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From: Nicolson S (Stuart) Special Adviser

Sent: Monday, June 17, 2019 6:25:55 PM

To: Nicola Sturgeon

Subject: RE: Draft release for issuing tomorrow

Apologies — one further addition as marked in red below.

From: Nicolson S (Stuart) Special Adviser
Sent: 17 June 2019 18:24

To: 'Nicola Sturgeon'

Subject: Draft release for issuing tomorrow

Hi,

Below is the proposed release SPADs plan to issue around lunchtime tomorrow ahead of your
Reform Scotland speech — have highlighted a small bit in red, which Ewan added to the draft speech
text this afternoon.



FIRST MINISTER — BREXIT THREAT TO HOLYROOD
“NEW PM COULD DO AS MUCH DAMAGE IN 18 WEEKS AS THATCHER & MAJOR IN 18 YEARS”

Speaking this evening at Reform Scotland’s ‘Devolution at 20’ event, marking two decades of the
Scottish Parliament, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon is expected to say:

“Throughout the last 20 years — and this is due to members from all parties — the parliament has
sought to improve the lives of the people of Scotland.

“I believe the record of achievement is a significant one. And it’s maybe telling that — in the most
recent Scottish Social Attitudes Survey — 61% of people trust the Scottish Parliament to act in

Scotland’s best interests. For the UK Parliament, the score is 21%.

“Social justice was central to the campaigns of the 1980s and 1990s which helped to create a
Scottish Parliament.

“That was linked to concern about a democratic deficit.

“Immense damage to Scottish communities was caused by an out of touch Conservative Party that
governed, unelected in Scotland, for 18 years.

“But now | fear a similarly out of touch Tory Party, led by an even more reckless leader, could cause
as much damage as Mrs Thatcher and John Major did.

“But while they took 18 years, he, whoever it is, could do as much — or more — damage in just 18
weeks.

“Because by the end of October, Scotland could be heading for a No Deal Brexit.”
The First Minister is expected to add:

“Instead of the chaos and dysfunction at Westminster, | believe people want a welcoming, tolerant,
internationalist, European, equal, caring Scotland.

“We can achieve that country if Scotland’s future is truly in Scotland’s hands.

“That’s why, for all the undoubted successes of devolution, this has to be a time for taking stock.
“Scotland must have the option of choosing a different course.

“The next six months could offer challenges greater than anything we have seen in the last 20 years.
In my view they will inevitably require greater powers for Scotland — indeed the full powers that
come with independence.

“But in discussing the shape of those extra powers, and how we gain them, we need to ensure that

our debates are thorough, thoughtful and constructive — that we carry as many people as possible
with us.



“If we achieve that, we can surpass — rather than simply fulfil — the hopes of 20 years ago. And we
can ensure that Scotland’s new song is of a greener, fairer and more prosperous country.”

ENDS

Stuart Nicolson — Head of Communications & Senior Political Spokesperson

First Minister of Scotland

St Andrew's House, 4N.06

Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

[phone number redacted]

[email address redacted]

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for the
attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any
part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the email,
remove any copies from your system and inform the sender immediately by return.
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order to secure
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained
within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government.

Tha am post-d seo (agus faidhle neo ceanglan combhla ris) dhan neach neo luchd-ainmichte a-mhain.
Chan eil e ceadaichte a chleachdadh ann an doigh sam bith, a’ toirt a-steach coraichean,
foillseachadh neo sgaoileadh, gun chead. Ma’s e is gun d’fhuair sibh seo gun fhiosd’, bu choir cur as
dhan phost-d agus lethbhreac sam bith air an t-siostam agaibh agus fios a leigeil chun neach a sgaoil
am post-d gun dail.

Dh’fhaodadh gum bi teachdaireachd sam bith bho Riaghaltas na h-Alba air a chlaradh neo air a
sgrudadh airson dearbhadh gu bheil an siostam ag obair gu h-éifeachdach neo airson adhbhar laghail
eile. Dh’fhaodadh nach eil beachdan anns a’ phost-d seo co-ionann ri beachdan Riaghaltas na h-
Alba.
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On 13 Jun 2019, at 15:01, McAllister C (Colin) wrote:
FM

| have spoken to the ET journalist. He understands the point being made but has still asked for a
brief line. | have drafted the following -

A spokesperson for Nicola Sturgeon said:

“The First Minister was seeking to acknowledge the facts of the Evening Times story, and the
freedom of information request on which it was based, that identified three schools across Govanhill
and Pollokshields. As constituency MSP she is sighted on the intensive work that is being done by the
council to tackle this ongoing problem.”

Let me know if you are content.

Regards

Colin McAllister
[phone numbers redacted]
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Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot.
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