




From:
Sent: 02 October 2018 17:14:22
To: Public Engagement Unit
Subject: FW: 

Attachments: Michael Matheson MSP.pdf, pdf

For MACCS - MR.

| Private Secretary to Michael Matheson MSP, Cabinet Secretary for
Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
The Scottish Government | St Andrew's House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | Web:
www.gov.scot<http://www.gov.scot/>
Tel: Email:
CabSecTIC@gov.scot<mailto:CabSecTIC@gov.scot>

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister,
or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.
Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See
www.lobbying.scot<http://www.lobbying.scot/>

From: O'HARA, Brendan <brendan.ohara.mp@parliament.uk>
Sent: 02 October 2018 17:12
To: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
<CabSecTIC@gov.scot>
Subject: 

Good afternoon,

Please find attached correspondence and attachment for the Cabinet Secretary for
Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity.

Kind regards,

Brendan O'Hara MP
Argyll and Bute
UK Parliament Disclaimer: This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you
have received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any
unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been
checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus
transmitted by this e-mail. This e-mail address is not secure, is not encrypted and
should not be used for sensitive data.



_____________________________________________________________________
_
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
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_
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This email has been received from an external party and has been swept for the
presence of computer viruses.
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02 October 2018 

 

The Right Honourable Philip Hammond MP 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer  

HM Treasury 

1 Horse Guards Road 

LONDON 

SW1A 2HQ 

 

Dear Mr Hammond MP 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From:
Sent: 21 January 2019 08:39:28
To: Public Engagement Unit
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
Subject: FW: Proposed increase in ferry fares at peak times

Please place on MACCS as a Ministerial response.

thanks

Deputy Private Secretary
Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister,
or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.
Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See
www.lobbying.scot<http://www.lobbying.scot/>

From: Russell MW (Michael), MSP <Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot>
Sent: 21 January 2019 08:23
To:
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
<CabSecTIC@gov.scot>; 

Subject: Re: Proposed increase in ferry fares at peak times

Dear 

I think Michael Matheson has been mis-understood, given that I believe he is referring
to the need to manage demand at peak times , which is something that has been taking
place for some years  on many routes .    This is not about increasing fares but about
making sure that the usage is spread across all the timetable , particularly for heavy
vehicles.   If that happens more traiffic can be carried.

None the less I am copying your email to him and I am sure he will want to reassure
you too.

Regards

Michael

--------------------

Michael Russell MSP for Argyll and Bute

Email:
Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot
>



michaelrussellmsp.scot |@Feorlean | FB: Michael Russell-Argyll & Bute SNP

Constituency Office: 81 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7DH - 01369 702011

Parliamentary Office: M4.16, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP - 0131
348 5738

Click here to view our Privacy Policy: http://www.michaelrussellmsp.scot/privacy-
policy/

______
From: 
Sent: Saturday, January 19, 2019 1:28 pm
To: Stewart D (David) MSP; Todd M (Maree), MSP; Grant R (Rhoda), MSP; Russell
MW (Michael), MSP; Finnie J (John), MSP; Cameron D (Donald), MSP; Halcro
Johnston J (Jamie), MSP; Mountain E (Edward), MSP
Subject: Proposed increase in ferry fares at peak times

I was very concerned to read of the proposal to increase ferry fares at peak times.
Surely the best response to high demand is to increase capacity (as well as reliability).
Islay has lost the second ship at Easter  peak the last two years as well as at other peak
times. In the winter it is virtually impossible to attend mainland appointments in a
single day as we are reduced to a one ship service for much of the time.

The Islands rely on the lifeline services for our food, fuel and for tourist income as
well as for shipping Island produced whisky which generates vast duty and foreign
currency income for the government.

The already high cost of travel results in a very high cost of living and amounts to a
tax on island life. We used to get a multi journey ticket which reduced costs for
islanders but this was lost when RET was introduced; the fare was roughly the same
as the multi ticket so no saving to us but cheaper for visitors. The high cost of living is
a major factor in the depopulation of the islands and discourages the young from
living here. Without young people there is no one to service the industries and social
care which sustain island life.

The lack of available space at peak times has prevented islanders from attending
mainland funerals and in some cases hospital appointments too.

Please oppose increased fares which further penalise island residents and instead join
the campaign to make the islands (and Islay in particular) more accessible and less
expensive.

Yours sincerely

*********************************************************************
*

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of
Scotland
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A' toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba

www.parliament.scot<http://www.parliament.scot> :
facebook.com/scottishparliament<http://facebook.com/scottishparliament> :
twitter.com/scotparl<http://twitter.com/ScotParl>

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents.
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From:
Sent: 21 January 2019 08:40:24
To: Public Engagement Unit
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
Subject: FW: Ferry Fare Increase

Please place on MACCS as a Ministerial response

thanks

Deputy Private Secretary
Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister,
or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.
Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See
www.lobbying.scot<http://www.lobbying.scot/>

From: Russell MW (Michael), MSP <Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot>
Sent: 21 January 2019 08:24
To:
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
<CabSecTIC@gov.scot>; 

Subject: Re: Ferry Fare Increase

Dear 

I think Michael Matheson has been mis-understood, given that I believe he is referring
to the need to manage demand at peak times , which is something that has been taking
place for some years on many routes . This is not about increasing fares and
particularly not for the hard pressed agriculture sector but about making sure that the
usage is spread across all the timetable , particularly for heavy vehicles. If that
happens more traiffic can be carried.

