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15 May 2013

Desar Derel,

Thank you for your recent call to inform us of the Scottlsh Government's change in direction in its Air
Departure Tax policy and a cut to what |s the highest aviation tax in the world, Although we disagree
an the outcome, your call was appreciated as it is always better to hear it personally than through
other channels.

It's no secret that | think this decislon has been taken at jet speed and without an in depth look at the
facts and evidence, and that iz why | write ta you. We can all agree that climate change |5 am issue
which concerns us all and as an airport we are nao different. Wa know that we must have a sustainable
aperation that encourages controlled growth wet onsures we protect cannectivity and our
internatianal outlook,

Aviation is already making great stridos in becaming more sustainahle and actually deliunking some
af the myths arcuind our industry, Sustainable Avialion is a long-term strategy which sets out the
collective approach of UK gviation 1o tackling the challenge of ensuring a cleaner, quicter, smarter
future for our industry, and it brings together major UK airlines, airports, manufacturers, air navigatlon
sorvice providers and ey husiness partners, It responded 1o the Committec on Climate Change's
reporf
as!

is @ sustalnable futuere for avialinn. And it shows that we want to he part of this debate.




| strongly feal that we need to raise the level of debate around this issue and allow all industries to
have their opportunity to talk about what they are daing in terms of carban reduction and what
improvements they can make. This conversation is crucial before the governmeant malkes any further
knee-jerk reactions because any decision must protect our economic interests as well as oer
ervirohment. They go hand in hand and to favour one over the other does nat add up.

We all accept that there are challenges ahead of vz and industries must have a discussian to map out
a way forward, That response witl anly come from a reasoned and evidence-based disgussion which
will allow us to take a balanced viow and approach,

We admire the desire to show glebal leadership and want to be part of Scottish led innowvation and
response, But demonstrating leadership can only worl if it encourages others to follow, particularly
where Scotland's direct contribution to the selution will be commensurate with aur modest size.
Others cannat and will nat fallow if the price of aur appraach is serious damage ta our ecenomy, loss
of jobs and inability te suppart social sustainability s well as climate change.

We must have a discussion which takes all of this Inte account and leads to a decisive and well-thought
out plan of action that works for us all or the country risks lesing out, I'm sure you will agree when |
say that this debate must happen to protect Scotland’s interests, and we want and deserve ta be part
of it.

| look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely

Chief Executive
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Sent: wranuacy el 15:10:32
To: Scoftish Ministers
Subjeet: Meeting request - ADT

Good aficrmool,

David Stoward MSP would appreciate a mecting with the Cabinet Scorctary Lo discuas
the Highlands and Islands cxomption fom Alr Departure Tax, 1 would appreciate if
you eould lof me khow same possible dates, [ ean be eomtacled on the below delails.
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The Scoltish Parlizment: Making a positive dilference Lo the lives of the people of
Scotland
Tirlamaid na h-Alba: A Loirt deagh bhoaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba
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