Subject: FW: Briefing for meeting with Scottish Creel Fishermen's Federation - 12 September
2018

Sent: 13 September 2018 15:28

Subject: RE: Briefing for meeting with Scottish Creel Fishermen’s Federation - 12 September 2018

Please see below a short readout of our meeting with the SCFF yesterday

Thanks

Scottish Creel Fisherman’s Federation (}JSCFF) meeting — Mr Ewing — 12th October

Meeting covered a number of pertinent inshore fisheries matters.

Impact of leaving the EU on the static gear sector




It was noted the vast majority of landings by the Scottish creel sector were exported to the EU. This meant the
sector was relatively more exposed to brexit than other parts of the fishing industry. The example of-

was provided, where any delays to the current seamless export of live shellfish
would potentially have a devastating impact on the business, and feed guickly right back through the supply chain to
the fleet and associated communities. Non-tariff barriers to trade were cited as a particular concern,

Mr Ewing advised the SCFF to provide practical examples highlighting particular concerns members may have that
can then be used to demand answers from the UK Government,

Allocation of Nephrops fishing opportunities

Much of the remainder of the meeting focussed on this topic. The SCFF tabled a paper at the meeting which
outlined the opportunity cost of the current perceived misallocation of nephrops fishing apportunities. This
essentially restated the previous case made in SCFF research published in June 2017. The SCFF claimed there was
already amply evidence to prove a sub-optimal allocation, and therefore strong case for a reallocation of nephrops
fishing opportunities in Scotland.

We noted that the creel sector do not need additional quota, but are looking for exclusive access to more fishing
grounds. It was noted that the previous SCFF research had helped put a spotlight on this issue, and added that our
economists had identified fundamental flaws with the SCFF research. These shortcomings — failure to pay proper
attention to costs of production, wider supply chain impacts, price elasticity, and environmental impacts - were
detailed in a letter from Mr Ewing to the SCFF in August 2017. 1t was explained that on the back of this research, we
did not sweep the issue under the carpet, but rather pushed ahead with our inshore fisheries pilots to test practical
challenges with spatial separation and local management, and commissioned two pieces of research {one to explore
the depth of the live langoustine market, and the second to address the modelling weaknesses identified in the SCFF
research). We agreed to share this work with the SCFF economist _ and offer to meet him (again} to
explain this research. It was acknowledged that allocation was not actually the issue at hand it was space to expand
where there were other competing sectors. We nated that we must take account of all interests. It was reiterated to
the SCFF that policy development must be evidenced base, and stressed that a lot of resources are be put into
enhancing the evidence in order to be able to inform future fisheries strategy in Scotland.

Other points raised

raised concerns of illegal dredging in MPAs, We stressed that this matter is taken seriously, and
that our PFG commitment - to introduce appropriate technology across the fieet fishing inshore waters —
demonstrates that.
- also pushed the point that setting aside more space for low-impact dive and creel fishing would reap
additional benefits in the long term and help him and others like him grow their business, supporting jobs in many
rural communities. Leaving more space for low impact fishing is something that our future fisheries discussion will
consider.
— raised concerns regarding gear vandalism and pushed the case for spatial restrictions on mobile
activity, citing his personal experiences with intimidation at sea, and in particular that Police Scotland and the Courts
do not understand or take the matter seriously.
. Our plans to progress a national discussion on future fisheries management was alsc mentioned — this will
provide a space to properly debate with all stakeholders many of the issues the SCFF have raised.
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Table of meetings involving Fergus Ewing and the Scottish Creel Fishermen's Federation in

the years 2016, 2017 and 2018 (Fol/19/00704)
Event Date & Time

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy 15t November 2016
14:00 — 15:30

and Connectivity meeting with

Scottish Creel Fishermen’s
Federation (SCFF)

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy 25" May 2017

and Connectivity meeting with 10:00 — 11:30

Scottish Creel Fishermen’s
Federation (SCFF)
Ministerial Meeting: Fergus Ewing 12" September 2018
13:00 — 14:00

Meeting with Scottish Creel
Fishermen’s Federation (SCFF)
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