2 Novels and nonfiction works 

In 1997 Roy published her debut novel, The God of Small Things, to wide acclaim. The 

semiautobiographical work departed from the conventional plots and light prose that had 

been typical among best-sellers. Composed in a lyrical language about South Asian themes 

and characters in a narrative that wandered through time, Roy’s novel became the biggest-

selling book by a nonexpatriate Indian author and won the 1998 Man Booker Prize for 

Fiction.   This book caused controversy in India for the description of a love affair between a 

Syrian Christian and a Hindu 'untouchable'. Set in Ayemenem in Kerala, a rural province in 

southern India, it is the story of two twins, Estha and Rahel, their reunion after 23 years apart 

and their shared memories of the events surrounding the accidental death of their English 

cousin, Sophie Mol, in 1969. 

Roy’s subsequent literary output largely consisted of politically oriented nonfiction, much of 

it aimed at addressing the problems faced by her homeland in the age of global capitalism. 

Among her publications were The Cost of Living (1999), a highly critical attack on the Indian 

government for its handling of the controversial Narmada Valley dam project and for its nuclear 

testing programme; Power Politics (2001), a book of essays; and The Algebra of Infinite Justice (2002), 

a collection of journalism. The Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire was published in 2004. A further 

collection of essays examined the dark side of democracy in contemporary India, Listening to 

Grasshoppers: Field Notes on Democracy (2009). Then came Broken Republic: Three Essays (2011) 

and Capitalism: A Ghost Story (2014).   

In 2017 Roy published The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, her first novel in 20 years. The work 

blends personal stories with topical issues as it uses a large cast of characters, including a 

transgender woman and a resistance fighter in Kashmir, to explore contemporary India. 

In 2019 Roy published My Seditious Heart which collects the work of a two-decade period 

when Arundhati Roy devoted herself to the political essay as a way of opening up space for 

justice, rights and freedoms in an increasingly hostile environment. Taken together, these 

essays trace her twenty year journey from the Booker Prize-winning The God of Small Things 

to the extraordinary The Ministry of Utmost Happiness: a journey marked by compassion, 

clarity and courage. Radical and readable, they speak always in defence of the collective, of 

the individual and of the land, in the face of the destructive logic of financial, social, religious, 

military and governmental elites.  In constant conversation with the themes and settings of 

her novels, the essays form a near-unbroken memoir of Arundhati Roy's journey as both a 

writer and a citizen, of both India and the world, from 'The End of Imagination', which begins 

this book, to 'My Seditious Heart', with which it ends. 

3 Activism and legal problems 

Roy is also a political activist involved in human rights and environmental causes. She has 

written on diverse topics such as the Narmada Dam project, India’s nuclear weapons and 

https://www.britannica.com/art/Booker-Prize
https://www.britannica.com/art/Booker-Prize


  
 

American power giant Enron’s activities in India. She also served as a critic of neo-imperialism 

and has been linked with anti-globalization movement.  

Roy was active in various environmental and human rights causes, often putting herself at 

odds with Indian legal authorities and the country’s middle-class establishment. She drew 

criticism for her vocal support of Maoist-supported Naxalite insurgency groups, views she 

summarized in the volume Walking with the Comrades (2011). While Roy was leading efforts 

to prevent the construction of dams in Narmada, supporters of the project accused her of 

attacking them at a protest in 2001. Though the charges were dropped, she was convicted of 

contempt of court the next year after her petition for dismissal of the charges offended 

Supreme Court judges with its vituperative tone. She was fined and sentenced to a day of 

imprisonment. The incident was chronicled in the documentary DAM/AGE (2002). 

Roy’s legal problems continued, however, and in 2010 she narrowly avoided sedition charges 

after making remarks in support of Kashmiri independence. In December 2015 she was 

issued with a contempt of court notice for an article in which she defended a professor who 

had been arrested for alleged Maoist links. Two years later the Supreme Court issued a stay, 

which temporarily stopped the proceedings. During this time Roy continued to be involved 

in various causes. In 2019 she was among a number of people who cosigned an open letter 

that called for Afghan women to be involved in peace talks between the United States and 

the Taliban. 

