Organisation
Social Work Scotland
National Youth Justice Advisory Group
Who Cares? Scotland
Police Scotland
CYCJ
Includem
Victim Support Scotland
Children 1st
Community Justice Scotland
Disclosure Scotland
Together Scotland

MINIMUM AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY – STAKEHOLDER GATHERING
THURSDAY 6 DECEMBER 2018, 13:30 – 16:00
COSLA CONFERENCE CENTRE
AGENDA
1. Welcome and update on the Bill’s progress through Parliament – [redacted]
2. Implementation Groups: next steps and dates for next engagement
a)
b)
c)
d)

Victims – [redacted]
Police Powers - [redacted]
Disclosure – [redacted]
Guidance – [redacted]

3. Stage 1 report – update on response
4. UNCRC revised consultation
5. Advocacy
6. Questions/ issues raised from the floor
7. AOB

Minutes from Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Bill Stakeholder Gathering 6
December 2018
13:30 – 16:00
Note of Meeting


Update: bill team leader provided an update on the parliamentary timetable of
the bill as well as on non-government amendments lodged at stage 2.



Age of Criminal Responsibility: questions were raised by representatives from
the Centre for Youth and Criminal Justice about whether the Government was
considering a higher age of criminal responsibility (ACR) of 14 or 16. Senior
officials from Government responded by identifying a number of issues that would
require to be examined thoroughly such as the jurisdiction of the Children’s
Hearings System, delayed reporting, the rights of victims, police powers etc when
considering a higher age,. Discussion also centred around issues of disclosure
and the links between the ACR bill and the forthcoming Protection of Vulnerable
Groups (PVG) bill, the independence of the independent reviewer, the
importance of ensuring meaningful public consultation and public confidence in
systems.



Delivery Groups: an update was given in relation to the work required to be
taken forward by each of the delivery groups (victims, police powers, disclosure,
and guidance) in response to the Equalities and Human Rights’ Committee’s
stage 1 report on the bill and particularly around the need for public engagement.
Discussion particularly focused around the importance of developing a public
communications strategy and professional guidance for the bill.



There was a discussion around the need to expand membership of the guidance
group in the areas of education, mental health and social work.



Discussion also centred around the format and structure and name of police
interviews of children under the ACR, indicators of best practice, the need to
ensure that there is disability support, and access to advocacy services across
the country.



It was discussed that there is likely to be overlap amongst the groups and
therefore it would be useful to appoint a lead person who will be involved in all of
the groups and can therefore ensure consistency. A request was made for
advance notice to be given for all of the forthcoming meetings of the delivery
groups.



Questions/ issues raised from the floor: Questions were raised by
stakeholders on the links between the PVG bill, the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child audit and the ACR bill. A representative from WhoCares? Scotland
expressed their intention to work closely with the Scottish Government to engage
with children on the implementation of the bill through the Youth Parliament and
Children’s Parliament and ensure that there is engagement with children who are
at risk. Representatives from Police Scotland and Victim Support Scotland spoke
about the importance of ensuring there is engagement with victims during
implementation of the bill as well as when considering a higher ACR.

