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13 October 2017

BC/pt

Nicola Sturgeon MSP
First Minister
St Andrews House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG

Dear First Minister,

I have recently been contacted by one of my constituents regarding your 
announcement about setting up a public energy company.

My constituent says that he applauds this commitment but has asked me to 
outline the issue faced by many people in rural areas. 

Some years ago, the then Scottish Hydro, recognising that many rural areas 
don’t have access to mains gas, set up a tariff called THTC (Total Heat Total 
Control) designed to run storage heating off-peak, plus another heating 
appliance on cheap rate. Consequently, many people installed electric boilers, 
which were just about cost-effective on that tariff. This means that, unless they 
are prepared to replace their entire heating systems, they are effectively locked 
to this tariff. No other provider offers such a tariff, and SSE don’t offer it to new 
customers, while being free to increase the costs.

My constituent suggests that this area would seem an ideal case for the new 
public utility to consider.

Yours sincerely,

Bruce Crawford MSP
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Sent: Friday, November 23, 2018 11:43:36 PM
To: Wheelhouse P (Paul), MSP; Cunningham R (Roseanna), MSP; Sturgeon N
(Nicola), MSP
Subject: Scottish National Energy Company - Replacing Feed In Tariffs

Dear Nicola, Paul and Roseanna,

I have chosen to e-mail you as I believe that your responsibilities cover the topic and
the suggestion this e-mail contains.

As you may be aware (and if the media stories I have read are correct) the UK
Government is currently deciding on whether to bring an end to Feed in Tariffs for
small scale renewable projects. This funding is particularly key to individuals who
may be considering whether it is financially viable to install solar panels on their
rooftops.  My suggestion is that if the UK Government decides to bring these tariffs to
an end, that the future Scottish National Energy Company should replace these tariffs
by buying electricity directly from small scale producers. This could even be
combined with some sort of financial incentive and ongoing payment to encourage
more people to install renewable energy sources.  The end outcome being the
continued reduction in Scotland's carbon emissions.

I'm not sure if it's legally possible but for what it's worth I thought I would pass on my
suggestion.
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Edinburgh 

EH1 3DG 

 

 

19/06/18 

 

Re: Paul Richards, Together Energy 

Dear Paul, 

A constituent Mr. Paul Richards of Together Energy Ltd. met with me recently to discuss 

issues affecting his business which is based in Clydebank. 

Together Energy Ltd. is a new independent energy supplier which was established in 2016 

and has grown from a standing start in October 2016 to now employing over 100 workers. 

They have a policy of recruiting locally and have employed 90% of their new staff from the 

lowest 10% of SIMD postcodes which is a real positive addition to the deprived local 

economy in Clydebank 

As many of their new employees have performed less well at school the company has 

evolved an ethos of a “second opportunity to learn” and provide 2 hours of learning each 

week for every employee. In addition, they encourage staff to improve their educational 

attainment and have a relationship with the Business School at Strathclyde University to 

promote this aspiration. 

Although their business is very successfully growing, with 55,000 customers after only 20 

months, they are concerned about the impact the new publicly owned, not for profit energy 

company being promoted by the Scottish Government might have on the sustainability of 

Together Energy Ltd. when it is established and would appreciate the opportunity to discuss 

the issues with you. 

Mr. Richards is very knowledgeable on the energy supply industry and I am sure he will raise 

matters in a positive way which will be of interest to the Scottish Government. 

 



Will it be possible to arrange a meeting with Mr Richards, yourself and myself to discuss 

Together Energy’s concerns? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Gil Paterson MSP 

Member of the Scottish Parliament for Clydebank and Milngavie (SNP) 
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Sent: 26 September 2018 09:43
To: Minister for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands
<MinisterECI@gov.scot<mailto:MinisterECI@gov.scot>>
Subject: Renewable Energy Proposal

Dear Mr Wheelhouse,

Allow me to introduce myself,

My name is and hail from Aberdeen. At the moment, I am in the 
process of setting up a renewable energy operation in Scotland, focusing on solar 
panels and other energy efficient products, such as solar lighting. Our business model 
is one which benefits from the experience of having sourced products to facilitate 
similar projects, albeit on a greater scale, in South Asia.

It was met with great interest recently, when the First Minister alluded to a potential 
initiative to create a government, not for profit renewable energy programme.  We are 
all aware that renewable energy is the most prudent way to address Scotland's energy 
requirements, although we really are still at the early stages of procurement, let alone 
full roll out. I feel that due to our experience in sourcing competitively priced solar 
panel hardware and ancillaries, manufactured to Tier 1 standards for contracts as

Redacted



aforesaid, we have a competitive edge in this area. As such, we are able to support
such an enterprise by working with the Scottish Government, offering the knowhow
to supply install and maintain this equipment.