None the less I am copying your email to him and I am sure he will want to reassure
you too.

Regards

--------------------

Michael Russell MSP for Argyll and Bute

Email:
Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot
>

michaelrussellmsp.scot |@Feorlean | FB: Michael Russell-Argyll & Bute SNP



Constituency Office: 81 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7DH - 01369 702011

Parliamentary Office: M4.16, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP - 0131
348 5738

Click here to view our Privacy Policy: http://www.michaelrussellmsp.scot/privacy-
policy/

______ ______________
From: 

Sent: Saturday, January 19, 2019 12:02 am
To: Russell MW (Michael), MSP; Cameron D (Donald), MSP; Finnie J (John), MSP;
Grant R (Rhoda), MSP; Halcro Johnston J (Jamie), MSP; Mountain E (Edward),
MSP; Stewart D (David) MSP; Todd M (Maree), MSP
Subject: Ferry Fare Increase

Dear Michael, Donald, John, Rhoda, Jamie, Edward, David and Maree,

As a business owner on Islay, as well as an active member of several community
organisations on the island, I would like to express my serious concerns about the fare
increases which are being proposed to ameliorate the increased demand on west coast
ferry routes caused by the roll-out of the Road Equivalent Tariff.

While correlation does not imply causation, Islay's economy is currently thriving as
visitor numbers increase. We have eight whisky distilleries in production, all of which
have multi-million pound expansion plans, and four more at various stages of
construction. If the Scottish Government is going to meet its 2030 vision for the
growth of the food and drink industry, I would humbly suggest that it needs the
tourism draw provided by rural areas like Islay. I am aware that, in short order, our
lacklustre ferry service will be the bottleneck which constrains whisky production on
this island. Our biggest need is, therefore, an investment in infrastructure; viz our
ferry service. Accordingly, on this, we need your wholehearted support.

Moreover, in the face of the disastrous cuts to the Least Favoured Areas Support
Scheme caused by inter alia Brexit, the last thing farmers and crofters on the west
coast need is an increase cost of doing business. After all, one of our most marketable
products is the beautiful landscape of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. Farmers
and crofters in these areas, by virtue of their non-intensive husbandry of the land, are
providing an immensely valuable public good. I feel that this is surely something
worth protecting; I can not see tourists flocking to Scotland when the Highlands and
Islands when farmers and crofters are no more and there is nothing to see but
abandoned land, peat bogs and hillsides covered in bracken. So, in addition to
investment in infrastructure, farmers and crofters in the least favoured areas of the
west of Scotland require support at least at current levels.

I do hope that you will give this email some consideration.

With kindest regards,

All views expressed in this email are my own and not on behalf of, or with affiliation
to, any organisation or group.



*********************************************************************
*

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of
Scotland
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A' toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba

www.parliament.scot<http://www.parliament.scot> :
facebook.com/scottishparliament<http://facebook.com/scottishparliament> :
twitter.com/scotparl<http://twitter.com/ScotParl>

The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents.
*********************************************************************
*
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From:
Sent: 12 September 2018 09:52:19
To: Public Engagement Unit
Subject: FW: MV Caledonian Isles / MV Isle of Arran technical problems

Hello,

For MACCS please ? Ministerial Reply.

Regards,

 | Assistant Private Secretary to Minister for Energy, Connectivity and
Islands
The Scottish Government | Web: www.gov.scot<http://www.gov.scot/>

| Email: MinisterECI@gov.scot

From: Russell MW (Michael), MSP <Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot>
Sent: 11 September 2018 18:22
To: Ross Moran <Ross.Moran@calmac.co.uk>;

Cc: Minister for Energy, Connectivity and the Islands <MinisterECI@gov.scot>;
 Cabinet

Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity <CabSecTIC@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: MV Caledonian Isles / MV Isle of Arran technical problems

Dear Ross

Thanks for this.

I know Cal Mac will be doing their best and all of us are grateful for the extra effort
that will be expended by the crews and management.,

However I have to say that  I am exceptionally worried again about the effect of this
on my constituency.

A one boat service to Islay is not acceptable.   Nor is the interruption to the Colonsay
service.

We know from past experience that whilst existing bookings can perhaps be met the
changes will drive away new bookings and make it harder for some people to visit.   It
will also have an impact on local trade.  There will be economic damage , without a
doubt.

In addition at this time of year any changes of this sort may have a knock on effect to
the re-fit programme as it gets underway.

I am astonished that we are back in this situation given that in April there was a
commitment to prioritise the search for an extra vessel to plug gaps like this.   Six
months on nothing has happened.  I simply do not believe that another vessel could
not be found and if CMal honestly can?t do so, then my view of the  lack of utility in
having a vessel asset holder becomes even more fixed.