4 Awards 

Roy won the Lannan Foundation’s Cultural Freedom Award in 2002 for her work regarding 

the civil societies that are adversely affected by the world’s most tyrannical governments and 

monopolies. In addition, she was awarded a special recognition as a Woman of Peace at the 

Global Human Rights Awards in San Francisco in 2003, as well as the Sydney Peace Prize in 

2004 for her social campaigns and for promoting tolerance and non-violence. She also 

received the Sahitya Akademi Award, a national award from India’s Academy of Letters for 

her collection of essays on contemporary issues, The Algebra of Infinite Justice. However, she 

declined it in protest against the Indian Government for pursuing violent and ruthless 

policies and being brutal to industrial workers and an increasing militarization and economic 

neo-liberalization. In November 2011, she was awarded the Norman Mailer Prize for 

Distinguished Writing.  

 

5 Arundhati Roy: Trump in UK ‘like a monarch visiting one of his colonies’, 4 June 

2019, Channel 4 interview by Cathy Newman (video clip) during visit to London by 

Donald Trump – Summary of Roy’s comments 

Trump presents himself as a commoner opposite the Queen who is forced to entertain him.  

Behind the front, tweets and personality it is instructive to see what he represents.  What is 

he telling people?  He has offered advice on the next Tory leader and the future of the NHS.  

Behind the front is a canny political game. People understand that.  The size of protests in 

London against his visit does not translate into the strength of feeling over him or Brexit.  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/criticism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Maoism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Naxalite
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contempt
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/vituperative
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sedition
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/alleged
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Taliban
https://senscot.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7e658eefb014c12cadfb79758&id=9047912bc2&e=57a977dc38


  
 

He is like a monarch visiting his colonies, like the Queen did once to India. 

How should people respond to the rise in populism?  The more fun we make of Donald 

Trump the more we reinforce his power and lose sight of what he represents.  Election of 

Narendra Modi in India/Trump in the US.  Somehow these people thrive on the very policies 

which create inequality, resentment and anger by harnessing that inequality and turn that 

into nationalist politics.  It’s like some ‘sort of magical trick’.   The other side is not prepared 

to play so dirty.  The question for all of us is how we correct a machine going wrong?  These 

are masters of spectacle and beyond a certain point the spectacle will not hold.  There’s 

already been flames in London and Paris.  There will be trouble elsewhere.  Cannot seal off all 

exits.    

6 A Roy quote: 

 

“Our strategy should be not only to confront empire, but to lay siege to it. To deprive it of 

oxygen. To shame it. To mock it.  With our art, our music, our literature, our stubbornness, 

our joy, our brilliance, our sheer relentlessness – and our ability to tell our own stories. 

Stories that are different from the ones we’re being brainwashed to believe... Remember this: 

We be many and they be few. They need us more than we need them. Another world is not 

only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.”  

[Redacted]  

  



  
 

From: [Redacted]  
Sent: 19 August 2019 17:37 
To: First Minister  
Cc: [Redacted] 
Subject: RE: Briefing for First Minister attending [Redacted] Northern Lights - 25 August 
 
[Redacted]FMPO 
 
Please find attached [Redacted]  briefing for the First Minister [Redacted] Northern Lights on 
Sunday 25 August. 
 
Updates have been made to the official support officer, the timetable, summary of Northern 
Lights (annex F), biographies for Northern Lights (annex J) [Redacted] 
 
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] Scottish Government 
Culture and Historic Environment Division | Area 2-G South | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | 
EH6 6QQ   
E: [Redacted] 
T: [Redacted] 
 

 
 
[Redacted] 
 
  



  
 

ANNEX G 

 

BACKGROUND ON NORTHERN LIGHTS  

 

Northern Lights is a new collaboration between Edinburgh International Book Festival and 

Bradford Literature Festival. It is designed to unite publishers from Scotland and the North of 

England. It is the first major industry-focused gathering which brings together publishers 

from both sides of the border. It will offer publishing professionals the opportunity to discuss 

key issues in a series of panel discussions and workshops where they can share their 

expertise in developing inclusivity and diversifying readership.  

