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provide a statement on why it wishes to be prescribed;

provide information on its constitution:

provide information on how its office-bearers are appointed;

provide evidence that it meets the definition of a “religious or belief body” under

section 24 of the 1977 Act and section 135 of the 2004 Act. Under section 24 of the

1977 Act and section 135 of the 2004 Act, the definition of a “religious or belief body”

is “an organised group of people — (a) which meets regularly for religious worship, or

(b) the principal object (or one of the principal objects) of which is to uphold or

promote philosophical beliefs and which meets regularly for that purpose”;

¢ indicate when it began to nominate persons to the Registrar General so that the
Registrar General could register them as celebrants. The Scottish Ministers would
normally only prescribe a body if its celebrants have been solemnising marriages for
at least three years;

e provide evidence of a track record (at least 3 years) of compliance with the
requirements in Scotland in relation to marriage and civil partnership ceremonies and,
where necessary, of taking action against any celebrants who are not complying with
those requirements. The Scottish Ministers would discuss any application with the
Registrar General, to establish what views the Registrar General has on the body's
track record. The Scottish Ministers appreciate that bodies may have little or no track
record in relation to civil partnership ceremonies given that the number of civil
partnership ceremonies now is low and most of them are civil;

e provide evidence that, if prescribed, the body would deal properly with any concerns
about a particular celebrant and has an appropriate disciplinary process in place that
allows for the suspension or dismissal of a celebrant if the celebrant is convicted of an
offence under the 1977 Act or under the 2004 Act; or has, for the purpose of profit and
gain, been carrying on a business of solemnising marriage or registering civil
partnership; or is not a fit and proper person to solemnise marriage or register civil
partnership; or, for any other reason, should not be solemnising marriage or
registering civil partnership;

e supply its disciplinary policy for celebrants and a copy of its guidance notes for
celebrants;

o confirm that its celebrants do not for the purpose of profit or gain carry on a business
of solemnising marriage or registering civil partnership;

e outline the training which its celebrants receive in relation to the solemnisation of
marriage and registration of civil partnership and, in particular, what training is in place
to tackle sham marriage and civil partnership and forced marriage;

e confirm that it is not aware of any other reason why it would be inappropriate for it to
be prescribed;

e provide information on any costs or savings which might arise for the body if it should
be prescribed. (The Policy Note which accompanies SSls has to give an indication of
any costs arising from the SSI. This information does not have to be detailed);

e advise on how the body would wish to be described in any SSI if it should be

prescribed.

5. The authorisations for opposite sex marriage, same sex marriage and civil partnership
are separate: it is possible to be authorised for all three or just two or just one. In relation to
same sex marriage and civil partnership, the Scottish Government has indicated that where
a body opts in to solemnise same sex marriage or register civil partnership but has
celebrants who choose not to take part, it might be better for that body to seek authorisation
from the Registrar General for those celebrants who do wish to solemnise same sex
marriage and register civil partnership rather than be prescribed. Given this, each body
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e provide a statement on why the Caledonian Humanist Association wishes to be
prescribed;

e provide information on the constitution of the Caledonian Humanist Association;

e provide information on how your office-bearers are appointed;

e provide evidence that the Caledonian Humanist Association meets the definition of a
“religious or belief body” under section 24 of the 1977 Act and section 135 of the 2004
Act. Under section 24 of the 1977 Act and section 135 of the 2004 Act, the definition
of a “religious or belief body” is “an organised group of people — (a) which meets
regularly for religious worship, or (b) the principal object (or one of the principal
objects) of which is to uphold or promote philosophical beliefs and which meets
regularly for that purpose”;

¢ indicate when the Caledonian Humanist Association began to nominate persons to
the Registrar General so that the Registrar General could register them as celebrants.
The Scottish Ministers would normally only prescribe a body if its celebrants have
been solemnising marriages for at least three years;

e provide evidence of a track record (at least 3 years) of compliance with the
requirements in Scotland in relation to marriage and civil partnership ceremonies and,
where necessary, of taking action against any celebrants who are not complying with
those requirements. The Scottish Ministers would discuss any application with the
Registrar General, to establish what views the Registrar General has on the body's
track record. The Scottish Ministers appreciate that the Caledonian Humanist
Association may have little or no track record in relation to civil partnership
ceremonies given that the number of civil partnership ceremonies now is low and
most of them are civil;

