
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Between 

Heathrow Airport Limited (HAL) 

And 

The Scottish Government {SG) 

Preamble 

1. The UK Government is due to announce a preference for one of the following three airport
expansion proposals in the South East of England:

1.1. a new north-west runway at Heathrow Airport ("the Heathrow NWR Option"), 
developed by HAL; 

1.2. an extension to the northern runway at Heathrow Airport, developed by Heathrow 
Hub Limited; or 

1.3. a new runway at Gatwick Airport, developed by Gatwick Airport Limited. 

2. The UK Government appointed Airports Commission unanimously and unambiguously
recommended that the Heathrow NWR Option should be given policy support by the UK
Government. The Airports Commission concluded that the Heathrow NWR Option could allow
Heathrow to expand without more local residents being affected by aviation noise and confirmed
that expansion could be delivered without breaching EU air quality law or impacting on the
meeting of carbon targets.

3. Expansion at Heathrow will create jobs in Scotland - up to 16,000 based upon Airport
Commission numbers - and connect more Scottish cities to the UK's hub airport. This will mean
more competition and choice for Scottish passengers, provide reliable trading links for exporters,
improve passenger experience and create an international showcase for Scotland.

4. HAL's ambition to add 40 new long-haul flights with expansion is dependent upon a successful
hub operation. This in turn requires a high transfer passenger through-put. Domestic routes have
a high proportion" of transfer passengers and therefore the growth of competitive domestic routes,
including to Scotland, is integral to the airport's current and future success.

5. HAL and SG have been working constructively to ensure that the benefits of delivering the
Heathrow NWR Option are realised during and after construction and that Scotland's existing
interests in Heathrow are protected and enhanced in the meantime.

6. This MoU:

6.1. outlines the joint plan to be undertaken by HAL and SG to ensure these aims are met 
in the event that the UK Government announces its support for the Heathrow NWR Option; 

6.2. confirms the support of SG for the Heathrow NWR Option; and 