 

The event  builds on work undertaken by the Book Festival in 2018 when three Publishing 

Salon events for industry guests were held. Attendees from Scotland, the UK and further 

afield took part in debates and enjoyed insight from some of the world’s top  publishers and 

literary agents.  

 

It delivers two days of events at Bradford Literature Festival on 28-29 June, as part of the 

Festival’s Creative Sector Industry Day. The events at the Edinburgh International Book 

Festival take place on 24 and 25 August.  Sunday 25 August marks the second and final day 

of Northern Lights weekend in Edinburgh.  

 

The events are open to industry professionals at any stage of their careers  and are designed 

to attract booksellers, literary agents, publishers and authors.  

 

The objectives of the project are to achieve: connection of Northern and Scottish publishers 

outside of London to help foster new working relationships; practice sharing for those in the 

publishing sector at all levels; the opportunity for the publishing sector to establish long term 

initiatives that will enhance the publisher – author relationships and build professional skills.  

 

The project aims to enhance the financial sustainability of Northern publishers by developing 

professional skills and increasing national and international exposure.  

 

The Northern Lights event is supported by Creative Scotland and Arts Council England. A 

small fund has been established to enable delegates and participants to travel to and attend 

both events. The Bookseller is a programme partner. Additional support is provided by the 

two venue partners, Kala Sangam in Bradford, and the Edinburgh International Conference 

Centre.  

 

The full Edinburgh Northern Lights programme was announced on 26 July 2019. Northern 

Lights featured in The Bookseller on this date as well as on the partners’ websites. These 

include Publishing Scotland, Society of Young Publishers.  

 

Media handling will be undertaken by the Society of Young Publishers which will work at the 

event on the day and tweet from the event. The Book Festival’s own twitter account will 

support this activity.   



  
 

The Edinburgh International Book Festival have hired a photographer to take pictures of the 

event.  

 

The Bradford Literary Festival is an annual celebration of the written and spoken word, 

established in 2014. In five years the festival has grown from a single weekend of events, and 

1000 attendees, to 10 days, 500 events and over 70,000 attendees in 2018. “The Art of 

Writing and Politics of Publishing” is one of the festival’s key event strands. It follows the 

festival-wide ethos of developing regional talent, championing independent publishers, and 

affording emerging writers, particularly from marginalised communities, parity of platform 

with established artists. In 2018 the Festival held the inaugural BLF Creative Sector Industry 

Day, to disseminate best practice amongst arts and culture sector practitioners operating at 

all levels.  

 

The Independent Publishers Guild is an association set up to support the needs of 

independent firms in the publishing industry in the United Kingdom, with a current 

membership of more than 600 companies. It has a mission to “promote the highest 

standards of publishing professionalism”. The IPG is a forum that supports the exchange of 

information and the strengthening of partnerships between its membership of independent 

publishers and other relevant professional bodies.  

 

 

  



  
 

Part 2 

ANNEX F 

 

SUMMARY – Northern Lights 

 

The invitation to invite the First Minister to the Northern Lights event came through the 

Edinburgh International Book festival organisers, Nick Barley and Kate Seiler. It follows on 

from the success of the Publishing Salons held at Bute House during the EIBF last August in 

which attendees from Scotland, the UK and further afield took part in debates and gained 

insight from some of the world’s top publishers and literary agents.  In the Northern Lights 

the EIBF is working with Bradford Literature Festival to unite Northern and Scottish publishers 

in a major industry-focused gathering outside of London. It is hoped that by working in 

collaboration with Bradford Literature Festival, Edinburgh can boost creativity and inspire 

collaboration amongst Northern and Scottish publishers.  

 

The First Minister has been asked to facilitate a conversation with three panel guests on the 

subject of finding and publishing new diverse voices across race, gender, class and disability. 

