Annex K — Extracts from note to the Cabinet Secretary for Transport,
Infrastructure and Connectivity from Transport Scotland following request for
meeting from Peter Chapman MSP - 31 May 2019



Peter Chapman MSP has requested a meeting to discuss the A96 Dualling
Inverness to Aberdeen and in particular representations he has received from
constituents in relation to the route options for the East of Huntly to Aberdeen
section.

Mr Chapman made reference to his request for a meeting at the Rural Economy
Committee (REC) meerting on 15 May 2019 with the Cabinet Secretary to discuss
matters relating to route options for the A96 East of Huntly to Aberdeen scheme,
specifically on the Inverurie Bypass section of the A96.

Meeting Mr Chapman would provide an opportunity for the Cabinet Secretary to
reinforce the Scottish Government’s commitmentto dual the A96 and outline the
rigorous assessment process that Transport Scotland follows to establish the
preferred line for a trunk road improvement, which is based on standards set by the
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB).

The meeting would also provide an opportunity to reassure Mr Chapman that
Transport Scotland has not changed its approach to dualling the A96 as offline
options for dualling have been under consideration for a number of years. In
addition, the reasons for dropping the online dualling option through Inverurie was
explained in response to a letter from Mr Chapman dated 21 January 2019 (MACCS
2019/0003153). The Cabinet Secretary also briefly explained to Mr Chapman the
reasons behind the decision to deselect an on-line option at Inverurie at the REC
Committee meeting on 15 May 20109.

Re-use of the existing route between East of Huntly and Aberdeen has been
investigated thoroughly as part of the early assessment work undertaken. The
outcome of this work concluded that the existing single carriageway trunk road
alignment, in combination with roadside properties and the density of junctions and
accesses, constrains an online upgrade of the existing route through a number of
sections, including the section at Inverurie. On this basis, the assessment
determined that it would be more suitable to develop the new dual carriageway
offline from the existing trunk road at Inverurie, with the existing A96 retained for use
as part of the local road network.

The route options being taken forward will be subject to further design development
as part of the route options assessment process, and will take into account
engineering aspects, environmental impacts, traffic operation and economic
performance.

Meaningful engagement with communities forms a key part of our work as we
develop our plans. The work we are progressing includes a rolling programme of
regular engagement, which commenced in 2013, with local communities and other
stakeholders to ensure that communities, businesses and individuals affected by the
work are kept fully informed and their vital feedback taken into account.

Public consultations held 28 — 31 May 2019 provided an opportunity to update local
communities on the route option design and assessment work. This included
providing the reasons for deselecting the online option at Inverurie. Feedback
received will be taken into account during the assessment process.



