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FOREWORD
The Scottish Appropriate Adult Network has now been running for 26 years, this is quite a feat when you consider that this is still
currently a non statutory service. The 32 Local Authorities, now a version of HSCPs across Scotland have worked jointly in relation
to this throughout, developing a Scotland wide Training Pack which the individual services adhere to, working collaboratively in
small sub groups were necessary on changes, improvements and suggestions to all manner of areas that will enhance the service
and better meet the needs of the service user. This work has grown over the years to involve colleagues from other disciplines,
mainly the police who now co-write and co-deliver the training pack in almost every area of Scotland.

SAAN continue to meet every quarter and after all these years is testament to the commitment shown by the Local authorities and
the staff responsible for the Appropriate Adult services across Scotland.

The work on creating a Statutory Appropriate Adult service continues, with some major decisions having already been taken,
namely that the duty to provide this service will fall to the Local Authorities. There is now a motion for a National Coordinator for
the first few years who will work across Scotland assisting the services in ensuring we can have as consistent a delivery as possible.
A training group has also been established by the Scottish Government to look specifically at this area of work and the outcomes
from this will be seen in due course.

It is anticipated that this will be laid before Parliament in the autumn of 2019 with the new statutory service being implemented
thereafter.

There are many changes to come for the services, all to the good we believe.

We look forward to the next chapter, but in the meanwhile we continue to deliver a high quality and much needed service across
Scotland.

Karen Donoghue 
Interim Chairperson



ANNUAL STATISTICS

Note:
Some services were unable to provide data for some categories



NUMBER OF REQUESTS 

FOR APPROPRIATE ADULTS

From Police Scotland

Aberdeen City 112
Aberdeenshire 58
Argyll & Bute 100
Ayrshire 499
Dumfries & Galloway 102
Edinburgh City 373
East Lothian 25
Fife 395
Forth Valley 215
Glasgow City 504
Highlands 170
Midlothian 20
Moray 81
North Lanarkshire 99
Orkney 16
Scottish Borders 34
Shetland 16
South Lanarkshire 93
Tayside 570
West Lothian 37
Western Isles 2

From COPFS/SCS

Ayrshire 271
Glasgow City 16
North Lanarkshire 2
Tayside 3

From Other Statutory Bodies

Ayrshire 2*

*British Transport Police



NUMBER OF REQUESTS 
FOR APPROPRIATE ADULTS NOT FULFILLED

Aberdeen City 5
Aberdeenshire 7
Argyll & Bute 0
Ayrshire 0
Dumfries & Galloway 0
Edinburgh City 0
East Lothian 5
Fife 0
Forth Valley 0
Glasgow City 69
Highlands 8
Midlothian 1
Moray 0
North Lanarkshire 0
Orkney 0
Scottish Borders 0
Shetland 0
South Lanarkshire 3
Tayside 1
West Lothian 0
Western Isles 0

Reasons for Appropriate Adult Requests not being met include:-

 No Appropriate Adults Available to attend

 All Appropriate Adults on rota already committed 

 Out with area the service covers



STATUS OF PERSON
REQUIRING APPROPRIATE ADULT

Status Age 16 Age 17 Age 18+

Not Officially 
Accused 21 59 945

Officially
Accused 18 44 976

Unknown / Not 
Recorded 20

Status Age 16+

Victim 1387

Witness 458



MENTAL DISORDER

Mental Health 1302

Learning Disability 1670

Dementia 37

Acquired Brain Injury 108

Combination 267

Unknown 99

Other 413

Other includes:-

 Autism

 Aspergers

 ADHD

 Tourettes

 Unable to read/write



GENDER

Male 2371

Female 1515

Transgender 9

Not recorded/Unknown 1

ETHNICITY

White 3297

Mixed 9

Asian/Asian British 33

Black/Black British 11

Other 62

Not recorded/Unknown 21



PROCEDURES 
ATTENDED BY 

APPROPRIATE ADULT

Multiple Procedures 872

PIROS only 85

Caution & Interview 384

Caution & Charge 157

Medical 54

DNA/Fingerprints/Photos 71

Statement 999

Viper Capture 50

Viper Parade 39

Facilitator in Court 400

Other / Not recorded 234

SOLICITOR 
INVOLVEMENT

Consultations Accepted 438

Consultations Declined 44

Solicitor attended 282



CRIME TYPE

Group 1 756

Group 2 1380

Group 3 162

Group 4 62

Group 5 323

Group 6 588

Group 7 26

Suspicious Incidents 19

Sudden Deaths 16

Complaints against Police 28

No Crime 91

Multiple Crimes 91

Unknown/Not Recorded 313

Group 1 Crimes of Violence

Group 2 Crimes of Indecency

Group 3 Crimes of Dishonesty

Group 4 Fire-Raising, Malicious & Reckless Conduct etc.

Group 5 Other (e.g. Bail Offences, Offensive Weapons, Drugs)

Group 6 Misc (e.g. Breach of the Peace, Minor Assault, Communications Act)

Group 7 Offences relating to motor vehicles



AA precognosed as Witness 1

AA attended as a facilitator 3

PRECOGNITIONS

AA attended as a witness 22

AA attended as a facilitator 397

COURT ATTENDANCE



SCOTTISH APPROPRIATE ADULT NETWORK
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