Annex H - Extracts from Minute to the Cabinet Secretary for Transport,
Infrastructure and Connectivity from Transport Scotland regarding the Further

Development and Assessment of Route Options and Public Exhibitions —02
May 2019



A96 DUALLING EAST OF HUNTLY TO ABERDEEN
FURTHER DEVELOPMENT AND ASSESSMENT OF ROUTE OPTIONS AND
PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS

Purpose

To seek agreement from the Cabinet Secretary to present the further development and
assessment of route options for the A96 Dualling East of Huntly to Aberdeen scheme
to the public at a series of public exhibitions from 28 May to 31 May 2019 to obtain
vital feedback.

Background

Feedback on the A96 Dualling informs the design and assessment process. Within
the feedback received following the October 2018 exhibitions there is support for an
online dualling option of the existing A96 through Inverurie. The re-use/widening of
the existing A96 has been investigated thoroughly as part of the early Stage 2
assessment work which determined that it is more appropriate to develop the new
dual carriageway offline from the existing road, either to the side or completely
remote, with the existing A96 retained for use as part of the local road network. In
acknowledgement of the feedback received, and following the meeting between the
Cabinet Secretary and Lewis Macdonald MSP on 12 March 2019, the proposed
public exhibitions will provide further detail on why the online dualling option of the
existing A96 through Inverurie is not appropriate.

Communications handling

The re-use/widening of the existing A96 was deselected at an earlier stage of the
design process however the feedback received following the October 2018 exhibitions
shows continued support for an online dualling option of the existing A96 through
Inverurie. The proposed public exhibitions will provide further detail on why the online
dualling option of the existing A96 through Inverurie is not appropriate and may
engender more negative local reaction to this decision. We have already developed
and deployed suitable media lines to cover this issue.

Conclusion

The Cabinet Secretary is invited to:

e Note the outcome of the further development and assessment of route
options to be taken forward as part of the DMRB Stage 2 assessment.

e Note that we intend to hold public exhibitions from 28 May to 31 May
2019 to present the further development and what route options are to
be taken forward as part of the DMRB Stage 2 assessment.

¢ Note the proposed communications handling.