The guests include the Aberdeen-born author Kerry Hudson, author of Lowborn: Growing 

Up, Getting Away and Returning to Britain’s Poorest Towns, Zimbabwean-born literary critic 

and editor  at large of Canongate, Ellah Allfrey, as well as Northern-based publisher of 

Carribean and Black British writing, Jeremy Poynting of Peepal Tree Press. They will speak 

about the  value of promoting diversity , the challenges and opportunities as well as ways to 

open access to untapped readers from these backgrounds. This conversation will be followed 

by a Q&A session so that the audience can input.  

 

Creative Scotland has commissioned Prof Claire Squires, Department of publishing, University 

of Stirling, to provide a provocation paper which will spark discussion at the event. Starting 

from the point of the historical and contemporary importance of literature and publishing to 

Scotland, its current challenges – including of the market conditions, the macro environment 

and of social justice – it asks what might happen if Scotland were to develop a model of 

‘bibliodiversity’. The briefing will consider how ‘fairness’ could be spread across the 

publishing value chain, ensuring cultural resilience, participation and excellence. 

 

Aims: 

 

Publishing has history of discussing the importance of diverse voices: 

 

Margaret Busby and Lennie Goodings, 1988: ‘What are publishers doing to make their 

companies a more accurate reflection of their lists, readers and society?’  

Margaret Busby, 2015: ‘try playing “Spot the brown face” in the 2015 Bookseller list of the 100 

most influential people in UK publishing. 

Why does the mainstream publishing industry seem content to remain so undiverse?’ 

 

Publishing also has a history of initiatives to diversify: 

 1980s Greater Access to Publishing (GAP) 

 2005 Diversity in Publishing Network 



  
 

 2012 Equip Equalities charter 

 2017 Publishers’ Association’s 10-point Inclusivity Action Plan. 

 

Systems change is key; structural inequality is built into the publishing model. Market 

challenges in the present context may provide a rationale for risk aversion and reducing 

investment in authors, and smaller publishers may perceive that they are outliers in the 

market and face greater challenge as a result. How can we address this? 

 

Northern Lights could be a first step in agreeing an informed and intelligent vision for 

change with actions by the Scottish/NE sector supported by the public sector, using state 

support for readers and writers to begin to effect change for our citizens.  

 

Areas for discussion: 

 

 What is your experience as a writer and publisher: what were the barriers to inclusion; 

and the opportunities for publishing? 

 How can we rethink diversity in order to move beyond initiatives and conversations to 

effect structural and systemic change? 

 What might the particular role be of small and independent publishers, publishing in 

Scotland and North of England, and cultural policy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  
 

ANNEX J 

 

BIOGRAPHIES  

 

The event is free and open for all in the publishing industry at any level. Northern Lights will 

attract Booksellers, literary agents, publicists, publishers, libraries and authors. Delegates will 

be required to register for the event via Eventbrite and are obliged to provide their full name, 

job title, and organisation to register.  

 
 

Ellah Wakatama Allfrey, OBE  is 

Editor-at-Large at Canongate Books, a 

senior Research Fellow at Manchester 

University and Chair of the Caine Prize 

for African Writing. She was the 

founding Publishing Director of The 

Indigo Press. A London-based editor 

and critic, she was on the judging 

panel of the 2017 Dublin International 

Literary Award and the 2015 Man 

Booker Prize. In 2016, she was Visiting 

Professor & Global Intercultural 

Scholar at Goshen College, Indiana 

and was Guest Master for the 2016 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez Foundation 

international journalism fellowship in 

Cartagena, Colombia. The former 

deputy editor of Granta magazine, she 

was senior editor at Jonathan Cape, 

Random House and assistant editor at 

Penguin. She is series editor of the 

Kwani? Manuscript Project and the 

editor of Africa39 (Bloomsbury, 2014) 

and the anthology, Safe House: 

Explorations in Creative Nonfiction 

(Dundurn/Cassava Republic). She is a 

trustee of The Royal Literary Fund, and 

sits on the Advisory board for Art for 

Amnesty and the Editorial Advisory 

Panel of the Johannesburg Review of 

Books and the Lagos Review of Books. 