This challenge was discussed with a friend of mine, , who is a
former and long standing, Aberdeenshire SNP Councillor. I believe he may be known
to the First Minister, as he was one of the team who organised and implemented the
Independence Campaign Marches, prior to the Independence Referendum some years
ago. I also understand from that he discussed the above with a former colleague
of yours, who alerted you to the fact that I would like to write to you regarding this
matter, subsequently you kindly supplied your email address.

In order that this can be expanded upon, I feel it would be beneficial, along with our
Technical Director, , that we meet to allow us to give a short
presentation in this regard.

Regards

_
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From:
Sent: 09 November 2017 07:28:51
To: scottish.ministers@gov.scot
Subject: National Energy Company - Implementation

FAO: Paul Wheelhouse, Minister for Business, Innovation and Energy, Scottish
Government
_____________________________________________________________________
___

Dear Paul,

I was excited to hear the First Minister?s announcement about plans for a national
energy company. It makes a great deal more sense than attempting to patch the energy
market with a price cap.

My company, Venturebright, creates high growth ventures for large corporations
across different industries and my business partner nd I both have experience
starting new energy ventures (with Edf and E.ON respectively).

I?d love to talk to you about getting this new venture going and find out if there is any
way we could assist.

Best regards,
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Sent: 07 December 2017 18:56
To:
Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot
>

 

Subject: Publicly owned energy company.
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Good evening,

I?m aware that as I write is roughly 6.30 pm and Paisley is awaiting the news of its
bid for city of culture 2021. Perhaps to be honest its no mistake that I choose to write
now though that?s for you to decide.

Having just recently moved to Paisley from Stirling in August of this year it has been
on my mind before I left Raploch (a similar area) to Ferguslie Park that folks suffer in
many ways as you know and as is indicated in the SIMD figures. Many of these
indicators include things like health, education, etc with another key factor in peoples
well being that of energy and fuel poverty amongst folks from all ages.

I?ll get to the point! I?m glad to hear of your desire to set up a publically owned
energy company by 2021 ! interestingly enough... with as view amongst others to
helping those on low incomes.

I?m writing Nicola (if I may) because I believe that something has been brought to
my attention that might help this move further forward and particularly help those in
what is said to be Scotland?s most deprived area ? that of Ferguslie Park.

It seems that one thing amongst many positives that I see in the community and
amongst its people is that of its post code ? yes I?ve not gone mad ? seemingly the
post code for Ferguslie Park is not only significant but special in that it?s as far as I?m
aware the only community in Scotland that has its own, in other words if your post
code is PA3 1??   then that means that you can be identified as living in Ferguslie
Park and no other part of Paisley.

This I believe provides a great indicator in helping those within the area to access
cheaper energy in terms of the community being able to approach energy suppliers
and perhaps request some kind of community deal that would not only access cheaper
energy supply based on a kind of community sign up (perhaps some 5,000 folks ? not
sure how many houses at present) in the same way perhaps that a community would
buy an island i.e. Egg.

So I?m writing to ask if somehow Ferguslie Park might be a place to begin in this
process ? could you either help us to approach an energy company as a community to
get a cheaper deal or might your idea begin here.

The other benefits as far as I see them not only involve people getting access to
cheaper energy by encouraging a community change over as it were but also it may
allow people to access other energy saving things like insulation, better gas/electric
fixtures in their homes, advice, etc

Thus helping one of the most deprived communities in Scotland.

I leave it there ? to be honest I?m sure that the post code and the ability to prove
where one lives in this case could I believe open may positive doors for the people in
this community.

Happy to talk through this and obviously this?d need to be something discussed with
the proud people of the area of which I?m only a recent incomer.

Many thanks and we?ll see how Paisley get?s on shortly!
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From: 
Sent: 10 October 2017 17:49
To: First Minister; Nicola.Sturgeon.msp@parliament.scot
Cc:
Subject: Public Energy Company - how can we help

Dear Nicola,

I watched your recent speech with interest as both a Scottish citizen and SNP voter. It 
was with mixture surprise and excitement that I heard you intend to start a domestic 
energy supply company that is publicly owned to sell power at as close to wholesale 
price as possible.

The excitement stems from the fact that I work in the industry and am based in 
Scotland. Myself and my business partner have now helped several UK energy 
companies to enter the market, we are actively working with one starting in Scotland 
right now that want to provide domestic storage solutions in order to reduce 
householders bills - potentially below wholesale price. Another one of those new 
entrants was an English council that is seeking to benefit it's citizens in a similar way 
to the supply company you have just announced and to help alleviate energy poverty.

