
From: [redacted] 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2018 9:32:09 AM 
To: Sturgeon N (Nicola), MSP 
Subject: Fwd: URGENT 
 
This article basically sums up the situation in Scotland. The wealthy Scots kids can 
afford clearing places in English universities and those from areas of deprivation can 
benefit from clearing but the kids from hard pressed middle class families are left with 
nothing. Frustrating and depressing. 
 
https://www.google.co.uk/amp/s/blogs.spectator.co.uk/2018/08/revealed-the-
scottishuniversity-courses-only-open-to-englands-fee-paying-students/amp/ 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
From: [redacted] 
Date: 26 September 2018 at 22:22:55 BST 
To: 
"nicola.sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:nicola.sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot 
>" 
<nicola.sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:nicola.sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot 
>> 
Subject: URGENT 
 
Dear Nicola, 
 
I am writing as a parent totally frustrated by the way that universities are forced to 
allocate clearing spaces. 
 
My son started [redacted] University this month but has realised that the course he is on 
is not for him. He has been persevering but is miserable and for his own wellbeing 
needs to drop out. He spends 2.5 hours commuting there and back daily and as he is 
not enjoying the course the travelling is not helping. 
 
His passion is fashion branding/marketing and this is what he wants to study. 
Therefore he was over the moon to see that places are still available in clearing for the 
BA in 'International Fashion Branding' at Glasgow Caledonian University and also 
'Fashion Communication' and 'Fashion Marketing' at Heriot Watt. However his 
excitement turned to despair when he was told that as a Scottish student he is not 
applicable to be considered for any of these courses. 
 
Glasgow Caledonian is only offering places on the branding course to non Scottish or 
International students and Heriot Watt say they can only accept Scottish students who 
fall into 'widening access' categories for applicants from deprived backgrounds. 
Heriot Watt have explained that each year the Scottish Government through the 
Scottish Funding Council allocates a certain number of places to each university. 
They have reached this capped limit and so cannot accept any more students. I know 
plenty of people who are financially better off than us but happen to live in a postcode 
area whereby they can access certain benefits such as clearing places and the LEAPS 



scheme. My son genuinely has no options left to him when he drops out of the course 
he is in but if he stays on he will just get more depressed and despondent. 
The universities are telling him he can apply for 2019 entry for the courses he wants 
to do but this would mean losing a year. It's now he needs a higher education place. I 
can't understand why a young state educated Scottish student from an average middle 
class family can't take advantage of the clearing spaces when he genuinely needs and 
wants one. It seems the universities think it's better not to fill the spaces at all then fill 
them with a Scottish student. My son lives at home but other than giving him a roof 
over his head, we don't support him financially - he supports himself. 
 
Everyone talks these days about positive destinations for young people and looking 
after their mental health and wellbeing but in reality, situations like this show that 
many young people are not getting the support they need. 
 
I hope you can help in this situation. 
 
KInd regards 
 
[redacted] 
 
COURSE LINKS - both courses have clearing spaces: 
 
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/details/index.php/P02694/International_Fashion 
_Branding?utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=courselisting 
International Fashion Branding | BA (Hons) | BA (Hons 
...<https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/details/index.php/P02694/International_Fash 
ion_Branding?utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=courselisting> 
www.gcu.ac.uk<http://www.gcu.ac.uk> 
Fashion branding is an international industry, influencing a growing number of 
products and services. This distinctive programme helps you to develop both 
traditional and digital skills and expertise to succeed in this exciting and dynamic 
industry. You will gain a thorough understanding of fashion ... 
https://www.hw.ac.uk/study/uk/undergraduate/fashion-communication.htm 
Fashion Communication | Heriot-Watt 
University<https://www.hw.ac.uk/study/uk/undergraduate/fashioncommunication. 
htm> 
www.hw.ac.uk<http://www.hw.ac.uk> 
Our Fashion Communication degree is aimed at students interested in how fashion 
and clothing is communicated, promoted and creatively presented to different 
audiences. The course looks at the wide range of activities that encourage the 
promotion and purchases of fashion products. This covers areas ... 
  



From: [redacted] 
Sent: 19 March 2019 21:37 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Rejected at St Andrews University 
 
Dear Nicola, 
Please can you advise why my daughter has been rejected from St Andrews 
University to study English. The criteria for the course is 3 As at higher level. My 
daughter achieved 5As at higher level as well as 10As at National 5. Her Personal 
Statement was exceptional. This brings me to the question of are Scottish Universities 
keeping their spaces for students from abroad as our Scottish Students cannot achieve 
any more to be accepted. This is degrading for our children when they have worked so 
hard to achieve this . I await your response with interest Regards [redacted] 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
  



Dear Mr Swinney 
 
I am writing to you with regards to my daughter [redacted] . 
 
[redacted] came to live in Scotland 5 years ago . Her first language is French as she 
was born there and never came to live in Scotland until 5 years ago . Her mother 
[redacted] is French and I am Scottish ( [redacted] ) . 
 