In 2011 she was awarded an OBE for 

services to the publishing industry and 

was made and Honorary Fellow of the 

Royal Society for Literature in 2019. 



  
 

 

Jeremy Poynting founded Peepal 

Tree Press in 1985. Since then, thanks 

to Arts Council England support, it has 

grown into the largest, worldwide 

publisher of Caribbean and Black 

British writing, with a backlist of 

around  443 titles. In 2018, he was 

elected as a Fellow of the Royal 

Society of Literature. In 2015, Jeremy 

was awarded an honorary D. Litt. by 

the University of the West Indies 

(Mona) for services to Caribbean 

letters, and in 2016 he was presented 

with the Henry Swanzy Award by the 

Bocas Lit Fest in Trinidad. He has 

published numerous articles on 

Caribbean writing and a book on 

Kwame Dawes; he remains Peepal 

Tree’s managing editor. 

 
 

Kerry Hudson was born in Aberdeen. 

Her first novel, Tony Hogan Bought 

Me an Ice-Cream Float Before He Stole 

My Ma, was published in 2012 by 

Chatto & Windus (Penguin Random 

House) and was the winner of the 

Scottish First Book Award while also 

being shortlisted for number of 

prestigious literary awards. Kerry’s 

second novel, THIRST published in 

2014 by Chatto & Windus won 

France’s most prestigious award for 

foreign fiction the Prix Femina 

Étranger. She is currently working on a 

non-fiction book, LOWBORN, and a 

series of columns for the Pool, which 

will take her back to the towns of her 

childhood as she investigates her own 

past and what it means to be poor in 

Britain today. Kerry founded The 

WoMentoring Project and has written 

for Grazia, Guardian Review, Observer 

New Review and the Metro 

newspaper. She has represented the 

British Council in South Korea, 

mentored with IdeasTap Inspires and 



  
 

TLC, teaches for the Arvon Foundation 

and was commissioned by the Writers’ 

Centre Norwich to give a provocation 

on diversity as part of their ‘National 

Conversation’ series. 

 

 

 

Nick Barley (Director of the Edinburgh 

International Book Festival) 

Nick Barley has been director of the 

Edinburgh International Book Festival 

since October 2009. Innovations 

during his directorship include 

Unbound, a free-standing mini-festival 

of literary performances; the 2022 

Edinburgh World Writers’ Conference 

which took place in 17 cities 

worldwide, and a Fringe First-winning 

promenade theatre production, Letters 

Home, co-produced with Grid Iron 

Theatre Company in 2014. Nick Barley 

was chair of the judging panel for the 

2017 man Booker International Prize 

and is President of the World Alliance 

– an international network of the 

world’s leading literary festivals. He 

was elected as a Fellow of the Royal 

Society of Literature in 2018.  
 

Robert Wilson (Chair of Creative 

Scotland)  

Robert Wilson brings a wide range of 

leadership experience in the 

commercial, philanthropic and 

charitable sectors, with particular 

experience of the arts, including 

festivals and the visual arts. Mr Wilson 

is co-founder of Jupiter Artland 

Foundation, the award-winning 

Sculpture Park near Edinburgh.  

He has served as Chair of Edinburgh 

Art Festival, Trustee of Little Sparta 

Trust, Trustee of the Royal Botanical 

Gardens Edinburgh, Trustee of the 

Dovecot Studios and Chair of the Arts 

Working Group at Inverleith House. He 

chairs The Barchapel Foundation and 

Prostate Scotland. He is Chairman and 



  
 

co-owner of Nelsons, the UK’s largest 

natural medicines producer.  

Mr Wilson’s appointment as Chair will 

be for four years and runs from 10 

February 2018 to 9 February 2022. This 

appointment is regulated by the 

Commissioner for Ethical Standards in 

Public Life in Scotland.  

 Sophie Moxton (Executive Director 

of the Edinburgh International Book 

Festival) 

Sophie joined the Book Festival in 

October 2015. Prior to that she spent 

11 years at Scottish Book Trust, latterly 

in the role of Deputy Director, working 

across all areas of strategic and 

organizational development. She has 

also worked for Arts Council England 

and in development, marketing and 

PR.  

