Annex C - Extracts from note to the Cabinet Secretary for Transport,
Infrastructure and Connectivity from Transport Scotland following request for
meeting from Lewis Macdonald MSP - 24 January 2019



Lewis Macdonald MSP has requested a meeting to discuss the A96 Dualling East of
Huntly to Aberdeen Scheme. In particular he is requesting that the online dualling
option through Inverurie is reinstated for further consideration. His letter makes
reference to many of his constituents also calling for this to happen. Furthermore, he
suggests that the public were not aware that potential offline dualling options for
dualling the A96 were under consideration.

Meeting Mr Macdonald would provide an opportunity for the Cabinet Secretary to
reinforce the Scottish Government’s commitmentto dual the A96 and outline the
rigorous assessment process that Transport Scotland follows to establish the
preferred line for a trunk road improvement, which is based on standards set by the
Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB).

The meeting would also provide an opportunity to reassurance Mr Macdonald that
Transport Scotland hasn’t changed its approach to dualling the A96 as offline options
for dualling have been under consideration for a number of years. In addition, the
reasons for dropping the online dualling option through Inverurie can be explained.

Meaningful engagement with communities forms a key part of our work as we
develop our plans. The work we are progressing includes a rolling programme of
regular engagement, which commenced in 2013, with local communities and other
stakeholders to ensure that communities, businesses and individuals affected by the
work are kept fully informed and their vital feedback taken into account.

Transport Scotland has completed preliminary engineering (DMRB Stage 1) and
strategic environmental assessmentand presented the outcome of this to the public
in May 2015. This was the first step in developing a robust plan to improve
connectivity between Inverness and Aberdeen.

Transport Scotland is now taking forward route options assessmentwork on the
section of the A96 between East of Huntly and Aberdeen.

Re-use of the existing route between East of Huntly and Aberdeen has been
investigated thoroughly as part of the early assessmentwork undertaken. The
outcomes of this work concluded that the existing single carriageway trunk road
alignment, in combination with roadside properties and the density of junctions and
accesses, constrains an online upgrade of the existing route through a number of
sections, including the section at Inverurie. On this basis, the assessment
determined that it would be more suitable to develop the new dual carriageway
offline from the existing trunk road at Inverurie, with the existing A96 retained for use
as part of the local road network.

The initial route options under consideration for the section of the A96 between east
of Huntly and Aberdeen were presented to the public at a series of exhibitions in
October 2018.