The new Minister could not have a better illustration of the current vulnerability of
ferry provision to unexpected events than this series of mishaps , the effect of which
now look as if they will last weeks and possibly months.

Something needs to change, as I have already indicated to the Minister.  I am
therefore copying him into this and am seeking an early opportunity to discuss it with
him.

Please keep me updated.

Regards

Michael

From: Ross Moran [mailto:Ross.Moran@calmac.co.uk]
Sent: 11 September 2018 16:59
To:
Russell MW (Michael), MSP
<Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.sco 

Subject: MV Caledonian Isles / MV Isle of Arran technical problems

Dear 

You may be aware that we are currently experiencing some operational challenges on
the Ardrossan-Brodick route due to technical issues with the MV Caledonian Isles and
MV Isle of Arran.

The MV Caledonian Isles' sustained damage to both her ramps on Friday (September
7), one of which was repaired over the weekend and the other was due for repair this
week. However when the MV Isle of Arran developed a technical fault on Sunday
which required her being taken out of service, the repair to the MV Caledonian Isles?
stern ramp was put on hold and she is now operating single-ended between Ardrossan
and Brodick.

The MV Isle of Arran's technical issue is being assessed at the Garvel dock yard, but
as there is no space for both vessels, this means that we have to arrange for MV Isle
of Arran to go to an alternative berth to let MV Caledonian Isles in to Garvel for her
stern ramp repair.

We have been assessing capacity demand on services this weekend and into next
week and are planning the following redeployment of vessels to ensure that all needs
are met. Communities can be assured we have taken into account a number of
important island events taking place this weekend as part of this assessment.

Our plans can be summarised as follows.

?        MV Caledonian Isles will continue to operate single-ended up to Tuesday 18<x-
apple-data-detectors://2>th<x-apple-data-detectors://2> September<x-apple-data-



detectors://2> and she will then transit to Garvel to have works undertaken on
Wednesday 19th<x-apple-data-detectors://3> and Thursday 20<x-apple-data-
detectors://4>th<x-apple-data-detectors://4>, September.

?        MV Hebridean Isles will be deployed from Islay to Arran this weekend to
support MV Caledonian Isles.

?        MV Finlaggan will revert to a single vessel timetable on the Islay service this
weekend.

?        The Saturday service from Oban to Colonsay will be covered by MV Clansman.

?        MV Hebridean Isles will return to Arran to cover for MV Caledonian Isles on
Wednesday 19th<x-apple-data-detectors://6> and Thursday 20th<x-apple-data-
detectors://7>, September.

?        The Wednesday service from Oban to Colonsay will be covered by MV Isle of
Mull on Wednesday 19<x-apple-data-detectors://9>th<x-apple-data-detectors://9>,
September.

?        MV Finlaggan will operate a single vessel timetable on the Islay service on
Wednesday 19th<x-apple-data-detectors://10> and Thursday 20th<x-apple-data-
detectors://11>, September.

?        Additional capacity will continue to be provided on the Lochranza-Claonaig
route by MV Loch Linnhe operating alongside MV Catriona.

Work on the MV Isle of Arran?s technical fault is ongoing and we will provide an
update on her progress in due course.

We recognise that these arrangements will impact on a number of communities but
customers can be assured we explored a wide range of options before arriving at this
plan, which we consider to be the best we can do with the resources available to us.

We apologise for any inconvenience caused and, as ever, are grateful for customers?
patience and understanding at this time.

Best wishes,

Ross

Sent from my iPad

________________________________

[CalMac Logo]<www.calmac.co.uk>

w: www.calmac.co.uk<http://www.calmac.co.uk>
Enquiries and Reservations 0800 066 5000
[CalMac Media Logo]
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This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for
the addressee(s).
If you are not the intended recipient, please:

(1) inform the sender immediately
(2) note that you may not copy, disclose, forward or use any of this email's contents
and
(3) delete this message from your computer

CalMac Ferries Limited does not accept any liability or responsibility for changes
made to this email after it was sent, or viruses transmitted through this email or any
attachment.
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From: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
Sent: 22 September 2018 11:02:25
To: Public Engagement Unit
Subject: FW: Woken up to another three cancellations this morning all due to
Calmac - how much more can we all take?

For MACCS- fast track please

Private Office to Michael Matheson MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity
Tel:

________________________________
From: "Matheson M (Michael), MSP" <Michael.Matheson.msp@parliament.scot>
Sent: 22 Sep 2018 10:41
To: "Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity"
<CabSecTIC@gov.scot>
Subject: Fwd: Woken up to another three cancellations this morning all due to Calmac
- how much more can we all take?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Russell MW (Michael), MSP"
<Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:Michael.Russell.msp@parliament.sco
t>>
Date: 22 September 2018 at 10:23:45 BST
To: "Wheelhouse P (Paul), MSP"
<Paul.Wheelhouse.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:Paul.Wheelhouse.msp@parliament. 
scot>>, "Matheson M (Michael), MSP"
<Michael.Matheson.msp@parliament.scot<mailto:Michael.Matheson.msp@parliame
nt.scot>>
Subject: FW: Woken up to another three cancellations this morning all due to Calmac -
how much more can we all take?

    

    



From: 

 



>
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