Sophie leads on strategic planning and 

the development of our organizational 

culture. She overseas operations and 

delivery, including responsibility for 

the development of our site and 

venues. 
 

Kate Seiler (External Affairs Officer 

of the Edinburgh International book 

Festival)  

Kate Seiler is External Affairs Officer at 

the Edinburgh International Book 

Festival where she has worked since 

2012. Kate graduated from the 

University of Hull with a joint honours 

degree in French and German. Before 

joining the Book Festival, she worked 

in PR agencies in London, Edinburgh, 

and New York. She has also worked in 

magazines including Time Out 

magazine.  

 Professor Claire Squires Claire 

Squires is Professor of Publishing 

Studies at the University of Stirling. 

Her publications including Marketing 

Literature: The Making of 

Contemporary Writing in Britain (2007), 



  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cambridge History of the Book in 

Britain Volume 7: The Twentieth 

Century and Beyond (2019; as co-

editor), and The Frankfurt Kabuff 

(2019; as co-author under the 

pseudonym Blaire Squiscoll). She has 

worked as a judge for the Saltire 

Society Literary Awards and Publisher 

of the Year Award, and is the recipient 

of a Scottish Book Trust New Writers 

Award (2015). Her research interests 

focus on contemporary book cultures, 

including publishing, literary prizes, 

book fairs and festivals, as well as 

questions of inclusion and equity in 

the literary economy. 

 

  



  
 

From: [Redacted]  
Sent: 19 August 2019 17:24 
To: First Minister; [Redacted] 
Cc: Spads Admin; Communications First Minister; [Redacted] 
Subject: RE: Ops Note - Matt Forde Podcast - 20 August 2019  
 
Hi [Redacted] 
 
As discussed, a bid note relating to tomorrow’s interview with Matt Forde. 
 
Happy to discuss – thanks 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted]  
Scottish Government  
Communications First Minister, International and Brexit 
St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
[Redacted]  
 
From: [Redacted] 
Sent: 19 August 2019 15:10 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
Cc: Visits and Events <VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]  
Subject: Ops Note - Matt Forde Podcast - 20 August 2019  
 
Hi [Redacted] 
 
Please find attached the ops note for the pod cast tomorrow.  
 
Thanks  
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted]  
Visits and Events 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [Redacted] 

  
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) 
Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
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BID NOTE FOR FIRST MINISTER  
 
Matt Forde podcast 
 
13.30 – 1430, 20 August 2019, Gilded Balloon Teviot, Bristo Square, Edinburgh.  
 
 

Who Recorded interview with Matt Forde for his Political Party Podcast    

What The Political Party is a monthly podcast presented by Matt Forde – a 
political comedian and former Labour Party activist - and recorded in 
front of a live audience with more than 50,000 subscribers.  
 
Running since 2013 recent guests include Deborah Mattinson 
(founding partner of BritainThinks and former Labour Party pollster), 
shadow Secretary of State for Brexit Keir Starmer and former Labour 
MP Tom Harris. Over the last few years guests have included Tony 
Blair, Nigel Farage, Ruth Davidson, Michael Portillo, Tessa Jowell, 
Anna Soubry, Liz Kendall, Ken Clarke, John Swinney, Alistair 
Campbell and George Osborne.  
 
In a recent interview with the Spectator Matt said the reason he was 
particularly excited about this year’s Edinburgh Fringe Festival was 
the opportunity to interview FM.  Matt said: 
 
“I honestly can’t wait to interview her.  She’s probably one of the 
most important politicians of the past five years – yet no-one’s really 
sussed her out. She’s such an enigma.” 
 
The interview will be recorded and made available for download very 
shortly after recording.  
 
The themes that Matt intends to follow are outlined in the V&E opps 
note. 
 
It is likely that media will be in the audience but we do not propose 
that FM undertake any interviews following the show.  
 

Comms 
support 

[Redacted] 
 

 

 

 