At this stage, the information that I've seen made publicly available is sparse naturally 
given it was only recently announcer; however I want to express our desire to be 
involved if there is any way we can help. We know the industry well and the senior 
management teams in most of the common suppliers that will be needed to make this 
happen quickly and cost effectively.

Clearly, part of the key to providing energy at as close to wholesale as possible is
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keeping your overheads as lean and efficient as possible - my opinion is that the
easiest way to do that is by having a partner who has done this before and ideally is
based in Scotland.

I presume there is also a desire to focus on renewable energy provision, with a focus
on energy generated within Scotland - thus providing the economic benefit and
support for local generation, while also reducing householder bills. If that is the case -
it may also be prudent to mention that I am actively enrolled in a Heriot Watt course
for renewable energy development and happy to bring in contacts from those areas as
needed.

Basically I think this is a very good idea for the country and want to help, how can I
make that happen?

Regards

Regards,
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3 September 2018 
 

 
 

 
 

     
 

Mr Paul Wheelhouse MSP 
Minister for Energy, Connectivity and Islands 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 
Scottish Government’s Proposed Public Energy Company 
 
I read with interest your Agenda piece in the Herald newspaper, Friday 31 
August, regarding the Scottish Government’s proposals for the Public Energy 
Company and your wider comments about Scottish energy policy. 
 
GMB Scotland, the union for energy workers, shares your concern about the 
stubborn problem of fuel poverty in Scotland.  You are right to point to the 
disparity between Scotland’s position of relative wealth in energy resources 
alongside a harsh reality where too many of our people are forced to choose 
between heating and eating.  GMB Scotland shares your belief that there is a 
greater role that the state could play in the energy retail market.  We also 
particularly welcome your commitment that a new Scottish public energy 
company must be involved in both energy generation and retail. 
 
In your article, you encourage Scottish local government to engage with your 
plans and talk about the potential benefits that you see for consumers.  It is, 
however, disappointing to us that you do not talk about the position of energy 
workers who are currently experiencing significant anxiety as a result of the 
mixed messages of Scottish energy policy and very real world challenges that 
already exist in the energy industries. 
 
The current debate around the Climate Change (Emissions Reduction 
Targets) (Scotland) Bill, for example, appears to be being led by an interest 
lobby more concerned with pursuing an ideological agenda around energy 
policy rather than putting in place workable arrangements which meet the 
scale of the climate challenge, whilst also recognising the importance of 
energy to both domestic and industrial consumers of energy and as a source 
of employment and economic benefit.  I am concerned that the Scottish 
Government seems unwilling, so far, to take on these difficult but vitally 
important arguments and our members are increasingly concerned that some 
in Scottish politics, regardless of rhetoric around a so-called “just-transition”, 
seem to regard other peoples’ jobs as expendable. 

Redacted



 
In formulating proposals for a public energy company and for energy policy 
more broadly, GMB Scotland wish that the Scottish Government would give 
more weight to these considerations and to a more honest appraisal of how 
our energy needs are being met in reality, with, as you know, a continuing role 
for gas as a transition fuel and a serious appraisal of new nuclear needed.  
The existing nuclear stations are inching closer to the end of their useable life 
and the only question about gas in our future energy supply is where we are 
going to get it.  You will be well aware that the risk is increasingly of an even 
larger reliance on imported gas to both heat our homes and keep industry 
turning. 
 
Right now, GMB Scotland members working for Scottish Gas are acutely 
worried about that company’s plans to cut 4,000 more jobs across the UK, 
with very real concerns for us about the future of their sites in Hamilton and 
Edinburgh as a result.  Our concerns about the real level of jobs within the 
renewables sector in Scotland are well known to you, although we both share 
a desire to see these numbers change.  We are also currently having to 
campaign to get our members a hearing in the exploitation which has been 
allowed to become rife within the energy from waste sector, where Scottish 
public authorities are signing engineering construction deals to procure new 
facilities using bogus self-employment and rip-off agencies. 
 
I hope that you will reflect on whether there is more that could be done in 
planning for the new public energy company to engage directly with 
representatives of Scottish energy workers and to develop a credible energy 
policy which seeks to balance both the challenges and the needs which the 
country faces. 
 
If it would be of interest to you to engage further on any of these points then, 
as always, GMB Scotland would be pleased to hear from you or your officials, 
to find areas of common ground and to help improve the quality of the energy 
debate which Scotland rightly needs to have. 
 
Yours sincerely 

GARY SMITH 
GMB SCOTLAND SECRETARY 
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