Her English was very poor when she first arrived as we lived in [redacted] and not many 
people spoke English . 
 
She has excelled at school and received 10 As for her National 5s and 6 straight A?s 
for her Highers. 
 
She won a bursary to go to [redacted] on her own merits . 
 
She has recently applied for medical school at Glasgow , Dundee , Aberdeen and 
Cardiff . They have all said no to her . 
 
My point is how do you think that makes a young girl (16) feel after working so hard . 
[redacted] is so down . I read that there is a lack of doctors . No wonder if you are not 
allowing students with the results [redacted] has gained to proceed into medicine . 
 
I find this ridiculous that she has been let down by the system . 
 
Regards 
[redacted] 
  



From: [redacted] 
Sent: 07 March 2019 12:59 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Fwd: University places 
 
> Nicola, 
 
> My son, who achieved 8 A?s at national 5, 5 A?s at higher & is predicted 3 A?s at 
advanced highers has today been rejected from Edinburgh university medical school 
& told he was an excellent candidate but they only have so many places for each few 
group. I am absolutely appalled that a child with the grades my son has & the drive 
since primary school to be a doctor to be told sorry, it doesn?t matter how well 
you?ve done, we can?t give you a place is an absolute disgrace! I have always told my 
kids that your work hard & reap the rewards, seems I was wrong. If the government 
really want to make sure all kids, irrespective of background, can have a free further 
education you might want to stop thinking up ridiculous schemes like the baby box & 
the named person scheme & spend the money ensuring that kids who have worked so 
hard to secure their place on the course they want to study, can actually get a place. I 
sincerely hope you take this email onboard & act accordingly, as I know it?s not the 
1st message like this you?ve received! Stop making out to the electorate that SNP are 
securing our kids futures when you certainly are not. 
> He has had a rejection from Glasgow & Dundee too. He awaits the outcome from 
Aberdeen but I don?t hold out much hope given the number of applicants versus the 
number of places. He is devastated, his teachers are devastated for him & so is the 
family. If you want to educate the rest of the world while Scottish students miss out 
on places because they get funded, stop the rhetoric about your humble beginnings & 
a free education for all. However, if you are serious about that, SNP need to take a 
long hard look at what you?re doing with this. 
> 
> Regards, 
> 
> [redacted] 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
  



From: [redacted] 
Sent: 23 September 2018 17:07 
To: Swinney J (John), MSP 
<John.Swinney.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:John.Swinney.msp@parliament.scot>>; 
[redacted] 
Cc: Sturgeon N (Nicola), MSP 
<Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.sc 
ot>>; [redacted] 
Subject: Re: Unconscious(?) bias/Oxford 
 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/oxford-loses-university-challenge-on-inclusion- 
7q9h0ck7z 
 
[redacted] 
 
And, by the way now has 3 Advanced Highers at A grade in English, Mathematics 
and Music - in addition to all the other awards mentioned previously. Oh, and that 
DoE Gold she was too young to get at 16. 
 
Shameful, at so many levels, but all it takes for this to continue year after year is for 
good people to do nothing. 
 
[redacted] 
  



From: [redacted] 
Sent: Sunday, March 10, 2019 2:53:16 AM 
To: Sturgeon N (Nicola), MSP 
Subject: Discrimination against Scottish pupils applying to Oxbridge 
 
Hello, 
My name is [redacted] i am 17 years old and this year i applied to the University of 
Cambridge where I was interviewed the subsequently pooled and rejected. Through a 
freedom of information request i have found out that i was ~ 1 interview point from 
reaching the threshold hold. This year Cambridge has unveiled that it will partake in 
UCAS adjustment to allow students who where interviewed then reject who have 
achieve the grades the opportunity to have a second chance at being admitted. 
 
However this is restricted to candidates classified as 'Widening Participation - to 
improve access to groups under represented at the university' to qualify for this you 
mist fit into 3 out of 5 specified categories. Of which i fit 2 (not reaching the 
threshold) how ever the 3 which i do not qualify are related to postcode and an alleged 
correlation between affluence and progression to higher education and Oxbridge. I 
believe that this is specifically discriminatory towards Scottish student who are 
through Scottish government policies better of attending university in Scotland so 
have a significantly diminished rate of attendance at oxbridge. Therefore regardless of 
computer calculated 'affluence' associated with my address as a Scottish student i 
cannot and should not be judged on the same merit as my English counterparts who 
just by merit of where they live in the United Kingdom are statistically more likely to 
attend oxbridge. 
 
I am unfamiliar with your role as First Minister and therefore do not know what you 
can do to aid me in raising this concern not only to the university but also on a 
national level. So far as a course of action I have email the Director of Admissions for 
Cambridge University and [redacted] (the college i had applied to) and the 
admissions office of the university. I look forward to receiving an email back 
regarding any ways you could aid in bring attention towards systematic discrimination 
face by Scottish Students. 
 
Thank you for your time 
[redacted] 
Sent from my iPhone 