e provide evidence that, if prescribed, the Caledonian Humanist Association would deal
properly with any concerns about a particular celebrant and has an appropriate
disciplinary process in place that allows for the suspension or dismissal of a celebrant
if the celebrant is convicted of an offence under the 1977 Act or under the 2004 Act;
or has, for the purpose of profit and gain, been carrying on a business of solemnising
marriage or registering civil partnership; or is not a fit and proper person to solemnise
marriage or register civil partnership; or, for any other reason, should not be
solemnising marriage or registering civil partnership;

e supply your disciplinary policy for celebrants and a copy of your guidance notes for
celebrants;

e confirm that Caledonian Humanist Association celebrants do not for the purpose of
profit or gain carry on a business of solemnising marriage or registering civil
partnership;

e outline the training which Caledonian Humanist Association celebrants receive in
relation to the solemnisation of marriage and registration of civil partnership and, in
particular, what training is in place to tackle sham marriage and civil partnership and
forced marriage;

¢ confirm that the Caledonian Humanist Association is not aware of any other reason
why it would be inappropriate for it to be prescribed;

e provide information on any costs or savings which might arise for the Caledonian
Humanist Association if it should be prescribed. (The Policy Note which
accompanies SSls has to give an indication of any costs arising from the SSI.  This
information does not have to be detailed);

e advise on how the Caledonian Humanist Association would wish to be described in
any SSI if it should be prescribed.
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e provide a statement on why Independent Humanist Ceremonies wishes to be
prescribed;

¢ provide information on the constitution of Independent Humanist Ceremonies;

e provide information on how your office-bearers are appointed;

e provide evidence that Independent Humanist Ceremonies meets the definition of a
“religious or belief body” under section 24 of the 1977 Act and section 135 of the 2004
Act. Under section 24 of the 1977 Act and section 135 of the 2004 Act, the definition
of a “religious or belief body” is “an organised group of people — (a) which meets
regularly for religious worship, or (b) the principal object (or one of the principal
objects) of which is to uphold or promote philosophical beliefs and which meets
regularly for that purpose”;

¢ indicate when Independent Humanist Ceremonies began to nominate persons to the
Registrar General so that the Registrar General could register them as celebrants.
The Scottish Ministers would normally only prescribe a body if its celebrants have
been solemnising marriages for at least three years;

e provide evidence of a track record (at least 3 years) of compliance with the
requirements in Scotland in relation to marriage and civil partnership ceremonies and,
where necessary, of taking action against any celebrants who are not complying with
those requirements. The Scottish Ministers would discuss any application with the
Registrar General, to establish what views the Registrar General has on the body's
track record. The Scottish Ministers appreciate that Independent Humanist
Ceremonies may have little or no track record in relation to civil partnership
ceremonies given that the number of civil partnership ceremonies now is low and
most of them are civil;

e provide evidence that, if prescribed, Independent Humanist Ceremonies would deal
properly with any concerns about a particular celebrant and has an appropriate
disciplinary process in place that allows for the suspension or dismissal of a celebrant
if the celebrant is convicted of an offence under the 1977 Act or under the 2004 Act;
or has, for the purpose of profit and gain, been carrying on a business of solemnising
marriage or registering civil partnership; or is not a fit and proper person to solemnise
marriage or register civil partnership; or, for any other reason, should not be
solemnising marriage or registering civil partnership;

e supply your disciplinary policy for celebrants and a copy of your guidance notes for
celebrants;

e confirm that Independent Humanist Ceremonies celebrants do not for the purpose of
profit or gain carry on a business of solemnising marriage or registering civil
partnership;

e outline the training which Independent Humanist Ceremonies celebrants receive in
relation to the solemnisation of marriage and registration of civil partnership and, in
particular, what training is in place to tackle sham marriage and civil partnership and
forced marriage;

¢ confirm that Independent Humanist Ceremonies is not aware of any other reason why
it would be inappropriate for it to be prescribed;

e provide information on any costs or savings which might arise for Independent
Humanist Ceremonies if it should be prescribed. (The Policy Note which
accompanies SSls has to give an indication of any costs arising from the SSI. This
information does not have to be detailed);

e advise on how Independent Humanist Ceremonies would wish to be described in any
SSIif it should be prescribed.
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